LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 22nd June, 2005 at 2.30pm

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh,  Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Sean Farrell, Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peter Murphy, Michéal MacCnáimhín, Peggy  Nolan and P.J Reilly

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Roger Timlin, Deputy County Manager.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. Vincent Mulhern, Chief Fire Officer.





Mr. Pat Dromey, A/Director of Service.





Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh, Senior Executive Officer.

Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.






Ms. Noreen Heslin, Head of I.S.

Ms. Mary Carleton-Reynolds, County Librarian.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Mary Morrissey, Acting.

1. Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services presented a comprehensive report in relation to the activities of the above directorate which is very diverse in nature covering a wide range of areas including the promotion of economic and social development and the provision of cultural and recreational services.

Mr. Sheridan painted a picture in words of the economic landscape in Longford today which has positively changed and bears little resemblance to that of ten years ago.  He outlined the array of economic development that has taken place in the areas of industrial development, the development of industrial business parks and allocation of sites throughout County Longford, the development of a number of Commercial Parks, the Decentralisation Programme, the Regional Broadband Programme and, also, the County and Group Broadband Scheme.  He spoke on the valuable expansion of the operations of a number of indigenous companies and paid tribute to the members of the Council for their courage in investing resources in the enabling infrastructure and the essential land banks and for their support.

In the area of cultural services, Mr. Sheridan informed the members present of the many innovative programmes taking place in the Library, Arts, Archives and Heritage Sections.  He complemented all involved for their strong customer focus and social inclusion approach.

The section of the report on Recreation and Amenity Services outlined current developments in relation to Longford Swimming Pool and the development of a Play Policy for County Longford.  Mr. Sheridan re-iterated the commitment of the Council to the modernisation of the delivery of services through the Corporate Plan 2005-2009 and various initiatives in the area of Information Communications Technology.

All of the members present complemented Mr. Sheridan and his staff on the production of a very comprehensive report and the progress achieved to date.  

Questions and Comments Arising:

In reply to Councillor A. Mitchell regarding the review of the County Development Plan, the Director of Services agreed that this item should be included on the agenda for the October meeting of the Council.  In relation to a query by Councillor Mitchell on the cost of the organisation of the implications of the Official Languages Act, Mr. Sheridan stated that there would be significant translation costs involved in implementing the provisions of the Act in the future.  He welcomed greatly the suggestion by Councillor Mitchell of the development of an I.T. Sub-Committee to examine ways in which the elected members can embrace I.T. in a more productive manner.  This item to be put on the agenda for the next monthly meeting of the Council.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism be requested to receive a further deputation from Longford County Council in relation to the Swimming Pool.

In reply to a query by Councillor M. Nevin on the low standard of completion of the industrial sites on the Athlone Road, Mr. Sheridan agreed that a tidy-up programme for the area would be examined.

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that in future all industrial sites be sold as walled sites.  The meeting agreed that this matter should be forwarded for consideration by the S.P.C.

Councillor M. Nevin further proposed and Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that there would be no final sign-off on industrial sites until the Planning Office was satisfied in relation to the state of completion of same.

Councillor S. Butler complemented the Director of Services for giving due recognition to indigenous industry and to Small and Medium Enterprises (SME’s).

In reply to queries by Councillors F. Kilbride and J. Coyle in relation to the absence of sanitary facilities and lack of development at Edgeworthstown Library, Mr. Sheridan stated there were difficulties regarding space at the Library building and he undertook to report back on the matter.  He, also, informed the members that tenders would be invited for the Public Art Feature proposed for the Edgeworthstown Inner Relief Road.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that the National Roads Authority be requested to further develop the N4 Dublin-Sligo route serving Longford into a dual carriageway.

In reply to a query by Councillor L. Bannon on the development of playgrounds for villages such as Foxhall and Legan, Mr. Sheridan informed the member that such development raises a number of issues that require very careful consideration, e.g. control, insurances, installation and monitoring of equipment.  These issues will be addressed in the proposed Local Authority “Play Policy”.

Councillor P.J. Reilly congratulated everyone involved in the developments to date and supported Councillors F. Kilbride and J. Coyle on their call for the development of the Library Service in Edgeworthstown.

Mr. Sheridan stated in reply to Councillor P. Belton regarding Ballymahon Library that the project is still with the Department of the Environment awaiting approval to proceed to tender stage.  He also informed  Councillor Belton that the O.P.W. had paid the full cost of the site for the proposed Decentralisation Programme.

Councillor M. Cahill, Councillor V. Kiernan and Councillor M. Mulleady paid tribute to the Director of Services for the economic progress to date.

Councillor P. Murphy complimented the Director of Services on the report and commented on the availability of an adequate public water supply in County Longford and, also, expressed the hope that the local company involved in Broadband would be considered in the Broadband Programme.

Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin reiterated her complements to the Director of Services and stated that the Swimming Pool Development should now be the main focus of the Council.

2. Water Services and Environmental Policies:

Comprehensive reports in relation to activities in the above Directorate were presented under the following heading:-

(a) Civil Defence

(b) Fire Service

(c) Food Safety and Animal Welfare

(d) Environmental Services

(e) Water Services

(a) Civil Defence:

Mr. P. Dromey, Senior Engineer outlined for the members present the activities undertaken by Longford Civil Defence Services during 2004.

(b) Fire Service:

Mr. V. Mulhern, Chief Fire Officer presented a comprehensive report on County Longford Fire Service detailing the Fire Service 2005 Programme, the Training Schedule, Fire Prevention Measures, the purchase and relocation of appliances, the call-outs and Expenditure for 2004/2005.

(c) Food Safety and Animal Welfare:

Mr. R. O’Ceallaigh (in the unavoidable absence of Mr. M. King, County Veterinary Officer) outlined the Veterinary Services provided by the County Council as an official agency under contract to the Food Safety Authority of Ireland and stressed the importance of this service to the community.

(d) Environmental Services:

Mr. R. O’Ceallaigh, Senior Executive Officer, presented a comprehensive report on Environmental Services under 5 main categories – 1. Pollution Control and Water Quality, 2. Litter Management and Street Sweeping, 3. Waste Management, 4. Burial Grounds and 5. Miscellaneous.

(e) Water Services:

Mr. P. Dromey, Senior Engineer, reported on all aspects of Water Services activities including Regional Water Supply Schemes, Capital Scheme Projects, Water Metering Project, Water Billing Division, the Rural Water Programme and Water Quality.

Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin and the members present welcomed the various reports and a number of questions followed.

Questions and Comments Arising:

In reply to a query from Councillor G. Brady in relation to cemetery grants, Mr. O’Ceallaigh stated that grants were given out last year to communities wishing to manage and maintain their own cemeteries.  A Cemetery Schedule has been drawn up and is in place in the Environmental Section.

Councillor V. Kiernan queried whether application forms for cemetery maintenance had been sent out as these had been given last year to elected members.  Mr. O’Ceallaigh undertook to check out the position for him.

In reply to a query from Councillor S. Farrell with regard to the benchmark status of the 30% local contribution for smaller schemes, Mr. P. Dromey stated that this percentage is dependent on the size of the network to be included.

Mr. Dromey updated Councillor L. Bannon on the current status of the Ballymahon, Lanesboro, Ardagh and Ballywalter Schemes.

Councillor J. Coyle raised a number of issues that require consideration and progress, in particular the need for a new site for Edgeworthstown Fire Station, an extension to Edgeworthstown Cemetery and problems surrounding water quality supply in Forgney and pipeline leak repairs.

In reply to a query from Councillor M. Cahill in relation to car parking at Carrickedmond Cemetery, Mr. O’Ceallaigh stated that there was a road safety issue involved in providing car parking facilities at the cemetery.

Councillor P.J. Reilly welcomed the presentation and stated that increased housing development requires good water and sewerage systems and the need for old pipelines to be repaired and upgraded.

Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin was informed by Mr. P. Dromey that the Consultant’s Strategic Review Report on the Granard Regional Water Supply Scheme was due in August.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Mary Morrissey,

             Acting Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 20th July, 2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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