LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 26th  October 2005 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Larry Bannon, Deputy Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Frank Kilbride,  Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly 

and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services.




Mr. P. Dromey, A/Director of Services.





Mr. C. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. R. O’Ceallaigh, Senior Executive Officer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

In the absence of Mayor Frank Kilbride, Councillor Larry Bannon, took the Chair.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that a vote of  sympathy be extended to the Gettings family, Asnagh, Edgeworthstown on the death of Mrs. Peggy Gettings.

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Phil Donohoe, Mostrim on the death of Joe Donohoe, Camagh, Abbeylara.

Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Grimes family, Drumury, Moyne on the death of Catherine Grimes.

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Mulvihill family, Carrowbeg, Newtowncashel on the death of John Mulvihill.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Marlow family, Derryhaun, Kenagh on the death of 

Jim Marlow.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Tiernan family, Doonameeran on the death of 

J. P. Tiernan.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Kenny family, Ardagh on the death of Bridie Kenny.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Bennett family, Teffia Park, Longford  on the death of 

Nicky Bennett.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor P. Belton,  the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

21st September 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor P. Belton, the Minutes of the Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 26th  September 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin  seconded by Councillor P. Belton,  the Minutes of the Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 28th  September 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

Amendment of Minute of Meeting of the 28th September 2005.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Coyle that in Page 3 of the Minute of the 28th September 2005 under the heading of  “County Manager’s Tenure of Office” that the following paragraph:-

 “All members present unreservedly welcomed the legal opinion of Senior Counsel and expressed the wish that since there is a difference of legal interpretation at present that all appropriate legal proceedings open to the Council should be taken in order to ascertain the current legal position.”

be replaced with the following:-

“All members present accepted the legal opinion of Senior Counsel and expressed the wish that since there is a difference of legal interpretation at present that all appropriate legal proceedings open to the Council should be taken in order to ascertain the current legal position.”

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

WATER SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Appointment of two members for the Shannon River Basin District 

Advisory Council.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that 

Councillor A. Farrell and Councillor S. Farrell be appointed to the Shannon River Basin District Advisory Council.

Appointment of two members for the North Western International River Basin District Advisory Council.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that 

Councillor G. Brady and Councillor V. Kiernan be appointed to the North Western International River Basin District Advisory Council.

Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Regulations  2001) in respect of proposed Granardkille Graveyard.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor M. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report

(Planning and Development Regulations 2001) in respect of proposed 

Granardkille Graveyard, which had been circulated to the members.

Survey of Burial Grounds in County Longford and proposed Works 

Programme 2005.

Mr. P. Dromey, Acting Director of Services, informed the meeting that the Survey of Burial Grounds and proposed Works Programme 2005 which had been circulated to the members, will be considered, in detail, by the Water Services and Environmental Policies Strategic Policy Committee and by the Area Committees and come back to the members for debate at a future meeting of the Council.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan that the item be placed on the Agenda for the November meeting of the Council.

Notice of Motion.

Use of Unauthorised Fireworks.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and

seconded by Councillor P. Nolan:-

“That Longford County Council calls on the Minister for Justice to bring forward workable legislation, as a matter of urgency, to enable prosecution of those found in

possession of, and using, unauthorised fireworks.”

It was agreed that this motion be forwarded to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform and to the local Gardai.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Nolan it was agreed that the motion be circulated to all Local Authorities for support.

Delegation to Water Services Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Mr. Dromey informed the meeting that a deputation from Longford County Council will be meeting representatives from the Water Services Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on Thursday, 3rd November 2005 at 11.00 a.m. in the Conference Room Custom House, Dublin 1.        

The following members to form the deputation:-

Councillors  -  F. Kilbride, A. Farrell, G. Brady, M. Farrell, M. Kilbride-Harkin.

                         M. Cahill, M. Mulleady, B. Steele, P. J. Reilly.

                         P. Murphy, M. Nevin.

It was agreed that a Meeting be held on  Wednesday, 2nd November 2005 at 4.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber to consider the items to be discussed with the Water Services Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Farewell to Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh, Senior Executive Officer.

All members of the Council wished Roibeard every happiness and success in his new post as Senior Executive Officer with Westmeath County Council.

Mr. T. McDonald and Mr. P. Dromey wished Roibeard every success.

Roibeard thanked the Mayor, members and staff for their good wishes and thanked them for their support and co-operation during his time in Longford.

Longford County Council Presentation of Waste Bye-Laws 2004.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Nevin it was unanimously agreed to adopt Longford County Council’s “Presentation of Waste Bye-Laws”, which had been circulated to the members with the Agenda for the September meeting of the Council.

Collection of Refuse in Longford Town.

Councillor A. Mitchell raised the question of the proposed new times for the collection of refuse in Longford town i.e. 7.30 a.m., and Mr. Dromey agreed to consult with Mulleady’s Refuse Collection Service regarding Councillor Mitchell’s concerns.

Councillor A. Farrell raised a question regarding the collection of refuse every two weeks  and Mr. Dromey agreed to have this matter examined.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal Cultural and Recreational Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 13th June 2005.   

The Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal Cultural and Recreational Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 13th June 2005

which had been circulated to the members, were noted.    

Longford County Council – Draft Play Policy.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to adopt “Longford County Council – Draft Play Policy”, which had been circulated to the members.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Mayor F. Kilbride seconded that a Playground be provided in Edgeworthstown.

Boundary Extension  -  Longford .

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor A. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed that this item be adjourned to the January meeting of the Council, pending the completion of a report on the financial implications of the proposed boundary extension on Longford County Council and Longford Town Council .

Proposed Sinn Fein Memorial in Lanesboro.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor A. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed that this item be adjourned to the November meeting of the Council,

Update on Broadband proposals.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that the revised route for Broadband proposed by Longford Council has been accepted by the Department of Communication, Marine and Natural Resources.    The tender process is due to commence shortly.    The proposed Broadband line will also include the line for C.C.T.V. cameras being proposed by Longford Town Council.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council enter into a Section 85 Agreement with Longford Town Council in relation to the provision of Broadband infrastructure in Longford town.

Mr. Sheridan stated that the existing Broadband operator in Longford town will be afforded every opportunity to access the proposed network.

Update on Longford Swimming Pool Project.

The planning application which was submitted by Longford Swimming Pool Construction Ltd. has been granted.   Expressions of interest were invited for the project and tenders will be invited from a select number of contractors.  It is anticipated that the closing date for the receipt of tenders will be early December.

Disposal of Site at Templemichael Glebe, Longford.

On the proposal of Mayor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of the site comprising  0.658 hectares at Templemichael Glebe, Longford to Harvest Gale, c/o Kelly & Ryan Solicitors, Teeling Street, Sligo in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the  6th October 2005.

Notices of Motions.

Vehicle Registration Office.


The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and

and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride:-

“That Longford County Council condemns the decision by the Revenue Authorities to close the Vehicle Registration Office in Longford Town which has led to serious inconvenience to many people throughout County Longford who must now take cars and other vehicles for registration to a totally under staffed and inadequate Registration Office in Sligo.    We call upon the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners to reinstate the service at Longford Town immediately.”

It was agreed that Longford County Council write to the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners requesting him to rescind the decision to close the Vehicle Registration Office in Longford town.

Land Bank in Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and

and seconded by Councillor A. Farrell:-

“With the excellent services of Longford County Council acquiring the five acres of land on the Athlone Road in Ballymahon from the IDA and the take up with six new industrial units, I propose we seek to acquire more land bank on the same road.

Mr. Sheridan stated that following from the provision of industrial sites in Lanesboro, Ballymahon, Granard and Longford town, it is now the intention of the Council to examine the possibility of acquiring land in other areas in the County.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 15th July 2005 received from Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment regarding Community Employment (CE) Schemes was noted.

Letter dated 21st July 2005 received from the Office of the Tanaiste regarding the Report of the National Task Force on Medical Staffing (Hanley Report) was noted.

Councillor P. Nolan referred to the recent newspaper report regarding the fitting out of Phase 2B at Mullingar General Hospital and stated that she cautiously welcomes this report.

Letter dated 27th July 2005 received from the Office of the Tanaiste regarding proposals for engaging local elected members with the new Health Service Executive was noted.

Mayor F. Kilbride proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Longford County Council write to the H.S.E. asking is there a timescale for the setting up of the proposed Forum especially with regard to the involvement of elected representatives.

Letter dated 27th July 2005 received from Clonakilty Town Council regarding the points system for Leaving Certificate students was noted.

Letter dated 28th July 2005 received from Bus Eireann regarding the provision of bus shelters etc. in Newtownforbes and at Abbeycartron, Longford was noted.

Letter dated 29th July 2005 received from Monaghan County Council regarding services at Monaghan General Hospital and other hospitals in the country was noted.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that Longford County Council support letter dated 29th July 2005 received from Monaghan Town Council.

Letter dated 29th July 2005 received from Fermoy Town Council regarding disabled persons bill was noted.

Letter dated 12th August 2005 received from Mr. Robert Cox, former journalist with the Longford Leader was noted.

Letter dated 5th August 2005 received from the Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Garda Headquarters, regarding An Garda Soichana Policing Plan 2006 was noted.

Letter dated 23rd August 2005 received from the Office of the Tanaiste and Minister for Health regarding the condition of Health Centres in Co. Longford was noted.

Letter dated 5th September 2005 received from the Electricity Supply Board regarding the carrying out of overhauls or repairs in the months of April, May and September was noted.

Letter dated 5th September 2005 received from the General Council of County Councils enclosing letter dated 25th August 2005 from Minister Dick Roche to Councillor Bill Carey, Chairman (outgoing) of the General Council of County Council which gives a summary of issues which were raised at a recent meeting held between the General Council and Minister Dick Roche was noted.

Letter dated 19th August 2005 received from the Office of the Garda Commissioner in reply to the Council’s letter of the 17th August 2005 requesting a meeting with the Garda Commissioner was noted.

Councillor B. Steele proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a reminder be sent to the Garda Commissioner regarding a meeting.

Letter dated 3rd October 2005 received from the Office of the Minister for Agriculture and Food in connection with the new regulations regarding prescriptions for all animal medicines was noted.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that an item be placed on the Agenda for the November meeting to set a date for a meeting of the Council regarding agricultural matters and that local representatives from the farming bodies be invited to attend.

Letter dated 4th October 2005 received from Mr. John Keegan, Regional Manager, Bank of Ireland – North West/Midlands regarding the proposed closure of Bank of Ireland in Edgeworthstown was noted.

Letter dated 30th September 2005 received from the Office of the Minister for Finance in relation to the Rural Renewal Scheme was noted.

Mayor F. Kilbride took the Chair at this stage of the meeting and thanked

Councillor Bannon.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims received during August and September 2005 were noted.

Review of Three-Year Capital Programme.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was agreed that a review of the Three-Year Capital Programme in accordance with Section 135 of the Local Government Act 2001 would be considered in conjunction with the Budget for 2006.

Fix Dates for:-

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded the following dates:-

(i)    Finance Committee Meeting.

        Monday, 5th  December 2005 at 4.00 p.m.

        On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it 

        was unanimously agreed that the Finance Committee Meeting be held

        “in committee” on the Monday, 5th December 2005.

(ii)   2006 Budget Meeting.

        Wednesday, 11th January 2006 at 4.00 p.m.

Status of Councillors.

The members discussed the status of Councillors especially with regard to Social Welfare payments.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor M. Nevin, it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Social and Family Affairs seeking clarification as to the proper status of Councillors whether office holder, employee, or otherwise.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 29th July 2005 received from Department of Education and Science regarding changes in the 2005 Maintenance Grant Schemes was noted.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Longford County Council write to the Department of Education requesting that S.S.I.A. income not be included in the calculation for eligibility for a Higher Education Grant. 

Circular Letter FIN 18/2005 dated 29th September 2005 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding prescribed periods for the holding of 2006 Budget meetings was noted.

Circular Letter 18/05, dated 7th October 2005, received from Mr. Joe Allen, Local Government Policy, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the funding by local authorities of attendance by elected members at conferences was noted.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee  Meetings held on the 27th June 2005 and 18th July 2005.   

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee  Meetings held on the 27th June 2005 and 18th July 2005, which had been circulated to the members, were noted.   

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Requirements for the Provision of Septic Tanks.

Report on the requirements for the provision of septic tanks for one off housing and treatment systems which are acceptable to Longford County Council for planning purposes, which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride, it was agreed that an item be placed on the Agenda for the November meeting as follows:-

“Review of County Development Plan.”

Notice of Motion.

High Cost of Heating Systems.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. Bannon and seconded by Councillor G. Brady:-

“I wish to call on Longford County Council to investigate the high cost of heating systems installed in the Council houses at Foxhall Crescent,
Legan and as alternative

I am requesting that Longford County Council provide a solid fuel system in each house in the estate.”

The Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy will review this matter and prepare a report for a future Council meeting.

Disposal of Fee Simple of house at 12 Demesne, Longford.

On the proposal of Mayor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of Fee Simple of house at 12 Demesne, Longford to  Mr. and Mrs. James & Yvonne Mulligan in accordance with the terms of  Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 3rd October 2005.

Disposal of Plot of Ground at Smithfield, Legan, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of plot of ground comprising 0.189 hectares at Smithfield, Legan, Co. Longford to Legan Community Childcare Ltd. in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 29th September 2005.

Pedestrian Lights on Battery Road, Longford at St. Christophers Centre.

Councillor P. Nolan raised the question of the switching on of the pedestrian lights at St. Christopher’s Centre on the Battery Road in Longford, and it was agreed that 

Mr. Kilgallen, Director of Services would contact the E.S.B. regarding this matter.

Building Site at Lisbrack.

Councillor M. Nevin asked the officials to investigate inadequate lighting at a building site at Lisbrack, Longford.

Conferences.

On the proposal of  Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor M. Farrell,          the following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) Ceifin Conference 2005.

“Filling the Vacuum?”

8th and 9th November 2005.

West County Hotel & Conference Centre, Ennis, Co. Clare.

(ii) County Carlow Chamber of Commerce, Industry & Tourism

“Chambers Driving the Local Government Funding Agenda”

21st October 2005.

Mount Wolseley Hilton, Tullow, Co. Carlow.

(iii) City and Financial Conferences

Surrey, U.K.

13th April 2005.

(iv) Midland Waste Management

Tullamore.

8th August 2005.

(v) Conference in Athlone I.T.

15th April 2005.

(vi) General Council of County Councils.

Kilkenny

14th October 2005.

PUBLICATIONS
The list of publications, which had been circulated, was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 16th November  2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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