LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 28th September 2005 at 11.00 a.m. 

PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell,  Sean Farrell, Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcan,  Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peter Murphy, Micheal Mac Cnaimhi, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J. Reilly and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services

Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance

Mr. Peter Tone, A/Director of Services

Mr. Frank Gearty, County Solicitor

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Mary Morrissey, Acting

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS

Review of Electoral Polling Schemes

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services informed the meeting that the making of a Polling Scheme was a reserved function and that it was now timely to review the Polling Scheme for County Longford. He suggested that the matter should be advanced through the Area Committee Structure.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor S. Butler it was agreed that the Area Committee Structure was the most appropriate forum to deal with the review.

Notice of Motion

Animal Medicines

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon:-

“That we call on the Department of Agriculture not to implement the new regulations regarding prescriptions for all animal medicines”.

Councillor J. Coyle explained to the meeting that implementation of the proposed new regulations would result in animal medicines costing more under prescription. He stated that since there was already a very poor financial return on farming it would be detrimental to the farming community to increase the cost of animal medicine. He was widely supported in his motion by the members present.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor L. Bannon it was agreed to write to the Department of Agriculture and Food requesting that it reconsiders implementation of the new regulations in relation to prescriptions for all animal medicines.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was agreed to seek a deputation with the Minister for Agriculture and Food on this matter and, also, to send a copy of the Notice of Motion to all County Councils and the General Council of County Councils. 

Correspondence

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell it was agreed to defer this item to the monthly meeting in October. All correspondence items to be included again on the agenda for the October meeting.

County Manager’s Tenure of Office.

The County Manager, Mr. M. Killeen spoke briefly in relation to the exchange of correspondence between the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the County Council and, also, the various legal advices received in relation to the tenure of office of the County Manager. 

Councillor A. Mitchell, Councillor B. Steele and Mayor F. Kilbride informed the meeting of the sequence of actions taken by them on behalf of the elected members in relation to the seeking of an extension of the tenure of office of the County Manager.

Mr. F. Gearty, County Solicitor, updated the meeting on the current position in regard to County Manager’s tenure of office. He summarised the Senior Counsel’s First Advice and Supplemental Advice which continued to express the legal opinion that the elected members of Longford County Council were in a position to extend the contract of the County Manager. He stated, however, that the view of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government was in disagreement with that legal opinion.

All members present accepted the legal opinion of Senior Counsel and expressed the wish that since there is a difference of legal interpretation at present that all appropriate legal proceedings open to the Council should be taken in order to ascertain the current legal position.

Following discussion on the issue and in reply to a query from Councillor S. Butler on his personal and professional opinion at this juncture, the County Manager, Mr. M. Killeen thanked the members for their expressions of confidence in him and reiterated that he that he did not wish the elected members to engage on his behalf in a protracted legal battle at undue expense to the County Council. However, he must take cognisance of the strong legal advice offered by Senior Counsel. 

The Head of Finance indicated that funds were available to process the legal action contemplated and that the Council was entitled to proceed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1991.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride the following resolution was passed:

“That we, the members of Longford County Council, hereby agree that proceedings be taken against the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Ireland and The Attorney General for the purposes of seeking a Court Order implementing the resolution of the Council that the present incumbent remain in the position of Longford County Manager in accordance with the resolutions of the Council passed on the 20th April 2005 and 20th July 2005.”

The remaining items on the agenda were deferred for consideration at the monthly meeting in October 2005.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Mary Morrissey,

             Meetings Administrator, Acting

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th October  2005.

Signed: _______________

              Mayor.
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