LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on

Monday, 16th February 2004 at 3.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Gerry Brady, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – James Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Seamus Butler, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell,

Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile,  

Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, Maire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcan, Brian Lynch, Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Peadar O Murchu, Michael Nevin, John  Nolan,

Mae Sexton and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager.





Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance.

APOLOGIES:

Apologies for inability to attend were received from





Councillors D. Glennon and S. Lynch.











MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor B. Lynch seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Jodie Dempsey, Killeen on the death of his brother, Richard Dempsey.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor V. Kiernan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Ann Hynes and family, Ringowney, Edgeworthstown on the death of John Hynes.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor V. Kiernan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Kearney family, Ballygilchrist on the death of Mrs. Kearney.

Senator J. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Mrs. Marian Murtagh and family, Tenelough, Carrickboy on the death of Jimmy Murtagh.

Councillor P. Murphy proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Flynn, McCormack and Keeghran families on the death of Bessie O’Neill.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Christy and Maureen Warnock and family on the death of Aggie Orohoe, Abbeyderg, Kenagh.

Senator J. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Brendan Kenny, Kilglass, Legan on the death of his brother, John Kenny.

Senator J. Bannon proposed and Councillor M. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Mrs. Marcella Mullen, Abbeyshrule on the death of her husband, Toss Mullen.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:-

On the proposal of Senator J. Bannon seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, the Minutes of Budget meeting held on the 12th January 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Senator J. Bannon seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, the Minutes of Monthly meeting held on the 19th January 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

Councillor S. Butler stated that he wished to have it recorded in the Minutes that his Company, Butler Manufacturing Services Ltd., has an interest in relation to the Clondra Sewerage Scheme.

The County Manger replied to various questions raised by the members.

MANAGER’S ORDERS:

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE:

Public Liability Claims received during January2004.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, informed the meeting that one public liability claim had been received during January 2004.

Annual Ethics Declaration.

Mr. McDonald reminded the members that they are requested to complete the Annual Ethics Declaration before the 29th February 2004.

National Code of Conduct.

It was noted that a copy of the Draft Local Government National Code of Conduct for Councillors and Employees had been circulated to the members at the January meeting of the Council.   Mr. McDonald asked that any observations on the document be forwarded to him as soon as possible.

Senator J. Bannon stated that he would circulate a copy of the submission made by L.A.M.A. to the members.

Statutory Audit Report for year ended 31st December 2002.

That Statutory Audit Report for year ended 31st December 2002 was noted by the members.

Annual Financial Statement 2003.

A copy of the Annual Financial Statement for 2003 was circulated to the members.

It was noted that this item would be placed on the Agenda for the March meeting of the Council.

Schedule of Uncollected Rates as at the 31st December 2003.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan it was unanimously agreed that each Councillor receive a schedule of uncollected rates in his/her electoral area.   

Expenses of Members.

Circular Letter LG 02/04, dated 20th January 2004 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Expenses of Members was noted.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS:

Date for March Meeting of the Council.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan it was unanimously agreed that the March meeting of the Council be held on Monday, 

22nd March 2004.

Padraig Pearse Award 2004.

Letter received from Mr. Labhras O Murchu, Cathaoirleach, Fonduireacht an Phiarsaigh regarding nomination for Padraig Pearse Award 2004 was noted.

Notices of Motions:

Official Status for Irish in the European Union.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Senator J. Bannon:-

“That this Council supports the campaign for official status for Irish in the European Union and that we will write to the Taoiseach, Minister Brian Cowen, Minister Eamon O Cuiv and Minister Dick Roche.”

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that he would write to the Taoiseach, Minister Brian Cowen, Minister Eamon O Cuiv and Minister Dick Roche regarding Councillor Coyle’s Motion.

Funding for the North Longford Transport Initiative.

In the absence of Councillor S. Lynch, the Mayor proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride Harkin seconded the following Notice of Motion:-

“I request that Longford County Council review the correspondence dated 

3rd December 2003 received by Deputy Peter Kelly from Dr. James McDaid, T.D., regarding funding for the North Longford Transport Initiative.”

Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride seconded that a deputation meet with Minister McDaid regarding funding for the North Longford Transport Initiative. 

It was also agreed that the Motion be placed on the Agenda for the March meeting of the Council.

Presentation by Dr. Pat Mulhern, Head of Development, Athlone Institute of Technology.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, welcomed Dr. Pat Mulhern, Head of Development, Athlone Institute of Technology, to the meeting.

Dr. Mulhern outlined the contents of the Institute’s “Strategic Plan 2003 – 2008” to the members under the following headings:-

· The declining market of traditional Leaving Certificate graduates.

· Competitive Higher Education sector.

· Declining and less secure funding from central government.

· Increasing requirement for a HEI to deliver more than education.

· Requirement to increase the intake of mature students.

· Need to expand the level of research undertaken in the institute.

· Increased delivery costs and increase cost of infrastructure maintenance.

Dr. Mulhern answered various questions raised by the members.

The members of the Council complimented Dr. Mulhern and the Athlone Institute of Technology on the educational facilities being provided at the Institute and for their continued commitment to Longford.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, thanked Dr. Mulhern for his very informative presentation.

Presentation by Mr. Pat Keating, Project Manager, on the Draft Regional Planning Guidelines.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, welcomed Mr. Pat Keating, Project Manager, Midland Regional Authority, to the meeting.

Mr. Keating informed the meeting that a Steering Committee and a Working Group had been established by the Midland Regional Authority to oversee the preparation of the Draft Regional Planning Guidelines.

He outlined the progress to date on the preparation of the Draft Guidelines and stated that the Draft Guidelines were agreed by the Midland Regional Authority on the 

3rd February 2004.  The Draft Guidelines are on public display until the 

21st April 2004.

He stated that the aim of the Plan is that by 2020, the Midlands Region will be a successful, sustainable and equitable region, full of opportunities for its expanded population.

Mr. Keating addressed the meeting on the following topics:-

· National Policy,

· Local Policy.

· Overview of Development Factors.

· Inter-regional links.

· Population Trends.

· Critical Mass and Regional Competitiveness.

· Strategic Goals.

· Development of five spatial components of the region with primary focus on the gateway and principle towns.

· Critical enabling investment priorities.

· Strategic Framework – Development Areas.

                                                -  Regional Priorities.

Mr. Keating replied to questions raised by the members.

Councillor P. Belton emphasised to the members that the Draft Regional Planning Guidelines are on public display until the 21st April 2004, to allow for submissions to be made.

The County Manager stated that if any of the Councillors wish to make a submission, they can forward same to either Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services or 

Ms. Aoife Moore, Acting Executive Planner.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor M. Farrell, it was agreed that the Draft Regional Planning Guidelines should be placed as an item on the Agenda for the March meeting of the Council.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, thanked Mr. Keating for his presentation.

Notices of Motions.

Industry for Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Lynch and seconded by Councillor J. Coyle.

“The National Spatial Strategy did not seem to benefit Granard.  I wish to ask

 Enterprise Ireland and the County Development Board to consider bringing a

 suitable industry to Granard town.”

Councillor Lynch proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that a meeting should be arranged between the County Councillors from the Granard Electoral area, Granard Town Council and Granard Chamber of Commerce regarding attracting industry to Granard.

Garda Siochana Barracks.

Councillor B. Lynch proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded the following Notice of Motion:-

“I ask the Minister for Justice to have the Garda Siochana Barracks painted and the

 Garda residence updated as it could accommodate young Gardai.”

It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Minister for Justice and that Granard Town Council be asked to do the same.

Correspondence.

Letter received from Laois County Council regarding Local Authority representation on Health Boards was supported by the members of the Council

Letter dated 20th January 2004 received from Killarney Town Council regarding NCT testing process was supported by the members of the Council.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that the Council should write to the Department of the Environment and Local Government asking that NCT Certificates be backdated if the vehicle is off the road.

Letter dated 26th January 2004 received from Cork City Council regarding the playing of the official Irish National Anthem at international sporting events was noted.

Letter dated 19th January 2004 received from Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council regarding financial donations from the corporate sector to political parties was noted. 

Letter dated 3rd February 2004 received from Offaly County Council regarding the criteria for the latest broadband proposals was noted.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Murphy seconded that letter dated 

6th February 2004 received from Sr. Anna Burke, RSM, Sisters of Mercy, regarding Fairtrade Fortnight  March 1 – 14 be supported by the Council.

On the proposal of Councillor B. Lynch seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed that Sr. Anna Burke be asked to address the March meeting of the Council.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications, which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council, was submitted and noted.

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 28th November 2003.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 28th November 2003 were noted.

Declaration of Road to be a Public Road at “The Meadows”, Longford Road, Drumlish.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor V. Kiernan seconded that road at the “The Meadows”, Longford Road, Drumlish, Co. Longford be declared a public road under the Planning & Development Act 2000 – Road Traffic Act 1993.

Disposal of Fee Simple of Property at Corinagh, Moyne, Co. Longford.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that the Council dispose of fee simple of property at Corrinagh, Moyne, Co. Longford to the proposed owners, Richard and Monica Hefferanan in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 3rd February 2004.

Disposal of Properties in Curraghrua Estate, Lanesboro and Ard Na Ri, Ardnacassa, Longford.

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor P. Murphy seconded that the Council dispose of properties in Ard Na Ri, Ardnacassa, Longford listed on Notice issued on the 4th February 2004 pursuant to the requirements of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001. 

It was noted that the land for the houses at Ard Na Ri, Ardnacassa, Longford had been purchased from Plunketts and Reillys.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that the Council dispose of properties in Curraghrua Estate, Lanesboro listed on Notice issued on the 4th February 2004 pursuant to the requirements of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY.

2004 Local Improvement Scheme.

Letter dated 15th January 2004 received from the Department of the Environment,

Heritage and Local Government regarding Longford County Council’s

funding requirements under the 2004 Local Improvement Scheme Grants 

Programme was noted.

CLAR Funding in 2004  - Local Improvement Scheme Roads in CLAR Areas.

Letter dated 27th January 2004 received from the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs regarding CLAR funding in 2004 for work on Local Improvement Scheme roads in CLAR areas was noted.

Date for Special Roads Meeting.

It was agreed to consider the 2004 Roadworks Scheme at the March meeting of the Council.

SANITARY SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES:

Update on Clondra Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director Services, informed the meeting that the proposed sewerage scheme for Clondra has been advertised for tender.  The closing date for receipt of tenders is the 12th March 2004.   
Ballyleague Sewerage Scheme.

Councillor A. Farrell enquired regarding having another Joint Meeting between the elected representatives from Strokestown Electoral Area and the Ballymahon Electoral Area to review progress on the Lanesboro  -  Ballyleague Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. Timlin stated that he is awaiting a reply from Roscommon County Council to his request for a further meeting 

Update on Aughnacliffe, Ardagh, Ballinalee, Drumlish and Newtownforbes Sewerage Schemes and Phase 2 of the Longford Sewerage Scheme.

With regard to the proposed sewerage schemes for Aughnacliffe, Ardagh and Ballinlaee, Mr. Timlin stated that the Department of the Environment and Local Government is examining the Water Charging Policy report for these Schemes.   

The proposed sewerage schemes for Drumlish and Newtownforbes are included in the Department’s Investment Programme.

With regarding to the Longford Town Sewerage Scheme, a report on the water pricing policy is awaited from the Consultants.  It is anticipated that the report will be ready for submission to the Department in the near future.

Progress Report on Midlands Waste Management Plan.

Mr. Timlin outlined the details of the Midlands Waste Management Plan Progress Report –Longford County Council to the members.

Notices of Motions.

Longford Tidy Towns.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan:-

“In view of the recent outstanding success of the Tidy Towns group & the Chamber of Commerce in the IBAL league placing Longford in 3rd position in Ireland, I herby request the relevant Directorates to put the following into place with immediate effect:

 

1. To appoint a senior co-ordinator between Longford Co. Co. and Longford Town Council for the purpose of directing litter removal and tidy town functions, especially on the approach roads to Longford Town. This has already been requested many times by the relevant groups. 

2. To put in place a regular and efficient litter removal programme on the approach roads and, especially, on the N4 by-pass. 

3. To draw up improvement and enhancement plans for the Longford Town approach roads, and implement these this year, with a view to improving Longford’s dismal showing in these areas in the Tidy Towns judging. 
Since the change of direction by the voluntary effort, there has been a startling deterioration in the condition of the areas mentioned above. It is imperative that these areas are attended to immediately. Failure to do so, on a sustained basis, will mean Longford will slip back and, once again, gain the infamous accolade as one of the dirtiest towns in Ireland.”

Mr. Timlin stated that a sum of € 230,000 was provided for litter control and street cleaning in Programme Group 5 of the adopted budget for 2004. The work is carried out on an agency basis by the roads section and the fund is equally divided between the north and south areas. There already is informal coordination between Longford Town and Co. Council and it would need the agreement of the Town Council to formalise this arrangement. 

The money provided has to cover the cost of providing a service throughout the County and any enhanced service provision for the N4 bypass could mean a reduction of service in the other areas.

It is recommended that the motion be referred to the relevant area and strategic policy committees for consideration and report. The County Litter Management Plan is presently being revised and the draft document will shortly be considered by the Sanitary/Environment SPC.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a Joint Meeting between Longford Town Council and the Longford Area Committee be held to discuss the matter.

Granard Regional Water Scheme and proposed Public Supply for Mullinalaghta.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Lynch and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“With a million euro funding for a Strategic Review of the Granard Regional

 Water Scheme, some houses in Granard town still have a poor supply of water.

With a public supply of water promised for the Village of Mullinalaghta, where a

reservoir in Cullybawn has not been fully utilised, I ask for further clarification from

the Sanitary Services Department as to when the water will be brought to the Village.”

Mr. R. Timlin stated that a Draft Brief for the appointment of Consultants to carry out a strategic review of the Granard Regional Water Supply Scheme was submitted to the Department of the Environment and Local Government in January 2004.

The Consultants will be asked to give early consideration to the issues raised by Councillor Lynch.

Longford Jobs Initiative and Other FAS Schemes.

Letter dated 12th January 2004 received by Deputy Peter Kelly from

Mr. Frank Fahey, T.D., Minister for Labour Affairs, regarding Longford Jobs

Initiative and other FAS schemes was noted.

FIRE SERVICES CAPITAL PROGRAMME.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, referred to a Circular which had been received from the Department of the Environment and Local Government requesting the Council to prioritise Fire Station needs throughout the County.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor B. Lynch it was unanimously agreed to deal with this matter at the Special Meeting of the Council on Monday 23rd February 2004.

CONFERENCES:

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) Kerry Environmental Recognition Centre.

13th Annual Environmental Conference.

Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, C. Kerry.

3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th March 2004.

(ii) General Council of County Councils.

Annual Conference 2004.

Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny.

11th, 12th and 13th March 2004.

(iii) Mayo County Council and Mayo County Development Board.

“Europeade Conference 2004.”

Hotel Westport, Westport, Co. Mayo.

22nd and 23rd April 2004.

(iv) Kilkee Waterworld Ltd.

“Partnership & Participation”  The Perils & the Possibilities.

Kilkee Bay Hotel, Kilkee, Co. Clare.

25th and 26th March 2004.

(v) The “Clonmel Conference”

“A Healthy Debate”  Should Councillors Remain on Health Boards.

Slievenamon Golf Club Fairways Restaurant, Clonmel.

5th and 6th March 2004.

(vi) Regional Assembly Conference.

Delivering Infrastructure to the BMW Region.

4th March 2004.

Corrib Great Southern Hotel, Galway.

(vii) County Wexford Tourism.



Renewable Energy Conference.

Wexford.

4th to 6th February 2004.

(viii) Clare County Council.

Septic Tank Seminar.

29th and 30th January 2004.

(ix)
St. Patricks Day Dinner and Parade.

14th  and 17th March 2004.

New York.

Publications.

The list of publications which had been circulated to the members was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 22nd March 2004.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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