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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 18th May 2005 at 4.00 p.m. 

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride,  Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly 

and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to John Joe and Margaret Brennan, Lamagh, Newtownforbes on the death of their son, Shane.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor B. Steele, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended Eugene and Mary Kelly, Rathcline Road, Lanesboro on the death of their son, Owen.

On the proposal of Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor M. Farrell, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Flynn family, Cartron, Granard on the death of Bridget Flynn.

As a mark of respect, the meeting adjourned for a minutes silence.  

Councillor L. McIntyre and all members of the Council welcomed 

Ms. Bernice Mulligan, reporter from the Longford Leader, to the meeting.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS:

Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded a vote of congratulations to the Transition Year Students in Moyne Community School who won an All-Ireland Innovative Award for their project “Don’t Drink Until You Drop”

Councillor Brady also proposed that an “Achievement Award” be presented by Longford County Council to the students.

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded a vote of congratulations to the Principal, Teacher – Ms. Marie Fallon and the pupils of Newtowncashel National School who have been awarded the “Green Flag

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:-

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor B. Steele, the Minutes of Monthly meeting of Longford County Council held on 20th April 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS:

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

Edgeworthstown Inner Relief.

In reply to a query from Councillor J. Coyle regarding the Edgeworthstown Inner Relief Road, the County Manager stated that the contractor will commence work in June 2005 and that it is anticipated that the work will be complete within twelve months.   Mr. Martin Cullen, T.D., Minister for Transport, will perform the official “turning of the sod” on Thursday, 2nd June 2005.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 14th March 2005.

The Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 14th March 2005 were noted.

Fix Date for Annual Meeting of the Council.

On the proposal of  Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor Councillor M. Nevin, it was unanimously agreed that the 2005 Annual Meeting of the Council be held on Wednesday, 29th June 2005 at 4.00 p.m.

Fix dates for Special Meetings of the Council to consider, in detail, the services of the Council i.e.

(i)       Sanitary Services and Environmental Policies.

(ii)      Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and  

           Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was agreed that a Special meeting of Longford County Council to consider Sanitary Services and Environmental Polices and Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs be held on Wednesday, 22nd June 2005 at 2.30 p.m.

Disposal of Site at Templemichael Glebe, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell

it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site comprising 0.197 hectares at Templemichael Glebe, Longford  to Aidan Kelly and Brendan Kelly, Ferefad, Ardagh Road, Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 5th May 2005.

Elections (Polling Schemes) Regulations 2005.

Circular Letter F 9/05 dated 20th April 2005 regarding Elections (Polling Schemes) Regulations 2005, which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was agreed that the Council write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government asking if there is any proposal to review County Council electoral areas in the near future.

Grants to Voluntary Bodies.

The list of Grants to Voluntary Bodies was circulated to the Members.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin, the list of Grants to Voluntary Bodies was approved.

Notices of Motions.

Councillor Sean Farrell.

Premium Rate 1580 Numbers.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Farrell and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-

“That this Council highlight the unethical practice of certain companies e.g. Value Group in sending unsolicited mail to people informing them of certain winnings which are dependent on call Premium Rate 1580 telephone numbers.”

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that the Council would write to the new National Consumer Agency regarding Councillor Farrell’s Motion.

Fitzpatrick Shore (Gowna), Mullinalaghta.

Following a request from the Director of Services, Councillor P.J. Reilly agreed that the following Motion be placed on the Agenda for the June meeting of the Council:-

“I wish to put forward a Motion for the County Council to purchase and develop Fitzpatrick Shore (Gowna), Mullinalaghta for swimming and picnic area, as this area is recognised by the Water Safety Board as a safe bathing shore.”

Childrens’ Playground - Lanesboro.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor A. Farrell was deferred to the June meeting of the Council:-

“That a Childrens’ Playground be provided for Church View and Curraghrua Housing Estates in Lanesboro.”

Correspondence.

Letter dated 3rd March 2005 received from Mr. Gerry Lavelle, Programme Executive, Border, Midland & Western Regional Assembly enclosing Presentation which was given by Mr. Liam Scollan, Chief Executive of Knock International Airport on the “The Importance of Knock International Airport to the BMW Region” was noted.

            Letter dated 16th March 2005 received from the Office of the

Minister for Transport regarding the North Longford Transport Initiative was noted.

Letter dated 22nd March 2005 received from Kerry County Council regarding Genetically Modified crops was noted.

Letter dated 1st April 2005 received from the General Council of County Councils enclosing the following sample Motion:-

“That this Council deplores the democratic deficit that has arisen in the delivery of health services since the abolition of the Health Boards and calls on Minister Harney to bring forward, without delay, proposals for engaging local elected members with the new Health Services Executive”   was noted by the members. 

Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded 

Longford County Council write to An Tanaiste and Minister for Health, 

Ms. Mary Harney, T.D., requesting that members from each County Council be represented on the new Health Services Executive.

A debate occurred between Councillor P. Nolan and Councillor S. Butler in relation to the Town Centre Car Park and the issue of the location of the Taxi Rank in Longford town.

Letter dated 1st April 2005 received from the General Council of County Councils enclosing memo which summarises the activities and achievements of the General Council over the past six months was noted.

Extract from Minister’s Statement in the Dail regarding Swimming Pool Projects

· Extract from Dail Debate dated 8th February 2005, which was circulated to the members was noted by the members.   

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, outlined to the members the series of correspondence which has been entered into between the Council and the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the loan issue.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that the Council write to the Minister for Arts, Sport and Recreation requesting him to meet again with a deputation from Longford County Council and requesting him to sanction the contract documents which have been submitted so that the Council can proceed to the tender stage.

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Deputies Kelly and Sexton and Senator Bannon be requested to organise a meeting with 

Minister O’Donoghue.   In reply to a query regarding the proposed use of the site on which the current pool stands, the County Manager stated that a decision regarding the use of this site will have to taken by both Longford County Council and Longford Town Council.

Correspondence from Bus Eireann regarding the provision of Bus Shelter in the Village of Newtownforbes was noted by the members.   Councillor P. Murphy proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that the Council write again to Bus Eireann regarding this matter.

Letter dated 13th April 2005 received from Leitrim County Council regarding the establishment of Regional and County Health Forums was noted.

Letter dated 27th April 2005 received from Donegal County Council regarding green card amnesty was noted.

Letter dated 27th April 2005 received from Kerry County Council regarding funding for playgrounds was noted.

Letter dated 27th April 2005 received from Roscommon County Council regarding the Disability Bill 2004 was noted.

Letter dated 3rd May 2005 received from Archbishop Giuseppe Lazzarotto, Apostolic Nuncio acknowledging the Books of Condolence which were opened in Longford County Council was noted.

Letter dated 9th May 2005 received from the Office of the Taoiseach regarding request for a meeting on behalf of a joint deputation from Longford County Council and Longford Town Council to discuss the level of policing in County Longford was discussed by the members.    Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that  Deputies Kelly and Sexton and Senator Bannon be requested to organise a meeting of a joint deputation from Longford County Council and Longford Town Council with An Taoiseach.

Correspondence received from Mr. Niall Callan, Secretary General, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government dated 25th April 2005 and 

6th May 2005 in relation to the County Manager’s tenure of office was noted.  It was agreed that the County Manager will seek, on behalf of the Council, legal advice in relation to the interpretation of the legislation having regard to changes in Equality Legislation, Employment Legislation and legislation generally and its impact on the Local Government Acts relating to the tenure of office of County Manager.   It was also agreed that the Manager would communicate the resolution adopted by the Council to the Public Appointments Service.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that no public liability claims had been received by the Council during March 2005 and that one claim had been received during April 2005 which referred to an incident which occurred at the Railway Bridge on Killashee Road, Longford.

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that Iarnrod Eireann be requested to raise this bridge by at least 12 inches.

Consideration of overdraft accommodation of €10.5m for half year ending 

31st December 2005.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to approve of overdraft accommodation of €10.5m. for half year ending 31st December 2005.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 24th May 2004.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 24th May 2004 were noted.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications, which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council, was submitted and noted.

Proposed Addition to Record of Protected Structures.

On the proposal of Councillor  P. Murphy seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride,

it was unanimously agreed to defer this item to a future meeting of the Council.

Appointment to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.

On the proposal of Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor P. Nolan,

it was unanimously agreed that Ms. Lisa Doyle replace Ms. Bridget Power who has resigned from the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee in accordance with Section 22 (i) of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998.

.

Provision of Rural Cottages.

On the proposal of Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride,

it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Report of the County Manger in accordance

with Section 179 of The Planning and Development Act 2000 in relation to proposals to provide Rural Cottages at the following locations:-

· Creevy, Granard.

· Bawn, Moydow.

· Cashel, Newtowncashel.

· Castlenugent, Lisryan.

· Kildordan, Forgney.

· Ledwithstown, Ballymahon.

· Lislea, Kenagh.

· Kinard, Legan.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was unanimously resolved that the term “Rural Cottages” be changed to “Rural Houses.”

Correspondence.

Correspondence received from Irish Rural Dwellers Association enclosing paper “Planning Alert!” was noted by the members.   On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was agreed that this paper be considered at the Special meeting of the Council which is due to take place on the  25th May 2005.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE
 AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY:

Disposal of Land at Ballyreaghan, Ballinalee, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Farrell seconded by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin,

it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of land comprising 0.174 hectares at Ballyreaghan, Ballinalee, Co. Longford to Mr. Sean MacEoin, Rossmine House, Edgeworthstown, Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 26th April 2005.

Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Cloghchurnel, Granard.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin,

it was unanimously agreed to Extinguish Public Right of Way at Cloghchurnel, Granard, Co. Longford.

Notices of Motions

Carpark in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin and 

seconded by Councillor  P. J. Reilly:-

“Longford County Council call on the NRA to make an allocation towards the carpark

 in Granard”.

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that he would write to the National Roads Authority regarding funding towards the carpark in Granard.

Signs for Lisryan and Coolarty Villages.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin and 

seconded by Councillor  P. J. Reilly:-

“Longford County Council to erect signs for Lisryan and Coolarty villages”.

The Director of Services stated that he will instruct the Area Engineer to erect the required signs.

Road in Denniston Park, Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin and 

seconded by Councillor  P. J. Reilly:- 

“That the Housing Section of Longford County Council give money to the Roads Section to do the road in Denniston Park, Granard as this road has ravelled away and needs to be repaired badly”.

The Director of Services, informed the meeting that it would cost €21,641.75 to restore the roads and footpaths in Denniston Park, Granard.  The money to be taken out of Development Contributions.  

CORRESPONDENCE.

Letter dated 23rd March 2005 received from Sligo County Council regarding programme of driving instruction and road safety as part of the transition year syllabus in all secondary schools was noted.    On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously resolved that Longford County Council support the resolution from Sligo County Council.

Letter dated 27th April 2005 received from Kerry County Council regarding representation on the National Roads Authority was noted.

Letter dated 18th April 2005 received from the Department of Education and Science regarding catchment areas in relation to the school transport scheme in County Longford was noted.    On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously resolved that Longford County Council write again to the Department of Education and Science requesting that a review be carried out on the existing boundaries of catchment areas in relation to the school transport scheme.

Councillor B. Steele referred to an urgent problem at Foigha bridge on the Lanesboro to Ballymahon Road.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Butler proposed a vote of congratulations to the Longford Tidy Towns Committee on the excellent results in the recent IBAL League.    

Mr. Killeen, County Manager, referred to correspondence which he had received from the Tidy Towns Committee in relation to the issue of the approach roads to Longford town.  

He stated that the Roads Department of the County Council had undertaken a survey in relation to the N5, N4, N63, R198 and R393 approaches to Longford town.

The estimated cost of bringing these roads up to a standard which could be maintained is €88,000.   Once these are brought to this standard, an annual sum of approximately €8,000 would be required to carry out the maintenance throughout the year.

Mr. Killeen stated that he has informed the Tidy Towns Committee that there is no budget line for these works at the present time but that he will introduce the above proposal to the Council, should the Tidy Towns Committee wish this course of action.   If the Tidy Towns Committee respond positively to this proposal, he will bring the matter to the attention of the Council.

In reply to Councillor A. Farrell regarding the condition of the road on the N63 at Gowlan, Mr. Kilgallen stated that the Council is in the process of stablising the road, following advice received from the National Roads Authority Technical Manager who viewed the road two weeks ago. 

In reply to Councillor P. Nolan regarding visibility and safety at the bridge on the Ardagh Road, adjacent to the Black Bridge, out of Longford town, Mr. Kilgallen stated that the Council is in negotiations with a property owner in the area with a view to purchasing a piece of land to alleviate the problems at the bridge.

Councillor F. Kilbride queried the allocation for Local Improvement Schemes for 2005 and was informed that the allocations has not, as yet, been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

SANITARY SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Part 8 Planning for the Granardkille/Carragh Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that the Council is in the process of improving the design of the proposed Granardkille/Carrage Sewerage Scheme so as to serve more houses.

The Part 8 Planning will be advertised in the very near future and following the statutory consultation period, the Manager’s report on Part 8 Planning for the Scheme will be submitted to the members for consideration.

Policy Guidance pursuant to Section 60 of the Waste Management Act 1996.

Mr. Timlin outlined the details of Circular Letter WIR: 04/05 dated 3rd May 2005 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the following:-    “Policy guidance pursuant to Section 60 of the Waste Management Act, 1996 ( as amended)

1. Action against illegal waste activity.

2. Movement of waste.”

which had been circulated to the members.

He stated that the Council is waiting on further clarification from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Environmental Protection Agency regarding the implementation of this directive.

CORRESPONDENCE

Letter dated 14th April 2005 received from the Office of the Minister for Finance regarding pay-by-weight bin charges was noted.

Letter dated 21st April 2005 received from the OPW regarding the Abbeylara River was noted.    Mr. Timlin stated that he will prepare a report  on the Abbeylara River for submission to the OPW, in consultation with the Mayor and Councillor P.J. Reilly.

Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor V. Kiernan seconded that the maintenance of the Black River and the Rinn River be taken over by the O.P.W.

In reply to a query from Councillor P. Belton regarding the burning of bushes, 

Mr. Timlin stated that  he would seek clarification from the E.P.A. regarding this matter.

Conferences:-

On the proposal of Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor  V. Kiernan,         the following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-


(i)
Westport Town Council.



“Council and Community….. The Challenge Ahead”



Hotel Westport.



19 – 20 May 2005.


(ii)
Byrne/Perry Summer School



“1916 – Origins and Legacies”



St. Joseph’s CBS, Gorey, Co. Wexford.



24th to 26th June 2005.


(iii)
EPN Communications.



Media Skills Seminar for Councillors.



Arkow Bay Hotel, Arklow, Co. Wicklow.



21st May 2005.

(iv) Sherkin Island Marine Station.

“Air Pollution”

Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork.

21st and 22nd April 2005.

(v) Congress 2005.

Tullow, Co. Carlow.

4th and 5th May 2005.

Publications.
The list of publications, which had been circulated, was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  15th June  2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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