LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Conference Room, Camlin Court Offices, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 9th February 2005 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Máire Ni Giolla Bride-Harcán, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh,  Mick Cahill, James Coyle, 

Adrian Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile, 

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan and P.J Reilly,

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.



APOLOGY:

            An apology was received from Councillors S. Butler

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

Longford Swimming Pool Project.

Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin informed the members that she had called this meeting as a result of the deputation which had met with Mr. John O’Donoghue, Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism on the 1st February 2005.   She stated that Minister O’Donoghue informed the deputation that Longford County Council must receive sanction from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to proceed with the loan element of the funding for the proposed pool.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, outlined the contents of letter dated 

23rd December 2005 which had been received by Longford County Council from the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism in which that Department requested Longford County Council to submit the sanction request and a copy of the Council’s approval to raise the required loan.

Mr. McDonald stated that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government confirmed to him that Longford County Council should apply to the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism for the required loan.    The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism will need confirmation from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government that Longford County Council will be able to afford to repay the loan and will also need to know the overall borrowing requirements approved for local authorities in 2005.

The members of the Council who had met with Minister O’Donoghue on the 

1st February 2005 expressed concern regarding the Minister’s statement that Longford County Council should be contacting the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the proposed loan.

The County Manager stated that Longford Leisure Ltd. might be in a position to borrow the finance for the pool with Longford County Council guaranteeing the loan  - this proposal would need to be investigated thoroughly with regard to tax and V.A.T.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, undertook to seek clarity on this proposal for the February meeting of the Council.

The County Manager recommended that the Council should consider the matter at the Monthly Meeting of the Council  scheduled for Wednesday, 16th February 2005 and if the Council adopt a resolution seeking sanction from the Minister for Art, Sport and Tourism for a loan of €4m for the proposed new swimming pool, a letter should also be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting support for the resolution.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed to defer consideration of the loan for the proposed new swimming pool to the Monthly meeting of Longford County Council on the 16th February 2005 and that the matter be the first item to be dealt with by the members at that meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  23rd March 2005.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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