LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on

Monday, 22nd March 2004 at 3.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Gearoid O Brádaigh, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paddy Belton, Seamus Butler, 

James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Frank Kilbride, Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, 

Brian Lynch, Seán O Loingsigh, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, John  Nolan and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

APOLOGIES:

Apology for inability to attend was received from





Senator James Bannon.











MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor B. Steele proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the wife and family the late Tom Keenan, Ratharney, a former overseer with Longford County Council.   All members of the Council associated themselves with the vote of sympathy.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Glennon family, Kilnasavogue, Longford on the death of Paddy Glennon.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor D. Glennon seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McNulty family, Glack, Longford on the death of 

Gary McNulty.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor D. Glennon seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McCann family, Battery Road, Longford on the death of Mary McCann.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor D. Glennon seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Lynch family, Knappogue, Clondra on the death of Frank Lynch.

Councillor B. Lynch proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Lynch family, Kilbride, Abbeylara on the death of 

Thomas Lynch.

Councillor B. Lynch proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to John Mulligan, Clooneen, Granard on the death of 

Mary Kate Mulligan.

Councillor S. Lynch proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Mary Bracken, Kennedy Drive, Longford on the death of Paddy Bracken.

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor S. Lynch seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Paddy Rehill and family, Annaly Park, Longford on the death of Gerry Rehill.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Hanley family, Corrigeen and the Kilcoyne family, Barnacor, Lanesboro on the death of Margeret Hanley.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:-

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor M. Farrell, the Minutes of Special meeting held on the 2nd February 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on the 16th February 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, the Minutes of Adjourned Special Meeting held on the 23rd February 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, the Minutes of Adjourned Special Meeting held on the 26th February 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, the Minutes of Adjourned Special Meeting held on the 1st March 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS:

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE:

Public Liability Claims received during February 2004.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, informed the meeting that no public liability claim had been received during February 2004.

Annual Financial Statement 2003.

The Head of Finance outlined the details of the Annual Financial Statement for 2003 to the members.

The following statistics were circulated to the meeting:-

· Total Non National Road Grant Allocations notified to Local Authorities 2003 – 2004.

· Local Government Fund Allocation 2003 – 2004.

· Local Authority House Completions and Acquisitions 1998 – 2002.

With regard to land which had been purchased by Longford County Council for the Cardinal Healthcare facility, Mr. McDonald informed the members that Longford County Council paid a total of  €4,993,460 to purchase the sixty three acre site from Ashbrook Resources Ltd.  He stated that a total of  €541,234 was paid in interest over a three year period to service the loan used to purchase the land.   A total of €35,331 in credit interest was received from Cardinal Healthcare and a further  €135,000 was recouped under “Needs and Resources” leaving a loss of  €370,903 to the Council.

However, if the council sold the land back to Ashbrook Resources Ltd. it is anticipated that the Council would make a  €300,000 profit – on the basis of the original agreement that Ashbrook would pay interest of 4% for every year the Council owned the land, if Cardinal decided not to develop the site.

The County Manger outlined the changes that have taken place in the preparation of the Annual Financial Statement in accordance with Guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment and Local Government.

He also outlined the details of the agreement which had been entered into with Ashbrook Resources Ltd. regarding  the site which had been purchased by the Council from Ashbrook Resources Ltd. for the Cardinal Healthcare project.

Additional Expenditure.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor J. Nolan seconded additional expenditure as outlined in the Annual Financial Statement.

Loan of  €10m from the Housing Finance Agency.

Councillor B. Steele proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded approval to the raising of a loan of  €10m from the Housing Finance Agency for housing purposes.

Correspondence:

Letter dated 8th March 2004 received from Clare County Council regarding proposed limitations on the borrowings of local authorities was noted.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications, which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council, was submitted and noted.

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 28th November 2003.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 28th November 2003 were noted.

Recommendation from Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee regarding replacement on the Committee.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor A. Farrell seconded that 

Mr. Kevin Hughes, GEM Construction, be appointed as the Construction Industry Federation representative on the Committee to replace Mr. Vincent Fay, who has resigned.

Disposal of Plot of Ground at Cartrons, Kenagh.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that the Council dispose of plot of ground comprising 0.036 hectares at Cartrons, Kenagh, 

Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 8th March 2004.

Notice of Motion in the name of Senator J. Bannon.

Due to the absence of Senator Bannon, it was agreed to defer the following Notice of Motion to the April meeting of the Council:-

“That this Council, in light of the introduction of inequitable development levies on new housing that will make building a house prohibitive for many young people and the refusal of the Government to fulfil its promise to make it easier for local residents to build one-off houses in rural areas, condemns the Government for failing to act on its promise to ease planning legislation on one-off housing and calls on the Government to restore immediately public confidence by reversing its decision to introduce development levies and to honour its pre-election promise to improve the planning process and by doing so reinvigorate rural Ireland.”

Correspondence.

Letter dated 11th February 2004 received from Galway City Council regarding access certification for buildings was noted.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY.

Presentation by the National Roads Authority Regional Design Office, Roscommon on Part VIII Planning for the Edgeworthstown Inner Relief Road.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, welcomed Mr. Mark Keavney from the National Roads Authority Regional Design Office, Roscommon, to the meeting.

Mr. Keavney gave a summary of the County Manager’s report on the 

N4 Edgeworthstown Inner Relief Road, which had been prepared in accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and which had been circulated to the members.  He referred to the Notices which had been issued regarding the proposed development and he outlined the nature and extent of the proposed development.

He stated that the proposed development had been examined in accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2000 and in the context of the Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009.   

Mr. Keavney referred to the submissions/observations which had been received in respect of the proposed development.

Mr. Keavney answered questions raised by the members.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by the Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, it was agreed to adopt Part VIII Planning for the Edgeworthstown Inner Relief Road.

2004 Roadworks Scheme.

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, outlined the details of the Roadworks Scheme for 2004. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor J. Coyle it was unanimously agreed that the 2004 Roadworks Scheme be adopted by the Council, subject to any corrections being made, following consultation with the Members.    Mr. Kilgallen, Director of Services, asked that all submissions being made by the members should be with Mr. Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer, within two weeks.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a consolidated report on all roadworks which have taken place since 1999 and the amount of finance spent on roads since 1999 should be notified  to the members.

SANITARY SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES:

Update on Clondra Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director Services, informed the meeting that tenders for the proposed sewerage scheme for Clondra had been opened by the Tenders Committee earlier in the day.  Following appraisal by the Council’s Consulting Engineers, a progress report will be submitted to the April meeting of the Council.
Presentation on Water Metering Project.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, welcomed Mr. Pat Dromey, Senior Engineer, and 

Ms. Sylvia Kilcline, Customer Services Officer, to the meeting.

Mr. Dromey and Ms. Kilcline outlined the contents of the document on the Water Metering Project, which had been circulated to the members, under the following headings:-

· The development of the public water supply network in County Longford.

· An overview on the Government’s national water pricing policy in 1998, which requires the charging of non-domestic customers for water services to recover the full costs of providing this service.

· Project Description.

· Longford’s Networks and Water Resources.

· Current Charging Structure.

· Water Metering Project

· Design and Compilation of Customer Database.

· The selection, procurement and installation of Meters and Meter Box.

· Customer Billing.

· Ongoing Tasks  -  Meter Maintenance and Renewal, Analysis of Water Pricing Policy, Customer Relations and Public Awareness and Water Conservation.

Queries raised by the members in relation to Water Metering Project were responded to by Mr. Timlin, Mr. Dromey and Ms. Kilcline.

The Mayor and members complimented Mr. Dromey and Ms. Kilcline for their excellent presentation.

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE MIDLAND WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN IMPLEMENTATION:-

Mr. Timlin outlined the details of the Progress Report on the Midland Waste Management Plan Implementation to the members.

Notices of  Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder:-

Water Main between Blenavoher Four Roads and Fermoyle National School.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor S. Farrell:-

“That the water main between Blenavoher Fout Roads and Fermoyle National Schoole be re-laid.”

Mr. Timlin stated that the distance from Blenavoher/Aghaloughan crossroads to Formoyle National School is approximately 800 metres. The area was originally served from the Lanesborough Regional Water Supply Scheme via. a 75mm ( uPVC coil pipe. Due to frequent bursting of this pipeline, it was for the most part replaced in new 80mm ( uPVC sections over the last few years. 

Sewerage Schemes for Aughnacliffe, Carra, Ballinalee and Granardkille.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Lynch and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“There are many developments depending on sewerage schemes, notably Aughnacliffe, Carra, Ballinalee and Granardkille and it would be important for the Councillors and people to know when these schemes are going to start”

Letter dated 17th February 2004 received from the Water Services Section/Environment Infrastructure and Services Division of the Department of the Environment and Local Government regarding Ardagh/Aughnacliffe/Ballinalee Sewerage Schemes was noted by the members.

Mr. Timlin stated that these extensions are being promoted under the Small Schemes Programme.  Sites for pumping stations are in the process of being acquired.

Consultants are preparing Part 8 planning and Contract Documents with a view to seeking tenders in Summer 2004.

DoEHLG are currently appraising the following  ; Design Review Report, Preliminary Risk Assessment Report, DB/DBO applicability Report and Water Pricing Report

We are  awaiting DoEHLG approval to proceed to Contract Document Stage. Prior to the tender process the following activities will have to be completed for all of the schemes :  site investigation, wayleave agreements, land acquisitions, and Part 8 Planning.   Subject to satisfactory progress we would expect to go tender later this year.  

Notice of Motion submitted by Councillors Sean Farrell and Peter Murphy.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors S. Farrell and 

P. Murphy and seconded by Councillor B. Lynch:-

“LJI Board of Directors regrets the decision of FAS not to renew the Longford Jobs Initiative Scheme for 2004 – 2007.  This scheme has provided valuable training for its participants and much needed support for local communities in improving and maintaining  local burial grounds.

The LJI Board of Directors notes that FAS propose that this need be satisfied through a Community Employment Scheme.   It is proposed that Longford County Council hereby directs the Sanitary and Environment Directorate to pursue an application for a Community Employment Scheme for the maximum possible number of participants and an early start-up date.”

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that Longford County Council proceed with a Community Employment Scheme.

Rural Water Programme :  Block Grant Allocations 2004.

Mr. Timlin outlined the details of a letter dated 10th March 2004 received from the Environment Infrastructure and Services Division, Department of the Environment and Local Government regarding Block Grant Allocations 2004 for the Rural Water Programme.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS:

Presentation and Demonstration on Electronic Voting.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, welcomed Ms. Nora O’Farrell, Senior Executive Officer, to the meeting.

Ms. O’Farrell outlined the contents of the document on Electronic Voting, which had been circulated to the members, under the following headings:-

· Logistics for June elections.

· Pilot use of system.

· Is the Voting Machine secure?

· How do I vote?

· What if I make a mistake?

· How do I know that my vote is recorded?

· Is my vote secret?

· Language on Voting Machine.

· Assistance at Polling Station.

· Postal and Special Voting.

· What happens to my vote?

· Count procedures.

· How will voters learn about the voting process?

A voting machine was available in the Council Chamber for demonstration purposes.

Ms. O’Farrell and Mr. Sheridan replied to various queries raised by the members.

The Mayor thanked Ms. O’Farrell for her excellent presentation.

Draft Regional Planning Guidelines.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, seconded by 

Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that a sub-committee should be formed to consider the Draft Regional Planning Guidelines and report back to the Council

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor B. Lynch, it was agreed that any member of the Council who wishes to be a member of the sub-committee may do so.

Notices of Motions:

Funding for the North Longford Transport Initiative.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Lynch and seconded by the Mayor, Councillor G. Brady:-

“I request that Longford County Council review the correspondence dated 

3rd December 2003 received by Deputy Peter Kelly from Dr. James McDaid, T.D., regarding funding for the North Longford Transport Initiative.”

It was agreed that the Motion be placed on the Agenda for the April meeting of the Council.

Bus Eireann to provide a Bus with a Lower Entry Step for Passengers.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor J. Nolan:-

“That this Council call on Bus Eireann to provide a bus with a lower entry step for passengers on the two day Lanesboro-Longford run.”

It was agreed that the Council should write to Bus Eireann regarding this Notice of Motion.

Upgrade of Health Centre in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Lynch and seconded by the Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“I ask the Midland Health Board to extend and upgrade the Health Centre in Granard and also to provide car parking spaces to facilitate safe and easy access.”

It was agreed that the Council should write to the Midland Health Board regarding this Notice of Motion.

Broadband for Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Lynch and seconded by Councillor J. Coyle:-

“What is the position with Broadband for Granard and other towns in North Longford.”

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that he would have a report for the members at the April meeting of the Council regarding the provision of Broadband in Granard and other towns in the County.

Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government -

“Delivering Value for People – Service Indicators in Local Authorities”

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, seconded by 

Councillor B. Lynch, it was agreed to defer the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government -“Delivering Value for People – Service Indicators in Local Authorities” to the April meeting of the Council.

Consideration of disposal of site comprising 0.173 acres at Townparks, Longford to Shannon Brothers Ltd., Athlone Road, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 8th March 2004.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor J. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of  site comprising 0.173 acres at Townparks, Longford to Shannon Brothers Ltd., Athlone Road, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 8th March 2004.

Consideration of disposal of site No. 6 comprising 0.264 acres at Townparks, 

Longford to Kevin & Sandra Hussey, Market Square, Longford in accordance 

with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 

8th March 2004.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Nevin it was

unanimously agreed to dispose of site No. 6 comprising 0.264 acres at Townparks,

Longford to Kevin & Sandra Hussey, Market Square, Longford in accordance with

the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 

8th March 2004.

Consideration of disposal of site comprising 0.53 acres at Lanesboro, 

Co. Longford to E.S.B. Ltd., Lanesboro, in accordance with the terms of 

Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 8th March 2004

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor J. Nolan, it was

unanimously agreed to dispose of site comprising 0.53 acres at Lanesboro, 

Co. Longford to E.S.B. Ltd., Lanesboro, in accordance with the terms of Section 183

of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 8th March 2004.

Visit to Abbott Laboratories in Chicago on the 18th March 2004.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, stated that he would present a report to the April

meeting of the Council on the Meeting with Executives from Abbott Laboratories,

Chicago on the 18th March 2004.

Date for April Meeting of the Council.

As the Closing Conference of the Barcelona Declaration Project is due to take place

on the 19th April 2004 in Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, Dublin, Councillor J. Nolan

proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that the April meeting be 

deferred to the 26th April 2004.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 19th February 2004 received from the Office of the Minister for Transport concerning funding in 2004 for the North Longford Transport Initiative under the pilot Rural Transport Initiative was noted.

Letter dated 19th January 2004 received from the Franchise Section of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Photographs on Ballot Papers was noted.

Letter dated 17th February 2004 received from Kilkee Town Council regarding the following:-

· Hanley Report.

· Official status of the Irish language.

was noted.

Letter dated 9th February 2004 received from Ennis Town Council
 regarding official status of the Irish language was noted.

Letter dated 9th February 2004 received from Cashel Town Council regarding official status of the Irish language was noted.

Letter dated 12th February 2004 received from South Tipperary County Council regarding regulations for non-party candidates on nomination day for local elections  was supported by the members of Longford County Council.

Letter dated 13th February 2004 received from  Mr. Aengus O’Riain, Private Secretary to Mr. Tom Parlon, T.D., Minister of State, regarding Decentralisation programme was noted.

Letter dated 9th February 2004 received from Clones Town Council regarding voting rights for citizens living in the North of Ireland was noted.

CONFERENCES:

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) Association of Health Boards in Ireland.

Health Services in Ireland – Current Issues.

Bridge House Hotel, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.

26th and 27th March 2004.

(ii) University College Cork.

“Enhancing Local Democracy – The role of the local 

Councillor in Ireland”

Boole 2 Lecture Theatre, University College Cork.

26th March 2004.

(iii) Confederation of European Councillors.

“Rural Communities and their Future Needs.”

Hillgrove Hotel, Monaghan.

18th and 19th March 2004.

(iv) Local Authority Members Association.

21st Annual Conference.

15th and 16th April 2004.

West County Hotel, Ennis.

(v) Sherkin Island Marine Station.

20th Annual Environmental Conference.

22nd and 23rd April 2004.

Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork.

(vi) Teagasc.

Rural Development Conference 2004.

30th March 2004.

Tullamore Court Hotel.

(vii) Kadenza Consultancies, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

“Local Government 1999 – 2004   How did we do?”

Clonea Strand Hotel, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.

7th and 8th May 2004.

(viii) Tipperary Peace Convention.

“Keeping the Peace”.

Tipperary Town.

16th to 18th April 2004.

(ix) The Barcelona Declaration Project.

Closing Conference of the Barcelona Declaration Project.

Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, Dublin.

19th April 2004.

(x) Confederation of European Councillors.

“Rural Communities and their Future Needs”

18th and 19th March 2004.

Hillgrove Hotel, Monaghan.

(xi) Kerry Environmental Conference.

3rd, 4th ,5th and 6th March 2004.

Ballybunion, Co. Kerry.

(xii) General Council of County Councils.

11th to 13th March 2004.

New Park Hotel, Kilkenny.

(xiii) The Duhallow Conference 2004.

March 2004.

Kanturk, Co. Cork.

(xiv) Role of Public Reps. in Political Awareness in Schools.

Kanturk, Co. Cork.

18th to 21st March 2004.

(x)  
The “Clonmel Conference”

“A Healthy Debate”  Should Councillors Remain on Health Boards.

Slievenamon Golf Club Fairways Restaurant, Clonmel.

3rd and 4th April 2004.

(xi)   Visit by LAMA delegation to Sellafield



1st and 2nd March 2004.

(xii)    Visit by LAMA delegation to Wurzburg.



26th to 31st January 2004.

Publications.

The list of publications which had been circulated to the members was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 26th April 2004.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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