LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Monday, 24th July 2006 at 2.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paddy Belton, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Larry Bannon, Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannain, Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Peadar O Murchu, Peggy Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

APOLOGIES:

Councillor Seamus Butler





Councillor Michéal MacCnáimhí

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr. T. Caffrey, County Manager.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer

Mr. T. Rooney, Acting Director of Services

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anna Lane.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Cahill the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 21st June 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Cahill the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Longford County Council held on 28th June 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

WATER SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Progress Reports

Progress reports for the Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee Sewerage Schemes, the Longford Sewerage Phase 2 and the Drumlish, Newtownforbes, Kenagh and Ballinamuck Sewerage Schemes were circulated.

Cllr Mitchell suggested that perhaps reports of this nature could be circulated to the members in advance of the monthly meeting.  He also requested that a letter issue to the Town Council regarding the requirements of the Longford Sewerage Scheme Phase II for discussion at the Town Council September meeting.

Several members raised concerns about the bundling of sewerage schemes and the delays, which may follow as a result.  It was proposed by Cllr. A. Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. B. Steele that a message be sent to the Department stating that bundling may not suitable for Co. Longford.  The message to be sent is as follows: “The elected members of Longford County Council note the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government’s policy of bundling sewerage schemes for further approval and funding.  We believe that bundling is not appropriate for Co. Longford and should not affect or delay existing applications from Co. Longford before the Department.  We call on the Department to give Co. Longford a derogation from the bundling policy for sewerage schemes on all schemes before the Department which are awaiting approval.”

Cllr. S. Farrell expressed concern regarding the proposed bundling of 12 villages, stating that this was a large number of villages and that there would be difficulties.  He requested that the consultants present a feasibility report to the council and that the members be given the opportunity to provide their input.  This was proposed by Cllr. S. Farrell and seconded by Cllr. P. Nolan.

Mr. T. Caffrey explained that funding is a major issue and that it is Government policy to bundle the scheme.   He suggested that the above submission be made to the department requesting that schemes are not delayed as a result of bundling and that perhaps over the month of August that a meeting be scheduled with the Department to discuss the issue.  An update would then be provided at the September meeting.

Notices of Motions

Taking over Water Supply Scheme, Sewerage Scheme and Greeen Areas at Bord na Mona Housing Scheme at Lanesboro.

The following notice of motion was proposed by Cllr. A. Farrell and seconded by Cllr. M. Cahill: - 

“I wish to include the following notice of Motion on the July Agenda of the County Council.  That Longford County Council takes over the water supply scheme, the sewerage scheme and the green areas at the Bord Na Mona housing scheme at Lanesboro.”

Mr. T. Rooney explained that Bord na Mona had been in contact in June of this year in relation to the taking in charge of this estate. Discussions are ongoing and more will take place in September. Longford Co. Council will take in charge this estate from Bord na Mona when everything is fully rehabilitated.
Dublin City Council’s Plan to Pipe Water from Lough Ree.

The following notice of motion was proposed by Cllr. S. Farrell and seconded by Cllr. A. Mitchell: - 

“As one of the three Counties bordering Lough Ree, what is this Council’s attitude to Dublin City Council’s plan to pipe water from the Lake to the greater Dublin area.”

Mr. T. Rooney told the members that the consultants would be invited to make a presentation at the September County Council meeting.
Cemetery Spaces in Killashee Parish.

The following notice of motion was proposed by Cllr. S. Farrell and seconded by Cllr. L. Bannon: - 

“I propose that the County Council writes to the Department of the Environment to seek funding for the provision of cemetery spaces in Killashee parish.”

Mr. T. Rooney explained that the Department never fund the provision of cemetery spaces.  Longford Local Authorities programme for the Provision of Cemeteries is funded from two primary sources, Council own resources and fees arising from the sale of burial plots.  He also stated that they have written to the Parish Priest who is currently out of the country and he hoped to have a further update for the September meeting.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

Update on the Ballymahon Library Project

Mr. T. Caffrey stated that he had met with the Library Counsel and had also been in touch with the Department and hoped to receive some positive feedback shortly.  He stressed that Library projects are a priority, in particular Ballymahon, Edgeworthstown and Granard and he complemented the library staff acknowledging that some of their working conditions are not ideal.

Grant Approval – Social and Community facilities Capital Scheme 2006

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Kilbride Harkin and seconded by Cllr. F. Kilbride that the Social and Community facilities Capital Scheme 2006 be approved.  Mr. F. Sheridan told the members that €120,000 is available to the Council for 2006 and he would provide a full report at the September meeting.

Consideration of County Manager’s Report on submissions on Draft Kenagh Local Area Plan

On the proposal of Mayor Belton seconded by Cllr. M. Cahill, it was agreed to adopt the County Manger’s Report on submissions on the Draft Kenagh Local Area Plan.

Mayor Belton requested and it was agreed that a statement regarding a retirement village and the possibility of one off housing for landowners’ family members should be included.

Consideration of County Manager’s Report on submissions on Draft Ardagh Local Area Plan.

On the proposal of Cllr. M. Cahill seconded by Cllr. L. Bannon, it was agreed to adopt the County Manger’s Report on submissions on the Draft Ardagh Local Area Plan and Conservation Plan.

Consideration of County Manager’s Report for proposed amendments of draft Edgeworthstown Local Area Plan.

On the proposal of Cllr. F. Kilbride seconded by Cllr. J. Coyle, it was agreed to adopt the County Manager’s Report for the proposed amendments to the draft Edgeworthstown Local Area Plan.  Mr. F. Sheridan stated that the Local Area Planning Process would now recommence for Edgeworthstown.

Cllr. A. Mitchell proposed and was seconded by Cllr. M. Kilbride-Harkin, that a Manager’s report be brought firstly to the area committee and then back to the full council.

Fix special meetings for consideration for County Manager’s report for Ballinalee and Granard draft Local Area Plans – noted.  Reports to be issued.

Cllr. P.J. Reilly and Cllr. M. Kilbride Harkin requested that another meeting be scheduled for Granard as many people had missed the meeting due to an error with the original time.  They also stressed that this error was not the Council’s fault.  Mr. F. Sheridan explained that the process was a statutory one and operates within strict timeframes.

Consideration of disposal of old Post Office building.

On the proposal of Cllr. V. Kiernan seconded by Cllr. F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of old Post Office building, containing 0.003 hectares or there about at Main Street, Longford to Trustees of Midland Design Services Ltd Pension Fund, No. 2 Church Street, Longford, in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 6th of July 2006.

Consideration of disposal of site at Lisnamuck, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Cllr. F. Kilbride seconded by Cllr. V. Kiernan, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site, containing 3 no. cluster units containing 0.174 hectares or there about at Lisnamuck, Co. Longford to Irish Prison Services, SIAC Buildings, Monastery Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 2, in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 6th of July 2006.

Nomination of member of Longford County Council to the Midland Regional Drugs Task Force

On the proposal of Cllr. Maura Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Mayor Paddy Belton it was agreed to nominate Cllr. Gerry Brady to the Midland Regional Drugs Task Force.

Notice of Motion:-

Extra Gardai for Ballymahon.

The following notice of motion was proposed by Cllr. B. Steele and seconded by Cllr. L. Bannon: -

“I propose more Gardai for Ballymahon.   We welcome the increase from three to four.   But as a growing town, we need to have a station open twenty four hours, seven days a week.   Also, I propose we seek a properly monitored C.C.T.V. system, i.e. C.C.T.V. cameras located in different locations around the town and linked to the Garda Station for monitoring.  I believe that it works well elsewhere.”

Several of the members supported this motion.  Cllr. S. Farrell stated that the need was obvious due to the increase in the level of serious crime in the area.  He was also concerned that Ballymahon may be seen as an easy target.

It was proposed by Cllr. B. Steele and seconded by Cllr. A. Farrell that a South Longford Area Committee meeting should take place to discuss an effective system.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that there were no public liability claims during June 2006.

Higher Education Grants Scheme 2006.

Mr. McDonald explained that the scheme was not yet available but suggested that it be adopted in principle to prevent any delays in processing applications and payments.  This was proposed by Cllr. J. Coyle and seconded by Cllr. B. Steele.

Cllr. A. Mitchell stated that the delay was unacceptable and that such a view should be communicated to the Department this was seconded by Cllr. B. Steele.  Cllr. A. Mitchell also suggested that perhaps another open day/evening on HEGs be held.

Notices of Motion

Councillor Seamus Butler.

Rates on Childcare Facilities.

“I wish to include the following notice of Motion on the July Agenda of the County Council.  That Longford County Council requests the Minister of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to permit each Local Authority to waive, or zero rate, Community and Owner Operated Childcare Facilities. That this motion, should it passed by Longford County Council, be circulated to all other Local Authorities.”

Deferred until September meeting.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy  Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 27th March 2006.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 29th May 2006 were noted.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications, which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council, was submitted and noted.

Sinn Fein Memorial – Lanesboro.

Mr. Clarke provided an update stating that the Road Design Section had confirmed that the unauthorised development is not a traffic hazard.  He also stated after seeking legal advice, Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 does not apply and that any decision to grant or refuse a consent is an Executive function.

Having regard to the nature of the development and the treatment of other varying memorials at other locations in County Longford, it is now proposed to grant initial consent to Sinn Fein to make the planning application to retain the unauthorised structure.

Cllr. A. Mitchell stated that when the time came, that he would be submitting his observations.  He also requested that a policy regarding trespassing and memorials be formalised.

Consideration of disposal of properties in Corry Park, Newtownforbes, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Cllr. F. Kilbride seconded by Cllr. D. Glennon, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of properties on Notice issued on the 10th of July 2006 pursuant to the requirements of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 – properties are in Corry Park, Newtownforbes, Co. Longford.
Notices of Motion

Repairs to Council Housing Stock.

The following notice of motion was proposed by Cllr. L. Bannon and seconded by Cllr. P.J. Reilly: -

“I wish to include the following notice of Motion on the July Agenda of the County Council.  That Longford County Council employ additional maintenance staff to carry out very necessary repairs to our council housing stock.”

Mr. Clarke explained that there is an embargo on staff numbers and that contractors carry out all emergency repairs, within a limited time frame.  He also explained that Longford County Council spends on average a half a million euro per year on maintenance and that value for money had to be considered.  He also stated that the housing standards in Longford are very high when compared to other Counties.

Mr. T. McDonald also stated that in addition to the maintenance spend, a further €300,000 is spent per year on the window and door scheme.

Mr. T. Caffrey explained that a spend of over €1million per year is one of the highest in the country and believes that there is a greater need for matched funding.

Several of the Councillors felt that 4 maintenance staff members were not enough to cover the entire County.  Mr. Clarke did say that it would be given consideration when preparing the next budget

Wooden Pailing at Devine Crescent, Edgeworthstown.

The following notice of motion was proposed by Cllr. J. Coyle and seconded by Cllr. F. Kilbride: -

“I wish to include the following notice of Motion on the July Agenda of the County Council.  That Longford County Council replace all the wooden pailing in Devine Crescent, Edgeworthstown.”

Mr. J. Clarke referred to the programme for estate rejuvenation set out at the last meeting and stated that Devine Crescent is included in this programme.

Facia Board on the Office of Public Works in Devine Crescent, Edgeworthstown.

The following notice of motion was proposed by Cllr. J. Coyle and seconded by Cllr. F. Kilbride: -

“I wish to include the following notice of Motion on the July Agenda of the County Council.  That Longford County Council replace the facia board on the Office of Public Works in Devine Crescent, Edgeworthstown.”

Once again Mr. J. Clarke referred to the rejuvenation programme as mentioned above.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Letter dated 19th June 2006 received from Lakeland Dairies regarding measures to collect farm plastics that have been purchased from Lakeland Dairies outlets was noted.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

On the proposal of Cllr S. Farrell seconded by Cllr L. Bannon, it was proposed to extend a vote of sympathy to family of James (Sam) Casey, Derraghan, Kenagh.

CONFERENCES.

On the proposal of Cllr L. McEntire seconded by Cllr M. Kilbride-Harkin, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) Kadezna Consultancies.

“Local Government and the Arts”

24th – 26th August 2006

The Silver Tassie Hotel, Milford Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

(ii) Department of Government, UCC

“Perceptions of Women in Politics”

7th July 2006

O’Rahilly Buildings, University College Cork.

(iii) Association of Irish Regions

“9th Annual Conference – Sustainable Energy – The untapped Resource of Our Regions”

6th October 2006

The Radisson SAS Hotel & Spa, Ballincar, Rosses Point Road, Sligo.

(iv) William Carleton 

“William Carleton Summer School”

7th – 11th of August 2006



Corick House Hotel, Clogher.


(v) General Humbert Summer School

“Celebrating Humbert at 20 and Davitt’s Centenary”

17th - 20th of August 2006

Ballina, Co. Mayo

(vi) Neil T. Blaney – Autumn School 2006

Conference Theme: “What is Republicism”

13th – 14th October 2006


Letterkenny Institute of Technology

(vii) The MacGill Summer School and Arts Week 2006

Theme – “The Soul of Ireland – Issues of Society, Culture and Identity”

16th – 21st July 2006

Glenties, Co. Donegal   

(viii) Limerick County Council

“Kilmallock Town Conference”

24th – 25th August 2006

Limerick County Council, The Court House, Kilmallock, Co. Limerick

(ix) 
19th John Hewitt International Summer School Hewitt Society


24th – 28th July 2006


The Market Place Theatre & Arts Centre, Armagh


(x)
Waste Management Conference.



Donegal.



24th and 25th April 2006.


(xi)
River Shannon Authority.



Conference in Limerick.



27th April 2006.

(xii) Arts Conference.

Listowel, Co. Kerry.

11th and 12th May 2006.


(xiii) National Business Forum.

Dublin.

11th May 2006.

(xiv) Longford Association Dinner Dance.

Dublin

1st and 2nd April 2006.

(xv) Association of County & City Councils.

Dundalk.

9th – 11th May 2006.

(xvi) Training Programme for Elected Members of SPC’s.

Dublin.

6th May 2006.

(xvii) Irish Public Bodies A.G.M.

Burlington Hotel, Dublin.

25th May 2006.

(xviii) Newry District Council.

“Challenge of Change Convention”

5th – 7th June 2006.

(xix) “Architecture in the Public Service”

Westport.

8th and 9th June 2006.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anna Lane,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 20th September 2006.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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