LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Area Councillors 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Monday, 20th March 2006 at 2.00 p.m. to consider the Draft Urban Conservation Plan and Draft Local Area Plan for Ardagh 2006 – 2012 

and the Draft Kenagh Local Area Plan 2006 – 2012.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton,  

Mick Cahill, Sean Farrell and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:            Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.




           Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.




           Ms. Kirsty Murphie, Temporary Planner.




           Ms. Clare Bannon, Temporary Assistant Planner.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

Ardagh  -   Draft Urban Conservation Plan.

Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, stated that the Draft Urban Conservation Plan defines the special qualities and architectural and historic interest which warrant Architectural Conservation Area designation for Ardagh.

Ms. Kirsty Murphie, Temporary Planner, referred to the following:-

· Monuments and Protected Structures.

· Ardagh’s historical and architectural importance.

Recommendations:-

· Conservation:

· Retain historic street pattern, important views and vistas and traditional

materials.

· New works:

· New development should be appropriate to the surroundings, 

incorporating typical features.

· Enhancement:

· Monuments should be well-maintained. 

· Appropriate pavement surfaces, signage and public amenity litter bins

should be used.

· Re-opening of the Heritage Centre.

· Native tree planting.

Ardagh  -   Local Area Plan 2006 – 2012.

Ms. Murphy stated that the Draft Village Policy Statement has been prepared under Section 3 of the Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009.

Aims of the Local Area Plan.

· Protect integrity of the village whilst sustaining and augmenting the 

population.

· Implement the recommendations of the Conservation Plan.

· To provide guidance and direction for those proposing to develop

lands within the Village.

The following issues were discussed in detail:-

· Population and Demography   -  Mr. Mac An Bheatha referred to the Regional Planning Guidelines.  It is recommended that no additional land is zoned residential.
· Importance of Design  -  design must be in keeping with the style of the village.
· Zonings – residential, buffer zones, community/recreational, protected visibility area.

The members agreed that the Draft Ardagh Urban Conservation Plan and the Draft Ardagh Local Area Plan 2006 - 2012, as reviewed by the members of the Ballymahon Electoral Area, be put forward for public consultation, subject to the approval of the members of Longford County Council at Monthly Meeting of the Council to held on the 22nd March 2006.
Draft Kenagh Local Area Plan.

Ms. Clare Bannon, Temporary Assistant Planner, stated that the Draft Kenagh Local Area Plan has been prepared as a Village Policy Statement in accordance with the statutory requirements of the Planning and Development Act 2000.   The purpose of the Plan is to inform the general public, statutory authorities and developers and other interested bodies and to set out a framework for the future development of the town over the Plan period 2006 – 2012.

The strategic objectives of the Plan were outlined as follows:-

1.
To set out a clear framework for the sustainable development of Kenagh.

2.
Identify sufficient, suitable land for future development.

3.
Protect and preserve the character of Kenagh.

4.
Stimulate development within the town.

The following issues were discussed in detail:-

· Population and Demography   -  Mr. Mac An Bheatha referred to the Regional Planning Guidelines.  It is recommended that no additional land is zoned residential.
· Village Functions -  Service centre for the rural hinterland, providing educational, religious, commercial, employment, financial and administrative functions for the village and the surrounding area.   Given the population growth of the town, it is important that there is adequate lands provided for the expansion of amenity and community facilities.
· Built and Natural Environment  -  opportunity to strengthen entrances into Kenagh.   Open space provided by the Mosstown Estate.    The Harman Memorial Clock which is an attractive landscape feature.  The street elevations consist mainly of nineteenth century buildings – strong and symmetrical in design.   Development within the streetscape should enhance the character and identity of the settlement.    There are structures worthy of protection within Kenagh.
· Village Walkway and Extended Walkway.
· Areas of Improvement  -  The old St. Dominic’s Parochial Hall.   Old Garages on the Cartron Road.  O’Boyle’s Bar.
· Development Policies – development strategy and sustainable development, housing, retail/commercial, enterprise and industry, tourism, transportation and movement, recreation, amenity and open space, village centre-renewal and environmental improvements, preservation and conservation, education and community facilities, energy 
The members agreed that the Draft Kenagh Local Area Plan, as reviewed by the members of the Ballymahon Electoral Area, be put forward for public consultation, subject to the approval of the members of Longford County Council at Monthly Meeting of the Council to held on the 22nd March 2006.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th April 2006.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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