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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 25th  May 2005 at 4.00 p.m. 

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, 

Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan and P.J Reilly 

APOLOGY:


Councillor Frank Kilbride.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.





Mr. Peter Tone, Senior Executive Officer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

PLANNING-WORK IN PROGRESS.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, stated that the surge of planning applications related to the end of the Rural Renewal Tax Scheme has meant that all planning projects other than development control have been set aside since November 2004.   There is a substantial backlog of forward planning work which must now be re-activated and completed.

Development Control.

The number of applications received from 1st January to 31st December 2004 was 1401, a record for Longford County Council.    The number of applications decided upon during the period 1st January 2004 to the 18th May 2005 was 1419.   A further sixty six are awaiting decision in the period up to 31st May 2005.    To date 207 planning applications have been received in 2005, which is higher than expected.

Within the housing development category, permission for 2,373 units has been granted.

Pre-Planning Meetings.

Pre planning meetings are held twice weekly to provide the public with helpful advice.   The total number of pre-planning meetings averages around twenty five per week.

Information Technology and GIS Mapping System.

Application forms, planning lists and general information is available on the Council Web page.    

All Planning applications are now registered on GIS maps and are available on the intranet.    Details of all applications and decisions from January 2004 are available on the Iplan System.

Enforcement:

The number of Enforcement Cases initiated since January 2004 are 160.

Building Regulations Control:

The number of site inspections for compliance with the building regulations is approximately 12.5% of the number of commencement notices received.

The number of Building Control Inspections Cases initiated since January 2004 are 172.

Forward Planning.

Rural House Policy.

The new guidelines on Rural Houses will be analysed in detail to see if it is necessary to alter the County Development Plan.

Variation of County Development Plan.

Completed Variations of County Development Plan  -

· Retail Strategy.

· Amendments to zoning at Lisnamuck/Templemichael.

Village Local Area Plans and Village Policy Statements.

To date plans have been produced for Ballymahon, Lanesboro and Carrickglass.

Strategic Environmental Assessment:

As of June 2004, all future Development Plans will be subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment to ascertain the impacts of the Plan on the Environment.

Landscape Assessment:

It is hoped to bring the Landscape Assessment of the County to the members by the end of 2005.

House Design Guide:

It is hoped to bring the House Design Guide to the members by the end of 2005.

Urban and Village Improvement Programme.

The 2005 Programme is being prepared.    In the last three years substantial improvement works were carried out in Ballymahon, Lanesboro and Longford town.

Amenity Projects:

In accordance with the Development Contributions Scheme and the requirements of the Planning Acts, it is intended to draw up a programme of Amenity projects, which will be presented to the Council.

In reply to Councillor A. Farrell regarding the large number of planning refusals, 

the Director of Services stated that a percentage of the large number of planning applications received prior to the deadline for receipt of applications under the Rural Renewal Tax Incentive scheme were merely speculative applications.

Councillor A. Mitchell queried the number of appeals to An Bord Pleanala  and was informed that 2% of refusals were appealed to the Planning Appeals Board.

Councillor A. Mitchell suggested that in view of the new guidelines on Rural Houses that the Council should consider reviewing the County Development Plan a year earlier than originally planned.

Councillor M. Farrell requested that if a Councillor has made representations on behalf of an applicant for planning permission that the Councillor be informed prior to an application being refused.

Councillor P. J. Reilly proposed and Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that Longford County Council request the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to extend the deadline for completion of work under the Rural Renewal Scheme.

In reply to Councillor S. Butler regarding prosecutions taken by the Council, 

Mr. Clarke stated that all prosecutions taken were successful.

CURRENT HOUSING ACTIVITIES.

Housing Needs Assessment.

Longford County Council are currently concluding the Statutory Assessment of Housing Needs required to be carried out by Local Authorities every three years under Section 9 of the Housing Act 1988.

Housing Construction/Acquisition Programme.

€10,150,000 has been allocated by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to Longford County Council.    The Council is in the process of constructing 202 units, which include 10 rural houses.   The total cost of this construction programme is in the region of €28m.

Improvement Works in Lieu.

Improvement works are currently being carried out on two private houses in lieu of Local Authority housing and an extension is being built to a Local Authority house.

Voluntary Housing.

Respond Housing Organisation have obtained approval to build 109 housing units at Townspark, Longford.

Part V.

A number of agreements are concluded with developers which will realise monetary contributions and others are currently under discussion with developers that will realise Affordable Housing.

Housing Stock.

The Council has a total of 1,103 dwellings in stock.   Ongoing routine maintenance of the stock continues.

The refurbishment scheme for planned replacement of windows and doors continues into 2005 and a further 30 houses are due to be completed.

€200,000 was provided by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government last year to assist with the installation of central heating in Local Authority dwellings.

Remedial/Regeneration Works.

The Renewal Plan for MacEoin Park/Farnagh commissioned by Longford County Council with the aid of funding under the Housing Estate Management Initiative is to be considered by the Town Council in due course and when specific and detailed costings are applied, the plan will be submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local for approval.

Tromra Road, Granard is the other priority area listed within the Council’s Action Plan for Social and Affordable Housing 2004 – 2008.

Estate Management.

The Housing Liaison Officer and the Social Worker continue to work in the housing area with tenants and groups.

Disabled Persons Grants/Essential Repairs Grants.

Applications in relation to Disabled Persons Grants and Essential Repairs Grants continue to be prioritised and paid strictly in accordance with the agreed policy.

Housing Loans.

Seventeen loan applications are currently being processed.

Homeless Forum.

The Homeless Forum continues to meet on a regular basis and this ensures an integrated approach in the provision of care by the various statutory and voluntary bodies.

Traveller Accommodation.

The Traveller Accommodation Plan 2005 – 2008 was adopted by Longford County Council in February 2005.

Rental Accommodation Scheme.  (RAS)

The Government announced in 2004 a new initiative whereby Local Authorities will over a four year period progressively assume responsibility for accommodating supplementary welfare allowance rent supplement recipients of eighteen months or more continuous duration who have a long term housing need.    All Local Authorities are due to commence the new arrangements during 2005.

Integrated Housing System/Home System.

The Home package is designed to provide a modern and integrated housing solution to the housing sections of Local Authorities.

LONGFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2003 – 2009.

MANAGER’S PROGRESS REPORT    MAY 2005.

A report which was prepared by the County Manager on the progress achieved in securing the objectives of the Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 was circulated to the members and adopted unanimously.    The report was prepared in accordance with the requirements of Section 15 (2) of the Planning and Development Act 2000.

Development Policy and Objectives.

The Director of Services referred to development of the County in relation to settlement, rural housing, industrial, business, commercial, agricultural and retail development.

Achievements in this area over the Plan period include the following:-

·    The zoning of Longford Environs (as amended) has facilitated developments such as Abbott Ireland.

·    The zoning of the settlements has facilitated the application of Part V of the 

Planning and Development Act 2000.

·    Applications for development in the designated settlements have increased dramatically since the adoption of the County Development Plan.

·    Local Area Plans were prepared for Lanesboro and Carrickglass. Granard, Edgeworthstown, Drumlish and Newtownforbes will be progressed in tandem with the Village Policy Statements over the coming year.

·    The Retail Strategy for the County was adopted in Autumn 2004.

Infrastructure.

·    The finalisation of the route corridor for the Dromod to Newtownforbes realignment and the N4 bypass of Edgeworthstown.
·    The Strategic Policy Committee on Roads and Transportation receive regular updates on the progress of this department.
Environment and Amenities:

·    Progress on environmental protection objectives has been reported to the relevant Strategic Policy Committee at regular intervals.
·    The Longford County Heritage Plan will bring about an increased awareness of an access to heritage and will help to promote tourism in the County.
·    The implementation of the 2000 – 2006 Urban and Village Renewal Scheme of environmental improvements is ongoing.

Social and Community:

·    Provision and enhancement of community facilities such as educational facilities and healthcare.

Section 54(2) of Planning and Development Act, 2000 – 2004   -

Proposed Addition to Record of Protected Structures –

Chapel of the former St. Michaels Convent (Sisters of Mercy)

Newtownforbes, Co. Longford   -  

Councillor V. Kiernan proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that the Chapel of the former St. Michael’s Convent, Newtownforbes, including interior fixtures and fittings, but specifically excluding the stained glass windows and alter be added to the Record of Protected Structures.

All members of the Council complimented Mr. Clarke, Mr. Mac An Bheatha and the staff of the Housing and Planning sections for the excellent work being undertaken in the Directorate.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  20th July  2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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