LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of  Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 16th May 2007 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paddy Belton, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, 

Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile, 

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

APOLOGIES:          

Councillor Frank Kilbride     
       
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen,  Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor D. Glennon, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Quinn family, Greagh, Drumlish on the death of   Maggie Brady.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Glennon family, Cranley, Edgeworthstown on the death of  Lilly Glennon.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Belton seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Murphy family, 

6 Cartron Road, Kenagh on the death of  Kevin Murphy.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Belton seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Carberry family, Glanmore, Kenagh on the death of  Vinny Carberry.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Belton seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Kelly family, Island Road, Kenagh on the death of  Kieran Kelly.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Belton seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Carey family, 

Commock, Moydow on the death of  Paddy Carey.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Belton seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of congratulations be extended to the Longford Senior Football team on defeating Westmeath in the first round of the Bank of Ireland Leinster Senior Football Championship match in Pearse Park on the 13th May 2007.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Belton seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of congratulations be extended to the teachers and transition year students from Scoil Mhuire, Longford and Moyne Community School on receiving the “Making our Community Better” Award at the “Young Social Innovators of the Year 2007” awards which were held in Dublin recently.   Their project “Strengthening the heartbeat of the community”  also earned them third place in the overall awards.

As the Transition Year students had made presentations at both the County Council and Town Council meetings in April on the area/topic of heart disease and the use and importance of Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and the use of defibrillators, it was agreed that both Councils hold a joint reception to honour them on their achievement.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was also agreed that students from St. Christophers School be honoured for becoming the National Winners of the “Active Schools Award” in their category.  The “Active Schools Award” is run in conjunction with the Department of Education and Science and the Mayo Education Centre.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan,           

the Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

2nd April 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan,           

the Minutes of Monthly  Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

18th April 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that a report be prepared for the June meeting of the Council outlining the number of planning applications received/refused/appealed etc. since January 2007.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that no public liability claims had been received by the Council during the month of April 2007.  

Notice of Motion:

Waiver Schemes.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan:-

 ‘That subject to the approval of the Minister for the Environment,  Heritage & Local Government, Longford County Council hereby adopts  a Rates Waiver Scheme which will allow the Waiver of Rates for the following categories:  

1. Community and Owner operated Childcare Facilities    

2. Hardship cases in all other categories of Rateable Properties.”

Councillor Butler agreed to amend the motion as follows:-

‘That subject to the approval of the Minister for the Environment,  Heritage & Local Government, Longford County Council hereby adopts  a Rates Waiver Scheme which will allow the Waiver of Rates for the following categories:  

3. Community operated Childcare Facilities    

4. Hardship cases in all other categories of Rateable Properties.”

The Head of Finance gave an assurance to Councillor Butler that all childcare facilities will be considered as a special case if a waiver of rates is sought from the Council.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE, CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.

Job Losses at Kimball Electronics.

The members expressed disappointment at the announcement that Kimball                Electronics is to cut their workfoce at the Longford plant.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that he will seek a meeting with I.D.A. Ireland and with the executive of Kimball Electronics to ascertain if Longford County Council can be of any assistance. 

Closure of Glanbia.

The members also expressed disappointment at the announcement that Glanbia in Rooskey is to cease production on Friday, 18th May 2007.

All members agreed that the management of Glanbia plc. be requested to sell the premises in Rooskey to Enterprise Ireland for the provision of an industrial park.

Abbeyshrule Airfield.

Councillor Nolan referred to the following Notice of Motion which was adopted at meeting the Council held on the 21st March 2007:

“That this Council supports and facilitates the placing of a Midland Regional Airport at the existing Air Strip at Abbeyshrule and drive this issue forward, crossing party lines with courage and determination.

Mr. Sheridan stated that Longford County Council is awaiting a letter of commitment from the owners of the Airfield.  When same is received a working group will be formed to investigate Councillor Nolan’s proposal to provide a Midland Regional Airport at the existing Air Strip in Abbeyshrule.



Withdrawal of Aulin Drug.

Councillor Nolan expressed concern regarding the withdrawal of the Aulin Drug from chemists. 

Councillor Nolan proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that the Council write to Professor Brendan Drumm, Chief Executive Officer, Health Services Executive and to the Minister for Health requesting that legislation regarding the safety of prescription drugs be strengthened.

Ballymahon Library.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, informed the meeting that approval has been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to proceed to Stage 3 of the Project, i.e. Detailed Design – Tender Action and Report.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL SERVICES.

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 26th February 2007.             

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 26th February 2007 were noted.          

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

County Manager’s report on Submissions received in respect of Longford
County Retail Strategy 2007 – 2015.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor B. Steele, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the County Manager’s report on Submissions received in respect of Longford County Retail Strategy 2007 – 2015.

Recommendation of Housing and Planning Strategic Policy Committee to adopt draft policy on enforcement of unauthorised advertisements.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor M. Nevin, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the recommendation of the Housing and Planning Strategic Policy Committee to adopt draft policy on enforcement of unauthorised advertisements.

It was agreed that an advertisement be placed in the local papers regarding this policy and that the matter be also considered by Longford Town Council

Report of the County Manager in accordance with Section 179 of The Planning and Development Act 2000 in relation to proposals to provide rural dwellings-

On the proposal of Councillor B. Steele seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the report of the County Manager in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 in relation to proposals to provide dwellings at the following locations:-

· Ohill, Drumlish, Co. Longford.

· Knockavegan, Kenagh, Co. Longford.

· Lisryan, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford.

· Kiltybegs, Carriglass, Co. Longford.

· Churchquarter, Granard, Co. Longford.

· Rathbracken, Granard, Co. Longford.

Information Seminar for Planning Agents.

The Director of Services informed the meeting that an Information Seminar for Planning Agents will be held in the Longford Arms Hotel on Thursday,

31st May 2007.   This Seminar is being held to update Planning Agents on recent Planning Regulations issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. All members of the Council are welcome to attend.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Mayor P. Belton seconded that the Council write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that it be made compulsory that planning application notices be placed in a newspaper circulating in the area and also that the print size be increased in planning application notices in local papers.

CORPORATE, ENVIRONMENTAL, EMERGENCY, RECREATION AND AMENITY SERVICES.

Draft Irish Language Scheme.

The Longford Local Authorities Draft Irish Language Scheme prepared under 

Section 11 of the Official Language Act 2003 was noted.

Fix Date for Annual Meeting of the Council.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Mayor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that the 2007 Annual Meeting of Longford County Council be held at 4.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 20th June 2007.

It was also agreed that the June Monthly Meeting be held at 3.30 p.m. on Monday,

18th June 2007.

Report on Service Indicators 2006.

The Report on Service Indicators 2006, which has been submitted to the Local Government Management Services Board, was noted.

The members complimented Ms. Barbara Heslin, Financial Management Accountant, on her excellent work in bringing this report together.

Notices of Motions:-

Responses from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“As no response from the Department of the Environment was issued in response to three separate requests.

1. The lifting of the embargo on staffing at the Council.

2. That the asbestos water pipes are safe to the end user, the

people of our County.

3. Funding to fast forward all works both with the Department 

and those recognised by this authority as essential.

I am requesting an urgent meeting with the Minister on those issues.”

It was agreed that the Director of Services will write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding these issues.
Councillor Nolan requested that it be recorded in the Minute of the meeting that she was not pleased with remarks made to the media following the meeting of the Council held on the 18th April.

H.S.E. Residence at Marion Avenue, Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor S. Farrell:-

“I wish to call on our local H.S.E. representatives to impress upon the H.S.E. the importance of the new residence at Marion Avenue,
Ballymahon.  It will bring back Level D patients to their own 
community and make it easier for their relatives to visit them.  I call on H.S.E. to make the funding available to run this house.”

It was noted that Longford County Council’s representatives on the Regional Health Forum, Dublin-Mid Leinster have placed this matter as a joint notice of motion for the next meeting the Regional Health Forum

Lack of Broadband in Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor L. McEntire:-

“That we ask representatives from Eircom to a meeting of Longford County Council regarding lack of Broadband in Ballymahon.”

It was agreed that the Council will invite Eircom representatives to a meeting of the County Council.

It was also agreed that Eircom be requested to remove all discarded poles from the sides of the roads in the County.

Playground for Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor S. Farrell:-

“What is the up-to-date position on a Playground for Ballymahon. When will work commence?”

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that details of the design of the playground have been agreed.    Discussion to resolve Health and Safety issues is current.   It is anticipated that works will commence on site within five weeks or so, and that completion will be achieved by the end of July next.

Ballymahon Area Strategic Plan.

The Director of Services updated the meeting in relation to the Ballymahon Area Strategic Plan under the following headings: -

· Develop an Area Strategic Plan with a Timeframe of 20 years for Ballymahon Town and Environs

Multi-functional Team to Formulate the Plan

· Desk Study, Surveys & Preliminary Document

· Pre-consult with Appropriate Statutory Bodies and Community Representative Groups

· Consult with Public Representatives

· Consult with General Public

· Refine Plan

· Cost Plan

· Council Adoption of Plan

· Incorporation into Development Plan

Edgeworthstown Cemetery.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill:-

“That the footpaths in Edgeworthstown Cemetery be brought up to the standard we see in other cemeteries, and that we now commence development of the land we have in Edgeworthstown for the extension of our cemetery as the space in our present one has got scarce.”

It is proposed to upgrade footpaths in Edgeworthstown Cemetery in the current year.   It is also proposed to undertake a Part 8 (Planning & Development Regulations 2001) process in respect of the cemetery extension as soon as staff resources permit.

Drumlish Cemetery.

Councillor M. Mulleady expressed concern regarding the small number of plots remaining in Drumlish Cemetery.

INFRASTRUCTURAL SERVICES.


PROGRESS REPORTS:-

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, circulated a Project Status Report to the members which outlined details of the Council’s Water Services Capital Investment Programme and the current stage of each scheme. 

Mr. Timlin informed the meeting that approval for the strategic review of the Longford Central Water Supply Scheme has been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.   The Council will now proceed to the preparation of the contract document stage.  

It is anticipated that the Scheme will take approximately two to three years.  However, works to source some new well supplies in advance of this timescale are expected to make an impact on the water supply before the completion of the above scheme.      

Retirement of Mr. Paddy Healy, Waterworks Caretaker.

Councillor S. Farrell wished Mr. Paddy Healy, Waterworks Caretaker, all the best in his retirement and spoke regarding the outstanding service which Paddy has given to Longford County Council.

Sewerage Problem at Abbeycartron.

Councillor P. Nolan raised a question regarding a problem with sewerage at Abbeycartron, and Mr. Timlin agreed to have this matter examined.

N4 Mullingar to Longford Scheme, Amended Section 85 Agreement .

The members welcomed the announcement that the that the N4 Mullingar to Longford scheme will be extended to meet the Newtownforbes By-pass at Tomiskey and it is anticipated that a dual carriageway will be provided the entire length of the route.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Murphy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Amended Agreement between Longford County Council and Westmeath County Council in accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 14 of the roads Act 1993.

Health and Safety Authority – Improvement Plan.

Mr. Timlin updated the members in relation to Longford County Council’s Improvement Plan as it pertains to the Roadworks Scheme for 2007.

Progress Report on E.S.B. connections.

Representatives from the E.S.B. have been requested to attend a Joint meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council 

CORRESPONDENCE.

Letter dated 13th April 2007 received from Mr. Pat O’Loughlin, Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. regarding Professional Indemnity Insurance and Personal Accident Scheme – Elected Members was noted.

Letter dated 30th April 2007 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Councillors’ expenses was noted.

CONFERENCES.

On the proposal of Councillor V. Kiernan seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, he following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) CIPFA Annual Conference & Exhibition.

“Modern Public Services – Are We There Yet?”

12 – 14 June 2007.

Bournemouth International Centre.

(ii) National Association of Councillors

“Breaking Down The Barriers to Local Government

Equality & Opportunity Conference”

29th June – 1st July 2007.

Crown Spa Hotel, Scarborough.

(iii) A Journey of Remembering – Island of Ireland Partnership.

“Pathfinding Conference in Flanders and the Somme.”

Novotel Centrum, Ieper, Belguim

14th to 17th September 2007.

(iv) Kadenza Consultancies Ltd.

“Effective Communications for Councillors.”

Bellingham Castle Hotel, Castlebellingham, Co. Louth.

8th to 10th June 2007.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 18th  June 2007.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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