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Please return completed Declaration Form to the following address:

NPPR Queries, 
Longford County Council, 
Áras an Chontae, 
Great Water Street, 
Longford.
Tel: 043-3343457                                                          Email: nppr@longfordcoco.ie
Information relating to the Non Principal Private Residences Charge
The Charge applies on a point in time basis, described in the Act Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as the “liability date”.  31st July has been set as the liability date in 2009 and 31st March will be the liability date in subsequent years.  

It is a matter for the owners of property to determine whether or not they have a liability in the first instance.  Longford County Council is not required to issue demands or notices requiring payment of the charge in respect of individual properties.  Where an owner of a property determines that they do not have a liability for the charge and it is subsequently established that they had in fact a liability for the charge, significant penalties and fines will apply as follows:-

1. The charge applicable to each year will have to be paid
2. A late payment fee of €20.00 will apply in respect of each month or part of a month in respect of which a charge is unpaid.  For example, if no payment is made by a person liable for the charge over a 5 year period the amount due after 5 years will be about €4,500, of which amount €3,500 will be late payment fees

3. An owner who incorrectly determines that they do not have a liability for the charge shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of up to €2,000.00
4. The owner will also be liable for the Council’s costs and expenses incurred in relation to the investigation, detection and prosecution of the offence
The charge applies in respect of all residential property used, or suitable for use, as a dwelling. This includes any house, maisonette, flat, apartment or bedsit.  The Act should be consulted regarding certain exemptions that are provided for.
Certain properties are unsuitable for use as a dwelling.  The owners of properties which are unsuitable for use as a dwelling may not be liable for the charge in respect of those properties.   If the property is occupied on the liability date, the owner has a liability for the charge.     
In determining if a property is suitable for use as a dwelling, the owner must consider whether the property is habitable or not by reference to the structure of the building.  

Regard should be had to such things as whether or not the property has a sound roof or is it so affected by dampness as to render it unsuitable for habitation. Other things that should be taken into consideration are whether the property has sanitary facilities and whether or not it has hot and cold water supplies.  The fact that a water supply is simply turned off or temporarily disconnected would not on its own account result in the owner of the property not being liable for the charge in respect of the property. Another matter that should be taken into account is whether or not the property has an electricity supply connected to it.  

As the individual circumstances relating to properties will vary from case to case it is not possible to indicate whether or not a property owner has a liability in respect of a property without having regard to all of the facts relating to the individual property.

Where a property owner determines that they do not have a liability for the charge in respect of a property that is located in County Longford, they should complete the attached Declaration Form and submit it to Longford County Council. The Council WILL NOT be issuing any correspondence with regard to whether or not the property owner has a liability for the charge in respect of the property as it is for owners to determine their liability.  The Council may at a later date carry out an inspection of the property in order to clarify any matter that requires clarification. If it subsequently transpires that the owner made an incorrect determination with regard to their liability for the charge then the above charge and penalties will apply.
DECLARATION FORM 

IN RESPECT OF 
NON PRINCIPAL PRIVATE RESIDENCES WITHIN COUNTY LONGFORD
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CHARGE UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (CHARGES) ACT 2009

Name of Owner                _____________________________________________

Address of Owner             _____________________________________________
                                            _____________________________________________

                                            _____________________________________________
Contact Tel No                 _____________________________________________
Property in respect of which Declaration Form is being completed

PLEASE GIVE FULL ADDRESS
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

When was the property last occupied? (date & year)     _____________

Does the property have a sound roof?  YES OR NO          ______________
Is the property affected by dampness?  YES OR NO              ______________
Does the property have a water supply? YES OR NO            ______________
Does the property have an indoor toilet? YES OR NO           ______________
Does the property have a shower or bath? YES OR NO         _____________

Does the property have a heating system? YES OR NO         _____________
Does the property have an electricity supply? YES OR NO   ______________
THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS MUST BE INCLUDED WITH THIS DECLARATION:-
· Photographs showing an external views of the property and internal views of the property

· Site location map with property clearly marked thereon
· A document which sets out the individual circumstances that apply in respect of a property which in the owners opinion are the grounds on which they have determined that they do not have a liability for the Non Principal Private Residences Charge
I hereby declare that I have determined that I do not have a liability for the Non Principal Private Residences Charge in respect of the property in respect of which I have completed this Declaration Form. The information provided by me is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I fully understand that the completion of this Declaration Form does not in itself  relieve me of a liability for the charge and that it may subsequently emerge that I am in fact liable for the charge and late payment penalties for the non-payment of the charge, penalties and fines as provided for in the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009  

I further undertake to notify Longford County Council if the property is refurbished or if repairs are carried out to it which would render it suitable for use as a dwelling or if the property is occupied again.
Name of Property Owner ___________________________________


                                        (BLOCK CAPITALS)

Signed:
___________________________________________________________



Owner of Property 

Date:          ____________________________ 

Witnessed: __________________________
         Date: ___________________


Peace Commissioner 
                   Or
                  Commissioner of Oath 
                   Or 
                  Member of the Garda Síochana
