LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Monday, 26th September 2005 at 2.00 p.m. 

PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan,   Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, 

Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly 

and Barney Steele.

APOLOGY:


Councillor D. Glennon.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services

Mr. Peter Tone, A/Director of Services

Ms. Barbara Heslin, A/Head of Finance

Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services

Mr. Jack Kilgallen,  Director of Services

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS

Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to the Dromard Football Team on winning the Senior Football Final and the  Killoe Football Team on winning the Minor Football Final.

A vote of congratulations was also extended to the Dromard Minor Team.

All members present congratulated the Longford County Board on the excellent work carried out on the pitch in Pearse park.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Mayor F. Kilbride seconded a vote of congratulations to the Longford Masters on winning the All-Ireland title 2005 and that Longford County Council host a Civic Reception for the winning team.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded a vote of congratulations to the Principal, Staff and pupils of Stonepark National School on winning The Irish Independent Building for the Future National Award and that Longford County Council host a Civic Reception in their honour.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor L. McEntire the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 20th July 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE
 AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY.

Part 8 (Planning & Development Regulations 2001) in respect of the 

Longford N5 Bypass.    Presentation by Ryan Hanley W.S.P.

Mayor F. Kilbride welcomed Ger Horgan from Ryan Hanley W.S.P. to the meeting.

Mr. Hanley outlined briefly to the meeting the plans for the proposed Longford N5 Bypass which includes the construction of two roundabouts, located where the proposed development intersects the existing N5 at Aghareagh and the existing N4 at Aghadegnan.   It also includes three bridges where the proposed development crosses the River Camlin at Cartrons, the Dublin/Sligo railway line at Cartrons and the local road at Cartrons, as well as accommodation works, footpaths, route signing and lighting, road markings, landscaping, and provision and relocation of services and other ancillary works.   He stated that the preferred route was finally selected after a lengthy consultation process including public consultation.   The route chosen was originally estimated to cost €9.9m and was the cheapest of the six routes proposed initially.   However, this estimate was at 2001 prices and did not include VAT or the cost of land acquisition.

Mr. Hanley replied to various questions from the members.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Murphy it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 (Planning and Development Regulations 2001) in respect of the Longford N5 Bypass.

It was noted that approval to the Part 8 in respect of the Longford N5 Bypass will allow Longford County Council to seek approval from the National Roads Authority to proceed to the next stage i.e. land acquisition phase of the Plan.

Three Year 2006 – 2008 Road Restoration and Surface Dressing Plans.

Councillor P. Murphy proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded the adoption of the Three Year 2006 – 2008 Road Restoration and Surface Dressing Plans for Longford County Council.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride, it was agreed that Longford County Council write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government expressing dissatisfaction at the short length of time given to the members and officials of the Council to prepare the plan.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded  that greater discretionary funding be given to local authorities for emergency work on roads.

Mr. Kilgallen undertook to notify the members if any changes need to be made to the Plan during the three year period.

 Notice of Motion.

Site of the Old School in Carrickboy.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon:-

“I call on Longford County Council to allocate the site of the old school in Carrickboy to the local community for use as a car park and amenity area in order to improve the facilities and appearance of the Village.”

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that the site of the old school site at the junction of the R393 and N55 in Carrickboy was purchased some years ago for purposes of junction improvement.   Since that time, the necessary finances have not been available to carry out appropriate works.    The area is currently bounded by post and rail fencing and a locked gate alongside the roadways, and by walls along the remainder of the perimeter.

The Design Manual for Roads and Bridges requires a sight distance of 70 metres for roads with speeds of 50 kph.   The sight distance available from the optimum accesses from this site to the junction would be less than 20 metres on the R393 and less than 30 metres on the N55.   These inadequate distances would be likely to result in conflict between vehicles entering or leaving the site and vehicles turning out Northwards from the R393 onto the N55 in the case of an N55 access and turning in Southeastwards from the N55 onto the R393 in the case of an R393 access.

Used as either a carpark or an amenity site, pedestrians leaving or approaching the area would be forced to cross busy roads at this hazardous location.

For these reasons and on safety grounds, use of the old school site as a carpark or amenity area carried significant risk to pedestrian and vehicular road users.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor B. Steele, it was agreed a meeting be arranged between the Director of Services, the  local committee and the Councillors in the area.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 4th August 2005 received from Kerry County Council regarding the provision of off-road parking for rural schools was noted.

Letter dated 8th August 2005 received from the National Roads Authority regarding the N4 Longford to Mullingar route.

Councillor J. Coyle expressed dissatisfaction with the 2 + 1 road type.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, it was agreed that Longford County Council write to Westmeath, Roscommon, Leitrim, Sligo and Mayo County Councils seeking support for a Dual Carriageway on the 

N4 route to the west.

WATER SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Longford County Council Presentation of Waste Bye-Laws 2004.

Councillor M. Farrell, Chairperson, Water Services and Environmental Policies Strategic Policy Committee outlined the details of the Longford County Council “Presentation of Waste Bye-Laws”, which had been circulated to the members with the Agenda for the meeting.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that where a person is in receipt of rent supplement from the Midland Health Board, that the cost of refuse collection be included in the rent supplement as part of their tenancy agreement with the Landlord.

It was agreed that the Director of Services should circulate this motion to the Town Council, the Water Services and Environmental Policies Strategic Policy Committee

and the Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that a representative from the Midland Health Board be requested to attend a Water Services and Environmental Policies Strategic Policy Committee meeting regarding this issue.

Progress Reports:

Ardagh, Aughnacliffe & Ballinalee Sewerage Update

It was agreed to take the following Notice of Motion in conjunction with this item.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor M. Farrell:-

“I, hereby, request from the Director of Services an up-to-date report on the proposed sewerage schemes for Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee, having regard to the letter issued by the Minister for the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the 

30th June 2005.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government  has approved the Strategic Review subject to(a) substantial reductions to extent of networks and (b ) Longford County Council capital  financial contribution @ 32.5% €2.4M = €0.78M

Consulting Engineers are currently working on Contract Document stage which will include land acquisitions, wayleaves, site investigation, Part 8 etc – scheduled to be completed Spring 2006.

Longford Sewerage Phase 2 Update

It was agreed to take the following Notice of Motion in conjunction with this item:-

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“That Longford County Council be updated on the current status and timescale of the extension of the Longford Town Sewerage Scheme to the Ferefad area of the town.”

The revised report on the proposed Longford WWTP extension which is required in order to establish capacity requirements and determine marginal costs has been submitted to Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in March 2005.    The report demonstrates sufficient current spare capacity in the works

The extension to South East Drainage areas report is with Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. General approval is subject to the former being approved. However it is probable that approval in principle will be contingent on drainage area extensions being linked to Local Area Plans.

It was agreed that this matter be referred to the Water Services and Environmental Policies Strategic Policy Committee.

Mr. Timlin informed the meeting that the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government is not in a position to meet a deputation from Longford County Council regarding the Longford Sewerage Phase 2.   However, officials from the Minister’s Department would be available to meet a deputation.  

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that  the Director of Services organise this meeting.  The Longford Electoral Area Councillors and the Town Councillors to attend the meeting.
Drumlish, Newtownforbes Sewerage Schemes.

The Consulting Engineers are currently working on the preparation of the Preliminary Report. The Draft PR is due for submission to Longford County Council at the end of September 2005.

Kenagh Sewerage Scheme

Water Services Consulting Engineers are currently engaged in Treatment Plant and Network design upgrade and procurement which is being funded under the Small Schemes Programme

Ballinamuck Sewerage Scheme;

This scheme forms part of the Longford Grouped Towns and Villages (12 No) Feasibility Study. Consulting Engineers are currently being procured for the scheme – are expected to be in place October/ November 2005

Notices of Motions.

Skip for Clondra Voluntary Group.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Nevin and seconded by Councillor

“That the voluntary group in Clondra be supplied with a skip, when   requested”

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that Longford County Council has provided a refuse service for cruiser tourists at the harbour for the last two years, with the assistance of McPartlands pub.    A number of wheelie bins are available at certain times daily for their use.    These are advertised on signage in the harbour.   This service is available from April to October.

It has not been the policy of Longford County Council to provide skips for general use for the last two to three years due to problems of misuse and dumping.   As part of National Spring Clean Week, Longford County Council does assist communities who wish to carry out community clean ups with bags, etc. and arrange refuse truck collection.   No group from Clondra sought this assistance during the 2005 National Spring Clean.

It is suggested that the community group that is seeking this service should contact Gary Brady, Environmental Awareness Officer, to discuss what clean up initiatives are being proposed to ascertain how Longford County Council can best support them.

Water Shortages in the Longford Town Catchment Area.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by P. Nolan:-

“That the water services section of Longford County Council furnish a report to the members of Longford County Council on the cause of the recent water shortages in the Longford Town catchment area and to identify what action is needed to alleviate the water shortages in the future and what solutions are proposed to deal with this ongoing problem.”

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, updated the meeting as follows:-

Water shortages in the Longford supply are recurring for a number of reasons:


 increased demand versus supply capacity (overloaded works)

excessive leakage on customer side

excessive bursts on public mains due to aged network 

inadequate storage (reservoir capacity)

It has been necessary in the interest of conserving supplies by turning off supplies at night and customers are advised by media advertisements.  Commercial customers are generally expected to have 24 hour storage.  Unaccounted for water is in excess of 50 % as against a desirable level of between 20-25%

Action:

Longford County Council has addressed these issues in its Assessment of Needs (Capital Investment Programme) manifestly by promoting the following solutions:

Stage 6 Trunk Main & Reservoir planned for construction 2005 (approved Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government investment funding of €7.36 M)- Advance contract completed 2004.   Main Contract scheduled to go to tender end 2005 with construction in 2006

LCRWS Strategic review – Consultant’s Draft report is scheduled for delivery end Sept 2005. Review will  address short term and permanent solution to the following ie source development(surface water, groundwater), treatment options, network appraisal etc. The  interim solution will confirm the need to develop groundwater source and provisional arrangements are being put in place to carry out appropriate well testing to allow this solution to be progressed for inclusion in the final report in early 2006  

Water conservation Programme (Phase 2) – approved Department capital investment €4.2M  for County Longford –  Consultant is about to be appointed to support Longford County Council staff and over the next two years the programme will focus on network management, leakage monitoring and control, telemetry installation, mains rehabilitation, staff training etc.

The non-domestic water metering currently underway and scheduled for completion in 2006 will also be of benefit in this regard. 

A public awareness programme regarding water conservation is currently being promoted by the Council’s Project Team. 

Furthermore the Council through its Rural Water Programme is currently augmenting the supply through developing strategic links to neighbouring regional supplies (Lanesboro & Gowna) scheduled to be completed in 2005

The Gowlin scheme is almost ready to commence construction and the Barrowmore scheme is nearing completion.

I.D. Cards for Councillors.

Following from a discussion regarding Water Meter Readers having some form of identification, Mayor F. Kilbride proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that people working on behalf of the Council and the members of the Council be provided with I.D. cards.    Mr. Timlin undertook to provide a customer care programme for people working on behalf of the Council.

New Sewerage Treatment Plant in Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-

 “To have sludge treatment facility at new sewerage treatment plant in Ballymahon either put under ground or screened off.”

Sludge dewatering is currently carried out on average one day per week in an enclosed house with dewatered sludge being deposited to a skip adjacent to the building. This practice is commonly in use nationally and internationally.

The Council is currently examining the odour impact position and determining whether odour mitigating measures such as screening  will be necessary .

Correspondence.

Letter dated 28th July 2005 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the delivery of the Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee Sewerage Schemes was noted.

Letter dated 29th July 2005 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding a meeting with the Minister regarding the delivery of the Water Services Investment Programme for County Longford was noted.

Letter dated 9th August 2005 received from The Office of Public Works regarding Report of the Flood Policy Review Group was noted.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS

Boundary Extension – Longford Town.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harin, it was unanimously agreed that this item be adjourned to the October meeting of the Council, pending the completion of a report on the financial implications of the proposed boundary extension on Longford County Council and Longford Town Council .

Proposed Sinn Fein Memorial in Lanesboro.
Mr. Killeen stated that he had received correspondence from former Councillor Jimmy McDonell on behalf of the Longford Sinn Fein branch regarding their wish to provide a memorial at Church View Housing in Lanesboro in memory of Martin Hurson and all those involved in the 1981 Hunger Strike Committee.

He outlined the procedures which would need to be followed regarding:-

(a)     consent of the owner of the ground in question (Longford County

         Council) concerning the location of the plaque/memorial, and

(b)    if planning permission is required.

Following a lengthy discussion on the matter, it was agreed by the members to defer this matter to the October meeting of the Council.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Nevin, it was agreed that the County Manager meet with Councillor Brendan Farrell, Longford Town Council, regarding the matter.

Disposal of Site at Teemore, Granard

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of the site comprising 0.242 hectares at Teemore, Granard, Co. Longford to Patrick Higgins, Ballymore, Granard, Co. Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 issued on the 7th September 2005.

Disposal of Site at Teemore, Granard

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of the site comprising 0.407 hectares at Teemore, Granard, Co. Longford to James Donnelly and Michael Murphy, 2 Derrynane Parade, Phibsborough, Dublin 7 in acordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 issued on the 7th September 2005.

Disposal of Site at Teemore, Granard

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of the site comprising 0.228 hectares at Teemore, Granard, Co. Longford to Jonathan Owens, Rathcronin, Granard, Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 issued on the 7th September 2005.

Disposal of Site at Townspark Industrial Estate, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of the site comprising 0.197 acres at Townspark Industrial Estate, Longford to Gerard and Celine O’Rourke, Townspark Industrial Estate, Longford n accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 issued on the 7th September 2005.

Disposal of Site at Ballymahon, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of the site comprising 0.355 hectares at Ballymahon, Co. Longford to Jarlath Ronayne (Ballymahon Timber), Mullingar Road, Ballymahon, Co. Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 issued on the 7th September 2005.

Disposal of Site at Lisnamuck, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of the site comprising 0.494 hectares at Lisnamuck, Longford  to Eamon Glennon, Athlone Road, Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 issued on the 7th September 2005.

Childrens Playground Allocation 2005.

It was noted that the 2005 Children’s Playground Allocation will be used to develop a playground in Lanesboro.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that additional funding for playgrounds be taken from Development Contributions.

Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor M. Farrell seconded that the officials prepare a list of proposed Playgrounds for the next four years in accordance with population of towns and villages.

Notices of Motions.

Closure of Bank of Ireland in Edgeworthstown.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride:-
“That this Council calls on Bank of Ireland to reconsider their decision to close their Branch in Edgeworthstown.”

It was agreed that this Motion be forwarded to the Regional Manager, Bank of Ireland.

Councillor M. Kilride-Harkin proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that the Regional Manager be requested to receive a deputation from Longford County Council regarding the proposed closure of the Bank of Ireland Branch in Edgeworthstown.

Better Estates – Presentation of Awards .

Mayor F. Kilbride made a presentation to the various category winners in the Better Estates Competition organised by Longford County Council.

CONFERENCES:

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor G. Brady,        the following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) Fine Gael’s Annual Three-Day Local Government Members’ 

Conference.

Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone.

22nd to 24th September 2005.

(ii) Youghal Chamber of Tourism and Commerce.

“The Life and times of Sir Walter Raleigh”

Mall Arts Centre, Youghal, Co. Cork.

23rd to 25th September 2005.

(iii) Cumann an Phiarsaigh.

“Conference on Planning -  Rural vs Urban”

Bay View Hotel, Killybegs, Co. Donegal.

5th, 6th and 7th October 2005.

(iv) Feile Frank McGann

“1st Annual Frank McGann Lecture”

Strokestown, Co. Roscommon.

6th October 2005.

(v) South Kerry Life Education Mobile Limited.

“Getting a Grip 2005 – Counting the Cost”

Hotel Europe, Killarney, Co. Kerry.

6th and 7th October 2005.

(vi) Association of Irish Regions.

8th Annual Conference – “Realising the Potential of our Regions –

Drivers of Growth Post 2006”

The Dolmen Hotel, Kilkenny Road, Carlow.

7th October 2005.

(vii) Confederation of European Councillors.

CEC Overseas Conference and Annual Meeting.

Park Inn Hotel, Berlin.

12th to 14th October 2005.

(viii) Greystones Town Council/ La Touche Legacy Committee.

“The Role of Local Authorities in the Promotion of Public Order”

Charlesland Golf & Country Club Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow.

30th September to 2nd October 2005.

(ix) Kadenza Consultancies.

“Education and Local Government.”

The Carraig Hotel, Carrick-on-Suir.

28th and 29th October 2005.

(x) Clare Tourist Council.

“Positioning Tourism  Quality or Price?”

Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare.

24th, 25th and 26th November 2005.

(xi) The Irish Association of Suicidology.

“Spirtual & Ethical Issues of Suicide”

Armagh City Hotel, Armagh.

5th to 7th October 2005.

(xii) University College Cork.

“Breaking New Ground:  Innovation in the Public Sector”

University College, Cork.

22nd and 23rd September 2005.

(xiii) Trinity College Dublin.

“Fourth Annual Freedom of Information Conference”

The Davis Theatre, Trinity College, Dublin.

15th October 2005.

(xiv) Trinity College Dublin.

“Special Areas of Conservation and Natural Heritage Areas.”

School of Law, Trinity College Dublin.

22nd September 2005.

(xv) Great Blasket Commemoration 2005.

“Our Natural Heritage.”

Tralee, Co. Kerry.

7th to 9th October 2005.

(xvi) Inland Waterways Association of Ireland.

“Highways to Leisureways:   an IWAI Conference”

Lough Neagh Discovery Centre, Oxford Island, Craigavon.

13th October 2005.

(xvii) Dundalk Town Council.

“Community Safety Conference”

The Fairways Hotel, Dundalk.

10th to 12th November 2005.

(xviii) A.M.A.I. 

Annual Conference  2005.

Oakwood Arms, Shannon, Co. Clare.

15th to 17th September 2005.


(xvix)
Association of European Cities and Regions for Culture.



“Cultural cooperation between local and regional authorities in Europe

and the American continent.”



Cork City.



13th to 16th October 2005.


(xx)
Launch of Proposed Replacement Waste Management Plan for the 



Midlands Region.



Tullamore Court Hotel, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.



11th July 2005.

(xxi) Merriman Summer School.

Lisdoonvarna, Co. Clare.

20th to 27th August 2005.

(xxii) I.R.D.A. Conference.

“Rural Housing – A Rural Fight”

Kilkee Bay Hotel.

31st August to 1st September 2005.

(xxiii) Parnell Summer School.

County Wicklow.

14th to 19th August 2005.

(xxiv) County Longford Social Club of New York.

2005 Annual Dinner Dance.

Astoria, New York.

8th October 2005.

PUBLICATIONS
The list of publications, which had been circulated, was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th October  2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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