LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on

Monday, 26th July 2004 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, Sean Farrell, Donncha Mac Gleannain, Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride,  Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peter Murphy, Michael Nevin, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.





Mr. Padraic Murtagh, A/Director of Services.





Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh, A/Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Mary Morrissey, Acting

Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs:
Notice Of Motion:

The following Notice of Motion proposed by Councillor Seamus Butler was discussed briefly 

“That Longford County Council wholeheartedly welcomes, and actively supports the Government decentralisation programme of the Prison Service for Longford.”

Local Elections (Disclosure Of Donations And Expenditure) Act, 1999

Circular Letter: F39/04 dated 15th June 2004 received from the Franchise Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act 1999, as amended was brought to the attention of the elected members by Mr. Ciaran Murphy and it was agreed to issue the relevant forms again.

ESB/Rehab People of the Year Awards

The closing date for the ESB/Rehab People of the Year Awards – 2004 Nominations was noted.

Focus Group for Granard

The County Manager put forward a proposal for the establishment of a Focus Group to consider the development of Granard in a manner equal to development in other towns of comparable size and population in County Longford.

Councillor P.J. Reilly requested that development of facilities for the youth of the town be examined by the Focus Group when it was established.

On the proposal of Councillor Maura Kilbride-Harkin, Mayor seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly the establishment of a Focus Group was agreed.

Maritime Safety Bill, 2004

Mr. Ciaran Murphy informed the meeting of the contents of the Maritime Safety Bill which were duly noted.

Correspondence

Letter dated 31st May 2004 received from Castlebar Town Council regarding the creation of a position of an Ombudsman to deal with complaints of elected representatives was noted.

Letter dated 14th May 2004 received from the Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform regarding the former Garda Station on Dublin Street, Longford was noted.

Councillor Peggy Nolan acknowledged the effort of Longford Town Council in relation to the former Garda Station.

Letter dated 24th May 2004 received from Dr. James McDaid, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of Transport regarding National Car Test was noted.

Letter dated 31st May 2004 received from the Office of the Minister for Finance regarding 13% VAT on home heating oil purchased by the elderly was noted.

Letter dated 31st May 2004 received from An Post regarding Post Offices in County Longford was noted.

Councillor Luie McEntire expressed disappointment with the letter from An Post and viewed the closure of sub-post offices as detrimental to rural Ireland.

On the proposal of Councillor Luie McEntire seconded Councillor Maura Kilbride-Harkin, Mayor it was agreed to write back to An Post in relation to the matter.

Councillor P.J. Reilly stated that several representations had been made to An Post in relation to a Post Box for Abbeylara.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor Maura Kilbride-Harkin, Mayor it was agreed to write to An Post in relation to this matter.

Letter dated 7th May 2004 received from the Office of the Minister for Health regarding Local Authority members on Health Boards was noted and discussion ensued.

Councillor Alan Mitchell regretted the move from a democratic to a non-democratic situation where the elected members were no longer allowed to represent the people.

Councillor Peggy Nolan expressed astonishment that the Health Board framework could be dismantled without a new structure being put in place.

Councillor James Coyle regarded the efforts by the elected members on the Health Board as outstanding.

On the proposal of Councillor James Coyle seconded by Councillor Victor Kiernan it was agreed as follows:- 

“That a deputation of elected representatives from Longford County Council and Longford Town Council be received by the Minister for Health and Children to discuss the imperative of elected representatives having a voice in the administration of the health services”.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY

Correspondence.

Following discussion by the members on speed limits on regional roads, general signposting and the 5-year Roads Restoration Programme the following items of correspondence were noted:

Letter dated 11th May 2004 received from Leitrim County Council regarding upper speed limit on regional roads.

Letter dated 4th May 2004 received from Limerick County Council regarding county survey of road signage.

SANITARY SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

The Minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 29th March 2004

were proposed by Councillor Adrian Farrell and seconded by Councillor Martin

Farrell.

Update on Clondra Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh stated that is is expected that work on the above scheme will be ready to commence by October 2004 and substantial completion is anticipated by late Spring/early Summer 2005.

Councillors Dennis Glennon, Peggy Nolan and Seamus Butler expressed delight at the proposed starting date for the Clondra Sewerage Scheme.

Update on the following Sewerage Schemes:

-Aughnacliffe, Ardagh, Ballinalee, Drumlish and Newtownforbes.


-Phase 2 of the Longford Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh stated in relation to Aughnacliffe, Ardagh and Ballinalee Sewerage Schemes that the DOEHLG has expressed reservations about the high unit cost of the schemes and requested a further review which is being conducted by Longford County Council and its consultants as a high priority.

In relation to the Drumlish and Newtownforbes Sewerage Schemes, Mr. O’Ceallaigh confirmed that the Council has recently advertised for submissions from Consultants with regard to preparing a Preliminary Report for these schemes.  The Preliminary Report is to be completed within 12 months of appointment of Consultants.

Mr. O’Ceallaigh, also, informed the meeting in relation to Longford Sewerage Scheme, Phase 2 that the Council has submitted a Preliminary Report and Water Pricing Report to the DOEHLG and are awaiting approval of the reports.  A revised/updated design review report on Longford Wastewater Treatment Works has been prepared by the Consultants demonstrating current available treatment capacity and determining future requirements.

A wide-ranging discussion followed on unit costs, timescales, method of procurement of small schemes, planning, development and value for money.

On the proposal of Councillor Larry Bannon seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill it was agreed to write to the Oireachtas members to keep both Sewerage Schemes and Group Water Schemes at the top of their agenda.

Notices of Motions.

Aughnacliffe Sewerage Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Luie McEntire and seconded by Councillor Martin Mulleady.

“What is the up-to-date position on the Aughnacliffe Sewerage Scheme – that it receives priority due to developments in Aughnacliffe.”

Legan and Carrickedmond Cemeteries.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Larry Bannon and seconded by Councillor Paddy Belton.

That Longford County Council give us an update on the proposed new cemetery for Legan and the proposed extension to Carrickedmond cemetery.”

Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh stated that on the 4th December 1998, the Council agreed with Fr. Brady and representatives of the Parish Council agreed to acquire approximatley 1.5 acres of land at Legan from St. Mels Diocesan trust for €20,000 and develop this land as a cemetery.  E.C. Gearty & Co. who act for both Longford County Council and Legan Parish confirmed that they had received instructions from both parties in March 2000 to proceed with the transfer.  E.C. Gearty & Co informed Longford County Council that a determination of the Charity Commissioners was required to appoint St. Mel’s Diosesan Trust as effective owners of this Church Property and that this process would take some time.

Extension of Public Sewerage Scheme from Ballinacross to Village of Abbeylara

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor Maura Kilbride-Harkin, Mayor.

“I am requesting Longford County Council to seek allocation of funding for an extension of the public sewerage scheme from Ballinacross to Village of Abbeylara and surrounding areas of the Village.”

Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh stated that in accordance with the Water Services Investment Programme 2004-2006 the Council is currently preparing a brief for Consulting Engineers to prepare a Feasibility Study for Abbeylara, Abbeyshrule, Ballinamuck, Barry, Killashee, Ennybeggs, Legga, Moydow, Moyne, Newtowncashel, Stonepark and Tashinny.  This bundle of schemes are approved to enter planning in Water Services Investment Programme 2004-2006 to a estimated cost of €7.9 million.  This brief will shortly be submitted for DOEHLG approval.  This particular issue will be addressed in the Abbeylara portion of the appraisal.

Councillor Frank Kilbride noticed the omission of Bunlahy from the bundle of Schemes.  Mr. O’Ceallaigh undertook to look into the matter.

Councillor Alan Mitchell was supportive of using in-house expertise in Longford County Council for the development of small schemes.

The County Manager explained the development of the “Abbeyshrule” model and indicated its possible benefits in helping to expedite small scheme projects.

Fire Station in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor Maura Kilbride-Harkin, Mayor.

“That Longford County Council tender for estimate prices from building contractors for the building of the new Fire Station in Granard, as the money for this project has been approved by Mr. Pat the Cope Gallagher, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, two months ago.

Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh stated that on the 31st May as per Circular Letter (Fire 06/04) the DOEHLG announced additional projects for the Fire Services Capital Progeramme for the period 2004 – 2005 for County Longford.  These were:

· New Class B Fire Appliance for Lanesboro Fire Station

· New Fire Station project for Granard to be approved to proceed to construction.

The DOEHLG notified Longford County Council, also on 31st May as per Circular (Fire 05/04) that “the Department will be in contact with the relevant fire authorities regarding new stations and upgrading projects on an individual basis and authorities should not advance these pending receipt of the appropriate letters of approval”.

The Fire Services have prepared the tender documentation to an advanced stage.  When this approval to proceed is received, it is anticipated that the DOEHLG will be able to approve the tender documentation with minimum delay.

The Tender and Construction/Acquisition period should allow for the Class C appliance to be acquired by the end of 2005 and the construction of the new Granard Fire Station to commence by the same period.

Councillor Alan Mitchell regarded the instruction from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DOEHLG) to await appropriate letters of approval as a unacceptable delay.

On the proposal of Councillor Maura Kilbride-Harkin, Mayor seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly it was agreed as follows:

“That a deputation of Longford County Council elected representatives from the Granard Electoral Area be received by the Minister of State (Pat the Cope Gallagher, T.D.) to discuss the advancement of the new Fire Station for Granard as a matter of urgency”.

Extenstion to Carrickedmond Graveyard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Mick Cahill and seconded by Councillor Paddy Belton.

“Owing to the fact that Carrickmond Graveyard in now full, I ask the Council what are their proposals for an extension to the Graveyard and also proposals for car parking.”

Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh stated that the South Longford Area Committee referred the possibility of providing additional capacity and car parking at Carrickedmond/Killeendowd cemetery to the Environment Section in March 2004.  This cemetery has been examined as part of an overall review of all cemeteries owned by Longford County Council.

Killeendown cemetery has an area of 1.5 acres and has approximately 40 no. plots remaining.  At current rates of interment, this equates to a remaining life span of approximately 6 years.

It is also noted that Taghsheenod cemetery is in the same parish and it has approximately 200 plots remaining.

Proposals for the general replacement and maintenance of cemeteries in County Longford are being considered at present and will be presented to the SPC when it is formed for their consideration.

Fire Tender to be provided at Lanesboro Fire Station.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Adrian Farrell and seconded by Councillor Larry Bannon.

“That a new Fire Tender be provided at Lanesboro Fire Station”

Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh stated that the report given in the case of Granard Fire Station applies, also, in the case of Lanesboro Fire Station. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor L. Bannon it was agreed as follows:

“That a deputation of Longford County Council elected representatives from the Ballymahon Electoral Area be received by the Minister of State (Pat the Cope Gallagher, T.D.) to discuss the advancement of the new Class B Fire appliance for Lanesboro as a matter of urgency”.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

Mr. T. McDonald reported to the meeting that two public liability claims had been received by Longford County Council during May and June 2004.

Higher Education Grants Scheme 2004

Mr. T. McDonald outlined the main points of the HEG Scheme 2004.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by  Councillor G. Brady it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Higher Education Grants Scheme 2004.

Local Government Act, 2001 – Ethical Framework for Local Government Services.

Mr. T. McDonald informed the members present that Ms. Anne Glancy, Ethics Registrar had circulated documentation in relation to the above for completion by newly elected members.  The closing date was the 30th July 2004.

Letter – 30th April 2004 from Valuation Office re ESB Global Valuation.

Mr. T. McDonald explained the valuation basis of the Global Valuation of the properties of the ESB in relation to the administrative area of Longford County Council.

Letter – 17th June 2004 – from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the Global Valuation of the ESB.

Mr. T. McDonald stated he expected the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to take up the shortfall in the context of the General Purposes allocations from the Local Government Fund for 2005.

Consideration of Overdraft accommodation of €6.3 million for half year ending 31st March 2005 in relation to purchase of land for industry.

On the proposal of Councillor Barney Steele seconded by Councillor James Coyle it was unanimously agreed to approve of Overdraft Accommodation of €6.3 million for half year ending 31 March 2005 in relation to purchase of land for industry.

Consideration of guarantee of loan facility to Longford Enterprise Development Company.

On the proposal of Councillor Denis Glennon seconded by Councillor Larry Bannon it was unanimously agreed:

“That we the members of Longford County Council support and request the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to approve the Council’s guarantee in respect of the loan repayments of Longford Enterprise Development Company Ltd.”

Conferences:

On the proposal of Councillor Luie McEntire seconded by Councillor James Coyule the following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

    I.

William Carleton School.

“The Big House in Ireland Carleton and Politico-Religious Issues”

Corick House Hotel, Clogher.

2nd –6th August 2004.

II

Dr. Doughlas Hyde Conference 2004.



“The Writer and the State”



St. Nathy’s College, Ballaghaderreen.



16th, 17th and 18th July 2004.

III. Inland Waterways Association of Ireland.

“Conference on all aspects of our navigable inland waterways”

Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone.

27th July 2004.

IV. Confederation of European Councillors.

-CEC Information/Training Seminar for Councillors

Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone.

28th August 2004.

-Annual Conference.

Gibraltar.

29th September to 3rd October 2004.

-One day Information/Training Seminar

Hodson Bay Hotel.

4th September 2004.

V. National Association of Councillors.

National Women’s Conference.

Ramada Jarvis Hotel, Belfast.

3rd to 5th September 2004.

VI. The Water Services National Training Group in conjunction with

Mid-West Regional Authority.

“8th Annual Conference – The Water We Drink”

9th September 2004.

Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny.

VII. L.A.M.A.

“Annual Winter Seminar”

12th and 13th November 2004.

Fairways Hotel, Dundalk, Co. Louth.

VIII. The Third Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend.

“A View from the Treetop”

17th and 18th September, 2004

The Silverbirch Hotel, Gortin Road, Omagh, Co. Tyrone.

IX. Merriman Summer School 2004.

“Orthodoxies and Heresies: The New Ireland and its Scared Cow”

Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, County Clare.

21-28 August 2004

X. Unveiling of Goldsmith Gravestone.

Temple Fleet Street, London.

6th – 8th April 2004.

XI. Patrick MacGill Summer School.

Glenties.

18th – 23rd July 2004.

XII. Ballymahon Twinning Trip to France.

8th – 16th September 2003.

      (XIII)
Parnell Summer School.



Rathdrum,



Co. Wicklow.



15th – 20th August 2004.

(XIV) D.F.I. Seminar for People with Disabilities.

11th May 2004.

Dublin

(XV) Rural Development Conference.

Tullamore Court Hotel.

30th March 2004.

(XVI) Conference marking European Competition Day.

Dublin Castle.



29th April 2004.

(XVII) Conference of the Three European Union Presidents.

Dublin Castle.

1st May 2004.

(XVIII) Launch of  e-voting.

Mansion House, Dublin.

4th February 2004.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ________________________

             Mary Morrissey

             A/Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 20th September 2004.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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