LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Adjourned Special Meeting of Longford County Council held in the 

Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford,

on Thursday, 26th  February  2004 at 4.00 p.m. to consider the County Manager’s Report on the Draft Development Contribution Scheme.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Gerry Brady, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –,Paddy Belton, Seamus Butler, 

James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile,   Donncha Mac Gleannain, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcan, 

Brian Lynch, Sean O Loingsigh,

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Peadar O Murchu,  

John  Nolan and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager.





Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS:

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for discussion on an article which appeared in a local newspaper this week regarding remarks made by Mr. Noel Dempsey, T.D., Minister for Education, at a Fianna Fail meeting held in Longford on the 21st February 2004.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded the following Motion:-

“That this Council demand that the Minister for Education, Noel Dempsey, T.D., immediately retract the false allegations made by him on February 21st last: that money was not being spent by Longford County Council because the Council was being run by opposition parties that were holding back on projects in an effort to embarrass the Government and that the delivery of services by Longford County Council have not been as good as it should have been principally because Longford County Council is controlled by parties other than Fianna Fail, and we call on Minister Dempsey to apologise unreservedly to all members and to the executive and staff of Longford County Council for this serious slander on the reputation of the Council.

We call on the Fianna Fail members of Longford County Council to disassociate themselves from the remarks made by Minister Dempsey which constitutes a serious slander on the reputation and professional integrity of the executive, officials and staff of Longford County Council.”

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that this matter should be dealt with at the next Monthly meeting of the Council.

A vote was taken on Councillor Mitchell’s proposal to suspend Standing Orders as follows:

For

Councillors P. Belton, G. Brady, A. Farrell, M. Farrell, S. Farrell,



V. Kiernan, A. Mitchell and P. Murphy.



Total – 8

Against
Councillors S. Butler, J. Coyle, B. Lynch, L. McEntire, J. Nolan



and B. Steele.



Total  -  6



Councillor S. Lynch abstained from voting.

The proposal to suspend Standing Orders was carried.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, said that he would allow thirty minutes for the discussion.

All members of the Council expressed complete satisfaction with the work being carried out by the officials of the Council. 

Councillor A. Farrell referred to the various meetings which have taken place with the National Roads Authority and the funding which has been allocated to Longford County Council by the N.R.A.

Councillor S. Lynch asked if there is any evidence to show that the allegation made by Minister Dempsey is true.

Councillor S. Farrell asked if the officials of the Council would like to make any comment of Minister Dempsey’s allegations.

Councillor V. Kiernan stated not enough funding is coming from central government.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin stated that any money allocated to Longford County Council has always been spent by the Council.

Councillor L. McEntire stated that he felt that the elected members and officials of the Council have always worked well as a team.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, stated that the members can rest assured that as far as the officials of the Council are concerned that every allocation of funds made available by the Department of the Environment and Local Government to this Council have been spent as far as is possible in relation to the functions of the Council.   Issues can arise, that because of difficulty with land acquisition etc. funds allocated may not be fully spent.     He stated that in this present year, the Council increased its contribution from ‘own resources’ to the roads fund by approximately 50%.    He stated that it is evident that the Department regard Longford County Council as one which can spend its funds as Longford County Council receives the highest Local Government Fund grant per head of population in Ireland.

Councillor J. Coyle stated that the Fianna Fail members of the Council cannot disassociate themselves from the remarks made by Minister Dempsey.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor A. Farrell seconded that 

Councillor Mitchell’s resolution be adopted and forwarded to Minister Dempsey, 

minus the last paragraph.

A vote was taken on Councillor Mitchell’s resolution as follows:-

For

Councillors P. Belton, G. Brady, A. Farrell, M. Farrell, S. Farrell, 


V. Kiernan, M. Kilbride-Harkin, S. Lynch and A. Mitchell.



Total  -  9

Against
Councillors S. Butler, J. Coyle, D. Glennon, B. Lynch, L. McEntire,



J. Nolan and B. Steele.



Total  - 7.

The resolution was declared carried.

DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, gave a brief synopsis of the meeting held on the 2nd February 2004 to consider the County Manager’s report on the Draft Development Contribution Scheme.

He outlined the details of the proposed level of contributions for residential and industrial/commercial developments as follows:-

	Class of Infrastructure
	€ per residential unit
	€ per m² of  floor area industrial/commercial development

	A
	Open Spaces, cultural, recreational and community facilities, amenities and landscaping works, town and village improvement – including land acquisition.
	€1700
	€10

	B
	Roads, car parking, infrastructure to facilitate public transport, cycle and pedestrian facilities and traffic calming measures – including land acquisition.
	€1300
	€14

	C
	Wastewater treatment facilities, sewers and drains – including land acquisition.
	€2000
	€8

	D
	Water Treatment Facilities & Water Mains – including land acquisition
	€2000
	€8

	 
	 TOTAL
 
	€7000
	€40


  

Mr. Clarke outlined the Summary of Recommendation of Changes to Draft Scheme as follows:-

· Charge for the winning and working of minerals (quarries) to be reduced from €2,000 per 0.1 hectare to €750 per 0.1 hectare.

· Charge for initial afforestation to be removed from Scheme.

· Charge of €10 per m2 of Floor Area for Industrial/Commercial development as set out in Table 1 Class A of Infrastructure be reduced from €10 per m2 to €5 per m2 leaving the total charge for Industrial/Commercial  Development at €35 per m2.

· The insertion of a clause into the Scheme as follows:- “having regard to the nature and extent of any Industrial/Commercial Development and its potential benefit to the socio/economic development of the County, the Manager shall have discretion to vary the amount of any contribution to be charged under the scheme”.

· The Appendix as attached to this report detailing projected development and estimated expenditure relating to the determining of the level of contributions be included in the Scheme.

· First Review of the Scheme to take place in last quarter of 2006.

He stated that the members have been circulated with a general breakdown of decisions taken in adjoining counties and reiterated the importance of the Council adopting Development Charges before the 4th March 2004.

Two separate proposals were suggested by members which would have the effect of reducing significantly the level of contributions to be levied under the proposed scheme.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, referred to the estimated expenditure in respect of the provision of public infrastructure and facilities up to 2009.   He stated that the two proposals which have been put before the Council would reduce the capital programme of the Council by 50% over the next number of years.   He agreed that a case has to be made in respect of the farming community because of the viability of farming in the future.

Mr. Killeen reiterated the need to differentiate between the person who is building a house for his/her own use and the speculator.  Also, there is need to differentiate between a fully serviced house in a village or a town and a house being built outside the development envelope. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by the Mayor, 

Councillor G. Brady, it was agreed that the members should consider the Draft Development Contribution Scheme again.   It was also agreed that the officials should give a breakdown on the industrial/commercial charge at the next meeting.

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING:

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, seconded by 

Councillor M. Farrell it was unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting to 

Monday, 1st March 2004 at 2.00 p.m.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 22nd March 2004.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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