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1.1 Introduction  and Overview 

The purpose of this report is to provide an audit of the existing community, sports and 

arts facilities serving the County of Longford. It examines in detail the extent of 

facilities available geographically in the County and for the first time in Longford 

inspects the overall management, usage and facility conditions. Demographics is a 

key element of this report and through GIS mapping and GAMMA analysis this report 

will outline key population dynamics and apply them to the geographical spread of 

facilities.  

 

The purpose of this report is in response to the óTask force on Active Citizenshipô that 

included a recommendation that ñan audit should be undertaken by end ï 2008 by 

local authorities, through the County / City Development Boards, of existing 

community facilities available for voluntary, sporting, civic or recreational activitiesò. 

Thus the objective for Longford County Council was:   

(i) establish the current level of provision, management and usage of 

facilities.  

(ii)  Inform future investment in community facilities based on the outcome 

of the audit and having regard to identify local needs. 

The framework of this report includes six sections:  

Section 2 ï Baseline Population Data 

Section 3 - Methodology  

Section 4 ï Spatial Analysis (Geographical spread of facilities) 

Section 5 ï Sectoral Analysis  

Section 6 ï Conclusion and Recommendation 

 

Where relevant, this document makes reference to issues raised during this 

questionnaire and consultation exercise, particularly in relation to shortfalls in 

community and social infrastructure that were identified by respondents.  
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2.1 Baseline Population Data 

There are 55 EDs comprising Co. Longford. Two National Primary routes traverse the 

county: the N4 linking Dublin to Sligo, 

and the N5 linking Dublin to Mayo, as 

well as the north/south artery of the N55 

linking Athlone and Cavan. 

 

Co. Longford is highly rural, with some 

60% of the population living in rural areas 

in 2006. This is reflected in the small 

urban base, with Longford being the 

largest town, having a population of 7,620 

people in 2006. 

 

Longford County Development Plan 2003 

ï2009 considers the urban hierarchy for 

the county and the functional roles of the 

various towns and villages in the context 

of a settlement strategy.  

 

The County Council reflects that óthe low urban base has had a detrimental impact on 

the development of the County in terms of the lack of the required critical mass 

necessary for the provision of a higher order of services, facilities and employmentô. 

 

The information below illustrates the population changes that have occurred in the 

intercensal period 1996-2006.  
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The hierarchy of settlements in the County is expressed by the County Council as 

follows: - 

 

ü Longford ï County town of regional importance. Major growth centre with a 

high level of access and existing services where majority of industrial, 

commercial, business and retail development will be channeled.  

 

ü Granard, Ballymahon and Edgeworthstown ï County growth centres with a 

regional element. These towns serve a wide hinterland in terms of service 

provision and accommodation where major transport nodes are present. 

 

ü Newtownforbes, Drumlish, Lanesboro ï Local growth centres. These 

settlements will continue to provide settlement centres for the population and 

local-level goods and services provision. 
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Population Distribution  

The majority of Co. Longford is 

relatively lightly populated compared to 

that of the State. The urban areas of 

Longford Town and Edgeworthstown 

provide the highest concentrations of 

population. The greatest concentration 

of population growth occurred around 

the centre of the county, between the 

poles of Longford Town and 

Edgeworthstown. 

 

 

The average population density in Co. 

Longford in 2006 was 31 persons per 

km2. 

The north and south of the county were 

largely areas of population decline, with population density rates in just over half of 

the 56 EDôs in the county returning less than 20 persons per km2, a strong indicator of 

the countyôs predominantly rural nature. The county is relatively sparsely populated 

when viewed in comparison with the 2006 national average density of 60 people per 

km2. 

Population distribution and density is an important element in considering the 

provision of community facilities in Longford. Services should follow population 

growth and change.  
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3.1 Methodology 

Community and Enterprise Section of Longford County Council were assigned the 

lead role in conducting the óAudit of Community, Sports and Arts Facilitiesô. A small 

internal team was assigned responsibility consisting of representatives from 

Community and Enterprise and the IT department.  

 
A research plan was drafted and approved by senior management, including:  

1. Consultation  

a. During the research design process, personnel from community and 

sports facilities were consulted and a number of test questionnaires 

were filled out. 

 

2. Adopted methodology 

a. Qualitative and Quantitative methods of research were adopted in order 

to gather the most comprehensive and relevant data.  

 

3. Research methods 

a. The most fundamental method adopted was a óSurvey Questionnaireô. 

The questionnaire dealt with size, location, facilities available, 

condition and management of facilities. A copy of the questionnaire 

drafted by Longford County Council is attached in Appendix a 

b. One-on-one and telephone interviews of key community facility 

managers (voluntary and paid) 

 

4. Recording of data  

a. The IT Department constructed a web application that allowed data to 

be inputted and analysed. It was constructed using MySQL database as 

the back end to store the data and PHP front end to access the database.  

b. In order to analyse the data spatially MapInfo was used as a GIS tool.  

 

5. Data analysis  

a. Data was inputted onto both the MySQL and MapInfo database for 

analysis. Outputs included charts, tables, maps and statistics.  

 

6. Report writing 

a. The report was drafted and published by Community and Enterprise 

Section, Longford County Council.  

 

From the outset the overriding consideration was the need for data received to be 

analysed both spatially and sectorally.  

ü Spatially - it was necessary to determine where community and voluntary 

infrastructure is located around the county and to determine how spatially 

accessible it is to concentrations of the populations in different towns and areas  



Longford County Development Board                                                                       Facilities Audit  

 11 

ü Sectorally - it was essential to examine how accessible this infrastructure is for a 

number of key sectors of the population and how well are their needs being met  

 

Approach  

In consultation with the Community and Voluntary Sector Longford County Council 

drafted a research methodology aimed at maximising questionnaire returns. This was 

facilitated through:  

1. Liaising with over 144 members of the Community and Voluntary Forum  

2. Circulating add and press release in local newspapers.  

3. Placing add and copy of questionnaire on the Longford County Council 

website and www.Longford.ie  

4. Individual contact with key community and sporting facilities.  

5. One-on-one interviews with key community stakeholders.  

6. Over 100 questionnaires were issued to the Community and Voluntary sector. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.longford.ie/
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4.0 Analysis of data (SPATIALY )  

In this section the information collected from the audit is visualized spatially using 

GIS. This allows trends to be observed geographically. Properly displaying data is 

nearly as important as having good data itself.  

 

Analyzing access to and distribution of facilities is key to ensuring that all 

communities have adequate facilities. As such this audit analyses the data gathered on 

the facilties spatially using mapinfo programme. MapInfo is a GIS programme used 

for the mapping of data.  

  

For the purpose of analysing data spatially two maps have been generated.  

1. Geographical location of facilities  

2. Demographic movement 

 


