LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 23rd March 2005 at 4.00 p.m. 

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride,  Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Tom Murtagh, A/Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

APOLOGY:


An apology was received from Councillor M. Nevin.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

LEVEL OF POLICING IN COUNTY LONGFORD.

As had been agreed at the February meeting of the Council, this section of the meeting was held “in committee”.

Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin and the County Manager welcomed Superintendent Martin Maguire and Inspector Joe McLoughlin to the meeting.

Superintendent Maguire and Inspector McLoughlin gave a very informative address on different aspects of policing  in County Longford and replied to various queries raised by the members.

All members agreed that there is need for an increase in the number of Gardai in the County.

The Mayor thanked Superintendent Maguire and Inspector McLoughlin for their attendance at the meeting. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:-

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, the Minutes of Special meeting of Longford County Council held on 9th February 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor L. Bannon,                 the Minutes of Monthly meeting of Longford County Council held on 

16th February 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS:

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY

Proposed Edgeworthstown Parking Regulations.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, referred to the presentation which was made by 

Ms. Terri Watson, Executive Engineer, at the February meeting of the Council on the proposed Edgeworthstown Parking Regulations.   

Councillors F. Kilbride and J. Coyle outlined the details of a consultation meeting which took place in Edgeworthstown between traders and local representatives.
Councillor F. Kilbride proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that Longford County Council adopt the proposed Parking Regulations for Edgeworthstown as follows:-

A ticket for 20 minutes stay at a cost of 20 cents would be available for sale, a 60 minutes ticket for 60 cents would be available for sale.    The tickets would also be available in books of typically 10.

A commission of 8% to disc vendors would be paid, and business community would be contacted to invite them to sell tickets on this basis.

The scheme would be implemented on the ground as soon as possible. 

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed that the provision of off-street car parking is a major priority for Edgeworthstown.

Request for the Reception of a Deputation from Robinstown Road, Granard.

On the proposal of Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor P. J. Reilly, it was unanimously agreed that a deputation from the Robinstown Road in Granard be received at the April meeting of the Council.

Consideration of Draft Roadworks Scheme for 2005.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, outlined the details of the Roadworks Scheme for 2005. 

Members of the Council expressed concern regarding various roads in the County which need attention in the current year and are not included in the Roadworks Scheme for 2005.

Councillor P. Murphy proposed and Councillor D. Glennon seconded that the executive be authorised to go ahead with top two thirds of the of the appropriate lists and that a Special meeting of the Council be held on Monday, 4th April 2005 at 

4.00 p.m. to consider, in detail, the Draft Roadworks Scheme for 2005.   It was also agreed that Deputy Peter Kelly, Deputy Mae Sexton and Senator James Bannon be requested to attend the meeting.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications, which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council, was submitted and noted.

Regeneration Plan for MacEoin Park, Longford  – Presentation by Cunnane Stratton Reynolds.

Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin welcomed Mr. Declan O’Leary and Mr. Richard Butler from Cunnane Stratton Reynolds to the meeting.

A copy of the Environmental Improvement Scheme was circulated to the members.

Mr. O’Leary referred to the problems being encountered in MacEoin Park at the present time and outlined the solutions being suggested in the report, including the following:-

· Demolition of some houses 

· Installation of a community centre and additional play facilities for youths.

· Better delineation between public and private space.

· Change of the streetscape to accommodate more pedestrian activity.

· Elimination of unnecessary open public spaces and alleyways.

· Once-off general refurbishment of all houses in need.

Mr. O’Leary and Mr. Butler replied to queries raised by the members.

As Mayor Maura Kilbride-Harkin had to leave the meeting at this stage, 

Deputy Mayor Martin Farrell took the chair.

It was agreed by all members that an active Residents Association would need to be in place in the Estate if the proposed regeneration is to succeed.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council adopt the proposed Environmental Improvement Scheme for MacEoin Park subject to any changes being made during consideration by the Town Council and in consultation with the residents of MacEoin Park.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a Joint Meeting between the Mid-Longford Area Committee and the Town Council be held to consider the Scheme.

Councillor A. Farrell recommended that a model of the proposed Scheme be prepared.

Deputy Mayor M. Farrell thanked Mr. O’Leary and Mr. Butler for their presentation.

Disposal of  Plot of Ground at Union Workhouse Site, Ballymahon, 

Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor B. Steele,  it was unanimously resolved to dispose of plot of ground comprising 0.837acres at Union Workhouse Site, Ballymahon, Co. Longford to Sean Kelly in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 8th February 2005.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY (contd.)

Notices of Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder:-

Carpark in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of  Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin was deferred to the April meeting of the Council:-

“Longford County Council call on the NRA to make an allocation towards the carpark in Granard”.

Signs for Lisryan and Coolarty Villages.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of  Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin was deferred to the April meeting of the Council:-

“Longford County Council to erect signs for Lisryan and Coolarty villages”.

Road in Denniston Park, Granard.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of  Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin was deferred to the April meeting of the Council:-

“That the Housing Section of Longford County Council give money to the Roads Section to do the road in Denniston Park, Granard as this road has ravelled away and needs to be repaired badly”.

School Transport Scheme in County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor B. Steele:-

“I call on Longford County Council to ask the Minister for Education and Science to review the catchment areas in relation to the school transport scheme in County Longford”.

Mr. T. Murtagh, A/Director of Services, stated that arrangements will be made to write to the Minister for Education and Science regarding this Motion.   

It was also agreed that a copy of the Motion be referred to County Longford Vocational Education Committee.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 22nd February 2005 received from the National Roads Authority enclosing 2005 National Roads Allocations was noted.

Letter dated 22nd February 2005 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the Local Improvement Scheme Allocations for 2005 was noted.

SANITARY SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-

“That a progress report be given regarding Lanesboro Sewerage Scheme.”

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that in recent weeks the ‘Draft’ Design Review Report for the Roscommon 16 villages Scheme, one of which relates to Ballyleague/Lanesboro has been submitted by the Consulting Engineers to Roscommon County Council and relevant sections of this Report have been received by Longford County Council.

The Report shows an estimated capital cost of €2.4M with an additional Operation/Maintenance Cost of €0.52M (NPV over 20 years @ 5%discount rate)

The ‘Draft’ Water Pricing Report which will determine the marginal costing implications relating to non domestic and future domestic for both counties is currently being prepared by the Consulting Engineers and is expected to be delivered in early April 2005.

On receipt of this report it is planned to meet with the Consulting Engineers and Roscommon Co. Council to discuss outstanding technical and pricing issues before signing off on the final Report, which will then be submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 24th February 2005 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Rural Water Programme:  Block Grant Allocations 2005 was noted.   Mr. Timlin complimented Councillor Adrian Farrell for his work as Chairperson of the Rural Water Monitoring Committee.

Letter dated 25th February 2005 received from Office of the Minister for Social and Family Affairs regarding Compost Bins was noted.

Letter dated 14th February 2005 received from Leitrim County Council regarding scheme of waiver of refuse collection charges for social welfare recipients, pensioners and other such persons was noted.

Letter dated 4th March, 2005 received from Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee Sewerage Schemes was noted.
All members present complimented Mr. Brian Rosss, Executive Engineer, for his excellent service to Longford County Council and wished him well is his new post of Senior Executive Engineer with Roscommon County Council.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

A copy of Longford County Council’s Corporate Plan 2005 – 2009 was circulated to the members.

Councillor A. Farrell stated that he wished to welcome Ger Clarke Farm Machinery to Lanesboro.

Service Indicators 2004.

Mr. Sheridan outlined the details of the list of Service Indicators which had been issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to each local authority and referred to Longford County Council’s performance relative to other counties.

Dates for Special Meetings of the Council to consider, in detail, the services of the Council.

It was noted that a Special Meeting to consider the Transportation Road Development and Maintenance and Road Safety Directorate will be held on Monday, 4th April 2005.

It was agreed to defer the remainder of this item to the April Meeting of the Council.

Request for the Reception of a Deputation from Clondra Area Action Group.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was unanimously agreed that a deputation from the Clondra Area Action Group be received at the April meeting of the Council.

Training Programme for Chairs of Strategic Policy Committees.

Correspondence dated 9th March 2005 from the Institute of Public Administration                                     regarding Training Programme for Chairs of Strategic Policy Committees was noted.

Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor P. Nolan was deferred to the April meeting of the Council:-

“I give notice of motion to this Council that I wish to have a sub-Committee set up from both Town and County Councils, with a view to exploring the possibility of organising a community event on Halloween in light of events of previous years.   I make this proposal for environmental reasons and also for community relations.”

Correspondence.

Letter dated 1st March 2005 received from Cavan County Council regarding conference which was held on Suicide-Prevention and Awareness on the 18th and 19th February 2005 was noted.

Correspondence regarding the Padraig Pearse Award 2005 was noted.

Letter dated 2nd March 2005 received from Donegal County Council regarding Tax Incentive Business Development Scheme for Donegal was noted.

Letter dated 28th February 2005 received from Naas Town Council regarding the creation of a Garda Reserve Force was noted.

Letter dated 3rd March 2005 received from Donegal County Council requesting Mobile Phone Operators to introduce an all Ireland rate was noted.

It was noted that the Dublin City Council  -  The Lord Mayor’s Commission on Crime and Policing is available from the Meetings Administrator.

Correspondence dated 14th March, 2005 from Deputy Mae Sexton regarding

deputation between Longford County Council and the Minister for Justice, Equality

and Law Reform was noted.

Ballymahon Courthouse.

The members agreed to place this matter as an item on the Agenda for the April meeting of the Council.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, stated that one public liability claim had been received by the Council during the month of March 2005.

Annual Financial Statement 2004.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, briefly outlined the details of the Annual Financial Statement 2004. 

Rates  - E.S.B. Global Valuation.

The Head of Finance referred to rates which have been paid by the E.S.B. in previous years and outlined the details of the E.S.B. Global Valuation.

Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor  M. Cahill:-

“That Longford County Council waives commercial rates on all owner operated, and community operated, childcare facilities.  It is also proposed that Longford Town Council be requested to follow suit”.

The members agreed to Councillor Butler’s motion with the proviso that it be reviewed after two years and requested that Longford Town Council do likewise.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 22nd February 2005 received from Longford Town Council regarding guidelines for the calculation of the County Demand was noted.

Local Government Fund Allocation 2004 – 2005 was noted.

Conferences:-

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan the following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) Chambers of Commerce of Ireland.

“New Reality for Regional Policy-Changes and Challenges Post 2006”

Tullamore Court Hotel.

Friday, 8th April 2005.

(ii) Tipperary Peace Conference.

“International Festival on Peace.”

Excel Centre, Tipperary Town.

15th to 17th April 2005.

(iii) Kerry Environmental Recognition.

“14th Annual Conference.”

Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry.

4th, 5th, 6th and 7th May 2005.

(iv) Training Seminar for Councillors,

“The Local Housing Service”,

The Commercial & Tourist Hotel, 

High Street, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim,

22nd & 23rd April, 2005.

(v) Kilkee Waterworld Ltd., (Preliminary Notice)

“The Common Agricultural Policy

Implications for Local Developments – Post 2006”,

Kilkee Bay Hotel, Kilkee,

14th & 15th April, 2005.

(vi) Local Authority Members Association,

“22nd Annual Conference”,

Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork,

31st March & 1st April, 2004.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  20th April  2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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