LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 20th July 2005 at 4.00 p.m. 

PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, Sean Farrell, Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcan, Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peter Murphy, P.J. Reilly and Barney Steele.

APOLOGY:


Councillor Seamus Butler

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services

Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services

Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance

Mr. Pat Dromey, Acting Director of Services

Mr. Tom Murtagh, Acting Director of Services

Mr. Roibeard O Ceallaigh, Senior Executive Officer

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Mary Morrissey, Acting

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor J. Coyle it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to Mrs Mary Donohue and family on the death of her husband, Mr. Pat Joe Donohue, Lisnageeragh, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor J. Coyle it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the relatives of the late Michael Gallagher, Marian Ave., Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to Councillor J. Coyle on the death of his sister –in-law.

The County Manager, Mr. Michael Killeen, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the County Council extended  sympathies to Mr. Padraic Corkell on the death of his mother and to Mr. Martin Balfe on the death of his mother. 

It was further agreed that as a mark of respect to the victims of the London bombing the meeting be adjourned for five minutes.

A silent prayer was said for the deceased.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS

Councillor P. Murphy proposed and Councillor G. Brady seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to Mrs Mary O’Malley, Newtownforbes on reaching her 100th birthday.

Councillor J. Coyle extended congratulations to Mayor F. Kilbride on his election as Mayor and complemented Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin on her role as Mayor in the previous twelve months.

Councillor L. McEntire extended congratulations to Mayor F. Kilbride on his election as Mayor and complemented Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin on her role as Mayor in the previous twelve months.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor B. Steele the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on 25th May 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 15thJune 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor M. Cahill the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on 22nd June 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor S. Farrell the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Longford County Council held on 29th  June 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

Councillor A. Farrell queried why a planning application submitted for Rathcline Rd., Lanesboro was refused. Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services agreed to check the matter for Councillor Farrell.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 23rd May 2005.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 23rd May 2005 were noted.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Disposal of Site at Tully, Longford 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor P. Belton it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of the site comprising circa 0.2 acres at Tully, Longford to Robert Hall in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

Consideration of the Report of the County Manager – Construction of Dwellings at Streamstown, Colehill, Co. Longford

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor S. Farrell it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the construction of 4. No. dwellings with ancillary services at Streamstown, Colehill, Co. Longford.

Notices of Motions

Village Statement for Clondra

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride:-

“ That the Planning Department of Longford County Council immediately prepare a Village Statement for Clondra incorporating the findings of the report of the Clondra Area Action Group”

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services stated that the process of preparing the Village Statement for Clondra would commence by year end.

Social and Affordable Housing

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor G. Brady:-

“That the Planning Department furnish to this Council
a report on the implementation and operation of Part V Social and Affordable Housing provisions of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended”.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services outlined for Councillor A. Mitchell the policy on the above provision as adopted by the Strategic Policy Committee. The following choices guided the policy e.g 1) Houses 2) Land and 3) Monetary Compensation. 

Septic Tanks and Treatment Systems for One off Housing

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor G. Brady:-

“That the Planning Department prepare a report for the September meeting of this Council on the requirements for the provision of septic tanks for one off housing and what treatment systems are acceptable to this Council for planning purposes”

It was agreed that the report on Septic Tanks would be presented to the September meeting of the County Council.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was agreed to write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting monies for the upgrading of septic tanks in County Longford.
Correspondence
Letter dated 21st June 2005 received from Donegal County Council regarding Planning Application files was read.

Councillor A. Mitchell expressed the opinion that elected members should be aware of the reports on planning files.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY

Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 6th April 2005

The Minutes of Roads, Transportation and Road Safety Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 6th April 2005 were noted.

Mr. T. Murtagh, Acting Director of Services explained to the meeting the various issues surrounding the prioritisation of non-national roads in line with regional planning guidelines. He stated that Westmeath County Council had indicated that they would pursue the policy of upgrading the regional road from Mullingar to Ballymahon as their preferred route linking Mullingar and Athlone. However, Westmeath County Council has not yet formally requested Longford County Council to enshrine this in its County Development Plan. The Roads and Transportation Strategic Policy Committee is, also, currently reviewing the route options linking Longford to Athlone.

Local Improvement Scheme Allocation 2005

Mr. T. Murtagh, Acting Director of Services informed the meeting that the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government has confirmed the increased allocation for 2005 in respect of the Local Improvement Scheme and the Roads Department was in the process of writing out to people in relation to same.

A wide ranging discussion followed on the change in the eligibility criteria under the scheme and the consequent effect on applications.

Mr. Murtagh explained to the meeting that, in accordance with legal advice, the Council must adopt the 2 parcel of land criteria.

On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor M. Farrell it was agreed to write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government seeking that increased funding for historic applications be granted and, also, a change in the eligibility criteria to allow householder and 1 parcel of land to qualify.

Return of Roadway serving O’Callaghan Terrace, Granard

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly it was agreed to adopt the recommendation contained in the letter dated 17th June 2005 from the Director of Services to the Town Clerk, Granard Town Council that the solution to the issue is to return the roadway serving O’Callaghan Tce., Granard to being a cul-de-sac in accordance with the original designs and introduce parking regulations.
Notices of Motions

Dual Carriageway from Longford to Mullingar

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“That we call on the NRA to make it their policy that the road from Longford to Mullingar be a dual carriageway”

A resolution had been passed at the Special Meeting on the 22nd June 2005 on this motion and it was agreed to write to the National Roads Authority requesting that the road from Longford to Mullingar be developed into a dual carriageway.

Signage at Coolarty

(It was agreed, after explanation by the County Manager, Mr. M. Killeen that the following motion submitted by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin on signage in Coolarty (which had initially been considered more appropriate for an Area Committee Meeting and thus not included on the Agenda for the July Monthly Meeting of the County Council) be now allowed on the agenda for the Council meeting at this point).

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride:-

“That Longford County Council take signs at Coolarty down and put them up in the proper places. When I put in a motion to make Coolarty a village I said at the time where signs needed to be put”

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin explained to the meeting the current location of the signage and gave her suggestions, along with other elected members, for the more appropriate locations.  

Mr. T. Murtagh, Acting Director of Services stated that the signage had been erected in the locations indicated in accordance with the Village Map in the County Development Plan. On the suggestion of the County Manager, Mr. Michael Killeen, it was agreed to bring the matter to the Planning Department to be addressed and a report to issue to the September meeting of the Council.

Councillor A. Farrell expressed concerns in relation to the road at Gowlan Bog and Mr. Murtagh agreed to pass on his concerns to the NRA design team.

Correspondence
Letter dated 13th June 2005 received from Castlebar Town Council regarding compulsory wearing of seat belts on all buses was read. 

SANITARY SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES
Consideration of Report on Part 8 Planning, Granard Sewerage Scheme – Network Extension at Carragh and Granardkille

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride Harkin seconded by Councillor M. Farrell it was agreed to accept the report.

Proposed Replacement Waste Management Plan for the Midland Region – Presentation by RPS-MCOS

Mr. Conal Boland , RPS-MCOS gave a very informative slide presentation to the meeting on the Proposed Waste Management Plan for the Midland Region. On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor G. Brady it was agreed to refer the plan to the Strategic Policy Committee for consideration and put recommendations before the September meeting of the County Council. The County Manager, Mr. Michael Killeen, stated that while it was not a function of the elected members to adopt the proposed Plan their views would be given every consideration.

Notices of Motions

Flooding off the road into Mullinalaghta Graveyard

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-








“ I wish to put a motion for an update concerning work that was to be carried out concerning flooding off the road into Mullinalaghta Graveyard”

Mr. P. Dromey, Acting Director of Services stated that there was no funding available for works to be carried out in this private cemetery in 2005 and that funding should be addressed in terms of provision in Budget 2006. In reply to concerns raised by Councillor P.J. Reilly that work will not be carried out before winter the County Manager, Mr. M. Killeen stated that the estimates process may allow work to commence by the end of January.

Drainage of River Camlin in the Ballymore-Clunfin Area

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“ I wish to put a motion forward to Longford County Council to know when do they plan to do draining on the river Camlin in the Ballymore-Clunfin area. There was a commitment given earlier in the year for this work to be done”.

Mr. P. Dromey, Acting Director of Services informed the meeting that drainage was being carried out on a phased basis in County Longford and would commence in the North Longford area after the holiday period.

Bridges in Abbeylara Village

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“ I wish to put a motion forward to Longford County Council for work to be carried out at the Bridges in Abbeylara Village – the cleaning and removal of silt from the river before the winter season as to avoid the serious flooding like in the past winter”

Mr. P. Dromey, Acting Director of Services stated that the recently published OPW Report on Flooding would have to be examined in light of determining where responsibility lies for drainage works. At present there is no Council funding available for works in Abbeylara. He stated that a whole programme of works requires to be carried out downstream from the river and a direction is required from the Minister in relation to responsibility for works.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride it was agreed to write to the Minister of State at the Department of Finance (with special responsibility for the Office of Public Works) seeking a commitment to include river drainage in the Inny Catchment to cover Abbeylara Village.

Extension of Edgeworthstown Cemetery

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly:-

“That provision be made in next year’s estimate for the extension of Edgeworthstown Cemetery”

Mr. P. Dromey, Acting Director of Services informed the meeting that a comprehensive report on Cemeteries was currently being prepared in his Department. When completed, the report would be presented to the Strategic Policy Committee for consideration in September and then referred to the County Council. In relation to Edgeworthstown Cemetery the County Council would be considering development of the cemetery in 2006. 

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride it was agreed that finance should be made available in the 2006 Budget for an extension to Edgeworthstown Cemetery.

Cemetery in Carrickedmond

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride:
-

“Could I have an update on position in relation to the cemetery in Carrickedmond”

Mr. P. Dromey, Acting Director of Services stated that the County Manager had directed that a report be prepared on Carrickedmond Cemetery. He, also, stated that there were a number of Road Safety issues to be addressed in relation to this Cemetery. Councillor M. Cahill and Councillor L. Bannon welcomed the direction of the County Manager on this matter.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was agreed that Cemeteries should be included on the County Council Monthly Meetings Agenda every three months.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS

Civic Reception

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady it was agreed to suspend standing orders. Councillor G. Brady indicated that the Ballinamuck-Essert de Belfort Town Twinning Programme dealing in particular with youth affairs was currently in progress and requested that Longford County Council host a civic reception in honour of the visiting delegation from Essert de Belfort.

Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee held on 9th May 2005

The Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 9th May 2005 were noted.

Consideration of Boundary Extension

The County Manager, Mr. Michael Killeen outlined the content of the proposal to extend the boundary of the urban area of Longford Town into the county area and stated that he had no objection to the proposal providing that there were adequate safeguards in place to protect the County Council from serious loss of funding. 

A wide ranging discussion took place on the issues involved and concerns were expressed in relation to the financial implications of the boundary extension e.g. the reduced rate base and the maintenance of roads.  

Councillor A. Mitchell stated that Longford Town Council were endeavouring to create a critical mass so that more attention would be given to the town in a national and regional context. 

The County Manager  recommended that the members should further examine the proposed boundary delineation and financial arrangements between the two local authorities but that the County Council should first accept the report in principle.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Cahill it was agreed to accept the boundary extension report in principle and discuss it again at the September meeting. 

Longford Swimming Pool Project

The County Manager, Mr. Michael Killeen proposed the establishment of a limited company to construct the swimming pool and sought the agreement of the members to the proposal.

Discussion took place on the financial issues surrounding the restriction on local authority borrowing but there was general welcome for the report and the approval given by the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to proceed to tender stage.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was agreed to accept the County Manager’s report on the proposed project.
Establishment of Members IT Sub-Committee

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor M. Cahill the following nominees were suggested for membership of the IT Sub-Committee:

Councillors: M. Kilbride-Harkin, A. Mitchell, S. Farrell, P.J. Reilly, D. Glennon and P. Murphy.

Section 16 Freedom of Information (FOI) Manual

The Section 16 FOI Manual was distributed and noted.

Disposal of Site at Ballymahon, Longford

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of the site comprising 0.155 hectares or thereabouts to Gerard and Martina Conway, Glasson, Athlone, Co. Westmeath  in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 (issued on the 6th July 2005).

Disposal of Lands at Lisnamuck, Longford

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of lands comprising 0.499 hectares or thereabouts to Ronan McNiven, David McNiven and Brian McNiven, t/a Midland Body Builders, Townspark Industrial Estate, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001(issued on the 6th July 2005).

Disposal of Lands at Templemichael Glebe, Longford

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of lands comprising 0.022 acres or thereabouts to Panelto Foods Ltd., c/o D.P.M. Architects, The Hill, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001(issued on the 6th July 2005).

Disposal of Lands at Townspark, Longford
On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of lands comprising 0.217 acres or thereabouts to Gerard and Celine O’Rourke, Townspark Industrial Estate, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001(issued on the 6th July 2005).

Disposal of Site at Townspark, Longford

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site at Townsparks, Longford comprising 0.224 hectares or thereabouts to Michael and Marie Cox, Athlone Rd, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001(issued on the 6th July 2005).

Disposal of Lands at Lisnamuck, Longford

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of lands at Lisnamuck, Longford comprising 0.185 acres or thereabouts to County Longford Scuba Divers in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 (issued on the 6th July 2005).

Disposal of Option to Purchase Land at Lisnamuck, Longford

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of an option to purchase land at Lisnamuck, Longford comprising 9.26 hectares or thereabouts, statute measure, and the disposal of such land on the exercise of said option to Abbott Ireland, Ballytivnan, Sligo in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 (issued on the 6th July 2005).

Establishment of Sub-Committee - Halloween

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor G. Brady it was agreed to establish a Halloween Sub-Committee as a pilot scheme to examine community activity at Halloween. The following nominations were received: Councillors P. Nolan, M. Nevin and S. Butler.

Notices of Motions
Children’s Playground – Church View and Curraghrua Estates, Lanesboro
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride:-




“That a Children’s Playground be provided for Church View and Curraghrua Housing Estates in Lanesboro”

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services stated that the Strategic Policy Committee was currently preparing a Play Policy for County Longford. This policy will provide guidance on the criteria to be used in the design and selection of playgrounds. It is important that the playground be located in an area available to all and not in one housing estate. He reported to the meeting that a grant of €60,000 was available this year from the Department for publicly owned playgrounds. The Strategic Policy Committee would, also, consider the issue of community demand for this type of facility.

Course Fishing in Lanesboro  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-




“That this Council calls on Lough Ree Power and the E.S.B. not to carry out overhauls or repairs during the months of April, May and September in order to allow good course fishing to continue.”

Councillor A. Farrell stated that the hot water stretch in Lanesboro is a vital element in the local angling tourism industry and the absence of the hot water during the recent repairs resulted in poor fish numbers. 

It was agreed that the elected members from the South Longford area seek a meeting with Lough Ree Power to discuss the issue.

New Liquor Licences  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor M. Farrell:-




“This Council notes with concern the recent statements of the Irish
Medical Organisation, representing 6,000 Medical Doctors, and a similar statement from the Strategic Task Force on Alcohol, in which both bodies expressed their alarm and concern at the proposals of the Minister for Justice to introduce five new categories of liquor licence under the proposed codification of liquor licensing legislation – they being:

· A Café Bar licence.

· A Distance Selling licence.

· A Caterer’s licence.

· A licence for Public Cultural Events, and

· Guest House licence.

which will result in a greatly increased number of liquor outlets that will fuel the already serious problem of under age and binge drinking with the resultant public order problems that effect our society.

We, therefore, call on the Government to recognise that we already have a problem of too easy access to alcohol leading to abuse, and that we have too many outlets selling alcohol at present with a licence for every 350 persons of all ages of the population.

We, therefore, call on the Government to issue no further liquor licences.”

Councillor A. Farrell stated that while the Café Bar Licence issue was no longer relevant to the motion nonetheless the remaining issues were pertinent. He stated that he did not believe that any more licences were required as there were sufficient licences already in existence.

A wide ranging discussion took place on the issues associated with the motion.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride it was agreed to write to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform requesting that                                 no more liquor licenses be issued in any category as there were sufficient licences already in existence.

Legga Health Centre  
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. McEntire and seconded by Councillor G. Brady:-




“That this Council calls on the Minister for Health to make finance available for extension and major works to be carried out at the Legga Health Centre.”

The value and importance of the services offered by health centres to the general public was discussed and agreed. 

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor L. McEntire it was agreed to write to the Health Service Executive seeking a meeting with the Minister for Health in relation to the condition of Health Centres in County Longford.

Civic Reception

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. Bannon and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-




“That Longford County Council  hold a Civic Reception to honour Liam Butler, Newport, Legan, Co. Longford who was recently an All Ireland Scor Winner in the recitation category. Also, his son Gerard who won an All Ireland Silver medal in the variety section in the Community Games Finals in Mosney recently”.

It was agreed to refer this matter to the Corporate Policy Group for consideration.

Population Check in town of Ballymahon

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-


“I am asking Longford County Council to assign some staff to carry out population check in the town of Ballymahon as the town must have 1000 inhabitants to qualify for Library refurbishment. This is most important as time is not on our side”

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services informed Councillor B. Steele that an exercise had been carried out in relation to the population of Ballymahon but stated that the Council was not a Census Body. It was suggested by Councillor B. Steele that perhaps further work could be done on this at the preparation stage of the Register of Electors.

Councillor S. Farrell suggested that perhaps it might be prudent to examine the schools registers and baptismal registers for the town and combine those with preliminary figures from the 2006 Census when they became available.

Casual Trading and Extension of Canopy out to Carriageway of N55-R392


The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-


“I am calling on Longford County Council for advice. What they see as the way to go to solve the problem of casual trading and the problems it is causing i.e. taking up space of about 25 car parking spaces. Also, the canopy extending out to carriageway of N55-R392”.

In reply to Councillor B. Steele on the matter of unlicensed trading in Ballymahon town Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services stated that the Council was empowered under the Casual Trading Act, 1995 to make bye-laws for the control and regulation of unlicensed trading.

It was agreed that a sub-committee comprising the elected members from the Ballymahon Area would seek a meeting with the Chamber of Commerce in relation to this issue.

Meeting with Garda Commissioner

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B.Steele and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-


“With the ongoing problem of break-ins around our county I propose we seek a meeting with Garda Commissioner to have more Garda deployed to County Longford”

It was agreed that a meeting be sought with the Garda Commissioner to have more Gardai deployed to County Longford.

Correspondence:

Letter dated 9th June 2005 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Review of local electoral areas.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services stated that a meeting would take place with the County Registrar on the above matter.

Letter dated 24th June, 2005 received from Macroom Town Council regarding regarding embargo on public service recruitment was noted.

Letter dated 16th June, 2005 received from Fingal County Council regarding the Morris Tribunal was noted.

Letter dated 22nd June, 2005 received from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment regarding Community Employment Schemes was noted.

Letter from Rehab Foundation, Nomination form for Rehab People of the Year Awards was noted.

Letter from Monaghan Town Council dated 1st July, 2005 regarding appointment of Ombudsman was noted.

Correspondence - County Manager’s Tenure of Office.

The County Manager, Mr. M. Killeen informed the meeting that the Senior Counsel opinion which was sought in relation to the tenure of office of the County Manager had been received. 

Mr. F. Gearty, County Solicitor, outlined for the meeting the history and content of the earlier resolution in relation to the County Manager’s tenure of office. He then summarised the Senior Counsel Advice which expressed the opinion that the elected members of Longford County Council were in a position to extend the contract of the County Manager. 

All members present unreservedly welcomed this legal opinion. 

Mr. M. Killeen thanked the members for their expressions of confidence in him and  stated that he would be happy and honoured to serve for an extended period but that he did not wish any legal challenges to be taken by the County Council on his behalf if any statutory body  objected to the legal opinion offered by Senior Counsel.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor B. Steele the following resolution was passed:

“Having regard to the legal advice received we now proceed to again offer Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, a fixed term contract extending his tenure as County Manager to 30th June 2009 and we direct that notification of this decision and legal advice be sent to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and to the Public Appointments Service (formerly the Local Appointments Commissioners)”.

Additional Items

Planning Applications

The County Manager, Mr. M. Killeen, sought the approval of the County Council in relation to the development of lands at the rear of Main St., Granard to authorise Mr. P.J. Matthews to make a number of planning applications in respect of Council land in the area without prejudice.

On the proposal of Mayor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly it was agreed to grant approval for this proposal.
Newtowncashel GAA

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, informed the meeting that an application had been received from Newtowncashel GAA in relation to the allocation of monies for the surfacing of the car park area. 

On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Cahill it was agreed to grant €10,000 for this project.

Councillor S. Farrell expressed his gratitude to the County Manager and the members present for their approval of the application.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE

Public Liability Claims 

It was noted that three (3) public liability claims had been received by the Council during the month of June 2005.

Higher Education Grants Scheme 2005

On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor L. Bannon it was agreed to accept the Higher Education Grants Scheme 2005.

CONFERENCES:

On the proposal of Mayor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor G. Brady the following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-


(i)
The Parnell Society.



“The Parnell Summer School 2005”



14th – 19th August 2005.



Avondale House and Forest Park, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow.


(ii)
Local Authority Members Association.



“Annual Winter Seminar”



4th and 5th November 2005.



Mount Errigal Hotel, Letterkenny.


(iii)  Preliminary Announcement, 2nd IRDA Conference,



“Rural Housing – A Rural Right”,



31st August/1st September 2005,



Kilkee Bay Hotel, Kilkee, Co. Clare.


(iv)
Douglas Hyde Conference,



15th – 17th July, 2005,



Roscommon.


(v)
Kadenza Consultancies, Seminar for Councillors,



“Local Government and the Arts”,



26th – 27th August, 2005,



The Silver Tassie Hotel, Milford Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.


(vi)
Advance Notice, County Carlow Chamber of Commerce,



2nd Annual National Forum, 

“Reform of Local Government Financing – Value for Money and Effectiveness”,

21st October, 2005,

Mount Wolseley Hilton, Country Resort, Tullow, Co. Carlow.


(vii)
 Fuelling the Future, 

 18th – 19th June, 2005, Kinsale.


(viii) Meeting of “National/Wetlands Wilderness Park”,



8th June, 2005 in Dublin

(ix) “Local Partnerships – Troubles Without Ends”,


Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork,


19th – 21st May, 2005

(x) “Future of Rural Tourism”,


Tulsk, Co. Roscommon,


23rd – 25th June, 2005


  (xi)General Humbert-Michael Davitt Summer School,

23rd-28th August, 2005,

Co. Mayo

PUBLICATIONS
The list of publications, which had been circulated, was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Mary Morrissey,

             Meetings Administrator, Acting

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 21st September  2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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