LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Adjourned Special Meeting of Longford County Council held in the 

Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford,

on Monday, 23rd February  2004 at 3.00 p.m. to consider the County Manager’s Report on the Draft Development Contribution Scheme.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Gerry Brady, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – James Bannon, Paddy Belton, Seamus Butler, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile,   Donncha Mac Gleannain, 

Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, 

Maire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcan, Brian Lynch, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell,   Peadar O Murchu,  Micheal Mac Cnaimhin, John  Nolan and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager.





Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services.




MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS:

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for discussion on the announcement by Cardinal Healthcare of their decision not to develop a facility in Longford.

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that Standing Orders not be suspended and to continue with the purpose of the meeting i.e. to consider the County Manager’s report on the Draft Development Contribution Scheme.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a meeting be arranged with An Tanaiste to discuss the possibility of a replacement industry for Cardinal Healthcare and that Deputy Mae Sexton be requested to arrange this meeting.

Councillor A. Mitchell stated that Longford County Council and the I.D.A. need to redouble their efforts to attract industry to Longford.

All members of the Council complimented the executive of the Council for their efforts in trying to ensure that  Cardinal Healthcare would locate in Longford.

Senator J. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a resolution be sent to An Tanaiste requesting her Department to compensate Longford County Council for the financial losses incurred by the Council through the loss of the Cardinal project and to put Longford forward as a priority for industry.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, thanked Senator Bannon for raising the ‘Cardinal’ issue in the Senate.

Councillor D. Glennon referred to the importance of graduate employment in Longford.

Councillor S. Butler stated that the Small Medium Enterprises sector should be supported in the County.

Following a lengthy discussion, the Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, adjourned the meeting at 3.42 p.m.

The meeting resumed at 4.05 p.m.

All members of the Council expressed their regret at the decision of Cardinal Healthcare not to locate and the need for Longford County Council and the I.D.A. to encourage other industries to Longford.    The members also agreed that small industries in the County should be given every support.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, stated that he wished to compliment the Council for the manner in which they have approached the debate on the decision of Cardinal Healthcare not to locate in Longford.   He stated that the decision made by Cardinal Health reflects the needs of Cardinal Health and not of Ireland or of Longford.  

The County Manager referred to the land which the Council had bought from Askbrook for the Cardinal project and he stated that the agreement with Ashbrook was that if the Cardinal Healthcare project did not materialise that Longford County Council would sell the land back to Ashbrook after four years, at the same price, if no development had taken place with a four per cent premium on the price for each year.

He stated that the reason why the land is being sold back to Ashbrook at the same price is because Ashbrook forewent the use of the land for the last four years.

They could have had three and half years of development on the site by now.

He stated that the loss of funds on the deal would be interest on the overdraft  – there has been no loss of capital funds.  

FIRE SERVICES CAPITAL PROGRAMME.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, referred to Circular 04/2004 from the Department of the Environment and Local Government regarding Fire Station Needs, which had been circulated to the members of the Council.

He stated that the Chief Fire Officer has prepared a report on the priorities for station improvements throughout the County – a copy of this report was circulated to the Members.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by  Councillor B. Lynch it was unanimously agreed that the Granard Fire Station be placed No. 1 on the priority list and that the Minister for the Environment and Local Government be requested to meet a deputation from Longford County Council regarding the urgency of a new Fire Station for Granard.


On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that an extension to the Longford Town Fire Station be placed 

No. 2 on the priority list.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed that improvement works to the Edgeworthstown Fire Station be placed No. 3 on the priority list.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that the provision of a new Fire Station in Lanesboro be placed 

No. 4. on the priority list.

On the proposal of Councillor B. Steele seconded by Councillor J. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that the extension to the Ballymahon Fire Station be placed 

No. 5 on the priority list and that the number of call outs should be inserted in the submission.

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING:

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, seconded by 

Councillor V. Kiernan it was unanimously agreed to adjourn the meting to Thursday,

26th February 2004 at 4.00 p.m. 

Senator J. Bannon stated that he would not be in a position to attend the proposed meeting on Thursday, 26th February 2004, as he will be in the Senate.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 22nd March 2004.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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