LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 20th April 2005 at 4.00 p.m. 

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride,  Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly 

and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor M. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Flynn family, Cartron, Granard on the death of 

Mrs. Bridget Flynn.

Councillor P. Murphy proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Beirne family, Ballykenny House, on the death of 

Mrs. Angela Beirne.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS:

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to Mr. Liam Butler on winning an All Ireland Scor Gold Medal in Recitation.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:-

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor M. Nevin, the Minutes of Monthly meeting of Longford County Council held on 23rd March 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor P. Belton,                            the Minutes of Special meeting of Longford County Council held on 4th April 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin, the Minutes of Adjourned Special meeting of Longford County Council held on 11th April  2005 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS:

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

SANITARY SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Progress Reports:

Ardagh, Aughnacliffe & Ballinalee Sewerage Update

The revised Strategic Review and Water Pricing Report is awaiting Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government approval.

Longford Sewerage Phase 2 Update

The revised report on the proposed Longford WWTP extension which is required in order to establish capacity requirements and determine marginal costs has been submitted to Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in March 2005.    The extension to South East Drainage areas report is with Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. Approval is subject to the former being approved.

Drumlish, Newtownforbes, Kenagh Sewerage Schemes.

The consulting Engineers are currently working on the preparation of the Preliminary Report  which is expected to be completed in Summer 2005.

Ballinamuck Sewerage Scheme;

This scheme forms part of the Longford Grouped Towns and Villages (12 No) Feasibility Study. The Brief for the procurement of a Consulting Engineer has recently been submitted to Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  
Notice of Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder:-

New Fire Tender for Lanesboro.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by  Councillor L. Bannon:-

“When is the new Fire Tender sanctioned for Lanesboro to be supplied?”

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that approval from Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government was received to proceed with the acquisition of this appliance for Lanesboro last summer.  Tenders were sought and an order has been placed with the successful tenderer, Browns Coachworks in N.I.   It is expected that delivery will take place before the end of the year.

Mr. Timlin read a letter dated 18th April 2005 which had been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the Fire Service Capital Programme.   

In reply to a query from Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin regarding the provision a new Fire Station in Granard, Mr. Timlin informed the members that the tenders which were received have been forwarded to the Department for approval.  Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that the Council write to the Department requesting that this matter be expedited.

Rural Social Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Farrell and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“I wish to seek a statement from the Sanitary Services and Environmental Policies Directorate, regarding the current position of Rural Social Scheme (RSS) workers operating in County Council Graveyards.”

Mr. Timlin stated that Longford County Council received a request from Longford Community Resources Ltd (who are charged with the administration of the Rural Social Scheme (RSS) in Co. Longford whether a number of RSS participants could be accommodated with work in a number of County Council graveyards. These participants are located in the periphery of the county and would not possess means of transport. It was proposed that they would carry out general maintenance work in these graveyards.

The Council commenced, through LJI Ltd., it’s own Community Employment Scheme of eight participants in late 2004.  This scheme is for one year and LJI Ltd must seek FAS approval to renew the scheme in August/September of 2005.

In accordance with the protocols concerning the approval and commencement of these schemes, it was necessary to clarify a number of issues:

· Union (SIPTU) approval

· Supervision

· Insurances

LCR Ltd informed the Council that these participants would be covered by their insurances. Supervision, at least administratively, would be provided by LCR Ltd also.  However, SIPTU informed the Council that it would not approve the commencement of such a scheme in Council owned graveyards.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was agreed that the Council should seek a meeting with S.I.P.T.U. regarding this matter.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that the Directors of Longford Jobs Initiative meet to decide on the people who would be part of the deputation to S.I.P.T.U.

Funding for Extensions to Sewerage Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon:-
“That we seek funding for extension to Sewerage Schemes.  In particular, Mullingar Road and Moigh Road in Ballymahon.”

Mr. Timlin informed the members that the adopted Water Services ‘Assessment of Needs’ has not identified these extensions as a priority and consequently the matter may be reviewed in due course when a feasibility exercise has been carried out.

In any case under the Capital Programme the mechanism for receiving Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government capital funding may only be through the ‘Serviced Land Initiative’ programme as a Marginal Cost exercise would be fruitless.    Funding under this programme is: 40% DEHLG and 60% Longford County Council.   As the local funding element may prove prohibitive perhaps consideration should be given to provision of such extensions under the Group Sewerage Scheme programme. Existing households should also consider upgrading of septic tank/package treatment plants where appropriate as this may be more cost effective

Councillor B. Steele proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that the Council estimate a costing of the proposed extensions to sewerage schemes at Mullingar Road and Moigh Road in Ballymahon and bring same back to a future meeting of the Council.

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government be requested to receive a deputation from Longford County Council regarding funding for sewerage schemes in the County.

Dumping on Ballymulvey, Newcastle Road.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-
“That CCTV or other detection measures be taken to stop dumping on Ballymulvey, Newcastle Road.”

The Director of Services stated that he Environment Section has already erected two fixed CCTV systems overlooking troublesome Bring Banks in Longford town. These were erected high up on structures where a power supply is available. 

A number of On-the Spots fines have been issued and paid to-date and a number of prosecutions are anticipated.    Trials were carried out on a mobile/non –fixed CCTV system suitable for rural locations during 2003/2004, however, the technology used was not successful.    However, a new trial is shortly to commence in a rural location.  This is a mobile system, which can be located in rural, isolated areas. If this is successful, it is hoped to purchase one or two of these systems at a cost of €7000 each. It is hoped that the Waste Enforcement grant aid from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government will cover this expenditure. 

If this project succeeds, this location would be included in a waste enforcement CCTV programme of works.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that the Council write to Mulleadys Ltd. requesting a list of householders in County Council housing estates who are not paying refuse charges so that the Council can contact these people to ascertain how they are disposing of their rubbish.

The members requested the Director of Services to correspond again with Councillor Eugene Murphy, Roscommon County Council, concerning a report in the Longford News regarding Longford people dumping in County Roscommon.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

Reception of Deputation from Clondra Area Action Group

Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin welcomed the members of the Clondra Area Action Group to the meeting.

Mrs. Frances McPartland, Chairperson of the Action Group, informed the members that the Clondra Area Action Group have prepared a Development Plan for the Village of Clondra.   This Development Plan was produced with the aid of funding from Longford Community Resources Ltd.

Mrs. McPartland introduced Mrs. Mary Toher to the members.

Mrs. Toher outlined the details of the Plan under the following headings:-

1.
Formation of the Action Group.

2.
Natural and built assets in the Village of Clondra.

3.
Opening of the Royal Canal.

4.
Audit of Services in the Village and Consultation process.

5.
Prioritisation of needs.

6.
Short to medium term plans.

7.
Focus on developing a sense of community and creating a Village where 


everybody can enjoy living.

The members of the Council complimented the Area Action Group on their work to date.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that 

Ms. Lisa McDaniel, Heritage Officer and the Senior Planner of Longford County Council meet with the Group.    It was also proposed by Councillor Mitchell and seconded by Councillor Nolan that the Clondra Area Action Group meet with the Area Committee.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, reassured the Deputation that Longford County Council will aid the Action Group in whatever way possible.

The Mayor thanked the Deputation for addressing the meeting and wished them well in their endeavours.

Fix dates for Special Meetings of the Council to consider, in detail, the services of the Council i.e.

(i)        Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy.

(ii)       Sanitary Services and Environmental Policies.

(iii)      Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and  

            Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs.

It was agreed that a Special meeting of Longford County Council to consider Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy be held on Wednesday, 

25th May 2005 at 5.00 p.m.

Draft Annual Report 2004.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor A. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Annual Report 2004, as circulated to the members.

The County Manager summarised the contents of the Annual Report under the following headings:-

1.
Development Contribution Scheme.

2.
Regional Planning Guidelines.

3.
Failure of Cardinal Health Care to locate in Longford.

4.
Progress on the Abbott Laboratories in Longford.

5.
Decentralisation of the Administrative Headquarters of the Irish Prison Service.

6.
Development of Panelto.

7.
Development of new industrial park on the Ballinalee Road by the Council and 


the provision of industrial sites in Lanesboro, Ballymahon and Granard.

8.
Development of Carrieglass Manor.

9.
Council’s Arts Plan.

10.
Increase in the Council’s traditional infrastructural activities.

The County Manager was happy to report that the financial position of the Council has never been stronger.

Proposal from Lough Ree Sub Aqua Club and Lough Ree Rowing Club in relation to the development of Boathouse facilities at Lanesboro.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, declared his interest in this item as he is a Director of Lough Ree Rowing Club.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, outlined the details of the proposals from Lough Ree Sub Aqua Club and Lough Ree Rowing Club in relation to the development of Boathouse facilities in Lanesboro.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council approve of the proposal from Lough Ree Sub Aqua Club and Lough Ree Rowing Club to apply for Planning Permission for the proposed development on a piece of ground which is in the ownership of Longford County Council, adjacent to the County Council Car Park in the area.

Disposal of Site at Templemichael Glebe, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor  L. Bannon seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride

it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site comprising 0.313 hectares at Templemichael Glebe, Longford  to Cyril and Joan Naughton, Treel, Mostrim, Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th April 2005.

Disposal of Site at Templemichael Glebe, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Murphy,

it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site comprising 0.001 hectares at Templemichael Glebe, Longford  to Electricity Supply Board, Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2 in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th April 2005.

Update on Decentralisation Programme.

Mr. Sheridan stated that on Tuesday, 5th April 2005, Mr. Micael McDowell, T.D., Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform attended at Longford County Council to announce the rollout of the Decentralisation Programme for the Irish Prison Service and the formal handover of the site by Longford County Council.   

Update on Broadband Proposal.

The Director of Services informed the members that the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources has issued a call for proposals for the next phase of the Regional Broadband Programme.  A further nineteen towns are to be targeted as part of the Metropolitan Area Networks programme – Longford being one of these towns.

Mr. Sheridan stated that the issues arising in this regard are existing suppliers and costs.

The members discussed the fact that parts of Longford town are already serviced by either Crossan Cable or Eircom, and if there is need for competition in this area.

Mr. Sheridan stated that the preferred option for the local authority would be to install Broadband in areas of highest potential use around Longford town.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Murphy it was agreed that a Special Joint Meeting of the members of the Longford Electoral Area of Longford County Council and Members of Longford Town Council be held in the Council Chamber, Longford Town Council Offices on Tuesday, 26th April 2005 at 4.00 p.m. to consider the proposals for the next stage of Broadband.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS:-

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, it was unanimously agreed that Standing Orders be suspended to allow a deputation from Robinstown Road in Granard address the meeting.

Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin welcomed the deputation from Robinstown Road in Granard.

Ms. Brigid Caldwell addressed the meeting on behalf of the deputation.  She stated that the deputation had addressed a meeting of the Area Committee on the 

14th February 2005 and also that the residents on the road had signed a petition expressing their concern regarding the condition of the road.

Ms. Caldwell explained to the members that the number of houses on this road has increased dramatically over the past number of the years, therefore, there has been a large increase in the amount of traffic using the road.  The road in question is also widely used as an unofficial bypass for the town of Granard.  There is also concern that the 80 kmph speed limit is too high.   Ms. Caldwell referred to the initial problem of steep dykes at the side of the road, which were filled in by the Council but which now leaves telephone poles almost a third of the way out onto the roadway.

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that agreement was being reached with Eircom to move the poles.

Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager, explained to Mrs. Caldwell and to the deputation that it is the view of the Council that, in the short term, a Community Scheme would be the best solution to the problems on Robinstown Road.    He stated that Discretionary funding from the Department is very limited but he stated that the Council would write to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that a specific grant be allocated to Robinstown Road.
Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that a three and a half tonne weight limit be put on the road.

Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin thanked Mrs. Caldwell and the deputation for their address.

Ballymahon Courthouse/Library.

The Director of Services advised the members that he had contacted the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Ballymahon Library. The Department stated that they are currently preparing a new Three-Year Development Programme and that the Ballymahon project will be considered for inclusion in the Programme.

Notices of Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder:-

Community Event on Halloween – deferred from March Meeting.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor S. Butler:- 

“I give notice of motion to this Council that I wish to have a sub-Committee set up from both Town and County Councils, with a view to exploring the possibility of organising a community event on Halloween in light of events of previous years.   I make this proposal for environmental reasons and also for community relations.”

All members of the Council agreed with Councillor Nolan’s Motion and it was agreed that the matter should be considered further by the members of the Longford Electoral Area of Longford County Council and Members of Longford Town Council.
Extra Gardai for County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-

“I give notice of motion to this Council, that in light of the fact that the urgent need for extra Gardai was confirmed by that that body locally.
We make contact again with Deputy Sexton and request the Deputy to seek again an urgent meeting for a delegation from both local authorities with Minister McDowell.”

Councillor Nolan referred to letter dated 5th April 2005 received from the Office of 

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform stating that the Minister is not in a

position to meet with a deputation from the Longford local authorities.

Councillor Nolan agreed to amend the Motion by adding that An Taoiseach be 

requested to meet with a delegation from both local authorities.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor P. Belton it was 

agreed that Deputy Peter Kelly, Deputy Mae Sexton and Senator James Bannon be 

requested to aid the Council in their request.

Extension to Existing Employment of County Manager, Mr. Michael Killeen

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor B. Steele:-

“In recognition of and having regard to his outstanding service to this Council, the pivotal role which he plays and his immense public service experience, we the members of Longford County Council offer our County Manager, Michael Killeen, an extension to his existing employment contract with this Council to the 30th June 2009, subject to no valid objection from any relevant authority.”

All members of the Council agreed with Councillor Mitchell’s Motion.

Mr. Killeen, County Manager, stated that he was overwhelmed by the Council’s proposal in this regard and that he felt humbled by the fact that the Councillors held him in such esteem.  He indicated that he would accept the Council’s offer as contained in the resolution in the context of how the resolution was formulated.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor B. Steele, it was unanimously resolved that Councillor Mitchell’s Motion be forwarded to the Secretary General, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Conferences:-

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor G. Brady, the following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

          (i)
West Cork LEADER Co-Op.




“Identity, Image and Economics – Principles of Regional Branding”




Trident Hotel, Kinsale, West Cork.




18th, 19th and 20th May 2005.


(ii)
Cork County Council  -  Annual Mayor’s Conference.




“Meeting the Challenges of Economic & Tourism Development in 




Rural Ireland”




14th & 15th April 2005.




Westlodge Hotel, Bantry, Co. Cork.


(iii)
Confederation of European Councillors.




“The Potential for Sport in Modern Ireland”




23rd and 24th June 2005.




Mullingar Park Hotel, Mullingar.


(iv)
Annual C.I.P.F.A. Conference.




Manchester.




14th – 16th June 2005.


(v)
Drogheda Cross Border Focus.




“Trade Unionism, the North-South Experience”




28th – 30th April 2005.




Europa Hotel, Drogheda.


(vi)
Blackwater Valley Tourism.




“Local Partnerships ….trouble without end?”




19th – 21st May 2005.




Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork.


(vii)
The Duhallow Conference 2005.




“The role of public representatives in promoting political 




 awareness in schools”.




21st – 24th April 2005.




Duhallow Park Hotel, Killarney Road, Kanturk, Co. Cork.


(viii)
BMW  Regional Assembly Conference 2005.




“Innovation:  The Key to Future Regional Competitiveness.”




Tullamore Court Hotel.




5th May 2005.


Publications.
The list of publications, which had been circulated, was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  18th May  2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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