LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of  Budget Meeting of Longford County Council held in the 

Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on 

Monday, 12th  January 2005 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Seamus Butler, Gearoid O Bradaigh,  Mick Cahill, James Coyle, 

Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile, 

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

The Mayor, Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, wished all the members and officials a Very Happy New Year.   

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that the members deal with the Budget only at the meeting and that Special Meetings of the Council be held early in 2005 to consider, in detail, the services of the Council.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, agreed with the motion passed by the members regarding the Budget meeting.   He informed the members that it is a statutory requirement that the members examine each of the eight programmes in terms of the estimated expenditure and income.

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT:

The County Manager gave details of the general provisions of the Budget for 2005.

The total estimated expenditure is in excess of  €43m over the eight programmes.

The general-purpose grant allocation from the Local Government Fund for Longford County Council for the year 2005 is €12,353,407.  

He stated that the Budget for 2005 has been adjusted to take into consideration ESB Globalisation.

He stated that there is a proposed increase of 4.7% for rates, the recommended annual rate on valuation for the Financial Year ending 31st December 2005 to be €62.50 and no change in the amount to be paid by the Town Council to the County Council between 2004 and 2005.   He informed the members that there is no increase proposed in non-domestic water charges and sewerage charges.

PROGRAMME GROUP 1   -   Housing and Building:

The Head of Finance, Mr. T. McDonald, gave a detailed breakdown of proposed expenditure and receipts for Programme Group 1.     The total estimated expenditure for this Programme amounts to €5,003,079 and total estimated receipts amounts to €4,074,685.

It is anticipated that rents from Local Authority houses will increase in 2005 reflecting rent increases.

Provision is made in the Budget for work to be carried out on Local Authority houses and other costs associated with the collection of rents.  There is to be no increase in buildings insurance costs.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan it was agreed that Programme Group 1 – Housing and Building be adopted subject to any changes which need to be made.

PROGRAMME GROUP 2  -  Roads and Transportation:

The Head of Finance, Mr. T. McDonald, gave a detailed breakdown of proposed expenditure and receipts for Programme Group 2.   The estimated expenditure is €17,848,212 and the total estimated receipts are  €12,555,493.

The local contribution for the upkeep of local roads to be increased to €800,000 in 2005.   €30,000 from own resources will be used for road signage.

As expenditure in relation to the cost of running the Motor Tax Department is no longer recouped from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, it is now incorporated into the Local Government Fund.

The members discussed correspondence which had been received from Longford Chamber of Commerce and Industry regarding the Draft Budget for 2005.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell it was agreed that Programme Group 2 – Roads and Transportation be adopted subject to any changes which need to be made.

PROGRAMME GROUP 3  -  Water Supply and Sewerage:

The Head of Finance outlined details of the proposed expenditure and receipts in respect of this Programme.   The estimated expenditure is €5,394,506 and the total estimated receipts is  €3,337,538.

Mr. McDonald stated that there is a projected increase of 22.92% in the allocation for the provision of public water supply 

With regard to the charge for metered water supplies, it is proposed to introduce a standing charge of €100 a year from 1st January 2005 and to dispense with the minimum charge from that date.  There is no increase proposed in non-domestic water charges and sewerage charges.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor S. Butler it was agreed that Programme Group 3 – Water Supply and Sewerage be provisionally adopted subject to any changes which need to be made.

PROGRAMME GROUP 4  -  Development Incentives and Control:

The Head of Finance gave details of the proposed expenditure and receipts in respect of Programme Group 4.

The estimated expenditure is  €2,150,041 and the total estimated receipts are €1,199,178.

The 2005 Budget includes a provision for interest on loans for development land purchased for industry.   This shows a decrease of 80% in the amount provided in 2004.   

The Budget includes the costs associated with other developments and promotional initiatives.   These include contributions to Regional Authorities and twinning of Local Authority areas.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor S. Farrell it was agreed that Programme Group 4 – Development Incentives and Control be provisionally adopted subject to any changes which need to be made.

PROGRAMME GROUP 5  -  Environmental Protection:

The Head of Finance gave details of the proposed expenditure and receipts in respect of Programme Group 5.

The estimated expenditure is €4,026,758  and the total estimated receipts is  €583,063.

The upkeep of burial grounds is expected to increase by over 15%.

It is anticipated that the cost of fire protection will increase by 5.5%.   This is mainly due to increases in salaries and training costs.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor D. Glennon it was agreed that Programme Group 5 – Environmental Protection be provisionally adopted subject to any changes which need to be made.

PROGRAMME GROUP 6  -  Recreation and Amenity:

The Head of Finance outlined details of the proposed expenditure and receipts in this Programme Group.

The estimated total expenditure is  €1,804,168 and the total estimated receipts is  

€271,741.

Library costs are expected to increase by over 11% and operation of the swimming pool to increase by over 4% in 2005.   Contributions to other bodies and under the Arts Act will remain the same in 2005.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, it was agreed that Programme Group 6 – Recreation and Amenity be adopted subject to any changes which need to be made.

PROGRAMME GROUP 7  -  Agriculture, Education, Health and Welfare.

The Head of Finance gave details of the proposed expenditure and receipts in respect of Programme Group 7.

The estimated revenue expenditure is  €4,457,554 and the estimated revenue receipts is €3,821,102.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly it was agreed that Programme Group 7 – Agriculture, Education, Health and Welfare be adopted subject to any changes which need to be made.

PROGRAMME GROUP 8  -  Miscellaneous Services:

The Head of Finance gave details of the proposed expenditure and receipts in respect of Programme Group 8.

The estimated expenditure is  €2,408,182 and the total estimated receipts is €818,400.

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that a detailed breakdown of the amount allocated in the 2004 Budget in respect of Local Elections be given to the members at a future meeting of the Council.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell it was agreed that Programme Group 8 – Miscellaneous Services be adopted subject to any changes which need to be made.

Insurance and Insurance Risk Prevention:

The Head of Finance informed the meeting that following a resolution passed by the members at the Finance Meeting held on the 1st December 2004 requesting Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. to make a further reduction of 5% in the premium under the Public Liability Insurance for 2005, that Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances have agreed to a further reduction of 5%.

Member’s Expenses.

It was noted that would there is a proposed increase of 4% in members and related expenses in 2005

Administration Salaries and Pensions.

Salaries are expected to increase by over 8% and pensions by over 45% in 2005.

The Head of Finance and County Manager replied to various questions raised by the members.

The members complimented the Head of Finance, County Manager and the Management Team on the preparation of the Draft Budget for 2005.

Amendments to 2005 Budget:

Programme Group 4.

Contribution to Midland Regional Authority reduced from €70,000 to €59,300.

Contribution to BMW Regional Authority reduced from €31,000 to €25,200.

Other income increased from €8,000 to €9,500.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that the Council accept the amendments to the 2005 Budget recommended by the Head of Finance.

ADOPTION OF ESTIMATE:

It was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor S. Butler and unanimously resolved that Longford County Council adopt for the Financial year ending 31st December 2005 the Budget, as amended, as set out in Tables A, B and C.

It was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor S. Butler and unanimously resolved that Longford County Council determine in accordance with the Budget adopted for Financial Year ending 31st day of December 2005, the rate set out in Column 1 of Table B and Column 7 of Table C to be the general annual rate on valuation to be levied for the year for the purposes set out in the Columns of Table B and Table C.  The Annual Rate on Valuation for Financial Year ending 31st December 2005 is determined at  €62.10.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 

16th February 2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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