Artists Love Longford
The idea of a community arts festival is hardly either new of very innovative however, Longford artists intend to develop an arts festival this summer from a very important and original stand point.

Longford artists will organise a festival in June of this year through which it is hoped to show their talents, to highlight just how many talented people there are in our community and most importantly of all to clearly demonstrate the crucial role the arts can play, in the developing of community pride and community cohesion, essentially - to show how people can be proud of their home town through the work of their local artists. 
Artists Love Longford is one element of a much wider programme entitled Love Longford whereby people from every walk of life, every strata of society and every ethnic background will come together to pool their talents and to share their interests with one single purpose in mind – to show pride in their community.

While the precise programme of events are still evolving the artists have been hard at work scheduling a series of  five solo and group art exhibitions by professional artists and amateur art groups in improvised spaces in vacant commercial units on the town’s busy streets.  Art students in the secondary schools will create large scale temporary public art features on a theme of Love Longford.

Lens-based artists will organise similar photography exhibitions small scale night-time projections in shop windows, large-scale night-time projections on the facades of buildings and, as yet, a highly secret community film based project.

Writers Love Longford just as much.  Writers in Longford, of which there are many, will use their talents in a variety of ways; poets and prose writers will write imaginary pieces inspired by their home town.  Submissions will be printed in The Longford Leader each week and a prize for the winning poem, prose or reminiscence piece will be presented at a literary night during the festival.  All the contributors will be video recorded reading their work and the readings will be uploaded to Longford’s literary website www.virtualwriter.net 

When a requisite number of submissions of sufficient quality have been received they will be collected and published in a professionally edited anthology of creative writing entitled “The Town I Love So Well”, if that title hasn’t already been used for something else!!  This publication will be either annual or bi-annual and will be published in partnership with The Longford Leader. 

Musicians Love Longford and they will be showing just how much - in a series of small intimate performances in venues throughout the town and also in a number of large scale events such as the “Biggest Choir Ever in the Midlands” which will perform in the Market Square on the Sunday of the festivals and a whole range of local musicians and bands will perform on the Parade Ground of Longford Army Barracks on a family day which ends the festival.  
Ends

