LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of  Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on

Monday, 12th December 2005 at 2.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle,  Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile,  

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, 

Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, and P.J Reilly.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. R. Timlin, County Manager.





Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

DRAFT MATERIAL VARIATIONS TO THE LONGFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2003 – 2009.

Introduction.

Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner stated that the Environmental Protection Agency was requested to determine whether the proposed variations required a Strategic Environmental Assessment to be carried out.   Should this determination require a formal SEA, then the material variation will be suspended to facilitate the process.   The results of the SEA process will then be brought back and presented to the Council on completion.

Mr. Mac An Bheatha outlined in detail, as follows, the proposed Draft Material Variations to the Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009, which were circulated to the members and are recommended to the Council to go forward for public consultation.  

Section 3.1.2

Longford County Council proposes to make a variation of the Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 for the purposes of redefining the potential development area around Longford town boundary. The County Development Plan currently states that the bypass shall remain the limit of residential zoning, with densification and development of infill land within the town boundary the primary aim. 

In light of recent refusals of planning permission for development outside this boundary by An Bord Pleanala, it is considered appropriate to alter this statement to cater for the future development of the town. Where appropriate, serviced and serviceable land outside the bypass will be considered for development.

The original text of Section 3.1.2 read:

The Town Council area is covered by The Longford Town Development Plan 2004. A plan has been prepared as part of this Development Plan which zone appropriate land for particular purposes outside the Town Council Boundary. The location of these zonings has been selected to allow for the natural growth of Longford Town and have been related to the existing zonings within the town boundary. The bypass shall remain the limit of residential zoning, with densification and development of infill land within the town boundary the primary aim.

The revision of the text of Section 3.1.2 to read:

The Town Council area is covered by The Longford Town Development Plan 2004. The County Development Plan identifies land contiguous to the town and zones appropriate land for particular purposes outside the Town Council boundary. The location of these zonings was selected to allow for the natural growth of Longford Town and is related to the existing zonings within the town boundary. Lands adjoining Longford Town in the County Administrative area including those lands outside the Bypass shall generally be considered for development where appropriate and subject to the availability of services. 

Section 3.4.2.5

Longford County Council proposes to make a variation of the Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 for the purposes of including therein provisions for the consideration of non agricultural development, such as residential/commercial/industrial development in certain circumstances outside designated settlements. 

The purpose of this variation is to allow for the consideration of residential, industrial and commercial uses outside designated settlements in certain circumstances, such as residential, employment and economic development of the county and subject to satisfying the highest development standards.

The original text of Section 3.4.2.5 read:

Where an area of land is outside a settlement (i.e. an area not covered or proposed to be covered by a Local Area Plan or Village Policy Statement, as listed in Section 3.1.1 of this document), and is not otherwise zoned as part of this Development Plan, the use of such land shall be deemed to be primarily agricultural. Primarily agricultural zoning provides for the agricultural use of the land and any ancillary uses, including residential. Other uses may be permitted, subject to assessment on a site-by-site basis and compliance with the development control standards and other policies and objectives contained within this plan. There shall be a general presumption against proposals for industrial or commercial development in these areas except in exceptional circumstances and subject to satisfying the highest development standard requirements. These circumstances shall include the establishment of suitably small-scale industrial/commercial developments in rural areas on family owned land and developments which would promote rural diversification, subject to relevant planning criteria.

The revision of the text of Section 3.4.2.5 to read:

Where an area of land is outside a settlement (i.e. an area not covered or proposed to be covered by a Local Area Plan or Village Policy Statement, as listed in Section 3.1.1 of this document), and is not otherwise zoned as part of this Development Plan or The Longford Town Development Plan, the use of such land shall be deemed to be primarily agricultural. Primarily agricultural zoning provides for the agricultural use of the land and any ancillary uses, including residential. Other uses may be permitted, subject to assessment on a site-by-site basis and compliance with the development control standards and other policies and objectives contained within this plan. 

Section 7.3

The Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 will have regard to the Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines for Planning Authorities, April 2005.

The principles set out in the guidelines require that new houses in rural areas be sited and designed to integrate well with their physical surroundings and be generally compatible with:

(1) The protection of water quality in the arrangements made for on site waste water disposal facilities;

(2) The provision of a safe means of access in relation to road and public safety;

(3) The conservation of sensitive areas such as natural habitats, the environs of protected structures and other aspects of heritage.                                                      

In regard to septic tanks, the Planning Authority will be positively disposed towards the use of septic tanks and/or with additional package treatment systems, where necessary, with Irish Agrèment Board Certification. In order to protect groundwater, all site suitability tests shall be carried out in accordance with the Environmental Protection Agency Waste Water Treatment Manuals – Treatment Systems for Single Houses, 1999.

Section 4.4.3.1

To facilitate and promote investigation and development of alternative and sustainable energy sources.

The Council consider the promotion of renewable energy and low energy/passive houses to be a high priority to help reduce global warming. The need to address mans impact on the environment has never been more urgent. The Council will support initiatives that encourage energy conservation and reduce reliance upon non-renewable sources of energy, including schemes for wind energy, biomass, photovoltaics, solar thermal installations, anaerobic digesters etc. 

Councillor S. Butler suggested that the following sentence be omitted from the above text:-

“The need to address mans impact on the environment has never been more urgent”.
Section 7.8.1 Wind Farms

Micro wind turbines producing below 20 kilowatts for domestic purposes shall be considered favourably. The following criteria shall apply:

· Not either individually or cumulatively, adversely affect the health or amenity of nearby communities;

· Be visually and environmentally acceptable

· Require minimum further construction to link readily into existing transmission lines;

Wind Turbines on wind farms individually producing in excess of 20 kilowatts of electricity are what are considered in this section below.

Mr. Mac An Bheatha stated that he wished to have it recorded in the Minute of the meeting that, in a personal capacity, he has applied and received planning permission for a domestic wind turbine with support mast at his dwellinghouse at Lyanmore, Ardagh, Co. Longford.

A debate ensued regarding the inclusion of this section on wind turbines in the Draft Material Variations to the County Development Plan 2003 - 2009, and on the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that this section be included.

The members referred to various housing developments which have taken place in towns and villages in the County as a result of the Rural Renewal Tax Incentive Scheme and various difficulties which have arisen as a result of the scale of some developments. Mr. Sheridan stated that is anticipated that these issues will be dealt with through the Local Area Plans and Village Policy Statements.

In response to Councillor P. Nolan who requested that land be rezoned for educational purposes, Mr. Sheridan stated that if there is need for land to be rezoned for educational purposes in the future, a further variation of the County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 can be carried out at that stage.

Councillor Nolan referred to correspondence which had been received from Offaly County Council regarding the location of phone masts and pylons and asked that a presentation be made to the Council, at a later date, on this subject.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that the Council write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that special grants be made available to householders who have to replace old type septic tanks.

Mr. Mac An Bheatha replied to various queries raised by the members.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed that the Draft Material Variations to the Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 go forward for public consultation and thereafter the Manager’s report be brought back to the Council to be considered for adoption and incorporation into the Plan.

MANAGER’S REPORT ON PROPOSED VARIATIONS TO THE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2003 – 2009 TO INCLUDE THE PREFERRED ROUTE CORRIDORS OF THE N4 DRUMSNA TO LONGFORD ROAD IMPROVEMENT SCHEME AND THE N5 LONGFORD BYPASS.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously resolved to adopt the Manager’s Report on Proposed Variations to the County Development Plan 2003 – 2009, which had been circulated to the members, 

to include the Preferred Route Corridors of the N4 Drumsna to Longford Road Improvement Scheme and the N5 Longford Bypass.

DRAFT GRANARD LOCAL AREA PLAN.

It was noted that the Draft Granard Local Area Plan had been considered by the members from the Granard Electoral Area at a meeting held on the 2nd December 2005.

On the proposal of Councillor P. J. Reilly seconded by Councillor G. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Granard Local Area Plan, as presented to the Council.

DRAFT NEWTOWNFORBES LOCAL AREA PLAN.

It was noted that the Draft Newtownforbes Local Area Plan had been considered by the members from the Longford Electoral Area at a meeting held on the 2nd December 2005.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy  seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Newtownforbes Local Area Plan, as presented to the Council.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 18th January  2006.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
1
4

