LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 19th October 2005 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Frank Kilbride,  Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly 

and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Roger Timlin, County Manager

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services.




Mr. P. Dromey, A/Director of Services.





Mr. F. Gearty, Solicitor.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow the members to consider the County Manager’s Tenure of Office (Mr. Michael Killeen).

Mayor F. Kilbride asked Mr. Frank Gearty, Council Solicitor, to update the members on the current position in regard to the tenure of office of Mr. Michael Killeen.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor B. Steele seconded that following Mr. Gearty’s update,  that the political parties would then adjourn for group meetings to consider Mr. Gearty’s submission.

Mr. Gearty stated following from the resolution which was passed at the meeting of the Council held on the 26th September 2005, Mr. Roddy Hoarn, S.C., had secured a temporary High Court injunction which restrained the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and others until Thursday, 6th October 2005 from purporting to take any step to appoint any other person as County Manager for the County of Longford or from taking any measure in that regard.  The case was adjourned from Thursday, 6th October 2005 to Monday, 10th October 2005.

The High Court Order continued in force until it was removed by the High Court on the 11th  October 2005.  However, in lifting the injunction Judge Mella Carroll said that she believed that there is a fair issue to be tried as to whether the Council had the authority to extend the appointment.      Judge Mella Carroll discharged the Order, reserved costs and allowed three weeks to file a statement of claim.  She put it in for mention on the 7th November 2005.

A transcript of the Judgement was circulated to the members.

The Meetings Administrator read a letter to the meeting, dated 14th October 2005, which had been addressed by Mr. Michael Killeen to the Mayor and members of the Council and in which he asked the members not to pursue with the legal action to retain him as County Manager.

Following an adjournment for twenty minutes, the meeting reconvened.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor B. Steele, the following resolution was adopted:-

“While we have had due regard to the legal advice given and the judgement of

Ms. Justice Mella Carroll, in light of and having considered the letter of Michael Killeen, former County Manager of County Longford dated the 14th October 2005, this Council instructs its Legal Advisor, Mr. Frank Gearty, to discontinue the legal proceedings instituted against the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the best possible terms.”

Mayor F. Kilbride commenced the many tributes paid to the former County Manager, Mr. Michael Killeen.  He mentioned especially all the industry which Michael Killeen had succeeded in bringing to County Longford over the years and all the encouragement which he has given to local industries. 

All members of the Council complimented Mr. Killeen on his wealth of experience and knowledge and the commitment which he had shown to the county during his term as County Manager.   All members agreed that he has left a rich legacy in every parish and townland in County Longford. His regard for the underprivileged was highlighted by the members.

The members also referred to Mr. Killeen’s total belief in local democracy and how he had embraced the concept of  “Better Local Government”.

All members agreed that Mr. Killeen has left Longford County Council in a strong and vibrant position.

All members of the Council wished Mr. Killeen, his wife, Eilis, and family every health and happiness in retirement.   

On the proposal of Mayor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that a Civic Reception be held to pay tribute to Michael Killeen for his twenty seven years service to Longford County Council.   It was also agreed that the “Freedom of the County” be offered to Mr. Killeen.

The Members also thanked Mr. Frank Gearty, Council Solicitor, for his advice.

Mr. R. Timlin, Longford County Manager, and Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance, spoke on behalf of the staff of the County Council and also wished 

Michael Killeen and family every happiness in retirement.

All members of the Council wished Mr. Timlin and the Management Team of the Council every success in the future.

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING.

On the proposal of Mayor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell, it was unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting to Wednesday, 26th October 2005 at 

4.00 p.m.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 16th November  2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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