LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Monday, 20th February 2006 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell,

Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell,  

Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

APOLOGY:


An apology was received from 

Councillor Martin Mulleady.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. R. Timlin, County Manager.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services.

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services.




Mr. P. Tone, A/Director of Services.




MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS:

On the proposal of Mayor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, it was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the ongoing crisis at 

C & D Foods in Edgeworthstown.

The following resolutions which were proposed by Mayor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor J. Coyle were unanimously adopted by the Council:-

In light of the recent redundancies announced at C & D Foods, I propose the following:-

(a)
That this Council seek a deputation to the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 


Employment, Mr. Michael Martin, T.D., to seek the setting up, as a matter of 


urgency, of a Taskforce/Interagency Group to take whatever action is 


necessary to provide replacement employment for the C & D staff who have


been made redundant.

(b)
That a Special Meeting of the County Council be held at 2.00 p.m. on 


Monday, 6th March 2006 to discuss what action needs to be taken to address

the job losses at C & D and we invite representatives from Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland, Fas and our Oireachtas members to the meeting.

(c)
That the County Council establishes the Economic Development 


Sub-Committee.

(d)
That “Economic Development in County Longford” be once again placed


on the Agenda for the Monthly Meetings of the Council.

It was agreed to take the following Notice of Motion at this stage of the meeting:-

Glanbia PLC.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride:-

“In view of the enormous problems posed by the fire at C & D Foods, I propose that we request the County Manager and the Director of Community and Enterprise to meet with their counterparts in Counties Roscommon and Leitrim, with a view to approaching the Board of Glanbia PLC to ascertain it’s long term plans for the former pig processing plant at Rooskey.”

Mr. R. Timlin and Mr. F. Sheridan stated that they will follow up on this Motion.

Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that a database of the skills of the people who have lost their jobs in C & D Foods should be drawn up.

BEST WISHES:

On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor G. Brady, it was unanimously agreed that best wishes for a speedy recovery to full health be extended to Councillor Martin Mulleady.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:-

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor D. Glennon seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Mr. Eddie Kiernan and the Kiernan family, Longford on the death of Mrs. Delia Kiernan.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, 

the Minutes of Budget Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

11th January 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor  J. Coyle, 

the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

18th January 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor J. Coyle,

the Minutes of Meeting of Granard Area Councillors to consider the Draft Edegworthstown Local Area Plan held on the 23rd January 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, 

the Minutes of Meeting of Drumlish Area Councillors to consider the Draft Drumlish Local Area Plan held on the 23rd January 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY.

‘Draft Roadworks Scheme 2006’

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor A. Farrell it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Roadworks Scheme 2006 .

Notices of Motions.

Footpath from Harbour Row to Ballymacormack Cemetery.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell on behalf of Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride:-

“I give notice of motion that this Council replace the footpath from the bottom of 

Harbour Row to the Ballymacormack Cemetery with immediate effect.”

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that the proposed draft multi-annual plan 

for funding from development charges will include the above footpath for

consideration by the Mid Area Committee at its next meeting. 

Inner Relief Road for Granard Town.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly:-

“I call on Longford County Council to call on the N.R.A. for money for an inner relief 

road for Granard town.”

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that arrangements will be made to 

convey, in writing, the wishes of the Council to the National Roads Authority.

Public Lighting and School Hazard Lighting.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“I wish to put a motion forward that the Council make contact with the E.S.B., due to

 the delay in erecting public lighting and school hazard lighting in our towns and

 villages, that have already been approved throughout the County.   As the Five-Year

 Plan is falling way behind.”

The members discussed the serious delays in the provision of public lighting and school hazard lights in the County.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was unanimously agreed that a representative from the E.S.B. be requested to address a meeting of the Council. 

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that arrangements will be made to 

convey, in writing, the wishes of the Council to the E.S.B.

Report on the condition of Richmond Street, Longford.

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, outlined the details of the report, which had been circulated to the members, on the condition of Richmond Street, Longford 

He outlined the works programme which had taken place on Richmond Street on the 

21st January 2006 and the problems encountered by the maintenance staff on that day.

In response to queries from Councillor M. Nevin, the County Manager stated that following from the January meeting of the Council the Director of Services had secured funding from the National Roads Authority to repair this street.

Councillor S. Butler requested that, in future, the Area Councillors be notified of any pending road closures.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that a commitment be sought from the National Roads Authority that funding will be provided to carry out major works on this street following the completion of the N5 By-pass.

As Mayor F. Kilbride had to leave the meeting at this stage, Councillor L. Bannon, Deputy Mayor, took the chair.

WATER SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Notices of Motions:

Caragh Sewerage Scheme and Granardille Sewerage Scheme.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by P. J. Reilly:-

“I ask Longford County Council what is the update regarding the Caragh Sewerage Scheme and Granardkille Sewerage Scheme.  What stage are the schemes at?”

Mr. P. Tone, A/Director of Services, stated that in relation to the Caragh Sewerage Scheme and the Granardkille Sewerage Scheme, contract documents have been prepared and lodged with the Council’s Law Agent for review.   It is proposed that the contract will be signed by the end of February 2006.    Construction on both schemes is scheduled for April/May 2006.   Total costs contract and other costs are provisionally estimated at €1 million. 

Granardkille Cemetery.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly:-

“I ask Longford County Council what is the update on Granarkille Cemetery?”

Mr. P. Tone, A/Director of Services, stated that the proposed new burial ground for Granardkille is to be sited on a six and half acre field west of Granard town.   The site is situated approximately two kilometres from the town and one kilometre from the existing Granardkille burial ground.    The proposal to construct and operate a burial ground at Granardkille, Co. Longford underwent Part VIII Public Consultation process in accordance with the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001 and was adopted by Longford County Council at its meeting on the 

26th October 2005.

The Contract documents are currently being prepared for the burial ground and the contract will go to tender in Summer 2006 with a view to construction of the Cemetery in late Summer/early Autumn.



Fyhora (Moyne) Group Water Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Brady and seconded by Councillor L. McEntire:-

“That Longford County Council proceeds to take in charge the Fyhora (Moyne)

Group Water Scheme.”

Mr. P. Tone, A/Director of Services, stated that Longford County Council have received an application from the trustees of Fyhora (Moyne) Group Water Scheme to take the Scheme in charge.    

This application is currently being reviewed by County Council staff and subject to the number of Group Scheme applications on hands and available resources, it will be taken in charge in due course.

In the meantime, Longford County Council will undertake any essential repairs or other essential maintenance issues that may arise on this Group Scheme.

Collection of Used Farm Plastics.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Farrell and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“This Council calls on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local 

Government to formulate and implement a plan to rectify the current debacle 

regarding the collection of used farm plastics.  That, furthermore, we call on the farm

organisations to make this an
issue in the current partnership talks.”

Mr. P. Tone, A/Director of Services, referred to letter dated 11th October 2005 received from the Environmental Protection Agency outlining the position with farm plastics.

It was agreed that this motion be circulated to all local authorities for support.

Sewage System for Newtowncashel Village.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Farrell and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“What is the current position regarding the provision of a sewage system for Newtowncashel Village.”

Mr. P. Tone, A/Director of Services, stated that  Newtowncashel Sewerage Treatment works forms part of the proposed 12 Villages Bundled Sewerage Scheme.   Consultants, Nicholas O’Dwyer, have been appointed to carry out a Feasibility Study/Report in order to progress the Scheme.    This report will determine the viability of proceeding with the proposed sewerage schemes in these villages.   It is anticipated that the Feasibility Report in respect of the 12 villages, to include Newtowncashel, will be available by late 2006/early 2007.   The Feasibility Study shall then be submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for their approval to proceed to Contract Document stage.

Fire Tender for Lanesboro.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by S. Farrell:-

 “When does the Council intend to supply the new Fire Tender sanctioned for Lanesboro.”

Mr. P. Tone, A/Director of Services, stated that the Council have procured a new Fire Tender for Lanesboro Village.   

The chassis of the new Tender is currently being built by the manufacturer.   It is anticipated that the Fire Tender will be fully commissioned and in use by Autumn 2006.

Mr. Tone agreed to investigate the possibility of having the Fire Tender supplied at an earlier date.

New Fire Station for Lanesboro.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor S. Farrell:-

“That Longford County Council seek sanction from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for new Fire Station
for Lanesboro.”

Mr. P. Tone, A/Director of Services, stated that the Council have procured a site in Lanesboro for the construction of a new Fire Station in the village.   However, to date no formal submission for funding to construct a new Fire Station has been submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.   This matter will be progressed further with the appointment of a new Chief Fire Officer.

The next station on the priority list, agreed by the Council, is Edgeworthstown and then Lanesboro.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal Cultural and Recreational Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 

19th September 2005.

The Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal Cultural and Recreational Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 19th September 2005 were noted.

Disposal of land at rear of Main Street, Granard, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly,          it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of land containing

1.92 hectares at rear of Main Street, Granard, Co. Longford  to PJ Matthews, Rathcronan, Granard, Co. Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the  8th December 2005.

It was agreed that the executive of the Council will keep Mr. Matthews, 

Councillor Kilbride-Harkin and Councillor Reilly informed as progress is made regarding this matter.

Disposal of Industrial Unit at Townspark Industrial Estate, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of industrial unit at Townspark Industrial Estate, Cluster Unit No. 4, Athlone Road, Longford containing 0.009 hectares or thereabouts to Mr. Enda McKeon, Curry,  Newtownforbes, 

Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 2nd February 2006.

Update on Longford Swimming Pool Project.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, informed the members that grant aid of €3.8m has been awarded and loan approval of €3.2m has been announced for the development of the new swimming pool in Longford town.

The legal formalities with the contractor will be completed within the next few weeks, and it is anticipated that the project will commence late March/early April.

The awarding of €3.8m represents the maximum grant possible under the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism’s Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme.

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that the Minister for Finance and the Government be requested to increase the maximum amount of Grant Aid under the Sports Capital Programme for the provision of Community Swimming Pools.   Also the financial arrangements for the repayment of the loan would be on a 50/50 basis between Longford County Council and Longford Town Council.

The members paid tribute to all who had been involved in bringing the project to this stage.

Fix dates for Special Meetings of the Council to consider, in detail, the services of the Council.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor G. Brady, it was unanimously agreed that a special meeting and seminar be held at a suitable location on the 7th and 8th April 2005 to consider, in detail, the services of the Council as follows:-

(i) Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control 

Policy.

(ii) Transportation, Road Development and Maintenance and 

Road Safety Policy.

(iii) Water Services and Environmental Policies.

(iv) Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural

and Recreational Policies and Corporate Affairs.

Fix Date for March Meeting of the Council.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride, it was agreed that the March Meeting of Longford County Council be held on the 22nd  March 2006.

Draft Edgeworthstown Local Area Plan.

It was noted that the Draft Edgeworthstown Local Area Plan had been considered by the members from the Granard Electoral Area at a meeting held on the 

23rd January 2006.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle  seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was unanimously agreed to put forward for public consultation the Edgeworthstown Local Area Plan, as presented to the Council.

Draft Drumlish Local Area Plan.

It was noted that the Draft Drumlish Local Area Plan had been considered by the members from the Drumlish Electoral Area at a meeting held on the 

23rd January 2006.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Cahill (on behalf of Councillor M. Mulleady), it was unanimously agreed to put forward for public consultation the Drumlish Local Area Plan, as presented to the Council.

Request from An Post to Address a Meeting of Longford County Council.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, it was unanimously agreed that a deputation from An Post be received at the March meeting of the Council.

Pride of Longford Awards Scheme.

The Director of Services outlined the details of the proposed Pride of Longford Awards Scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was unanimously agreed to proceed with the Pride of Longford Awards Scheme.

Grants to Voluntary Organisations.

The list of Grants to Voluntary Organisations was circulated to the Members.

The members of the Council made a number of amendments to the list.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Mayor M. Kilbride-Harkin, the list of Grants to Voluntary Bodies was approved.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that no public liability claims had been received by the Council during the month of January 2006.

Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December 2004.

The Head of Finance outlined the details of the Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December 2004.

Annual Financial Statement 2005.

The Head of Finance outlined the details of the Draft Annual Financial Statement 2005 and replied to queries from the members.  

All members of the Council present complimented Mr. McDonald and his staff for the prompt production of the Annual Financial Statement for 2005.

Consideration of Excess Expenditure in 2005.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor B. Steele, approval to Excess Expenditure in 2005 – Programme Group 5 - was unanimously approved.

Development Levies.

It was noted that the allocation of Development Levies will be considered by the members at the next Area Meetings of the Council and that the Capital Programme and the allocation of Development Levies will be placed as an item on the Agenda for the March meeting of the Council.

The Head of Finance circulated the following returns to the members:-

1. Local Authority House Completions and Acquisitions 2000 – 2004.

2. Total Non National Road Grant Allocations notified to Local Authorities

excluding Local Improvement Scheme and other miscellaneous items

2005 – 2006.

      3.
      Local Government Fund Allocation 2005 – 2006.

Schedule of Uncollected Rates as at 31st December 2005.

On the proposal of G. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was unanimously agreed that each Councillor receive a schedule of uncollected rates in his/her electoral area.   

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 28th November 2005.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 28th November 2005 were noted.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Provision of Rural Houses.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor M. Cahill,

it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Report of the County Manger in accordance

with Section 179 of The Planning and Development Act 2000 in relation to proposals to provide Rural Houses at the following locations:-

· Tully, Longford (2 No. Dwellings).

· Aughnagarron, Granard.

· Cormaglava, Newtowncashel.

· Prucklish, Newtownforbes.

· Glebe, Legan.

· Rathmore, Ballymahon.

Notice of Motion.

Telecommunication Masts.

It was agreed to defer the following Notice of Motion in the name of  

Councillor P. Nolan to the March meeting of the Council:- 

“That this Council contact the Department of the Environment seeking clarification regarding the existing telecommunication mast and the fact that no permission needs to be granted for co-locating, a term used in a letter to this Council.   I am calling for an independent inspectorate, as most of those old masts are located in highly populated areas.”

General Correspondence.

Letter dated 12th January 2006 received from Balbriggan Town Council regarding unaccompanied asylum seeking children entering Ireland was noted.

Letter dated 23rd January 2006 received from Offaly County Council regarding Grant Aid under the Sports Capital Programme for the provision of Community Swimming Pools was supported by the members of Longford County Council.

Letter dated 5th January 2006 received from Clare County Council regarding support for the Feile Bia programme was noted.

Letter dated 23rd January 2006 received from Fingal County Council regarding the contribution being paid by Repak to local authorities was noted.

Letter dated 19th January 2006 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in connection with the Waste, Electrical, Electronic Equipment Directive was noted.

Letter dated 1st February 2006 received from Kildare County Council regarding speed limits on the N4 National Primary route was noted.

Letter dated 21st January 2006 received from P.J. Bradley, SDLP Assembly Member (South Down) regarding US Government’s Anti-Terrorism Legislation was noted.

Conferences.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) Enterprise Kiltullagh Ltd.

“21st Century Infrastructure for 21st Century Tourism”

The White House Hotel, Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon.

16th February 2006.

(ii) TJK Conferences Company Ltd.

“The Law of Defamation (Libel & Slander) as it Affects Councillors.”

Earl of Desmond Hotel, Tralee.

8th April 2006.

(iii) Dundalk Chamber of Commerce.

“Enviro Business ‘06”

R.D.S., Dublin.

8th and 9th March 2006.

(iv) Colmcille Winter School.

“Are Special Interest Groups Undermining Democratic Government in Ireland.”

24th – 26th February 2006.

Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, Letterkenny.

(v) Kadenza Consultancies.

“The Councillor and Civic Leadership”

3rd and 4th March 2006.

Raheen House, Raheen Road, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

(vi) East Coast & Midlands Tourism, Wicklow County Council

& Wicklow County Tourism.




“Celtic Tourism Conference – Achieving Excellence”




15th and 16th February 2006.

(vii) Association of County and City Councils.

“Annual Conference 2006”

Fairways Hotel, Dundalk, Co. Louth.

9th – 11th March 2006

(viii) Island of Ireland Peace Park.

“Pathfinding Conference”

3rd March 2006.

Regency Hotel, Swords Hotel, Whitehall, Dublin 9.

(ix) Local Authority Members Association.

“Local Government – Delivering the Future Now”

20th and 21st April 2006.

Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny.

(x) Nuclear Free Local Authorities Secretariat.

“8th Irish & UK Local Authorities Standing Conference on Nuclear Hazards”

23rd March 2006.

City Hall, London.

(xi) Irelands Children for Children and Adult Care Foundation.

7th February 2006.

Dublin.

(xii) County Longford Association in London.

Annual Dinner.

3rd February 2006.

(xiii) Tourism Conference.

Dunadry, Co. Antrim.

3rd to 5th February 2006.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 22nd March 2006.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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