LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday,  4th January 2006 at 2.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, 

Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. R. Timlin, County Manager.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services.

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services.




Mr. P. McGivney, A/Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, 

the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

16th November 2005 were confirmed and adopted.

W.E.E. Directive (Waste Electrical & Electronic Equipment) Regulations 2005.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Mayor F. Kilbride seconded that Longford County Council write to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that a written commitment be given to the Council confirming that funding will be made available to cover the costs incurred by the Council in implementing the W.E.E. Scheme.   Councillor Nolan also asked that further clarification of the W.E.E. Directive, as operated by Longford County Council, be given at the January meeting of the Council.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor J. Coyle,  the Minutes of Meeting of Granard Area Councillors to consider the Draft Granard Local Area Plan held on the 2nd December 2005  were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan,  the Minutes of Meeting of Longford Area Councillors to consider the Draft Newtownforbes Local Area Plan held on the 2nd December 2005  were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

The public liability claims which had been received by the Council during the month of November 2005 were noted.

Group Personal Accident Insurances – Elected Members.

Letter dated 8th November 2005 and Memorandum received from Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. regarding Group Personal Accident Insurance – Schemes A and B – Elected Members, which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 10th November 2005 received from the Office of the Secretary General, Department of Education and Science regarding S.S.I.A. income in the determination of eligibility for a Higher Education Grant was noted.

Letter dated 5th December 2005 received from The Department of Social and Family Affairs concerning PRSI status applicable to County Councillors was noted.

Mr. McDonald read a letter dated 22nd December 2005 which he received on the 

3rd January 2006 from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government enclosing a copy of a reply by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to a recent Parliamentary Question regarding this matter.    Mr. McDonald circulated a copy of the letter and extract to the members.   It was agreed that the correspondence be placed as an item on the Agenda for the January meeting of the Council.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 24th October 2005.   

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 24th October 2005, which had been circulated to the members, were noted.   

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

In response to a query from Councillor A. Mitchell regarding Draft Planning Guidelines which were issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government recently, Mr. Clarke stated that the Draft Planning Guidelines only deal with technical aspects of planning applications. It was agreed that the Draft Planning Guidelines be circulated with the Agenda for the January meeting of the Council.

The members discussed at length the number of planning permissions upturned by An Bord Pleanala for County Longford.     They also discussed the role of An Taisce in making submissions regarding planning applications in the County.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell, it was unanimously agreed that a Special meeting be held to discuss, in detail, the planning process in County Longford and that Mr. Ian Lumley from An Taisce be requested to attend the meeting.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that in future the members of the Council be circulated with all decisions taken by An Bord Pleanala in respect of County Longford. 

The Director of Services agreed to prepare an analysis of planning applications, decisions and appeals for the Special Planning meeting.  

Councillor B. Steele complimented Mr. Clarke on the new housing scheme in Ballymahon.       Councillor Steele proposed and  Councillor M. Cahill seconded that the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government be invited to officially open the new scheme.

Correspondence.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Nolan it was unanimously agreed to support letter dated 17th November 2005 received from Ennis Town Council regarding the regulations governing voluntary housing to allow tenants to purchase their dwellings.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY.

Notice of Motion.

Speed Limits on N4 National Primary Route.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride:-

“That Longford County Council requests Westmeath County Council, Meath County Council and Kildare County Council to retain the speed limits which applied on the old N4 National Primary Route which applied prior to the opening of the M4 Motorway to give motorists a choice of which route they shall use for the purposes of commuting along these roads.”

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that arrangements will be made to write to Westmeath, Meath and Kildare County Councils seeking support for this Motion.

It was also agreed that the Council write to all other counties along the N4 route.

Councillor P. J. Reilly proposed that a scheme be introduced to provide a reduced toll rate for people who use the M4 Motorway on a regular basis.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 30th November 2005  from the National Roads Authority regarding the reception of a Deputation from Longford County Council at 2.00 p.m. on Friday, 

13th January 2006 in St. Martin’s House was noted.     Mayor F. Kilbride read a letter to the meeting which he received from the Town Clerk, Longford Town Council, requesting that the deputation include the Mayor and two members of Longford Town Council.    

A Meeting to consider the issues which need to be discussed with the N.R.A. will be held on Wednesday, 11th January 2006 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber.

The members expressed dissatisfaction with letter dated 29th November 2005 received from the Roads and Local Services Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding a scheme for the repair of private lanes/roads which lead to the dwellings of elderly persons.   

Letter dated 18th November 2005 received from the Roads and Local Services Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding funding for Local Improvement Scheme in 2006 was also discussed. 

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed that the Transportation, Road Development and Maintenance and Road Safety Policy Strategic Policy Committee prepare a meaningful set of criteria for Local Improvement Schemes, which in turn will be considered by the County Council and submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Traffic Calming Measures in Towns and Villages.

Councillor Glennon requested that when the Council meet with the National Roads Authority on the 13th January 2006, that the N.R.A. be asked to consider highlighting traffic calming areas on approach roads into towns and villages in the country so that they are adequately visible, perhaps by introducing a definite colour that would distinguish the raised area.

Councillor Glennon, on his own behalf and on behalf of his entire family, thanked the members of the Council and officials for their support and sympathy since Liam Og’s tragic death.    The adjournment of the December meeting of the Council as a mark of respect was very much appreciated by the family.

Letter dated 24th November 2005 received from the Commission for Taxi Regulation acknowledging receipt of Longford County Council’s response to the Commission for Taxi Regulations third Consultation Paper in respect of Taximeter Areas and Taxi Fares was noted.

Councillor P. Belton referred to roads at Moydow, Stonepark and Killashee where developments are taking place and where the roads are being left in an unsafe condition.  The Director of Services agreed to have these areas examined.

WATER SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Report on submissions on the proposed Replacement Waste Management Plan for the Midlands Region. 

Presentation by R.P.S., MC O’Sullivan, Consultants.

The Mayor welcomed Mr. Conall Boland from RPS Consulting Engineers.   

He also welcomed Mr. Roibeard O’Ceallaigh who is the Midlands Regional Co-ordinator.

It was noted that in accordance with the Waste Management Acts 1996 – 2003, it will be a function of the Regional Manager’s to adopt the Replacement Waste Management Plan for the Midlands Region.

Mr. Boland outlined, in detail, the Report on Submissions received following the launch of the Proposed Replacement Waste Management Plan for the Midlands Region in July 2005 under the following headings. He also outlined the many modifications and improvements recommended for inclusion in the Plan.

· Initial Public Consultation.

· Consultation on the Draft Plan.

· Report on Consultation.

· Submissions Received.

· Feedback Forms Received.

· Issues Raised.

-Prevention and Minimisation.

-Awareness and Communication.

-Zero Waste.

-Recycling.

-Packing Waste.

-Agricultural Waste.

-Waste to Energy.

-Landfill Issues.

-Role of Private Sector.

· Recommendations from SEA.

-Waste Prevention/Minimisation.

-Reuse.

-Recycling.

-Biological Treatment.

-Energy Recovery.

-Landfill

The members expressed concern regarding the amount of indiscriminate dumping in County Longford and requested that extra Litter Officers be employed by the Council.

As was discussed at previous meetings of Longford County Council, the problem regarding unaccounted for waste in the County and the number of households who are not availing of a waste collection service was again debated by the members.  The members welcomed the fact that ‘route surveys’ are to be carried out by the Council to ascertain the householders who are not disposing of their rubbish properly.

The problems being experienced by farmers who need to dispose of farm plastics was also discussed.

With regard to a thermal treatment plant in the region, it was noted that no site has been decided on at present.  

Mr. Boland and Mr. McGivney replied to various queries raised by the members.

Mayor Kilbride thanked Mr. Boland for his very informative presentation.

X-Ray Unit in Longford.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Mayor F. Kilbride seconded that Longford County Council write to Mr. Jim Reilly, Local Health Office Manager, Health Service Executive, regarding the status of the X-Ray Unit in Longford.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 18th January 2006.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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