LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on

Monday, 20th September 2004 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride,  Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly 

and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Frank Sheridan, Deputy County Manager.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS:

The Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to the Ballymore team on winning the Intermediate Football Final.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to Carrick/Sarfields on winning the Minor Football Final.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to the Young Grattans Team on winning the Junior Football Final.

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to Cian O’Connor on winning a Gold Medal at the Athens Olympic and also to Eddie Macken who trained the equestrian team.

Also, that a vote of congratulations be extended to Derek Burnett who took part in the Clay Pigeon shooting event.

The members wished Councillor Martin Mulleady every success in the County Final on the 3rd October 2004 when he will be playing for Fr. Manning Gaels.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:-

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride,           the Minutes of Monthly meeting held on the 19th July 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride the Minutes of Adjourned Monthly meeting held on the 26th  July 2004 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS:

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY

Parking Regulations in Edgeworthstown.

Ms. Terri Watson, Assistant Engineer, outlined the proposed parking regulations for Edgeworthstown which will incorporate pay and display disc parking facility for the on street parking.  All parking within the town will be restricted to a two-hour period.   The scheme also includes relocating the bus stops from Main Street onto Pound Street and the introduction of several disabled parking bays.   The junction of Church Street and Main Street will be realigned using traffic islands to define the areas of road and parking.

Councillor F. Kilbride proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that the

Proposed Parking Regulations for Edgeworthstown be put on public display and written submissions/observations  be invited from interested parties.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that if the proposed parking regulations are not adequate that additional off-street car parking be provided.

Councillor F. Kilbride proposed and the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, seconded that the traffic lights at the junction be switched off from Friday morning to Monday morning.  

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that now that a safe system of controls had been introduced in the form of traffic lights at the N4/N55 junction, the Council had an obligation to ensure that it operated as designed.  The Gardai have full discretion to manage the junction and, in exceptional circumstances, to turn off the lights for limited periods.   He stated that the proposed parking regulations will alleviate traffic queues in Edgeworthstown, and that the proposed Inner Relief Road is scheduled to commence in mid-2005.  At the suggestion of Councillor P. J. Reilly, he stated that discussions will take place between the Council and the Gardai regarding arrangements for the following weekend, All-Ireland weekend.

Takeover of Road at Lisnamuck Business Park.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to the taking over of road at Lisnamuck Business Park, as outlined on map which had been circulated to the members.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS- Presidential Nominations:

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Nolan it was unanimously agreed that Standing Orders be suspended in order to deal with the issue of Presidential nominations. 

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, referred to the following correspondence which had been received regarding Presidential nominations, copies of which had been circulated to the members:-

Circular Letter F. 46/04 dated 14th September 2004 received from Franchise Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to the nomination process for candidates for a presidential election. Copy of the Presidential Elections Order which was signed on the 13th September 2004 also enclosed.   

Mr. Murphy advised the members that not less than three clear days notice of the intention to propose a resolution must be given in writing to every person, who, at the time when the notice if given, is a member of the Council.   

Letter dated 13th September 2004 received from Dana Rosemary Scallon in which Ms. Scallon is seeking a nomination from Longford County Council for the Presidential election, in line with the prescribed requirements contained in the Irish Constitution.

Letter dated 14th September 2004 addressed to Mayor Maura Kilbride-Harkin from Mary McAleese, Uachtaran na hEireann indicating her intention to be a candidate in the forthcoming Presidential election, on her own nomination.

Letter dated 19th September 2004 received from Eamon Zaidan indicating his intention to seek twenty signatures to enable him to enter the race for the position of President of Ireland.

Letter dated 20th September 2004 received from Grainne Conroy in which 

Ms. Conroy is seeking the support and nomination from Longford County Council to stand as a candidate in the forthcoming Presidential election.

Letter dated 20th September 2004 addressed to Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager, from the  T.C. Gerard O’Mahony supporting Dana Rosemary Scallon as a candidate in the Presidential election.

Councillor P. Murphy proposed and  Councillor M. Nevin seconded that a Special Meeting of Longford County Council be held to discuss presidential nominations, on the proviso that it include all the candidates who put themselves before the Council.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that no Special Meeting of Longford Council be held to discuss presidential nominations.

Councillor P. Belton stated that as he had suggested on a radio programme that Longford County Council nominate Dana Rosemary Scallon as a candidate in the Presidential election and was not now in a position to proceed with his request that he wished to abstain from voting.

A vote was taken as follows:-

For a Special Meeting of 

Longford County Council to 

discuss presidential nominations:
Councillors P. Murphy and M. Nevin.


Total – 2.

Against a Special Meeting of 

Longford County Council to 

discuss presidential nominations:
Councillors L. Bannon, G. Brady, S. Butler,


M. Cahill, J. Coyle, A. Farrell, M. Farrell,


S. Farrell, D. Glennon, V. Kiernan, 


F. Kilbride, M. Kilbride-Harkin, 


L. McEntire, A. Mitchell, M. Mulleady, 


P. Nolan, P.J. Reilly and B. Steele.


Total -  18.

Abstention
Councillor P. Belton abstained from voting.

The motion was declared lost.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was agreed to permit Ms. Philo Kelly, a former member of Longford County Council, to address the meeting.   Ms. Kelly expressed her disappointment at Dana Rosemary Scallon not receiving the nomination of Longford County Council for the Presidential election. 

PRESENTATION BY WATERWAYS IRELAND ON THE ROYAL CANAL.

Mayor Maura Kilbride-Harkin welcomed Mr. Jim Harvey and Mr. Peter Green from Waterways Ireland.

Mr. Harvey, Head of Structural Engineering – Design, gave details to the meeting of the restoration programme which will see the return of boat traffic on the Royal Canal.    He stated that Webb’s Bridge is the first of seven bridges which are to be restored in order to open up the original routes, but modified to accommodate modern traffic requirements.  Further down the Royal Canal there are six other bridges causing an obstruction – the first to be tackled was Pake Bridge.   This has been completed and is now open to traffic.   He stated that Waterways Ireland are moving forward with the design and planning applications for the others and intend to have the Royal Canal re-opened to the Shannon by the end of the current National Development Plan.   Apart from the work on Webb’s Bridge, construction at Colehill, Ballymahon, Mosstown, Lyneen Bridge, Begnangh Bridge and Bord na Mona in Lanesborough will see the Shannon route re-established back to Dublin.  

Mr. Harvey stated that there are a number of issues of concern for Waterways Ireland relating to land acquisition, planning, construction and funding and Waterways Ireland wished to make the Council aware of the problems that might be encountered and what works Waterways Ireland will be carrying out on the bridges in County Longford.

The members of the Council welcomed the work which is being carried out by Waterways Ireland.

Mr. Harvey answered various queries from the members.

The Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, thanked Mr. Harvey and Mr. Green for their very informative presentation.

SANITARY SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Progress Report:-

-Aughnacliffe, Ardagh, Ballinalee, Drumlish and Newtownforbes.


-Phase 2 of the Longford Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that in relation to Aughnacliffe, Ardagh and Ballinalee Sewerage Schemes that a revised report on the unit cost of the schemes has been agreed with the Council’s consultants and is ready for submission to the Department.

In relation to Drumlish and Newtownforbes Sewerage Schemes. Mr. Timlin stated that the Council has advertised for submissions from Consultants with regard to preparing a Preliminary Report for these schemes.  

With regard to Longford Sewerage Scheme, Phase 2 the Council is still awaiting Departmental approval to the Preliminary Report and Water Pricing Report.

Clondra Sewerage.

Councillor S. Butler stated that he wished to have it recorded in the Minutes that his Company, Butler Manufacturing Services Ltd., has an interest in relation to the Clondra Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, informed the meeting that some minor contractual issues are still outstanding.

Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations 2004 – 

Part 8 – Clondra Sewerage Scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor B. Steele

it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to proceed with this development in accordance with the Part 8 Report submitted to the Council in accordance with the Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations 2001 in respect of the provision of a sewerage network and Wastewater Treatment Plant for the Village of Clondra.

Draft Litter Management Plan 2004.

Mr. Timlin outlined the details of the Draft Litter Management Plan 2004 to the meeting.

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded a motion that Mulleadys Ltd. be requested to furnish the Council with the names of their service users so that the people not using their service can be identified. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that the Draft Litter Management Plan 2004 be made available to the public and submissions on its content be invited from all interested parties.

National Spring Clean Report 2004.

The National Spring Clean Report 2004, which was circulated to the members, was noted.

Draft Waste Management Act 1996 – 2003 – Waste Bye-Laws 2004.

Mr. Timlin stated that Waste Bye-Laws for the presentation of waste are required to facilitate the rolling out of the twin bin system and the proposal to introduce ‘pay by weight’ in January 2005.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor J. Coyle it was agreed that the Draft Waste Bye-Laws 2004 be made available to the public and submissions invited from all interested parties.

Notices of Motions:-

Water Leak in the Clonbalt/Newtownforbes Area.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor A. Mitchell it was agreed to take all Notices of Motions regarding the water leak in the Clonbalt/Newtownforbes area together.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“I give notice of motion to this Council, that in light of the fact of the major water leak in the Clonbalt/Newtownforbes area on the 29th August 2004 to the 

1st September 2004 that emergency plans for such an outage of water, which could carry a health risk, must be put in place in conjunction with the emergency services i.e. Fire Service and an emergency number, help line should be established immediately.”

Mr. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that he wished to confirm that the Council’s emergency plans are constantly reviewed and that, currently, a detailed review is being carried out following the above incident. This will also involve consultation with those consumers who were affected and made complaints to the Council. Consideration is presently being given to the establishment of a help line.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Murphy and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“As parts of County Longford suffered a severe shortage of water in recent weeks, I would ask this Council to request the Department of the Environment to grant us an allocation of money to upgrade the existing water supply, particularly at Lough Forbes, as our reserve supply is very small, if anything goes wrong.   I would also like this motion to be sent to our local public representatives – Deputies Mae Sexton, 

Peter Kelly and Senator James Bannon.”

Mr. Timlin stated that Longford Co. Council has been seeking approval from the Department of the Environment to have improvements carried out to Longford Central Regional Water Supply for many years. This scheme is now more urgent than ever because of  increased demand for water services. The previous Council carried out an Assessment of Need for Water Services in Co. Longford. This identified improvements to this scheme as being the number one priority for the water services programme in the County. This was approved by the Council in Nov 2003 and forwarded to the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government. Subsequently the Department issued its investment programme for 2004-2006 and Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme- Reservoir and Pipelines was included as a scheme to start in 2004 and a sum of € 7,150,000 was provided.  The Department has indicated that approval to prepare contract documents for this scheme will soon be issued. 

 In addition a sum of € 1,000,000 has been provided to carry out a strategic review of the entire scheme. This is necessary before contract documents for further elements  such as source augmentation can be prepared. Submissions have been received from consultants to do this work and procurement is proceeding. This work will be carried out during the term of the present Council.  As it will take some time to construct these schemes the Council’s Rural Water Monitoring Committee has also approved some other measures to augment the supply situation in the Central Longford Area by connecting the scheme to the Lanesboro and Lough Gowna Regional Schemes. The Department has also allocated € 4,200,000 to Longford to carry out a water conservation programme in the County and we have recently advertised for a consultant to assist with this work. 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon:-

“That this Council be furnished with a full report from the Water Services Section explaining the reasons for the recent water shortages, what action was taken by the Council, whether the Council considers the response was adequate, what contingency measures are being put in place for the future and what the Council proposes to do to deal with the concerns of commercial premises about turning off the water supplies at night.”

Mr. Timlin outlined the reasons for the recent water shortages and he stated that the Council would be writing to the consumers who were affected by the water shortage.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that a meeting be arranged between Council officials, the Midland Health Board and representatives from the Vintners Association in Longford regarding contingency measures which can be taken by publicans if there is a water shortage.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“That Longford County Council requests an urgent meeting with the Minister of the Environment to press for accelerated investment in the Longford Central Water Supply and other areas in the County where chronic water supply problems are being encountered and that a delegation be selected at this meeting.”

Mr. Timlin stated that he will write to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting a meeting.

Councillor S. Butler requested that Deputies Peter Kelly, Mae Sexton and Senator James Bannon be requested to attend the proposed meeting.

DATE FOR OCTOBER MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor L. Bannon it was agreed to bring forward the October meeting of the Council to the 11th October 2004.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

Planning and Development Act 2000, Section 20, as amended by Section 9 of the Planning and Development (amendment) Act 2002    -    Draft Lanesboro Local Area Plan.

Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded the adoption of the Draft Lanesboro Local Area Plan, as recommended in the County Manager’s Report, to include the relevant lands located to the east of the town within the residential zoning.

Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000  - Variation of County Development Plan – Draft Retail Strategy.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded the adoption of the Proposed Variation of Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 to include the Draft Retail Strategy 2004 – 2009. 

Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000  - Variation of County Development Plan – Ashfield Lanes.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded the adoption of the Proposed Variation of Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009, to amend the zoning of lands at Templemichael and Lisnamuck, subject to the following amendments:-


Employment/commercial/residential.

· To primarily provide for a mixed-use development, including employment, commercial, residential and related uses.

Disposal of Site at Lisnamuck, Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor D. Glennon,               it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

2.401 hectares at Lisnamuck, Longford to Office of Public Works, 51 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2 in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 9th September 2004.                   

Disposal of Site at Ballymahon, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor  M. Cahill, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.40 acres at Ballymahon, Co. Longford to Maureen Callopy, t/a Kestral Interiors, Kenagh, Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 9th September 2004.                   

Disposal of Site at Townparks, Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.054 acres at Townparks, Longford to James McGlynn, Kilbarry, Rooskey, 

Co. Roscommon  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 9th September 2004.                   .

Disposal of Site at Townparks, Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.350 acres at Townparks, Longford to Michael Cox, t/a Cox Engineering & Coatings, Athlone Road, Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 9th September 2004.                   

Disposal of Site at Townparks, Longford.

On the proposal of  Councillor  S. Farrell seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was 

unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

0.185 acres at Townparks, Longford to Longford Scuba Divers in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 9th September 2004.                  

Draft Strategic Policy Committees Scheme.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor S. Farrell, it was agreed to defer consideration of the Draft Strategic Policy Committees Scheme to the October meting of the Council.   Mr. Sheridan, Deputy County Manager, stated that a copy of the Draft Strategic Policy Committees Scheme would be circulated to the members.

Children’s Playground in Granard.

Mr. Sheridan stated that an allocation of €49,000 had been received from the Department of Health and Children for the provision of a playground in County Longford, with the proviso that the local authority would provide matching funding for the Playground.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, seconded by 

Councillor P.J. Reilly, it was agreed to establish a Children’s Playground in Granard and Longford County Council to provide matching funding, from Development Levies, for same.

Draft Corporate Plan for Longford County Council 2004 – 2009.

Mr. Sheridan stated that the Seminar to consider the Draft Corporate Plan 2005 –2009 will be held in the Atlantic Coast Hotel, Westport, Co. Mayo on the 29th and 30th October 2004 commencing at 3.30 p.m. on Friday, 29th October.

Broadband.

Mr. Sheridan advised the members that Longford was one of the forty one towns included in a call for proposals on Broadband.  Based on an increased level of demand from new enterprises, including Abbott, Prison Services etc., it was proposed to make a submission seeking support to provide an infrastructure for Broadband providers.   This submission would compliment the existing service provided by Crossan Cable.

Induction Seminars for Newly Elected Members.

Mr. Sheridan referred to correspondence which had been received from the Institute of Public Administration regarding Induction Seminars for Newly Elected Members and asked that the members who wish to attend an Induction Seminar make contact with the Meetings Administrator.

Nomination of Three Members to the County Longford Heritage Forum.

Mr. Sheridan, Deputy County Manager, introduced Ms. Lisa Henry who has recently taken up the position of Heritage Officer.  The members presented welcomed 

Ms. Henry and wished her every success in her new role.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, seconded by Councillor S. Farrell it was agreed to defer consideration of the nomination of three members to the County Longford Heritage Forum to the October meeting of the Council.

Re-scheduling of Monthly Meetings of Longford County Council.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was agreed to defer consideration of the re-scheduling of the monthly meetings of Longford County Council to the October meeting of the Council.

Conferences:-

On the proposal of Councillor M. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Cahill the following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(a) Laois County Council.

“Managing Local Economic Development

New Initiatives for Local Government”

Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

20th and 21st October 2004.

(b) County Sligo Heritage and Genealogy Society.

“International Genealogy Festival 2004”

Model Niland Centre, The Mall, Sligo.

30th September to 3rd October 2004.

(c) Association of Irish Regions.

“EU Cohesion Policy – Implications for our Regions”

Ridgepool Hotel, Ballina, Co. Mayo.

15th October 2004.

(d) Confederation of European Councillors.

Annual Conference 2004.

Caleta Hotel, Gibraltar.

14th October to 17th October 2004.

(e) Moy Valley Resources.

“Joining Across the Water”

7th and 8th October 2004.

Downhill House Hotel, Ballina, Co. Mayo.

(f) Drogheda Cross Border Focus.

“The Good Friday Agreement”

23rd to 25th September 2004.

Europa Hotel, Drogheda.

(g) Southern Health Board.

“Zoonotic Diseases: Global Threats & Local Issues.”

Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork.

19th and 20th October 2004.

(h) Blackwater Valley Tourism.

“Local Political Leadership ….the magic ingredient for

“real” Community Development.

The Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork.

14th to 16th October 2004.

(i) South Kerry Life Education Mobile Limited.

“Getting a Grip 2004”

Brehon Hotel, Killarney.

30th September to 1st October 2004.

(j) Tipperary Excel Centre

“Managing the Water Environment”

Tipperary Excel Centre, Mitchell Street, Tipperary Town.

24th and 25th September 2004.

(k) The Irish Association of Suicidology.

“Suicide Prevention:  What you can do.”

Talbot Hotel, Wexford.

29th, 30th September and 1st October 2004.

(l) Greystones Town Council.

“Public Service Delivery –v- Privatisation”

La Touche Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow.

1st  - 3rd October 2004.

(m) Kadenza Consultancies.

“Policy Making in Local Government, Responsibilities and

Implications for Councillors.”

29th and 30th October 2004.

Carraig Hotel, Main Street, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary.

(n) The Heritage Council.

“Royal Canal from Thomastown to Clondara and

River Shannon from Rooskey to Lanesborough.”

28th September 2004.

Radisson Hotel, Athlone.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  11th October  2004.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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