LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 22nd March 2006 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell,

Sean O Fearghaile, Victor Kiernan, 

Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

APOLOGY:


An apology was received from 

Councillor Martin Mulleady.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. T. Caffrey, County Manager.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services.

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services.




Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services.




MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

WELCOME TO MR. TIM CAFFREY, COUNTY MANAGER.

The Mayor and members of the Council welcomed Mr. Tim Caffrey to the meeting and wished him every success in his new position as Longford County Manager.

Many tributes were paid to Mr. Roger Timlin for his work as Acting County Manager, since the retirement of Mr. Michael Killeen.

Mr. Timlin wished Mr. Caffrey every success and happiness in his new role and thanked the members for their kind words.   

Mr. Caffrey thanked the Mayor and members for their good wishes to him on his appointment.  He also thanked them for passing a resolution appointing him to the position of Longford County Manager.  He said that he is looking forward to working with the staff and members of the Council for the continued improvement of the County.  Quality customer care, value for money and improved infrastructure  are just some of Mr. Caffrey’s objectives.

Mr. Caffrey thanked Mr. Roger Timlin, the Management Team and staff of the Council for their support since he took up his new role.    He also thanked the former County Manager, Mr. Michael Killeen, for his assistance.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin,           

the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

15th February 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, 

the Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

20th February 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor L. Bannon,

the Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 

6th March 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

WATER SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Progress Reports:-          

Ardagh, Aughnacliffe & Ballinalee Sewerage Update.

Contract documents are being prepared by the consultants Nicholas O’Dwyer with a view to going to tender during 2006. Negotiations are ongoing with landowners for the purchase of land for treatment works and way leaves. 

The overall cost of the scheme, as estimated in the last Design Review Report, was €2.2 million. 

Longford Sewerage Phase 2 Update.

The Department have approved the Preliminary Report for the Longford Sewerage Scheme and in particular to the construction of a new Sludge Hub Centre in Longford Town and the expansion of the existing Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

In relation to the Feraghfad Extension approval for the Preliminary Report submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government is contingent on the review/amendment of the County /Town Development Plans for the areas in question.
Drumlish, Newtownforbes. 

In March 2006 the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government approved the Council’s Preliminary Report for the Drumlish and Newtownforbes Sewerage Schemes and also granted approval for the Council to proceed with the preparation of contract documents for the schemes.   The proposed works includes the construction of new wastewater treatment plants for the two towns, together with upgrading works to the collection systems.   In granting approval the Department have requested that the Council consider combining the Drumlish/Newtownforbes Scheme with the Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee Sewerage Schemes.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Mayor F. Kilbride seconded that a report on an alternative package type system for smaller schemes be prepared for the April meeting of the Council.   The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government’s policy regarding the allocation of funding for sewerage schemes to be included in the report. 

Kenagh Sewerage Scheme.

On 16th March 2006 the Council engaged E.G. Pettit Consultants to prepare Preliminary Reports for the upgrade of both Kenagh and Legan Sewerage Schemes.

Ballinamuck Sewerage Scheme.

Ballinamuck Sewerage Treatment works forms part of the Proposed 12 Villages Bundled Sewerage Scheme.  Consultants Nicholas O’ Dwyer have been appointed to carry out a Feasibility Study/Report in order to progress the Scheme.   This Report will determine the viability of proceeding with the proposed sewerage schemes in these villages.   It is anticipated that the Feasibility Report in respect of the 12 villages to include Ballinamuck will be available by late 2006/early 2007.   The Feasibility Study shall then be submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for their approval to proceed to Contract Document stage.
Mr. Timlin replied to various queries raised by the members.

Notices of Motions.

Drainage and Cleaning of the Abbeylara River.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“I am asking for an update from the Office of Public Works regarding the drainage and cleaning of the Abbeylara River through the Village.”


Mr. Timlin stated that with regard to the drainage and cleaning of the Abbeylara River, initial contact has been made with the Office of Public Works.   The OPW have requested a Report highlighting the drainage and associated problems and seeking funding for the necessary works.   This Report is currently being prepared and will be submitted to the Office of Public Works during April 2006.   The proposed works will involve cleaning and deepening the river within the village. 
New Fire Station for Edgeworthstown.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride.


“What is the up-to-date position with the new Fire Station for Edgeworthstown?”

Mr. Timlin stated that the Council are actively sourcing a suitable site in Edgeworthstown for the location of the proposed new Fire Station.   The Council are constrained by a number of parameters, which include geographic distance, site size and cost.  With regard to geographic distance, the proposed Fire Station must be located within a mile and a half from the place of residence of the fire crew in order to meet the requisite turnout time, currently 4.22 minutes.   In addition the site must be able to accommodate large fire tenders and must represent value for money.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

Training Programme for Elected Members of Strategic Policy Committees – Institute of Public Administration.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, referred to the Training Programme for Elected Members of Strategic Policy Committees which is taking place on Tuesday,

28th March 2006 at 9.30 a.m. in the Tullamore Court Hotel.

Mr. Sheridan asked the members to attend this important seminar if at all possible.

Any members wishing to attend the seminar should contact Ms. Anne Lee, Meetings Administrator.

Reception of Deputation from An Post.

Mayor F. Kilbride welcomed Mr. Padraig McNamara, Postmaster, Granard and 

Mr. Paddy McCann, Postmaster, Fairymount, Castlerea to the meeting.

Mr. McNamara informed the meeting that both he and Mr. McCann are representing the Irish Postmasters’ Union and he spoke to the members regarding their concern in relation to the demise of the Post Office network in Ireland.  He referred to the social dimension of the Post Office and the fact that the Post Office is a critical part of the social fabric of the local community.  The Irish Postmasters’ Union are making the following requests:-

· Post Offices, which due to demographics will never be commercially viable, should be brought within the criteria of a Public Service Obligation.    

· All paper based Post Offices be given the option of being computerised in order that their customers can get the same quality of service as the rest of the country.   

· The minimum income of all Post Offices be guaranteed at the same level as the legal minimum wage including all overheads. 

Mr. McCann asked that Longford County Council calls on the Minister for Social and Family Affairs to take immediate action to ensure that his Department makes the Post Office Network the provider of choice for all Social Welfare payments and that the Department ceases to oblige Social Welfare recipients to transfer to the bank.   Also that the Department give the option, in writing, to all those Social Welfare recipients who have been compelled to transfer to the bank to revert to the local Post Office.  

The Mayor and all members of the Council present agreed with Mr. McNamara and Mr. McCann and on the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council forward a resolution to the Taoiseach and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs stating that this Council fully supports the requests of the Irish Postmasters’ Union.

The County Manager stated that he wished to support the resolution passed at the meeting.  

Service Indicators 2005.

Mr. Sheridan outlined the details of the list of Service Indicators which had been issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to each local authority and referred to Longford County Council’s performance relative to the year 2004 and to other counties.   Mr. Sheridan stated that the results were very positive and that the Longford local authorities have performed strongly.

County Manager’s Report on submissions on Draft Newtownforbes Local 

Area Plan .

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, informed the meeting that this Report was prepared in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).     The Draft Plan was put on public display on the 13th January 2006 and notice was also given to the prescribed bodies and an advertisement was placed in the local newspapers.  The Report addresses the issues raised in the submissions received and makes recommendations as to how these should be incorporated into a Local Area Plan for Newtownforbes.

The purpose of the proposed Plan is to provide a detailed and coherent framework for the development of the town of Newtownforbes over the lifetime of the Plan, in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

A discussion took place regarding the proposal set out in the Draft Plan to zone an area of ground at the rear of Main Street exclusively for car parking purposes.

The Senior Planner indicated that following consultation, that this zoning has now been changed to residential with a 10% requirement for car park provision and a 10% green space requirement.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Manager’s Report on submissions on the Draft Newtownforbes Local Area Plan.

County Manager’s Report on submissions on proposed variation no.’s 4 – 8 of  Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, informed the members that Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, will deal with this item as he declared that he has a potential conflict of interest in relation to Variation No. 4, as he resides within the  area of variation.

Mr. Clarke stated that this Report has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000.   The Draft Material Variations were put on pubic display on the 3rd February 2006.  Notice was also given to the prescribed bodies and an advertisement placed in the local newspapers.  The Report addresses the issues raised in these submissions and makes recommendations as to how these should be incorporated, where appropriate, in the proposed variations.

The proposed material variations are outlined as follows:-

Variation No. 4 refers to Section 3.1.2 of the County Development Plan;

Section 3.1.2

Longford County Council proposes to make a variation of the Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 for the purposes of redefining the potential development area around Longford town boundary.

The proposed variation of Section 3.1.2 is to read:

The Town Council area is covered by the Longford Town Development Plan 2004.   The County Development Plan identifies land contiguous to the town and zones appropriate land for particular purposes outside the Town Council boundary.   The location of these zonings was selected to allow for the natural growth of Longford Town and is related to the existing zonings within the town boundary.   Lands adjoining Longford Town in the County Administrative area including those lands outside the Bypass shall generally be considered for development where appropriate to be assessed on a site by site basis, subject to the availability of services and compliance with the development control standards and other policies and objectives contained within this plan.

Variation No. 5 refers to Section 3.4.2.5 of the County Development Plan.

Section 3.4.2.5.

Longford County Council proposes to make a variation of the Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 for the purposes of including therein provisions for the consideration of non-agricultural development, such as residential/commercial /industrial development in certain circumstances outside designated settlements.

The proposed variation of Section 3.4.2.5 is to read:

Where an area of land is outside a settlement (i.e. an area not covered or proposed to be covered by a Local Area Plan or Village Policy Statement, as listed in Section 3.1.1 of this document) and is not otherwise zoned as part of this Development Plan or the Longford Town Development Plan, the use of such land shall be deemed to be primarily agricultural.   Primarily agricultural zoning provides for the agricultural use of the land and any ancillary uses, including residential.   

Other uses may be permitted, subject to assessment on a site by site basis and compliance with the development control standards and other policies and objectives contained within this plan.

The establishment of suitably small-scale industrial/commercial developments in rural area on family owned land and developments which would promote rural diversification, subject to relevant planning criteria, will also be encouraged.

Variation No. 6 refers to the insertion of text as Section 7.3(a) of the County Development Plan;

Section 7.3(a)

The purpose of this variation is to encourage Sustainable Rural Housing throughout the County and to secure the compliance of the Longford County Development Plan with the Sustainable Housing Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2005.

Section 7.3(a) is to read:

The Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009 will have regard to the Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines for Planning Authorities April 2005.

The principles set out in the guidelines require that new houses in rural area be sited and designed to integrate well with their physical surroundings and be generally compatible with:

(1) The protection of water quality in the arrangements made for on site waste

water disposal facilities;

(2) The provision of a safe means of access in relation to road and 

public safety;

(3) The conservation of sensitive areas such as natural habitats, the 

environs of protected structures and other aspects of heritage.

In regard to septic tanks, the Planning Authority will be positively disposed towards the use of septic tanks and/or with additional package treatment systems, where necessary, with Irish Agrement Board Certification.   In order to protect groundwater, all site suitability tests shall be carried out in accordance with the Environmental Protection Agency Waste Water Treatment Manuals – Treatment Systems for Single Houses 1999.

Variation No. 7 refers to Section 4.4.3.1. of the County Development Plan;

Section 4.4.3.1

The purpose of this variation is to promote the use of renewable energy and encourage energy efficiency throughout the County.

The revision of the text of section 4.4.3.1 is to read;

To facilitate and promote investigation and development of alternative and sustainable energy sources.

The Council consider the promotion of renewable energy and low energy/passive houses to be a high priority to help reduce global warming.  The Council will support initiatives that encourage energy conservation and reduce reliance upon non-renewable sources of energy, including schemes for wind energy, biomass, photovoltaics, solar thermal installations, heat exchange, geothermal etc.

Variation No. 8 refers to the insertion of text as Section 7.8(b) of the County Development Plan;

Section 7.8(b) Micro Wind Turbines.

The purpose of this variation is to promote the use of renewable energy and encourage energy efficiency throughout the County.

Section 7.8(b) is to read;

Micro wind turbines producing below 20 kilowatts for domestic purposes shall be considered favourably.   The following criteria shall apply:

· Not either individually or cumulatively, adversely affect the health or 

amenity of nearby communities.

· Be visually and environmentally acceptable

· Require minimum further construction to link readily into existing transmission lines;

Wind Turbines on wind farms individually producing in excess of 20 kilowatts of electricity are what are considered in the section below.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was unanimously agreed to  adopt the Manager’s Report on submissions on proposed variations no.’s 4 – 8 to Longford County Development Plan 2003 - 2009

Launch of public consultation phase of Village Policy Statement for Ardagh 

(variation no. 9 to Longford County Development Plan 2003 –2009)

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor P. Belton it was unanimously agreed that the Draft Ardagh Urban Conservation Plan and the Draft Ardagh Local Area Plan 2006 - 2012, as reviewed by the members of the Ballymahon Electoral Area, be put forward for public consultation.

Launch of public consultation phase of Village Policy Statement for Kenagh (variation no. 10 to Longford County Development Plan 2003 –2009)
On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor L. Bannon it was unanimously agreed that the Draft Village Policy Statement for Kenagh, as reviewed by the members of the Ballymahon Electoral Area, be put forward for public consultation.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that four public liability claims had been received by the Council during the month of February 2006.  The Council are denying liability in three of these claims.

Longford County Council’s Capital Programme 2006 – 2008.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed to defer this item to a future meeting of the Council.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Notices of Motions:- 

Telecommunication Masts.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor M. Nevin:-


“That this Council contact the Department of the Environment seeking  clarification regarding the existing telecommunication mast and the fact that no permission needs to be granted for co-locating, a term used in a letter to this Council.   I am calling for an independent inspectorate, as most of those old masts are located in highly populated areas.”

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, stated that Councillor Nolan’s resolution will be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that the regulations be amended so that planning permission is required for the erection of additional antennae on existing masts.

Wheelie Bins – Local Authority Houses.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly.

“That the Housing Section of the Council provides a wheelie bin to each of their Local Authority houses for their refuse and collection to be arranged with the local refuse collector in the area. The financing of these bins to be included in the tenant’s weekly rent.

Councillor Reilly agreed to defer this motion pending a report from the Environmental  and Housing Strategic Policy Committees on the issue.

Place Names for new Estates and Buildings – Councillor A. Mitchell.

The following Notice of Motion was deferred to the April Meeting.


“That this Council, in consultation with the Planning Department, shall adopt a procedure to agree place names for new estates and 
buildings with particular reference to promoting and preserving the heritage and history of County Longford and promoting the use of the Irish language.”

Notice in Writing – Rent Increases  -  Councillor A. Mitchell.

The following Notice of Motion was deferred to the April Meeting.


“That this Council agree that the housing section of Longford County Council shall, in future, give one months notice in writing to all Council tenants on rent increases which will apply to them following the rent review process.”

Presentation by Cunnane Stratton Reynolds (Planning & Design)-Proposed redevelopment of Tromra Road, Granard.

The Mayor welcomed Mr. Richard Butler, Planner and Landscape Archichect, Cunnane Stratton Reynolds (Planning & Design).  He also welcomed Ms. Teresa Duffy, Social Worker, and Ms. Carol McDermott, Estate Manager, to the meeting.

Mr. Butler outlined, in detail, the present condition of the estate.

The objectives of the plan are as follows:-

1. Housing Quality.

The houses and garden walls should all be of good quality, in good condition and well maintained.

2. Estate Layout/Open Space.

· Create a centre (with civic function) to consolidate /condense the estate.

· Define a use and therefore ‘ownership’ of open spaces – remove problem areas.

· Provision of open space for children’s play and adult’s leisure, in safety.

3. Roads and Parking.

· Ease of access and movement for pedestrians and vehicles, in safety – traffic calming, shared surfaces.

· Clearly defined as a semi-public (not public) network.

· Clearly defined parking for residents (and public).

4. Environmental Quality.

· Create an Estate Identity through landscape improvements.

· Entrance definition.

· Definition of public vs. semi-public, and private vs. semi-private.

5. Facilities.

· Provision of a Community Centre and play area.

On the proposed of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the proposals as prepared by Cunnane Stratton Reynolds (Planning & Design) and to have a costing of the proposed improvement works carried out and submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for approval.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ROAD SAFETY POLICY.

Minutes of Transportation, Road Development and Maintenance and Road Safety Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 24th October 2005.    

The Minutes of Transportation, Road Development and Maintenance and Road Safety Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 24th October 2005, which had been circulated to the members, were noted.    

Policy Issue:-

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following policy issue as recommended in report prepared by the Transportation, Road Development and Maintenance and Road Safety Policy Strategic Policy Committee, which was circulated to the members with the Agenda for the meeting:-

“Policy of Prioritisation of Roads in Longford in line with Regional Planning Guidelines and National Spatial Strategy.”

One exception to the above policy is Regional Road 392. 

Westmeath County Council having considered the Mullingar and Athlone link options have decided to prioritise the link which includes the Regional Road R392 to Ballymahon.   Longford County Council Roads and Transportation Strategic Policy Committee have noted this decision by Westmeath County Council and the associated planning restriction.  Longford County Council are currently awaiting a formal request from Westmeath County Council to include this proposal in the Longford County Council Development Plan.

Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Regulations  2001) in respect of 

J.V. Donoghue’s corner, Granard.

Mayor F. Kilbride welcomed Ms. Terrie Watson, Executive Engineer, to the meeting.

Ms. Watson stated that this Part 8 is for the realignment of the N55 in Granard.

The scheme was on display in the Council Offices in Longford and the Library in Granard from 4th January until 1st February 2006.

A public consultation day was held in Granard and it was very well attended.

The original plans included widening of the N55 at JVs corner, a one-way system down Moxham Street and up Market Street.  Also included were extensions to the yellow lines along Market Street, Moxham Street and Church Street.   An island was proposed at the end of the one-way system on Market Street.  The proposal did not include any changes to the parking on Main Street as was previously agreed as part of the Traffic Calming Scheme.

A total of 88 submissions and observations were made by individuals and organisations.

Following consideration of the submissions the scheme was amended.

The N55 is to be widened and realigned at the junction with additional signs and road markings to inform road users of sharp bend in road.

The footpath along the Dublin Road to be widened to improve safety for pedestrians and motorists.  Parallel parking for 10 cars to be provided along the Dublin Road.

A strip of the landscaping area (15m wide) to be used in the widening of the road.

A retaining wall to be constructed along the back of the new footpath along the front of the landscaping area.  The retaining wall and the existing wall of the first house in Church Street shall be clad in a material similar to the church.

There is to be no one-way system and no right turning movements from Main Street into Moxham Street.  Additional signs will be erected along Main Street prior to Market Street and Moxham Street to inform drivers.

The parking on Main Street is not changed.  The yellow lines on Market Street are not changed.

The area of the house demolished adjacent to the Ulster bank to be surfaced to provide some parking to improve safety.

Double yellow lines are to be introduced along the entire length of Moxham Street to enable it to operate effectively as a two-way road.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor P. J. Reilly, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Regulations  2001) in respect of  J.V. Donoghue’s corner, Granard, which had been circulated to the members.
Integrated Multi-Annual Scheme for the County to be Funded from Development Levies.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the integrated multi-annual scheme for the county to be funded from development levies as adopted by the Drumlish/Granard, Longford and Ballymahon Area Committees at their meetings held on the 28th February 2006, 

6th March 2006 and 9th February 2006 respectively.

Notices of Motions:-

Mobile Phones ‘Hands Free Kits’

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-


“That all vehicles should be fitted with mobile phone ‘hands free kits’
Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that arrangements will be made to write to the Department of Transport to inform that organisation of the adoption of the above motion.   In relation to Council vehicles, where such need is deemed appropriate, the issue of fitting the kits will be referred to the Insurance Risk Administrator for consideration by Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. 

Hedge Cutting  -  Councillor A. Mitchell.

The following Notice of Motion was deferred to the April Meeting.


“I ask the Roads Director to detail the Council’s policy on hedge cutting and to indicate what measures are taken by the Council to 
preserve the rich natural heritage contained in our roadside hedges.”

Special Roads Meeting.

Mayor F. Kilbride proposed and Councillor G. Brady seconded that a Special Roads Meeting of the Council be held at 2.30 p.m. on Monday, 3rd April 2006.

Correspondence.

Letter dated  February 2006 regarding the Padraig Pearse Award 2006 was noted.

Letter dated 9th February 2006 received from the Student Support Unit, Department of Education and Science, regarding the exclusion of S.S.I.A. income in the determination of eligibility for a Higher Education Grant was noted.

Letter dated 1st March 2006 received from Monaghan Town Council regarding the exclusion of S.S.I.A. income in the determination of eligibility for a Higher Education Grant was supported by the members.

Letter dated 20th February 2006 received from Portlaoise Town Council regarding entitlements of Medical Card Holders was supported by the members.

Letter dated 22nd February 2006 received from Waterford County Council regarding the Nitrates Directive was noted.

Letter dated 22nd February 2006 received from South Tipperary County Council regarding the purchasing of houses by tenants of the voluntary housing sector was supported by the members.

Letter dated 2nd March 2006 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in connection with farm plastics was noted.

Letter dated 8th March 2006 received from Cobh Town Council regarding a pilot scheme to train students in the life saving skill of Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation(CPR) in second level schools was noted.

Letter dated 13th February 2006 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the Moat in Granard was noted.

Letter dated 8th March 2006 received from the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism regarding maximum grant payable to local authorities – Longford Swimming Pool project was noted.

Conferences.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride,           the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

         (i)
Carlow Tourism.




“The Future of Our Past – The Role of Heritage & Culture in




Tourism Development”




Dolmen Hotel, Kilkenny Road, Carlow.




23rd and 24th March 2006.


(ii)
Natura 2000 Conference.




“Sustainable Development in Designated Areas.”




Manor West Hotel, Tralee.




31st March 2006.


(iii)
Cruachan Aĺ Heritage Centre.




“Charles O’Connor of Ballinagare Conference.”




Abbey Hotel, Roscommon.




7th to 9th April 2006.


(iv)
Kerry Literary & Cultural Centre.




“The Importance of the Arts in Urban Regeneration.”




The Listowel Arms Hotel.




20th and 21st April 2006.

(v) Ratoo Heritage Centre.

“Contribution to Protection of the Environment by Voluntary

Organisations.”

Golf Hotel, Ballybunion.

26th, 27th, 28th and 29th April 2006.

(vi) Sherkin Island Marine Station.

“The Cost of Waste Disposal”

Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork.

4th and 5th May 2006.

(vii) Newry & Mourne District Council; Belfast City Council and

Louth County Council.

“The Challenge of Change”

Canal Court Hotel, Newry.

5th to 7th June 2006.

(viii) Longford Association in New York.

Annual Dinner and St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

10th – 21st March 2006.

(ix) Training Programme for Elected Members of 

Strategic Policy Committees.

Tullamore Court Hotel.

28th March 2006.

(x) Celtic Tourism Conference.

Newtownmountkennedy.

15th and 16th February 2006.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th April 2006.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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