LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on

Monday, 19th July 2004 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride,  Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, 

Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager.





Mr. Tom Murtagh, A/Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh, A/Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:-

On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor M. Farrell, the Minutes of Monthly meeting held on the 17th May 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, the Minutes of Annual meeting held on the 25th June 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS:

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 10th May 2004.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 10th May 2004 were noted.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications, which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council, was submitted and noted.

Disposal of Plot of Ground at Cornadough, Newtowncashel, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor A. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of plot of ground comprising 0.272  hectares at  Cornadough, Newtowncashel, Co. Longford 

to  Mr. Seamus Keane in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 29th June 2004.

Disposal of Plot of Ground at Pairc Colum Court, Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of plot of ground comprising 0.168 acres at  Pairc Colum Court, Longford to  Mr. P.J. Matthews accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 29th June 2004.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 13th May 2004 received from Cobh Town Council regarding the plight of Irish homeless people in England and the allocation of housing to those who wish to return home was supported by the members of the Council.   It was noted that Longford County Council has already adopted a policy regarding the repatriation of people who wish to return to County Longford.   

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that the motion be forwarded to the General Council of County Councils.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS:

Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs:

The Minutes of Economic Development, Urban And Rural Renewal, Cultural And Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs  Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 14th May 2004 were noted.

Disposal of Site at Lanesboro, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor  L. Bannon, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.25 acres at Lanesboro, Co. Longford to Mr. Eddie O’Shea, Rathcline, Lanesbourough, Co. Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th July 2004.

Disposal of Site at Lanesboro, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.25 acres at Lanesboro, Co. Longford to Mr. Vincent McGowan, Main Street, Lanesboro, Co. Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th July 2004.

Disposal of Site at Lanesboro, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.80 acres at Lanesboro, Co. Longford to Mr. John Dolan, Townsparks Industrial Estate, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th July 2004.

Disposal of Site at Lanesboro, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.25 acres at Lanesboro, Co. Longford to Mr. Mark Shields, Lanesborough,

Co. Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th July 2004.

Disposal of Site at Lanesboro, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor  A. Farrell seconded by Councillor  L. Bannon, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.40 acres at Lanesboro, Co. Longford to Mr. Albert Cooney, Edgeworthstown Road, Ballymahon, Co. Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th July 2004.

Disposal of Site at Townsparks, Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor  F. Kilbride, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.252 acres at Townsparks, Longford to Mr. Roger Stakem, Ballinalee, Co. Longford and Mr. Gerry Walsh, Richmond Street, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th July 2004.

Disposal of Lands at Lisnamuck, Longford. 

On the proposal of  Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of lands containing 

64.47 acres at Lisnamuck, Longford to Ashbrook Resources Limited, Alberta, 

The Hill, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th July 2004.

Disposal of Lands at Templemichael Glebe, Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor  P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of lands containing 

5.66 acres at Templemichael Glebe, Longford to Panelto Foods Ltd., c/o D.P.M., Architects, The Hill, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin in accordance with the terms of 

Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th July 2004.

Disposal of Lands at Templemichael Glebe, Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of lands containing 

2.37 acres at Templemichael Glebe, Longford to Longford Enterprise Development Ltd., c/o Longford County Enterprise Board, 38 Ballymahon Street, Longford in accordance with the terms of  Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th July 2004.

Disposal of Old Post Office Building, Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of the Old Post Office building at Main Street, Longford to Seamus and Mary Quinn, No. 2, Church Street, Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th July 2004.

Presentation in respect of Development of Lands at Ashfield, Longford.

The Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, welcomed Mr. Pat Ridge and 

Mr. Don O’Donoghue of Ashbrook Resources Ltd. to the meeting.

The County Manager stated that Ashbrook Resources Ltd. were the original promoters of the land at Ashfield and he gave a brief history of the land at Ashfield with regard to the Cardinal Healthcare project.   

He stated under the terms of the sale of the land to Longford County Council in 1999, Ashbrook Resources Ltd. retained the right to buy the site back from the Council in the event that the Cardinal Health project did not proceed.  He stated that he wished to place on record his appreciation to Ashbrook Resources Ltd. for their co-operation with Longford County Council at that time. 

Mr. O’Donoghue outlined the strategic location of the sixty three acre site which he stated is a gateway location and one of regional significance.  He stated that a fourth generation industrial park with work, residential and leisure aspects integrated into it would be incorporated into the project and stated that the project would enhance Longford, harness its assets and attract investment.   He stated that the proposed development will help address growing employment and amenity requirements of Longford and stated that the aim is to attract the people coming for these jobs to stay in Longford. 

Mr. O’Donoghue stated that because the County and Town Development Plans have designated the area for industrial use, the mix of industrial, business and residential elements of the proposed project will require a zoning change by both Councils.

In reply to concerns raised by various members of the Council, Mr. Ridge stated that the proposed development would not take away from a vibrant town centre in Longford and would play a complimentary role with other services in Longford.

Mr. O’Donoghue and Mr. Ridge replied to various queries raised by the members.

All members of the Council present complimented Mr. O’Donoghue and Mr. Ridge on their presentation and wished them every success with the proposed development.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that publication of notice of proposed variation of the County Development Plan in respect of site at Ashfield, Longford be placed in the local papers.

The Mayor thanked Mr. O’Donoghue and Mr. Ridge for their presentation.

Deputation from the Abbey Preservation Committee, Abbeyshrule.

The Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, welcomed Mr. Brendan Quigley and 

Mr. Fergus Hillard of the Abbey Preservation Committee to the meeting.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor P. Belton, it was agreed to the take the following following Notice of Motion, submitted by Councillor L. Bannon at this stage

Cistercian Abbey Monument in Abbeyshrule.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded the following Notice of Motion:-

“That Longford County Council support the conservation and repair of the historic Cistercian Abbey Monument in Abbeyshrule which dates back to the 12th century, by way of matching funding”.

Mr. Quigley gave a brief synopsis of the history of the Abbey to the meeting stating that it is one of the primary heritage sites in County Longford.  

He outlined the objectives of the Committee regarding the preservation of the Abbey and its environs and to develop the Abbey as part of County Longford’s heritage and stated that an awareness needs to be created regarding the urgency and worthiness of the project and that financial and official assistance is required from Longford County Council.  Mr. Quigley stated that the presentation being made to the meeting is a summary of the Architectural and Engineering Report carried out for the Heritage Council at the request of Longford County Council and the Abbey Preservation Committee.

Mr. Quigley stated that the Heritage Council (through Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services) has agreed to offer €30,000 or 50% of the costs towards Phase 1 of the repair programme as set out in report prepared by Fourem on condition that the Local Authority also agree to contribute  €30,000 towards the project.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, complimented Mr. Quigley and the Abbey Preservation Committee on their excellent presentation regarding the restoration of the Abbey and stated that Senator James Bannon had made previous representations regarding this matter.

Mr. Killeen stated that as there is no provision in this year’s budget for the  €30,000 being requested and that he would recommend that €30,000 be allocated to this capital project from the development charges collected for the Ballymahon electoral area.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that Longford County Council allocate €30,000 from the development charges collected for the Ballymahon area towards Phase 1 of the Repair Programme as set out in report prepared by Fourem.

Local Government Act 2001 -  Code of Conduct for Councillors.

A copy of the Code of Conduct for Councillors which had been circulated to the members was noted.

Corporate Plan for Longford County Council 2004 – 2009.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, stated that the first Corporate Plan prepared by Longford County Council covering the period 2002 – 2005 was published in early 2002 and stated that the Plan now needs to be reviewed and updated.  He stated that, subject to the members agreement, it is proposed to commence the consultative process involving staff, stakeholders, Strategic Policy Committees, members and public with a view to publishing the new Corporate Plan in the late Spring of 2005.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that the public consultation phase of the Corporate Plan for Longford County Council 2004 – 2009 commence immediately.

Variation of County Development Plan to incorporate the Draft Retail Strategy.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, outlined the details of the Draft Retail Strategy for Longford County Council and Longford Town Council, which had been circulated to the members.  He stated that the objectives of the Strategy must be incorporated into the Longford Town and County Development Plans to facilitate their implementation – this will require a variation of each adopted Development Plan.

On the proposal of Councillor B. Steele seconded by Councillor A. Farrell it was unanimously agreed to approve of the Draft Retail Strategy for incorporation into the County Development Plan and that the public consultation phase commence with a  notice of the proposed variation being placed in the local newspapers. 

Local Area Plan for Carrickglass Demesne, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Manager’s Report on submissions received on the Public Consultation Phase of the Draft Local Area Plan for Carrickglass Demesne, Longford.

The members expressed concern regarding the submission which had been received from An Taisce in which there was an allegation of collusion between Longford County Council and the developers of Carrickglass Demesne.

On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor M. Nevin it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council write to An Taisce requesting them to retract the statement.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor V. Kiernan, it was agreed to the take the following item under the Transportation, Road Development and Maintenance and Road Safety Policy Directorate at this stage of the meeting:-

Amendment of the Speed Control Area on the Ballinalee Road R194 at Corradoey and Carriglass Demesne.

Councillor F. Kilbride proposed and Councillor V. Kiernan seconded the amendment to Speed Limit on R194, Ballinalee Road, Longford at Cloncoose, Corradoey, Allenagh and Carrickglass Demesne, as in accordance with Fourth Schedule of report prepared by Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services, Transportation, Road Development & Maintenance and Road Safety Policy.

Local Area Plan for Lanesborough, Co. Longford.

Councillor A. Farrell stated that a submission to include lands at Bornacor had been made.  This land was originally considered premature for inclusion in the development envelope.   He stated that the rate of proposed development in Lanesboro has now brought these lands into play.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that land at Bornacor be included in the Local Area Plan.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded the adoption of the Local Area Plan for Lanesborough, Co. Longford subject to the above modification of the Plan.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor A. Farrell, it was agreed to the take the following item under the Transportation, Road Development and Maintenance and Road Safety Policy Directorate at this stage of the meeting:-

Lanesboro Traffic Calming Scheme.

Mr. T. Murtagh, Acting Director of Services,  outlined the details of the report, which had been circulated to the members for the May meeting of the Council.

Parking at Post Office.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor P. Belton it was agreed that the loading bay at the Post Office be replaced by a parking area.

Right Turning Lane/Parking.

Mr. Murtagh stated that in consideration of submissions received and the lack of certainty at this point in time regarding the forecasts of traffic flows through the junction and particular in relation to servicing the proposed ESB facility, he would recommend that adoption of the design proposed for the junction be omitted for the present from the Part 8.   When it becomes clearer in the interim period as to what traffic loadings will occur at the junction these issues will be revisited.   Ongoing discussions with the Electricity Supply Board and Bord na Mona are programmed to monitor needs regarding traffic volumes.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded the adoption of Part 8 recommendation in respect of Lanesboro Traffic Calming Scheme, subject to the above amendments.

Notices of Motions:

Funding for the North Longford Transport Initiative.

Councillor L. McEntire proposed and the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded the following Notice of Motion:-

“That this Council again seek a meeting with our Oireachtas members and the Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Dr. James McDaid, T.D., to ensure funding of €8,000 is allocated for North Longford Transport Initiative, to ensure its continuation for the people of the North Longford area.”

The Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor G. Brady seconded that Minister Seamus Brennan be also requested to attend the meeting.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by the Mayor, 

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was unanimously agreed that the following Councillors form the deputation:-

Councillors G. Brady, L. McEntire, M. Mulleady, J. Coyle, M. Farrell, F. Kilbride,

M. Kilbride-Harkin, P. J. Reilly and A. Farrell.

Adjournment of Meeting – Civic Reception for the Fourth International Farrell Clan Rally.

As a Civic Reception was scheduled for 7.00 p.m. on the occasion of the Fourth International Farrell Clan Rally, it was agreed to adjourn the meeting to Monday, 

26th July 2004 at 4.00 p.m. to consider the remaining items on the Agenda.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 20th September 2004.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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