LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Meeting of Granard Area Councillors 

held in the Goldsmith Suite, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Tuesday, 11th April 2006 at 2.30 p.m.  to consider the Draft Granard Local Area Plan and the Draft Ballinalee Local Area Plan.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Martin Farrell,  Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, and P.J Reilly.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.




           Ms. Kirsty Murphie, Temporary Planner.




           Ms. Clare Bannon, Temporary Assistant Planner.
APOLOGIES:

Mayor F. Kilbride and Councillor James Coyle.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

DRAFT GRANARD LOCAL AREA PLAN 2006 – 2012.

Ms. Clare Bannon, Temporary Assistant Planner, outlined the reasons why the previous Granard Local Area Plan was not made as follows:-

· Numerous submissions were received regarding the previous Granard Local Area Plan.

· Many of the submissions led to substantive material changes within the Plan.

· Good practice requires that such material changes should have an appropriate and adequate public consultation phase.

· This was not achievable with the restrictive timeframe outlined in Section 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, and the subsequent amendments.

· In order to achieve good practice and appropriate consultation with the public, it is recommended that the previous Granard Local Area Plan was not made and the process restarted.

The Draft Granard Local Area Plan has been prepared in accordance with the statutory requirements of the Planning and Development Act 2000.   The purpose of the Plan is to inform the general public, statutory authorities and developers and other interested bodies and to set out a framework for the future development of the town over the Plan period 2006 – 2012.

The following issues were discussed in detail:-

· Local Character

· Public Realm.

· Proposed Architectural Conservation Area.

· Areas of Improvement.

· Development Policies.

· Zoning Map for the town of Granard.

· Granard Townscape Appraisal.

The members agreed that the Draft Granard Local Area Plan, as reviewed by the members of the Granard Electoral Area, be put forward for public consultation, subject to the approval of the members of Longford County Council at Monthly Meeting of the Council to be held on the 19th April 2006.
It was noted that the Draft Granard Local Area Plan will be forwarded to the Environmental Protection Agency to ascertain if the Plan requires the preparation of a Strategic Environment Assessment.

DRAFT BALLINALEE LOCAL AREA PLAN 2006 – 2012.

Ms. Kirsty Murphie, Temporary Planner, introduced the Draft Ballinalee Local Area Plan 2006 – 2012.

The Draft Ballinalee Local Area Plan has been prepared in accordance with the Longford County Development Plan 2003 – 2009, National and Regional Guidelines.

The aims of the Plan were outlined under the following headings:-

· Demographic Profile.

· Local Character.

· Public Realm.

· Development Policies.

· Zonings

The members agreed that the Draft Ballinalee Local Area Plan, as reviewed by the members of the Granard Electoral Area, be put forward for public consultation, subject to the approval of the members of Longford County Council at Monthly Meeting of the Council to be held on the 19th April 2006.
It was noted that the Draft Ballinalee Local Area Plan will be forwarded to the Environmental Protection Agency to ascertain if the Plan requires the preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th April 2006.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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