LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on

Monday, 17th May 2004 at 3.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Gearoid O Brádaigh, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  James Bannon,Paddy Belton, 

Seamus Butler, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell,

Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile, 

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Frank Kilbride, Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, 

Brian Lynch, Seán O Loingsigh, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, John  Nolan, 

and Barney Steele.   

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:-

On the proposal of Senator J. Bannon seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on the 26th April 2004 were confirmed and adopted 

MANAGER’S ORDERS:

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE:

Public Liability Claims.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, informed the members that one public liability

claim had been received during the month of April 2004.

Global Valuation – Electricity Supply Board.

The Head of Finance referred to a notification which he had received regarding the E.S.B. global valuation for County Longford.  Mr. McDonald recommended to the members that Longford County Council should request the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to continue with its policy of offsetting the gains and losses in the E.S.B. global valuation by adjusting the Local Government Fund Grant by the same amount.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor A. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council request the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to continue with its policy of offsetting the gains and losses in the E.S.B. global valuation by adjusting the Local Government Fund Grant by the same amount.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 29th  March 2004.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 29th  March 2004 were noted.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications, which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council, was submitted and noted.

Local Authority Housing Capital Allocations 2004.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, outlined the details of  Circular Letter N 3/04, dated 23rd April 2004 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Local Authority Housing Capital Allocations 2004.

Report of the County Manager in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 in relation to proposals to provide Rural Cottages at Killashee, County Longford and Drumury, Moyne, County Longford. 
On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor V. Kiernen the Report of the County Manager in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 in relation to proposals to provide Rural Cottages at Killashee, County Longford and Drumury, Moyne, County Longford was adopted.

Draft Action Plan for Social and Affordable Housing 2004 – 2008.

On the proposal of Senator J. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Action Plan for Social and Affordable Housing 2004 – 2008.

Recommendation from Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee regarding allocation for playgrounds:-

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, the following recommendation from the Strategic Policy Committee was adopted:-

“That Longford County Council noting an allocation of €1m in 2004 for development and refurbishment of Local Authority playgrounds call on the Minister of State, 

Mr. Brian Lenihan, T.D., to substantially increase this allocation in 2005.”

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY.

Presentation of Part 8 recommendation for consideration and adoption in respect of Granard Traffic Calming Scheme.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, welcomed Mr. Paul Newell, Assistant Engineer,               to the meeting. 

Mr. Newell stated that the Notice of intention to carry out a Traffic Calming Scheme for Granard was advertised in the Longford Leader and Longford News on Friday, 

20th February 2004 and Irish Independent on the Tuesday 17th February 2004.  The deadline for the receipt of submissions and/or observations was subsequently extended to Friday, 30th April 2004.

Mr. Newell outlined the details of the report, which had been circulated to the members.   

The works will include the modification of traffic lanes with road markings and build-outs from the existing footpaths, the introduction of traffic calming “gateway” features at 30 m.p.h. speed limits and two zebra crossings.   

He stated that observations/submissions and comments were given consideration, resulting in the amendment of the proposed design omitting the proposed pedestrian  crossing at the Sacred Heart Primary School, the relocation of the proposed Zebra crossing at the Statoil petrol station, and the omission of car parking restrictions on Dublin Street and Barrack Street.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that the provision of a by-pass for Granard be given priority when the Council next meets with the National Roads Authority.

Mr. Kilgallen and Mr. Newell answered various queries raised by the members regarding the proposed scheme.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor B. Lynch seconded that the Council adopt the proposed Traffic Calming Scheme for Granard.

Presentation of Part 8 recommendation for consideration and adoption in respect of Lanesboro Traffic Calming Scheme.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, welcomed Mr. Sean Jordan, Senior Executive Engineer to the meeting. 

Mr. Jordan stated that the Notice of intention to carry out a Traffic Calming Scheme for Lanesboro was advertised in the Longford Leader, Longford News and Irish Independent on Friday, 23rd March 2004.  Submissions and/or observations were invited between 25th March and 7th May 2004.

Mr. Jordan outlined the details of the report, which had been circulated to the members.   

The works will include the narrowing of the existing traffic lanes along the Longford Road and Main Street, through the use of modified road markings, central islands, and right turning lane on the main street at the community centre.

The installation of a controlled pedestrian crossing with a build out, narrowing the carriageway on the main street at the Lough Ree Arms Hotel.

The installation of traffic control signals at the N63/R392 junction.

Establishment of a zebra crossing at the secondary school.

Footpaths to be continued out to the housing estate on the Longford Road and revised junction layout on the southern side of the N63.

Parking provision to be revised including the reallocation of footpath sections to create parking spaces.

Speed limits to be revised and extended outwards from the town centre.

A review of the existing circulation of heavy goods vehicles throughout the town.

He stated that all observations/submissions on the proposed development have been noted, the amended scheme as proposed represents the most balanced options for providing the safest scheme layout for both pedestrians and vehicular users alike which is in accordance with aims, objectives and policies as contained in the County Development Plan 2003 and is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

Mr. Kilgallen and Mr. Jordan answered various queries raised by the members regarding the proposed scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was agreed to defer consideration and adoption of the Part 8 recommendation in respect of Lanesboro Traffic Calming Scheme to the July meeting of the Council.
Notice of Motion.

Local Improvement Scheme.

Councillor B. Lynch proposed and Councillor M. Farrell seconded the following Notice of Motion:-

“I ask the Minister for the Environment, Martin Cullen, T.D., to allow a Local Improvement Scheme where there is one household on a lane as it is very unfair that these people cannot get their roadways done.”

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor M. Farrell seconded that a resolution should be sent to the Minister for the Environment requesting that a road which has one landowner and one householder should be in a position to qualify for a Local Improvement Scheme and that a herd number should not be required.

In reply to queries from the members, Mr. Kilgallen outlined the present criteria set down by the Department of the Environment and Local Government in relation to Local Improvement Schemes and he stated that a copy of the regulations would be circulated to the members.

Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that the Department be requested to provide extra funding for the provision of Local Improvement Schemes.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor V. Kiernan seconded that the Council write to the Department requesting that the criteria for the provision of Local Improvement Schemes be changed.

Senator J. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded the following motion:-

“That this Council condemns the Minister for the Environment and Local Government for changing the rules in relation to Local Improvement Schemes.”

A vote was taken.

For the Motion 

Councillors  -  J. Bannon, P. Belton, G. Brady, 

A. Farrell, M. Farrell, S. Farrell, V. Kiernan, 

F. Kilbride, M. Kilbride-Harkin and A. Mitchell.

Total  -  10

Against the Motion

Councillors  -  S. Butler, J. Coyle, D. Glennon, 

B. Lynch, L. McEntire, J. Nolan and B. Steele.

Total  -   7

Councillors S. Lynch and M. Nevin abstained from voting.

The motion was declared carried. 

SANITARY SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES:

Clondra Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that he is awaiting a recommendation from the Council’s consultants regarding the tenders which have been received for the 

proposed sewerage scheme for the Village of Clondra.   He stated that he would circulate the recommendation to the Longford Electoral Area members as soon as he receives same.

Local Authority Development Plan for Civil Defence.

Mr. Timlin informed the members that under the Civil Defence Act 2002, each Local Authority is obliged to produce a  Civil Defence Services Development Plan 2004 – 2007.   He outlined the details of  Longford’s County Council’s Civil Defence Services Development Plan 2004 – 2007, which had  been circulated to the members for consideration.

All members of the Council complimented Mr. John Martin, Civil Defence Officer, on the excellent work being carried out by Civil Defence in County Longford.

Mr. Timlin stated he too wished to compliment Mr. Martin.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Longford County Council’s Civil Defence Services Development Plan 2004 – 2007.

Notices of  Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder:-

Pressure on Granard Water Supply Scheme.

Councillor B. Lynch proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded the following Notice of Motion:-

“Can the County Council do something to increase the pressure on Granard Water 

Supply Scheme.   Some householders have a poor supply and I call again for a booster 

pump to help to increase pressure.”

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that the poor pressure in close proximity to the reservoir is directly related to geographical and flow considerations. The preferred solution is for individual householders to install booster pumps as some have successfully opted to do.      As part of the Water Services Investment Programme2004-2006 the Council are currently seeking DOEHLG approval to appoint a Consultant to carry out a Strategic Review of the Granard Regional Water Scheme where due consideration to all aspects of the Scheme will be addressed 

Sewerage Scheme for Killashee.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor J. Nolan seconded the following Notice of Motion:-

“When does the Council intend to provide a Sewerage Scheme for
Killashee?”

Mr. Timlin stated that the Council are in discussions with DOEHLG in regard to a brief for a Preliminary Report for Sewerage Schemes for Abbeylara, Abbeyshrule, Barry and Kilashee. This bundle of Schemes are approved to enter planning in the Water Services Investment Programme  2004-2006.

Grant for Group Sewerage Schemes.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded the following Notice of Motion:-

“That Longford County Council call on the Department of the Environment and Local Government to increase grant for Group Sewerage Schemes to €6,000.”

Mr. Timlin stated that the current grant aid for Group Sewerage Schemes is capped at €2031.58 per house. This level of funding has not encouraged much activity under this programme.   Additional funding at €6000 per house is available for designated areas under the CLAR Programme.

Progress Report on Lanesboro Sewerage Scheme.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor J. Nolan seconded the following Notice of Motion:-

“Could the Council give a progress report on the Lanesboro Sewerage Scheme?”

Mr. Timlin stated that the Lanesboro Sewerage Scheme is included in the Water Services Investment Programme with Ballyleague as one of the bundle of 16 schemes.

The Design Review Report for the Schemes is scheduled to be submitted to Roscommon County Council in September 2004 

Water Services Investment Programme 2004 – 2006.

Mr. Timlin outlined the details of the Water Services Investment Programme 2004 – 2006 which was received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and stated that he would be circulating the document to the members.    Mr. Timlin stated that a substantial local contribution will be required to carry out the proposed schemes.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS:

Annual Meeting.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services stated that the First Annual Meeting of the new Council will be held on the 25th June 2004.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that the First Annual Meeting be held at 12 noon on Friday,

25th June 2004. 

Grants to Voluntary Bodies 2003.

The list of Grants to Voluntary Bodies was circulated to the Members.

On the proposal of Senator J. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, the list of Grants to Voluntary Bodies, with amendments, was approved.

Councillor S. Butler stated that he wished to place on record his appreciation for the funding which had been allocated to the St. Patrick’s Day Parade committee in Longford town.

Lanesboro Local Area Plan 2004 – 2009.

Mr. Sheridan informed the members that the proposed Lanesboro Local Area Plan 2004 – 2009 has been put on public display and written submissions or observations with respect to the proposed plan can be made by the public before the 9th July 2004.

Longford Enterprise Development Company.

Longford Enterprise Development Company.

The County Manager referred to the presentation which he had made at the April meeting of the Council regarding a new company which has been formed to develop enterprise units in County Longford.  

Mr. Killeen recommended the following changes to the Memorandum and Articles of Association of L.E.D.C.O.:-

1.
Membership of the Board of L.E.D.C.O. as follows:-

County Manager, Councillor Seamus Butler in his capacity as President of the Longford Chamber of Commerce; Noel McKiernan, Chamber of Commerce; Michael Nevin, Chief Executive Officer, Longford County Enterprise Board, Ruth McGarry Quinn, Longford County Enterprise Board, Frank Sheridan, Director of Services and Monica O’Malley, Manager, Longford Community Resources Ltd.  

Proposed changes:-

The County Manager stated that he is proposing that three elected members of Longford County Council and two elected members of Longford Town Council also be members of the Board of L.E.D.C.O.

Mr. Killeen stated that he would also be seeking approval to the County Manager having special voting rights in order to protect the interest of the Council.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed to the changes in the Memorandum and Articles of Association of Longford Enterprise Development Company, as outlined by the County Manager.

North Longford Transport Initiative.

Councillor B. Lynch informed the meeting that he had received a letter from 

Minister Seamus Brennan regarding funding for the North Longford Transport Initiative in which Minister Brennan acknowledged Councillor Lynch’s correspondence regarding the matter and that the Minister would issue a further letter to Councillor Lynch in the very near future.

Senator J. Bannon referred to an extract from Seanad Eireann Parliamentary Debate of Wednesday, 3rd March 2004 regarding the Rural Transport Initiative, which had been circulated to the members with the Agenda for the meeting. 

Senator Bannon referred to the statement made by Minister James McDaid in reply to a question raised by Senator Bannon in Seanad Eireann regarding funding for the North Longford Transport Initiative.  Senator Bannon informed the meeting that Minister McDaid had accused the North Longford Transport Initiative Committee of ‘mismanagement ‘ of funds allocated to them for the rural transport service.

Senator J. Bannon proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that Minister McDaid be requested to withdraw the statement made by him in Seanad Eireann.

Notices of Motions:-

Amenity at Kilmore, Dring.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Lynch and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“Will the County Council do something with the Amenity at Kilmore, Dring.   My understanding was that money had been allocated under the National Development Plan for Lough Gowna.  So far, I see no money spent on this lake.   Access to the Lake is very important”

Mr. Sheridan stated that he has requested the Area Engineer to prepare a report outlining the options which are available and he will submit this report to a future meeting of the Council.

Bus Shelter in Newtownforbes.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Murphy and seconded by Councillor M. Nevin:-

“I ask Longford County Council to request C.I.E. to provide a shelter and seating at the bus stop in Newtownforbes Village.”

Mr. Sheridan stated that he will write to Bus Eireann regarding Councillor Murphy’s Motion.

Bus Stop on Battery Road, Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Murphy and seconded by Councillor M. Nevin:-

“Also, a bus stop on the Battery Road, near the entrance to Abbeycartron.”

Mr. Sheridan stated that he will also write to Bus Eireann regarding this Motion.

Cost of proposed Electronic Voting to Longford County Council.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride:-

“To ask the executive of the Council to indicate the cost of electronic voting to date and the amount of money spent by the Council to date, including the cost of training of staff.”

Mr. Sheridan informed the meeting that €28,900 has been spent on the proposed electronic voting by Longford County Council and he gave a breakdown to the meeting on this amount.

Amenity and Recreation Area in Ballinalee.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Farrell and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“I ask Longford County Council to provide an amenity and recreation area on Longford County Council land in the Village of Ballinalee, for the people of the Ballinalee area.”
Mr. Sheridan stated that he has requested the Area Engineer to prepare a report outlining the options which are available and that he will submit this report to a future meeting of the Council.

Abbey Preservation Committee.

It was proposed by Senator J. Bannon and seconded by the Mayor, 

Councillor G. Brady, that the Abbey Preservation Committee from Abbeyshrule would make a presentation at the next meeting of the Council.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 22nd March 2004 received from the Office of the Taoiseach regarding the status of the Irish Language in the European Union was noted.

Letter dated 22nd April 2004 received from Granard Town Council regarding Granard Garda Barracks was noted.

Letter dated 24th March 2004 received from the Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform acknowledging the Council’s correspondence regarding Granard Garda Barracks was noted.

Letter dated 16th March 2004 received from Balbriggan Town Council regarding the Government’s duty to Post Polic Syndrome suffers was noted.

Letter dated 30th April 2004 received from Tralee Town Council regarding payments of sick pay and unemployment benefit to widows and widowers was noted.

Letter dated 30th April 2004 received from Tralee Town Council regarding representation by Town Councils on Joint Policing Committees was noted.

Senator J. Bannon stated that because of the abolition of the dual mandate this is his last County Council meeting.

He stated that it was a privilege to have been a member of Longford County Council for the Ballymahon electoral area since 1985.  He wished to place on record his appreciation to former T.D., Louis Belton.

Senator Bannon paid tribute to his fellow colleagues on Longford County Council, the County Manager,  officials and the media.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Brady, complimented Senator Bannon on his success to date and wished him well for the future.

The County Manger, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council, also wished Senator Bannon well and he complimented the outgoing members on being a most co-operative, progressive and positive Council.   He wished the members  every success in the local election campaign.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

Councillor B. Lynch proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Fitzgibbon family, Carra Road, Granard on the death of 

Mrs. Fitzgibbons.

Councillor B. Lynch proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Sean Reilly, Toome, Dring on the death of Ann Reilly.

Councillor B. Lynch proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Margaret Galligan, Derragh, Abbeylara on the death of Tom Galligan.

Councillor B. Lynch proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Culhane family, Aughnacliffe  on the death of 

Dick Culhane,

CONFERENCES:

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i)
Mid-West Regional Authority.


“The PRELUDE Challenge – Clustering Digital Innovation in EU Regions”


13th and 14th May 2004.


West County Hotel Conference Centre, Ennis.

(ii)
The John Hewitt Society.


International Summer School.


Market Place Theatre, Armagh.


26 – 31 July 2004.

Publications.

The list of publications which had been circulated to the members was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th July 2004.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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