LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on

Tuesday, 12th October 2004 at 4.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride,  Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly 

and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.??

APOLOGY:

            An apology for inability to attend was received from





Councillor M. Mulleady.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:-

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Nevin               the Minutes of Monthly meeting held on the 20th September were confirmed and adopted.

Lanesboro Car Park.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was agreed to take the following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor A. Farrell at this stage of the meeting:-

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-

“That all Development Charges received in the South Longford area be allocated to Lanesboro Car Park and road leading to Harbour for tarmacadam surface.”

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, stated that the Development Contribution Scheme adopted by Longford County Council in March 2004 provides for the ring fencing of all levies collected under the scheme for infrastructural projects in the County under the various headings. The carpark at Lanesboro referred to by Cllr. Farrell was included in the list of projects to be funded in the future from these levies. He stated that the Council has not succeeded in acquiring funding from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for the resurfacing of car park and road leading to the harbour.

The members from the South Longford Electoral area expressed concern regarding Councillor Farrell’s request that all Development Charges be allocated to this project. It was explained by the County Manager that this project had been listed in the programmes of works to be undertaken under the Development Charges Scheme.

The estimated cost would be in the order to €60,000 and that the amount of contributions received to date would be examined in the context of the proposal.

The Council agreed with the Manager’s explanation in this regard.

MANAGER’S ORDERS:

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

In response to a query from Councillor S. Butler regarding the acceptance of a quotation of Waterland Technologies (Irl.) Ltd., in respect of the preparation and submission of a valid bid document on behalf of Longford County Council under the Regional Broadband Programme Phase, Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, stated that  Longford was one of the forty one towns included in a call for proposals on Broadband.  Based on an increased level of demand from new enterprises, including Abbott, Prison Services etc., it was proposed to make a submission seeking support to provide an infrastructure for Broadband providers.   This submission would complement the existing service provided by Crossan Cable.

Councillor Butler asked that the members in the Longford Electoral Area be circulated with a copy of the submission that was made on behalf of Longford County Council.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS:

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor A. Farrell it was agreed that Standing Orders be suspended to deal with the nomination of nine members of Longford County Council to County Longford Vocational Education Committee.

Nomination of nine members of Longford County Council to County Longford Vocational Education Committee.

Councillor S. Butler proposed that as the Fianna Fail party have 38% membership of the Council that they should be allowed to nominate three members to the County Longford Vocational Education Committee.

Councillor Butler was informed that in accordance with Section 18 of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2001, the Fianna Fail party have the right to form a group  for the purposes of nominating two members to the County Longford Vocational Education Committee.

In accordance with Section 18 of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2001, Councillor J. Coyle stated that a grouping had been formed for the election of members.

The Grouping consisted of Councillors S. Butler, M. Cahill, J. Coyle, D. Glennon, 

L. McEntire, P. J. Reilly and B. Steele.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that 

Councillor J. Coyle be elected to the County Longford Vocational Education Committee.

Councillor M. Cahill proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that 

Councillor B.  Steele be elected to the County Longford Vocational Education Committee.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor A. Farrell seconded that 

Councillors M. Kilbride-Harkin, S. Farrell, A. Farrell, G. Brady, M. Nevin, 

P. Murphy and A. Mitchell be elected to the County Longford Vocational Education Committee.

The Mayor then declared Councillors J.Coyle, B. Steele, M. Kilbride-Harkin,

S. Farrell, A. Farrell, G. Brady, M. Nevin, P. Murphy and A. Mitchell nominated as members of County Longford Vocational Education Committee.

Election of four VEC members by the Local Authority 

Mr. C. Murphy, A/Director of Services informed the members that the 

VE (Amendment) Act 2001 and Regulations provide for the appointment by

the Local Authority of four VEC members, two male and two female, after

consultation with the persons elected by the local authorities, parents and VEC staff, 

from among persons nominated by such bodies as, in the opinion of the council

concerned, are representative of:

(i) Students

(ii) Trustees of community colleges maintained by the VEC

(iii) Members of staff of the VEC other than members of staff belonging to the same class of member of staff as either of the staff elected

(iv) Voluntary organisations, community organisations, Irish language interests or 

(v) Persons carrying on in places within the VEC area concerned, trades, professions or commercial or industrial activities.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor S. Farrell it was agreed that Longford County Council place a notice in the local newspapers for the purposes of obtaining nominations from bodies representative of the relevant interests above.

Mr. Murphy also informed the members it is proposed to put an item on the Agenda

for the November meeting of the Council regarding  a consultation meeting which

will be held  with  the VEC members elected by the Local Authorities, Parents and

VEC staff to consider the nominations received, prior to approval by 

Longford County Council.

SANITARY SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Items Deferred from September meeting of the Council.

Notices of Motions:-

Tidy Town Efforts.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“I give notice of motion to this Council, that in light of the fact that Longford Town is our County town, any negative reports on its cleanliness, impacts on the entire County. Funding for the tidy town efforts to improve our standing nationally, should be made available from this Council and black spots under the remit of this County Council, i.e. the Council yard “store on the Dublin Road” should be cleaned up immediately.”

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that Longford Town Council are the responsible authority for implementation of Litter & Derelict Sites legislation within the administrative area of the Urban District of Longford. The Town Council has included a number of sites in the ownership of the County Council on its Register of Derelict Sites. The site mentioned has been the subject of recent works to improve its appearance. A new timber gate & timber fencing on the perimeter walls has been erected & has reduced the negative visual impact of this site. Discussions are ongoing with the Roads, Housing & Corporate Affairs Directorate to further improve this & other sites throughout the county.

Support for Tidy Towns in Longford Town has been provided by the County Council in the form of grant assistance to the Tidy Towns Committee, same directed through Longford Town Council, for the last 2 years. 

A draft Litter Management Plan has been prepared over the last 6 months & has been placed on public display, as agreed at the September meeting of the Council.

Flooding at St. Columba’s Graveyard, Mullinaghta.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor J. Coyle:-

“I wish to seek funding from the Council to repair flooding at St. Columba’s Graveyard, Mullinaghta.   This problem is causing serious difficulty to those who own graves or plots and is caused by a blocked gully across the roadway alongside the graveyard.   This problem is there for a number of years.”

Mr. Timlin stated that Mullinaghta, or Cloonagh Cemetery, is a Roman Catholic burial ground. A drainage problem has existed on this site for a number of years. Inspections by the Area Engineer lead to the probable conclusion that a drain running underneath the road & parallel to the north boundary is blocked, thus causing problems in the burial ground. The Environment Section, together with the Roads Area Engineer are examining potential solutions to this problem, which is complicated by the fact that this drain probably lies on private property

Sewerage on the Carragh Road.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor Maura Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride:-

“That Longford County Council go ahead with the sewerage on the Carragh Road as the Council have the site for the Pump Station.”

Site for Granardkille Sewerage.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor Maura Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride:-

“What is the up-to-date position regarding the site for the Granardkille Sewerage.    The County Council should look for an alternative site for the Pump Station if the site they are looking at is not forthcoming.”

Mr. Timlin stated the Council’s legal representative has advised the Council that the owners have signed the contracts for the transfer of both sites.   A consulting engineer has been appointed to prepare contract documents and also documents for the statutory planning process, which can now proceed. 

Civic Amenity Site in County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan:-

“To ask the Sanitary Services Department the up-to-date position on the provision of a Civic Amenity site in County Longford.”

Mr. Timlin replied to Councillor Mitchell as follows:-

Review Waste Management Plan:-

              Consultants have been appointed (MCOS – RPS) by the Midlands Local Authorities

              to review the Waste Management Plan adopted in 2001 and to draw up a draft plan for

              the consideration of the Midlands Local Authorities.  This draft plan is to be adopted

              by 2005 and will consider, as part of the review process, issues involved in the

              provision of civic amenity type facilities in the Midlands area. MCOS-RPS will

              address the Council on the review of the plan.

             Expressions Of Interest Invitation:-

             Longford County Council advertised for expressions of interest from interested parties 

             for the provision of civic amenity facilities in County Longford.  Six submissions were

             received, three of which were deemed feasible.  At present discussions are ongoing

             with all parties.  A report is currently being prepared for the first meeting of the Water

             Services & Environment Strategic Policy Committee, which will hopefully meet in

             November 2004.  The SPC will consider the report and may make recommendations to

             Longford County Council.

             Longford County Council is constantly reviewing developments in the waste area and

            is exploring means by which such a facility could  possibly be funded.  Whilst capital

            funding is available to the Council at a rate of 75% from the Department of the

            Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the operating costs are funded at a much

            lower level, in the region of 25% – 30%.  Longford County Council does not operate a

            landfill, unlike many other counties, and therefore does not have available a surplus of 

            funds from the operation of such a facility.  However, all means of funding possible are

            being investigated with a view to considering the viability of providing a site directly

            by the Council (this may involve contracting out services) should a Civic Amenity Site

            not be provided by the private sector.

            Mulleady’s Waste Ltd Proposals:- 

            Mulleady’s Waste Ltd., have informed Longford County Council that it is their

            intention that a Civic Amenity Site would be open by Autumn 2004.  Members of staff 

           of the Council have inspected the facility and skips etc and other equipment have been

           purchased and placed on site.  The Council has been informed that Mulleady’s Waste

           Ltd intend to commence publicising the availability of the facility/service with an “Open

           Day” in November.  Discussions are ongoing on this issue with Mulleady’s Waste Ltd, 

           especially in the context of the introduction of segregated kerbside collections, i.e. 2 and

           3 bin collections, over the whole of County Longford. These have commenced & roll

           out of the remainder of the bins, which will incorporate a microchip “pay by weight” 

           system, will take place  during 2005. 

Items for October Meeting of the Council.

WASTE MANAGMENET PLAN FOR THE MIDLANDS REGION REVIEW  -  PRESENTATION BY RPS/MCOS.

              It was noted that this item has been deferred to Special Meeting of the Council

              scheduled  for Monday, 18th October 2004.

Correspondence:

Letter dated 24th September 2004 received from Fermoy  Town Council regarding taxation on waste was noted.

Letter dated 1st October 2004 addressed to Mr. D. Roche T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that he meet with a delegation from Longford County Council regarding Longford Central Water Supply etc.   Mr. Timlin read the reply which he had received from Minister Roche’s office stating that a further reply would be sent to the Council in due course.   Mr. Timlin stated that he has also written to Deputies Kelly and Sexton and Senator Bannon regarding the proposed meeting.

In reply to a query from Councillor A. Mitchell regarding the recent water leak in the Clonbalt/Newtownforbes area, Mr. Timlin stated that the Council had written to the people who made complaints to the Council explaining the reasons for the water supply problems and the measures that the Council has and is taking to correct these defects and asking the people who were affected if they had any suggestions to make to the Council.  He stated that the issue of communication between the public and the Council appeared to be the main problem.

A discussion ensued regarding the setting up of a 1850 number and the production of a brochure outlining the Councils work in this area.

Community Employment Scheme.

Mr. Timlin informed the members that approval has been received from FAS for a  Community Employment Scheme, for eight employees, for the maintenance of Cemeteries in the County.  He stated that this Scheme is in place of the former L.J.I. Scheme.     A meeting of the Board of L.J.I. will be held shortly.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, outlined the public liability claims which had been received by the Council during the months of July, August and September.

To fix dates for the following meetings:-

(i)     Finance Committee Meeting (if required).

(ii)     2005 Budget Meeting.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed to defer this item to the November meeting of the Council. 

Correspondence.

Mr. McDonald referred to the following correspondence:-

Letter dated 11th August 2004 received from the General Council of County Councils regarding Review of Local Government Financing.

Letter dated 27th September 2004 received from the General Council of County Councils regarding Consultancy Study on Local Government Finance.  

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor D. Glennon it was resolved that Longford County Council supports the review of Local Government Financing.   It is essential that any new method of funding should ensure that a minimum standard level of services applies to all local authorities in the country.   This will prevent a situation arising whereby an inferior level of service applies in some councils, while a more lavish level of service applies in others.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

Items Deferred from September meeting of the Council.

Nomination of Three Members to the County Longford Heritage Forum.

Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that 

Councillor S. Farrell and Councillor A. Mitchell be elected to the County Longford Heritage Forum.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that 

Councillor D. Glennon be elected to the County Longford Heritage Forum.

The Mayor then declared Councillors S. Farrell, A. Mitchell and D. Glennon

elected to the County Longford Vocational Heritage Forum.

Re-scheduling of Monthly Meetings of Longford County Council.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor P. Nolan it was agreed to reschedule the Statutory Monthly meetings of Longford County Council to the third Wednesday of the month.

Draft Strategic Policy Committees Scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor B. Steele it was agreed to adopt the Draft Strategic Policy Committees Scheme, which had been circulated to the members.

Notices of Motions:-

Health Centre at Legga.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. McEntire and seconded by Councillor G. Brady:-

“That this Council contact the Midland Health Board to ensure that work will be carried out on the Health Centre at Legga and that negotiations are put in progress for the extension of the car park to relieve traffic congestion.”

Mr. Sheridan stated that he will write to the Midland Health Board regarding Councillor McEntire’s Notice of Motion.

Extension to Health Centre in Granard Town.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“I request Longford County Council to seek funding from the Midland Health Board for an extension to the Health Centre in Granard town, consisting of a Doctor’s surgery, District Nurses’ office and a staff kitchen, as there have been no improvement or developments made to this building since it was built in the 1950’s.”

Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin referred to a letter she had received from the Assistant Chief Executive Officer, Midland Health Board confirming that €100,000 has allocated for the refurbishment of Granard Health Centre. 

Heritage Centre in Ardagh.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. Bannon and seconded by Councillor J. Coyle:-

“That this Council give us an update with regard to its involvement in the Heritage Centre in Ardagh, or what plans it has for its development.”

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that Longford County Council took over the running of Ardagh Heritage Centre, amid financial difficulties in May 2001.  In May 2002, one year after the closure of the Heritage Centre, it re-opened to the public again.    Longford County Tourism open the Heritage Centre to the public throughout the Summer months, with the Marketing Officer, Maura Flynn, overseeing the project.   Longford County Council is permanently seeking projects that compliment the community nature of the building and facilitates Longford tourism.  

Amendment to Standing Orders – Casual Vacancies.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“That Standing Order 85 be amended to provide that in the event of a casual vacancy arising of a non-party member of the Council that such vacancy be filled on the nomination of that member in the case of retirement or resignation and in all other cases by a person nominated to do so by that member or in default by the member’s legal personal representative or attorney lawfully appointed by the member as the case may be.”

Councillor Mitchell agreed to substitute “by a person nominated to do so by that member or in default by the member’s legal personal representative or attorney lawfully appointed by the member as the case may be” with “the name of the person who will nominate their successor to be placed in a sealed envelope and given to the Meetings Administrator”.

Casual Roadside Trading.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler.

“That this Council consider the introduction of bye laws to prohibit casual roadside trading.”

Following a discussion of the Motion, Councillor Butler agreed to withdraw the Notice of Motion and asked that the Council write to the Gardai requesting them to enforce existing national legislation which regulates casual roadside trading.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 23rd July 2004 received from North  Tipperary County Council regarding the abolition of rollover relief in respect of capital gains tax on compensation paid to property owners for compulsory acquisition of their land was noted.

Letter dated 10th August 2004 received from Limerick County Council regarding National Car Testing arrangements was noted.

Letter dated 4th August 2004 received from the Department of Health and Children acknowledging the Council’s request for a meeting with the Minister for Health regarding elected representatives having a voice in the administration of the local health services was noted.

Letter dated 3rd August 2004 received from Clones Town Council regarding unemployment assistance entitlements of Part-Time Firemen was noted.

Letter dated 3rd August 2004 received from Clones Town Council regarding habitual residency clause in social assistance claims was noted.

Letter dated 5th August 2004 received from the Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform regarding extra Gardai in the Longford area.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Mayor Maura Kilbride-Harkin seconded that Longford County Council write to the Minister for Justice stating that the Council is not satisfied with his reply.

General Council of Council Councils  -  Audited Accounts for 2003 and Annual Report 2003/2004 -  available from the Meetings Administrator.

Letter dated 9th September 2004 received from Ms. Monica O’Malley, Manager, Longford Community Resources regarding funding for the continuation of the eight rural transport services – North Longford Transport Initiative.   All members present welcomed the funding which has been allocated to the North Longford Transport Initiative.

Items for October Meeting of the Council.

Disposal of Site at Ballymahon, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor B. Steele it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.40 acres at Ballymahon, Co. Longford to Eamon Leahy, Newcastle, Ballymahon, Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 29th September 2004.                   

Disposal of Site at Ballymahon, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor B. Steele seconded by Councillor L. Bannon it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.40 acres at Ballymahon, Co. Longford to Niall Conlon, Oldtown, Ballinameen, Boyle, Co. Roscommon in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 29th September 2004.

Disposal of Site at Lisnamuck, Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor D. Glennon it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.030 hectares at Lisnamuck, Longford to Ann Waters, Templemichael Glebe, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 29th September 2004.

Proposed new Longford Swimming Pool – proposal to request the Department of the Arts, Sport and Tourism to approve contract documents and proceed to tender stage.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor P. Murphy it was agreed that Longford County Council write to the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism requesting sanction to proceed to tender stage.

Draft Arts Plan for County Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was agreed to defer this item to Special meeting of the Council to be held on Monday, 18th October 2004.

Notice of Motion.

Funding for a new Creche in the Playgroup in Granard.

The following Notice of  Motion was proposed by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Councillor M. Farrell:-

“I ask Longford County Council to call on Minister Michael McDowell to allocate funding for a new crèche in the Playgroup in Granard.   The Playgroup has an application  in for funding for the last two years.”

Mr. Sheridan stated that he would write to Minister McDowell regarding funding for a new crèche in the Playgroup in Granard.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 22nd September 2004 received from Eamonn Zaidan regarding the presidential nomination was noted.

Letter dated 22nd September 2004 received from Bus Eireann regarding the provision of a bus shelter/seating in Newtownforbes and a bus stop on Battery Road, Longford was noted.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Items Deferred from September meeting of the Council.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications, which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council, was submitted and noted.

Disposal of Plot of Fee Simple of House at 16 St. Patrick’s Terrace, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford..

On the proposal of  Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of Fee Simple of house at 16 St. Patrick’s Terrace, Edgeworthstown to Mr. Francis Greene  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 

30th July 2004.

                        .

Disposal of Plot of Fee Simple of Houses at set out hereunder:-

On the proposal of  Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of Fee Simple of houses, as set out hereunder in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th September 2004:-

No. 10 The Demesne, Longford to Mr. Ronald Jenkins.

No. 52 The Demesne, Longford to Mr. Sylvester Carroll.

No. 15 The Demesne, Longford to Mr. Inder & Mrs. Mary Bhawani.

No. 34 Templemichael Glebe, Longford to Mr. & Mrs. Oliver & Mary Keegan.

Notices of Motions.

Central Heating in Local Authority Houses.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Councillor S. Butler:-

“That Longford County Council put central heating in all local authority houses and not storage heaters run by electricity as they are too expensive to run and also put back boilers in fireplaces in sitting rooms.”

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, stated that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government recently announced a scheme for the installation of Central Heating in all Local Authority Houses which have not already had central heating installed. In general, this applies to approximately 50% of the houses owned by Longford County Council and generally those houses provided prior to the early 1990’s. The Council have made a submission to the Department for funding in respect of the installation of the heating and have been allocated a sum of €200,000 for the year 2004. This represents approximately 80% of the cost of works to be carried out in the current year. 

The Council has decided to give priority of the installation of central heating in OPD’s lacking these facilities. Tenders have been invited from Contractors for the carrying out of this work. It is proposed to install electric storage heating in the old persons dwellings as this is much more suitable for their needs and is more economical because of the availability of free units of electricity to them. 

It is the intention of the Council to continue the scheme in the year 2005 but the extent of this will depend on the amount of funding to be allocated by the Department. Research has indicated that electricity is one of the cheaper forms of heating in individual houses but it is appreciated that because of the two month billing period, tenants may find it difficult to meet substantial bills. However, the ESB provide many methods of easy payment including an instalment system for their bills. 

Mr. Clarke stated that a further examination of costings will be carried out in the light of recent increases and a Policy Document will be prepared for consideration by the SPC in due course. 

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that Longford County Council write to the Minister for Social and Family Affairs asking for an increase in the number of free units of electricity allowed to old age pensioners.

Regeneration of McEoin Park Housing Estate.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor P. Murphy:-

“That a timescale be proposed for the presentation of the Draft Programme for the regeneration of the McEoin Park Housing Estate.”

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, stated that earlier this year Cunnane Stratton Reynolds, Consultants were engaged to develop the plan which will identify the requirements and opportunities for environmental improvements to Farnagh. The plan should contain appropriate environmental actions/projects to set in motion the transformation of the estate into one that facilitates an improved quality of life and security for the estate residents and neighbouring communities. 

Extensive consultation has taken place with the community and other stakeholders. Some further consultation remains to take place and it is envisaged that the plan should be ready with the next 2 months or so. 

Mr. Clarke stated that the intention would be that the plan be brought to the Housing Strategic Policy Committee and then Longford County Council. Funding will then have to be sought from the Department of the Environment to implement the actions set out within the plan. 

Correspondence.

Letter dated 13th May 2004 received from Cobh Town Council regarding the plight of Irish homeless people in England and the allocation of housing to those who wish to return home was supported by the members of the Council.   It was noted that Longford County Council has already adopted a policy regarding the repatriation of people who wish to return to County Longford.   

Item for October Meeting of the Council.

Notice of Motion.

Repairs to Houses.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon:-

“I call on Longford County Council to employ more outdoor staff to carry out repairs to houses.”

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, stated that Longford County Council at present employ four full time staff for the carrying out of Maintenance and Repairs to Local Authority Dwellings. Plumbing and Electrical repairs are carried out by subcontractors to the Council on an ongoing basis. In addition to this, major repairs to dwellings are also carried out by Contractors on a tender basis. 

In recent years the County Council have carried out major planned refurbishment to their dwellings and have replaced or are in the process of replacing windows, doors, fascia and soffit in new PVC. This reduces to a large extent routine requests for repairs. 

Because of the foregoing, and the extent of the repairs for which tenants have responsibility themselves, it is felt that the four people employed can adequately deal with the types of requests received for repairs which are generally of the non-urgent variety. 

Mr. Clarke stated that the Council will shortly be launching a Tenant Handbook which will set out clearly the responsibility of the Council and of the Tenants for the various types of repairs. 

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY

Notice of Motion.

30 mp.h. speed limit on the N55 in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor Maura Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Councillor M. Farrell:-

“That 30 m.p.h. speed limit on the N55 going in towards Granard be moved back up towards the top of the hill.”

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that in the Road Traffic (Speed Limits) County of Longford Regulations 1984, the boundary of the 30mph speed control area on the N55 Athlone Road immediately South of Granard was located at the Southern boundary of Rathcronan Housing Estate, and no 40mph zone existed.

In the Road Traffic (Speed Limits) County of Longford Regulations 1997, the boundary of the 30mph speed control area on the Athlone Road extended by 287m to its present location, and a 40mph zone was introduced for a further 210m South to its present location.

On the basis of the current location of the 30mph speed control zone, planning permission was granted on the 28th August, 2001 under Reference PL01/345 to Sheelin Meats Ltd. for a Meat Processing Plant and two-storey offices on lands acquired from Longford County Council in the Townland of Teemore (map attached).  The site will be accessed from a new service road off the N55 Athlone Road, which will also serve the proposed Granard Fire Station and adjacent development lands in Teemore which are in the ownership of Longford County Council.  The junction of the proposed service road with the N55 is located within the current 30mph speed limit zone.  Adequate sight lines as per the NRA Road Geometry Handbook are available at this location within the 30mph speed zone, but could not be achieved if the speed limit was increased.

In the recent review of speed limits throughout the County (Regulations not yet implemented), there is no proposal to change the existing control area on the N55 Athlone Road South of Granard Town, and this approach has been approved by the Gardai and the NRA.

The lands on the Athlone Road N55 within the speed control area are included in the provisional development envelope for the town of Granard.  Also, it is proposed to prepare a Local Area Plan for the Town of Granard within two years of adoption of the County Development Plan which may also include this area.

The County Manager recommended that Mr. Kilgallen undertake a survey of the volume and types of vehicles using the road and to submit a report to a future meeting of Longford County Council.

Conferences:-

On the proposal of Councillor M. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Cahill the following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i)
Enterprise Kiltullagh Ltd.

“Objective 1: Has balanced Regional Development been achieved?”

The White House Hotel, Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon.

28th October 2004.

(ii)
Blackwater Valley Tourism.

“Local Political Leadership ……. the magic ingredient for “real”

Community Development?

Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork.

14th to 16th October 2004.

(iii) A.M.A.I. Conference.

Listowel,

16th to 18th September 2004.

(iv) Mansion House, Dublin.

3rd and 4th February 2004.

(v) Conference.

Ballina, Co. Mayo.

7th and 8th October 2004.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  17th November  2004.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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