LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 18th October 2006 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paddy Belton, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, 

Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile, 

Frank Kilbride, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, 

Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.                                           
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.

Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.

Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.




Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.



MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

Mayor P. Belton proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Mrs. Maura Kelly on the death of her mother, Mrs. Anne Hestor.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor M. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Packie Keogh, Aughakine, Aughnacliffe and 

Margo Campbell, Aughnacliffe on the death of Mary Ellen Keogh.

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Clarke family, Curroole, Newtowncashel on the death of 

Pat Clarke.

Mayor P. Belton also associated himself with the votes of sympathy.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to the Abbeylara Senior Football Team on winning the Sean Connolly Cup and to Michael Harkin, Team Trainer.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to the Ardagh Football Team on winning the Intermediate Final.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to Edgeworthstown Football Team on winning the Minor Final.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to Slashers on winning the Junior and Juvenile Finals  and also to the Roscommon Minor Team on winning the Minor All-Ireland.

Mayor P. Belton also associated himself with the many votes of congratulations and also congratulated Councillor Alan Mitchell on his recent engagement.

Changes at Shannoside Radio.

The members expressed concern regarding the departure of Mr. Seamus Duke and other presenters from Shannonside Radio and also the fact that the “Shannonside Today” and the “Farming News” programmes have ceased.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Longford County Council write to the management of Shannonside Radio to see if any resolution could be found to this situation and if “Shannonside Today” and the “Farming News” could be re-instated.

Councillor P. Murphy proposed that the Council write to the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland regarding the situation.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan,           

the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

20th September 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that two public liability claims had been received by the Council during the month of September 2006.  

Consideration of overdraft accommodation of €10.5m for half year ending 

30th June 2007.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor P. J. Reilly, it was unanimously agreed to approve of overdraft accommodation of €10.5m. for half year ending 30th June 2007.

In response to a query from Councillor S. Butler, Mr. McDonald stated that the foothpaths in Longford town are the responsibility of Longford County Council and that there is a system in place whereby regular inspections are carried out on the condition of the footpaths in the town.   Any contractors working on behalf of the Longford local authorities have to comply with Health and Safety regulations.

Councillor A. Mitchell expressed concern regarding the fact that three students from County Longford had their Higher Education Grants reduced by 25% due to the fact that the interest earned by their parents under the S.S.I.A. Scheme is taken into account in calculating their eligibility for a Higher Education Grant.

Fix Dates for:-

(i)    Finance Committee Meeting.

        Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that the

        Finance Meeting be held “in committee” on Monday, 11th December 2006 at 

        3.30 p.m.

(ii)   2007 Budget Meeting.

        Councillor B. Steele proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that the 

        2007 Budget Meeting be held on Monday, 8th January 2007.

Notice of Motion.

Extra Funding for Granard Town Council.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin


“I wish to put a motion forward to the Head of Finance for grant funding to be increased in this year’s budget for extra funding to Granard Town Council.”

The Head of Finance informed the meeting that this matter is under consideration.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that, in future, the list of appeals sent to the Planning Appeals Board be forwarded to the members.

With regard to the setting up a sub-committee to commence the review of the County Development Plan, it was agreed to defer this item to the November meeting of the Council.

Recommendations from Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee .

Clawback Provision – Disabled Persons Grant and Essential Repairs Grant Schemes.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, the following recommendation from the Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee was adopted:-

“That the amount to which the clawback provision applies, under the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme and the Essential Repairs Grant Scheme, be amended from €5,000 to €10,000” 

Increase in Disabled Persons Grant.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, the following recommendation from the Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee was adopted:-

“That Longford County Council calls on the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government to increase the maximum Disabled Persons Grant from €20,315 to €30,000 and that the scheme be amended to introduce a clause to allow payment of a 100% grant in hardship cases”

 

Progress Reports on E.S.B. Connections.

Mr. Clarke informed the meeting that the new housing estate at Farnagh Hill, Longford has been connected to the E.S.B. and arrangements are in place to allocate the houses within two weeks.

Sli na Mona housing estate in Ballymahon has also been connected.

Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. McEntire and seconded by Councillor  J. Coyle:-

“That this Council provides showers and disabled facilities in all Local Authority houses, especially in O.P.D. houses to ensure a better quality of life for our senior citizens.”

All local authority houses must comply fully with Part M of the Building Regulations in respect of accessibility and wheelchair toilet facilities.   Design Guidelines for family type houses from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government do not include the installation of showers.  All OPD’s have level access showers installed at construction stage as a matter of course.  Where these facilities are not available in older type houses and are necessary for any individual family, they can be provided, without delay, and funded from the annual Capital Allocation.

Telecomunication Masts – planning permission for additional antennae on existing masts.

Councillor P. Nolan referred to Motion which she submitted at the March meeting of the Council and requested the Council to write again to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding this issue and to mark same for an urgent response.

WATER SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Progress Reports:-          

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, updated the members as follows:-

Ardagh, Aughnacliffe, Ballinalee, Drumlish & Newtownforbes Sewerage Update. 

Contract documents are continuing to be prepared.  Part 8 planning process will be carried out when agreement, in principle, to land acquisition is received.

Longford Sewerage Phase 2 Update.

The scope for the Consultant’s brief is currently being prepared.

Kenagh and Legan Sewerage Schemes.

Feasibility study for Kenagh Scheme has been received.   Feasibility study for Legan Scheme is still outstanding.   Both schemes have been included in the Assessment of Need report which was recently approved by the Water Services and Environmental Policies Strategic Policy Committee and submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for approval.

Ballinamuck Sewerage Scheme.

Included in the grouped Towns and Villages Sewerage Scheme Feasibility Study, which will be submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government presently.

Copy of letter dated 16th October 2006 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the provision of water and sewerage services in County Longford was circulated to the members.

It was agreed to place this correspondence on the Agenda for the November meeting of the Council.

Cleaning of River in Abbeylara.

Mr. Timlin informed the meeting that he has been in touch with Technical staff in the Office of Public Works and he has written to Minister Tom Parlon requesting a meeting in connection with the maintenance of the river that flows through the village of Abbeylara.   Officials from Longford County Council and the five members from the Granard area to attend the meeting.

He stated that he will also discuss this matter at a meeting, which is taking place on Monday, 23rd October 2006, between the Mayor, Manager, Management Team and the three Oireachtas members.

Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Regulations  2001) in respect of proposed Legan/Lenamore Graveyard.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Regulations 2001) in respect of proposed Legan/Lenamore Graveyard, which had been circulated to the members.

Mr. Timlin agreed to update the members at the November meeting of the Council regarding the proposed bye-laws to regulate the uniformity of the size of headstones in the Council’s Graveyards.

Recommendations from Joint Meeting of Water Services and Environmental Policies Strategic Policy Committee and Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee:-

On the proposal of Councillor M. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, the following recommendations from a Joint Meeting of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee and Water Services and Environmental Policies Strategic Policy Committee was adopted:-

· That the existing arrangement whereby the refuse collection service is provided by private sector operators remains unchanged.

· That all tenancy agreements be revised placing the responsibility for proper waste disposal on the tenants. Where tenants are identified as being responsible for littering, backyard burning etc. appropriate enforcement be taken.   

· The Council write to the Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government seeking the following  changes to existing Waste  Collection Legislation: 

 

· To remove any legal implications preventing local authorities from 

      offering waivers to customers from whom they are not directly

      collecting refuse.

· Loss of revenue from introduction of waiver scheme to be borne by 

      central government.   

 

· The Council write to the Department of Social & Family Affairs to request an income support mechanism for low-income families for waste charges.

 

Farm Plastic Removal Scheme.

Councillor S. Farrell welcomed the fact that County Longford has been included in the next phase of the pilot scheme to collect farm plastic.

Mr. Timlin informed the meeting that a procurement process is in place and he will keep the members informed of venues and dates.  The venues and dates will be advertised in the local media.    It is anticipated that six collection points will be set up around the county which will be in operation for two weeks.    Mr. Timlin thanked Deputy Kelly, Deputy Sexton, Senator Bannon and Councillor B. Steele for their help in bringing the Pilot Scheme to Longford.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY:

Presentation by Ryan Hanley WSP on Part 8 – N5 Bypass Longford Town.   

Mayor P. Belton welcomed Mr. Mike Gannon and Ms. Phillippa Glannie               from Ryan Hanley WSP to the meeting.

Mr. Gannon stated that the Part 8 Report which is being considered today is an addendum to the previous Part 8 Report published in July 2006.    Five submissions were received in relation to the N5 Longford Bypass.    He outlined the route of the proposed Bypass.     The environmental assessment and preliminary design of the preferred route, including a determination of the lands required to construct and maintain the scheme has been completed.  He said the proposed by-pass will be of great benefit to Longford town 

Mr. Gannon replied to queries raised by the members.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that provision be made for footpaths and public lighting on the by-pass.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor D. Glennon, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to proceed to the next stage which is to seek the approval of the National Roads Authority.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that the Council write to the National Roads Authority emphasising the need to expedite this scheme.

Mayor Belton thanked Mr. Gannon, Mr. Kilgallen and the staff of the Roads Directorate for progressing the scheme to this stage.

Camlisk Junction – Edgeworthstown.

Councillor F. Kilbride expressed concern regarding the temporary closure of the junction at Camlisk, Edgeworthstown.

Mr. J. Kilgallen informed the meeting that the junction was opened to traffic on Tuesday 22nd August 2006.  Due to the non- compliance of a number of drivers with the statutory signage and lining it was decided to close the junction again on Friday 25th August.  The decision to close the junction was following extensive consultation with the designers to ensure the safety of the road users legitimately using the junction to access Edgeworthstown from the Longford direction.  These users were being put in danger by the deliberate non-compliance of a number of drivers who insisted on exiting through an entry only junction.   The junction will remain closed until a satisfactory arrangement can be put in place to ensure better compliance with the statutory requirements at this location.  The Regional Design Office has produced a draft redesign for the junction which is the subject of a safety audit at the moment.   It is anticipated that the road will open to the public before the end of 2006.

Notices of Motions:-

Driving Instruction.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. McEntire and seconded by Councillor S. Butler:-

“That this Council recommends to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Education that Driving Instruction and Lessons be included on the curriculum of Second Level schools.”

It was agreed that the Council write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Education regarding this request.

Flyover on the N4.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell.

“That this Council calls on South Dublin County Council and the National Roads Authority to provide a flyover on the N4 at the Lucan-Newcastle junction on lanes going west.”

Councillor L. Bannon stated that he wished to support Councillor Farrell’s motion and also referred to problems being experienced on the sliproad from the M4 into Kinnegad.

It was agreed that the Council write to South Dublin County Council, the National Roads Authority and all counties west of Lucan regarding these items.

It was also agreed that this motion be sent to the Association of County and City Councils.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 

29th May  2006.    

The Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal Cultural and Recreational Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 29th May 2006,   

which had been circulated to the members, were noted.    

Disposal of Site at Townspark, Athlone Road, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 0.208 hectares at Townspark, Athlone Road, Longford  to Seamus Reilly and his wife, Margaret Reilly along with Michael Reilly and his wife, Eileen Reilly and Seamus Reilly in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 6th October 2006.

Ardagh Heritage Centre.

Mr. Sheridan informed the meeting that the operation of the Ardagh Heritage Centre has been considered by the Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs Strategic Policy Committee.

The recommendation from the Strategic Policy Committee is that Ardagh Heritage Centre should be leased for commercial and community purposes.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that consideration be given to leasing the Ardagh Heritage Centre for commercial and community purposes.

National Disability Strategy.

A summary of the National Disability Strategy was circulated to the members.

It was agreed that each Strategic Policy Committee would consider the report and examine how the objectives of the National Disability Strategy could be achieved in respect of its area of policy.

Notices of Motions.

Bus Shelters.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Murphy and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“A motion from Councillor Peter Murphy was forwarded from Longford County Council to C.I.E. over twelve months ago requesting the erection of bus shelters in Newtownforbes and at the junction of Abbeycartron and Battery Road, Longford.    Councillor Murphy is now requesting Longford County Council to seek confirmation from C.I.E. when these Bus Shelters are going to be erected.”

C.I.E. has informed the Council that following a procurement procedure, it had selected a company to manage the provision of bus shelters throughout Ireland.  It is not possible to state when the construction of the bus shelters at the junction of Abbeycarton and Battery Road, Longford and at Newtownforbes will be dealt with.

Proposed Meeting with the Board of Management of Lakeland Dairies.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Murphy and seconded by Councillor J. Coyle.

“Councillor Peter Murphy is requesting Longford County Council to seek a meeting with the Board of Management of Lakeland Dairies following their recent announcement to close the Longford Store with loss of jobs and services to the people of Longford and surrounding areas.”

All members of the Council expressed concern regarding the proposed closure of the Longford Store.

Councillor S. Butler stated that if the Store has to close, that it be sold as a going concern.

It was agreed that the management of Lakeland Dairies be requested to address the November meeting of the Council.

Progress Report on C&D Foods in Edgeworthstown.

In reply to a query from Councillor F. Kilbride regarding a progress report on C & D Foods, Mr. Sheridan informed the meeting that he had met with Mr. Philip Reynolds, Managing Director of C & D Foods, and had offered him the continued support of the Council.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 25th September 2006 received from Mr. Frank Gearty, Solicitor, regarding Speed Limits was noted.

Letter dated 28th September 2006 addressed to Deputy Peter Kelly from Mr. Dick Roche, Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the collection of waste silage/bale wrap was noted.

Conferences.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Belton seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin              the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) School of Law, Trinity College, Dublin.

Fifth Annual Freedom of Information Conference.

Hamilton Building, Trinity College, Dublin.

14th October 2006.

(ii) The Big Jim Larkin Autumn School.

2nd Big Jim Commemorative Event.

Burren Community Centre, Warrenpoint.

21st October 2006.

(iii) Douglas Hyde Conference.

“Many streams, one broad river.”

St. Nathy’s College, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon.

20th – 22nd October 2006.

(iv) Kadenza Consultancies.

“The role of local government in combating anti-social

behaviour.”

The Carraig Hotel, Main Street, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary.

27th October 2006.

(v) Confederation of European Councillors.

Annual Conference.

City Hotel, Derry.

12th and 13th October 2006.

(vi) Davitt Conference,

Castlebar.

2nd to 4th June 2006.

(vii) Tidy Towns Award Ceremony.

Dublin Castle.

4th September 2006.

(viii) HSE Community Games Finals.

Mosney, Co. Meath.

18th August 2006.

(ix) Longford Social Club in New York.

5th to 9th October 2006.

(x) Visit by Corporate Policy Group to view Council Chambers.

Naas and Dublin.

12th October 2006.

(xi) Conference 

Letterkenny.

13th and 14th October 2006.

(xii) Conference on Sustainable Energy.

Sligo.

5th and 6th October 2006.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 15th November 2006.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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