LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Conference Room, Camlin Court, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 28th June 2006 at 5:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Mayor Frankie Kilbride

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, Sean Farrell, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peter Murphy, Michéal MacCnáimhí, 

Peggy Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. T. Caffrey, County Manager

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance

Mr. C. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. T. Rooney, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:             Ms. Anna Lane

The outgoing Mayor, Frank Kilbride expressed his thanks to the Members of the County Council, the County Manager, the Directors of Services, the Meetings Administrator and the staff of the County Council for their work and co-operation over the last year.  He paid special tribute to Mr. Michael Killeen, former County Manager and Roger Timlin, Acting County Manager for their help and support.  Mr. Kilbride also thanked the local media – the Longford News, the Longford Leader and Shannonside for their coverage of events during the previous twelve months.  He referred to the many highlights during his year as Mayor of Longford County Council including the Inner Relief Road at Edgeworthstown and the opening of the latest housing scheme in Edgeworthstown.  Mayor Kilbride also warmly welcomed the return from illness of Councillor Martin Mulleady, whom he referred to as a great colleague.  He was delighted to hear that he had recently received some very good news regarding his health.

The Members of the Council congratulated the outgoing Mayor on his very successful year, stating that he was an excellent ambassador for the County.  They also paid tribute to his diligence and hard work, recognising the fairness in which he had conducted the business of the Council over the previous twelve months.

Mr. Caffrey, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council welcomed back Councillor Martin Mulleady, complimenting him on his bravery and courage.  He then thanked Mayor Kilbride for his great work during the year, stating that a Mayor is the face of a Council and that Mayor Kilbride had been a very positive face for Longford County Council.  He also referred to the many highlights of his year, congratulating him on the opening of the Inner Relief Road at Edgeworthstown.  He also wished him and his family health and happiness for the future.

ELECTION OF MAYOR:

It was proposed by Councillor S. Farrell and seconded by Councillor A. Farrell that Councillor Paddy Belton be elected Mayor of the Council.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Glennon and seconded by Councillor J. Coyle Glennon that Councillor S. Butler be elected Mayor of the Council.

A vote was taken on the proposals and resulted as follows:-

For Councillor Paddy Belton        

Councillors:-
L. Bannon, P. Belton, G. Brady, A. Farrell, M. Farrell, S. Farrell, V. Kiernan, F. Kilbride, M. Kilbride-Harkin, A. Mitchell, P. Murphy, M. Nevin and P. Nolan 




Total:
13

For Councillor Seamus Butler

Councillors:-
S. Butler, M. Cahill, J. Coyle, D. Glennon, L. McEntire, M. Mulleady, P.J. Reilly and B. Steele




Total: 8

Councillor Paddy Belton was thereby elected Mayor of the Council until the date of the Annual Meeting of Longford County Council in 2007.

The chain of office was formally conferred on Councillor Paddy Belton by the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Frank Kilbride.

Councillor P. Belton stated that it was a great pleasure to become Mayor and to be the first Belton in the Chair in this century.  He also welcomed the challenge of his new position and compared it to that of a Team Captain.  The team comprising of the County Manager, the Directors, the staff and the Members of Longford County Council.  He said that it was his intention to constantly promote County Longford and he hoped he could contribute towards making Longford an even better place to live.  He extended his best wishes to the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Frank Kilbride, stating that he would be a very hard act to follow.  He also stated that he was looking forward to working with the County Manager, his staff and the Members of the Council in the year ahead.

Councillor P. Belton thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Mayor of the Council for the coming twelve months.  He also thanked Councillor S. Butler.

The Members joined in wishing Councillor P. Belton every success during his term of office as Mayor.

The County Manager on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council joined with the elected Members in their expressions of congratulations to Councillor Paddy Belton and wished him well in the year ahead as Mayor of Longford County Council.  He stated that he was glad to be on the same team and offered his full support and that of all the staff to Mayor Belton during his term of office.

ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

It was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan           that Councillor Victor Kiernan be elected Deputy Mayor of the Council.

It was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor L. McEntire        that Councillor P.J. Reilly be elected Deputy Mayor of the Council.

A vote was taken on the proposals and resulted as follows:-

For Councillor V. Kiernan

Councillors:- 
L. Bannon, P. Belton, G. Brady, A. Farrell, S. Farrell, V. Kiernan, F. Kilbride, M. Kilbride-Harkin, A. Mitchell, P. Murphy, M. Nevin and P. Nolan

.




   
Total: 12

For Councillor P.J. Reilly

Councillors:–
S. Butler, M. Cahill, J. Coyle, D. Glennon, L. McEntire, M. Mulleady, P.J. Reilly and Barney Steele




 Total: 8
Councillor M. Farrell was absent when the vote took place.

Councillor V. Kiernan was elected Deputy Mayor of the Council until the date of the Annual Meeting in 2007.

Councillor V. Kiernan thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Deputy Mayor of the Council for the coming twelve months.

The Members joined in wishing Councillor V. Kiernan every success during his term of office as Deputy Mayor.

Councillor P.J. Reilly thanked his proposer and seconder and congratulated Councillor V. Kiernan on being elected Deputy Mayor.

The County Manager on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council joined with the elected Members in their expressions of congratulations to Councillor Victor Kiernan on his election as Deputy Mayor and wished him every success.

TIME AND DATE OF MEETINGS:-

Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that the monthly meeting of Longford County Council continue to be held on the third Wednesday of each month.  After some discussion on alternative times Councillor P. Belton proposed and was seconded by Councillor S. Butler, that the meetings commence at 3:30pm and that they should last no longer than 3 hours.  Councillor S. Butler also requested that presentations relating to certain areas be made to the relevant area Councillors only.

SPECIAL MEETING

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that Joe Martin and Jim Reilly from the Health Services Executive be invited to a special in committee meeting to take place before the July meeting from 3:00 to 3:30p.m.  The purpose of the meeting would be to update the Members on the status of the casualty unit at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Longford in light of the recent introduction of the MIDOC service, which they welcomed.  However, they were dissatisfied that the operational hours of the casualty service had been reduced.  If they are unable to attend then a suitable representative should be made available.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________


 Anna Lane

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th July, 2006.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor
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