LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on

Monday, 18th  October 2004 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Victor Kiernan,  Luie McEntire,  

Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly 

and Barney Steele.

APOLOGIES:

Apologies for inability to attend were received from





Councillors A. Mitchell, D. Glennon and F. Kilbride.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Frank Sheridan, Deputy County Manager.





Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh, Senior Executive Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs.

Draft Arts Plan for County Longford.

The Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, welcomed Mr. Fergus Kennedy, Arts Officer, to the meeting.

Mr. Kennedy informed the members that the Draft Arts Plan is intended to cover a five-year period and a comprehensive assessment of the Arts Plan’s effectiveness will be carried out following a three-year period.   The Plan is divided into five sectors and covers specific areas of the arts to be developed in County Longford.    

The first area of the Plan deals with visual arts - the objective is to put in place a programme of supports to enable local artists to continue to develop their skills and to create a larger audience to appreciate and support their activities.  

The second area pertains to the field of music and dance – the objective is to consolidate existing levels of music activity while providing every opportunity to Longford musicians and dancers to develop their skills and talents.    

The third area of the Plan is that of Drama and the performing arts – the objective being the utilisation of the two excellent performance spaces (Bog Lane Theatre in Ballymahon and Backstage Theatre and Centre for the Arts in Longford) and to increase opportunities for participation in drama and facilitate the improvement in performance and production based skills.

The fourth area of the Plan pertains to Literature – the objective is to build upon the rich literary heritage of Longford to create a generation of Longford writers for the 21st century.

The fifth area of the Plan pertains to community arts – the objective is to endeavour to use the inherent creative potential of the marginalized members of the community to achieve greater social inclusion. 

Mr. Kennedy stated that the Plan would also ensure that the maximum current information on all aspects of contemporary arts is available to all interested people and he also referred to the inauguration of Cultural Awards to recognise the contribution of individuals or community groups.

All members present welcomed the Draft Arts Plan and complimented Mr. Kennedy on the production of the Plan. 

Issues raised by the members were replied to by Mr. Kennedy.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor S. Farrell, it was unanimously resolved to adopt the Arts Plan as presented by Mr. Kennedy. 

Sanitary Services and Environmental Policies.

Waste Management Plan for the Midlands Region – Review.

Briefing by RPS/MCOS.

The Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, welcomed Mr. Conall Boland from RPS/MCOS to the meeting.

As Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin had to leave the meeting at this stage to attend a Vocational Education Committee meeting, the Deputy Mayor, Councillor M. Farrell, agreed to chair the meeting.

Mr. Boland informed the meeting that RPS/MCOS consulting engineers had been appointed to carry out a review of the Waste Management Plan for the Midlands & to prepare a draft plan for the next period.

Mr. Boland also stated that the Midlands Local Authorities have been invited by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to pilot the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) process in it’s review of the Waste Management Plan, on a non-statutory basis.  An SEA involves an assessment of likely significant effects of Plans and Programmes prior to their adoption and will generally apply to Plans and Programmes that are prepared or adopted by an authority at national, regional or local level.  The objective of the SEA process is to ensure that the environmental consequences of various alternative strategies are evaluated and considered during the planning process.

Mr. Boland informed the members that an Invitation to make submissions on the review of the Midlands Waste Management Plan will be placed in the local media and Local Consultation Forums will be held in November. 

He stated that the Waste Management Plan Review and SEA began in September 2004 and a Draft Waste Plan and Environmental Report will be published for public consultation in January 2005.   Following the consultation process, a draft Waste Management Plan and SEA Statement will be published for consideration & adoption in early 2005.

Waste Management Plan Recommendations:

Mr. Boland referred to the following:-

· Prevention

· Minimisation.

· Reuse

· Recycling.

· Energy Recovery.

· Residual Landfill.

Mr. Boland gave a brief summary of the progress to date of the Waste Management Plan in the Midlands region and reported good progress on the implementation of the Plan in the Midlands.   He outlined the consultation process of the Review of the Waste Management Plan and emphasised that the consultation and involvement process is critical to the success of the Review.

Mr. Boland replied to queries from the members on the following topics:-

· Thermal treatment, 

· Disposal of sewerage and sludge.

· Nitrates Directive.

· Civic Amenity Sites.

· Collection of Polythene (farm plastics)

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor M. Farrell, thanked Mr. Boland for his informative presentation.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  17th November  2004.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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