LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of  Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 18th April 2007 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paddy Belton, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, 

Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile, 

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Alan Mitchell, 

Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

APOLOGIES:               
Councillors L. McEntire and F. Kilbride.       
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen,  Director of Services.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

Presentation.

At 3.00 p.m. a presentation was given by Ms. Eunice Langley of DARA Ireland  on the following issue:-

The area/topic of heart disease and the use and importance of Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and the use of defibrillators. Ms. Langley was aided by Transition Year students from the County.

All members present agreed that defibrillators should be provided in the local authority offices and in the branch libraries throughout the county.   Also, that V.A.T. on defibrillators be abolished.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Sheridan family, Camlisk, Edgeworthstown on the death of Yvonne Sheridan.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor A. Farrell, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Skelly family, Ballagh, Newtowncashel on the death of Thomas Skelly.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor V. Kiernan, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Walshe family, Rathcronan, Granard on the death of Thomas Walshe.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 

Councillor V. Kiernan, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Mulligan family, Larkfield, Mullinalaghta, on the death of 

Thomas Mulligan..

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
Amendment of Minute of Meeting held on the 21st March 2007.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Mayor P. Belton seconded the following amendment  in Page 14 of the Minute of the 21st March 2007:-

Chairpersons of Strategic Policy Committees.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Brady and seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan:-

“That consideration be given to the rotation of the Chairpersons of the four Strategic Policy Committees.”

It was agreed that the following changes take place from the 1st April 2007:-

Transportation, Road Development & Maintenance & Road Safety Policies:

Chairperson
-
Councillor Larry Bannon (not Councillor Gerry Brady as stated

                                                                               in Minute of 21st March 2007.)

Water and Environmental Services Policies.

Chairperson
-
Councillor Gerry Brady. (not Councillor Larry Bannon as 

                                                                              as stated in Minute of 

                                                                              21st March 2007.)

From the 1st July 2007:-

Housing & Building & Social Policy, Planning & Building Control Policy:

Chairperson
-
Councillor Victor Kiernan.

Economic, Urban and Rural Development, Cultural and Recreational Policies.

Chairperson
-
Councillor Barney Steele (will remain as Chairperson)

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor G. Brady,           

the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

21st March 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE, CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.

Notices of Motion.

Upgrade Bus and Train Station at Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan:-

“I call on Bus Eireann and Iarnrod Eireann to upgrade their bus and train

station at Longford and provide extra parking for their customers and a 

safer environment for passengers.”

It was agreed that officials from Bus Eireann and Iarnrod Eireann be requested to address a meeting of Longford County Council regarding these issues.

Re-Opening of Royal Canal.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor M. Nevin:-

“Now that the Royal Canal is reopening for navigation to Clondra in 2008,

Longford County Council calls on Waterways Ireland to put in place works, as a matter of urgency, to re-open the Longford Town spur from Clondra, including the re-opening of the Harbour on Market Square. 

Furthermore, Longford County Council calls on all the other Local Authorities on the entire Royal Canal route, and other Agencies such as Midlands East Tourism, Chambers of Commerce etc, to strongly support this motion.”

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, recommended that a Focus Group be formed to investigate this proposal.  The following Councillors were nominated to the Focus Group:-

Mayor Paddy Belton, Councillors – Seamus Butler, Adrian Farrell and Barney Steele.


It was noted that Longford Town Council has also nominated members to the Focus Group.

TWINNING  -  Lanesborough with Lanesborough, Massachusetts.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, referred to correspondence received from Shannonside Heritage, Lanesborough, County Longford regarding proposals to enter into twining arrangements between Lanesborough, County Longford and Lanesborough, Massachusetts, U.S.A.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Mayor P. Belton it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council supports Shannonside Heritage in entering into arrangements for the twinning of Lanesborough, County Longford with Lanesborough, Massachusetts in accordance with Section 75 of the Local Government Act 2001.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that no public liability claims had been received by the Council during the month of March 2007.  

Consideration of overdraft accommodation of €5.5m for half year ending 

31st December 2007.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to approve of overdraft accommodation of €5.5m. for half year ending 31st December 2007.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

CORPORATE, ENVIRONMENTAL, EMERGENCY, RECREATION AND AMENITY SERVICES.

Presentation by Mr. Enda Thompson, Project Co-ordinator, Shannon River Basin Project regarding “Significant Water Management Issues” Report.
Mayor P. Belton welcomed Mr. Enda Thompson, Project Co-ordinator, Shannon River Basin Project to the meeting.

Mr. Thompson outlined the details of the report on Significant Water Management Issues, under the following headings:-

· Water Framework Directive and Irish Water Policy Regulations.

· Overall objective of Water Framework Directive.

· Additional objectives.

· River Basin planning process.

· Water Management Issues in the Shannon IRBD.

· European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations.

· Water quality.

· Point discharges from UWTT (nationally)

Mr. Thompson replied to queries raised by the members.

DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT 2006.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Annual Report for 2006.

 Notices of Motions:-

Fire Service in the Village of Drumlish.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by  Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor S. Butler:-

“I wish to seek funding for the provision of a fire service in the Village of Drumlish, as we have no service in the north/west of the County, servicing the Drumlish Electoral Area.”

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that he will write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that a fire service be provided in the Village of Drumlish.

Provision of Toilets and Changing Rooms at Fitzpatricks Shore, Lough Gowna, Mullinalaghta.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“I wish to put a Motion forward to the meeting for the Council to provide toilets and changing rooms at Fitzpatricks Shore, Lough  Gowna, Mullinalaghta.  There are no facilities at the shore for the National Water Safety courses for the children during the Summer months and to provide facilities for the general public.

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that maintenance of public toilets in a hygienic and safe condition is likely to be prohibitively expensive and not cost-effective.   Even in areas frequented by the public on a regular basis, such facilities have attracted vandalism and other disturbing unsocial behaviour.    As a result, public toilets in many locations remain locked and unavailable to the public.   This matter should be referred to the Strategic Policy if further and more detailed discussion is required.  

It was agreed that a temporary facility would be put in place for the duration of  the childrens’ swimming lessons which are held during the summer.

INFRASTRUCTURAL SERVICES.


Progress Report on E.S.B. connections.

A meeting of Longford County Council with officials from the E.S.B. is being organised.  The members outlined various areas in the County which need to be connected to public lighting.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS:

Safety of Water Supply in the County.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Mayor P. Belton:-

“In the interest of health and safety, I seek to have all monies for water projects and the remaining processes fast tracked.   The water supplies to be monitored by Environmental Health Officers until then. This is to ensure the absence of Cryptosporidiosis and to reassure the service users.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that any fast tracking of water services infrastructure will be very welcome.  Longford County Council recently applied for substantial additional funding under the Rural Water Programme to improve drinking water quality but with limited success.

An extensive monitoring programme as prescribed by EC (Drinking Water) Regulations (S.I. No. 439 of 2000) is in place in Longford.  The monitoring/sampling is carried out by the HSE on an agency basis for Longford County Council.  

In the Drinking Water Regulations (S.I. 439 of 2000) routine testing for cryptosporidium is not required.  However, Clostridium Perfringens is specified as an indicator organism and is subject to regular monitoring in supplies with surface water sources or sources influenced by surface water and if present may indicate the presence of cryptosporidium.

Further testing is then carried out to determine if cryptosporidium is present.  If found to be present Longford County Council will then issue boil water notices, etc.  This has not occurred in Longford to date.

In addition a protocol is in place where public health officials notify Longford County Council of cryptosporidiosis cases suspected to be caused by water borne parasites.

Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a grant be put in place to bring older septic tanks up to current day standards.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan:-

"To ask the executive to provide a report on the risk of cryptosporidium in the County Longford water supply, the reasons for these risks, what measures are being taken by the Council to reduce the risks, what action needs to be taken, what capital expenditure is needed and to seek a deputation, as a matter of urgency, with the Minister for the Environment Heritage and Local Government to ask him to sanction the necessary capital expenditure to eliminate the risk of cryptosporidium in the county's water supply". 

Mr. T. Timlin stated that a cryptosporidium risk assessment was carried out on all our Regional water supply schemes in accordance with the European Communities Drinking Water Regulations 2000 (S.I. 439 of 2000) and details forwarded to the EPA.  The risk assessment indicated that all our supplies are very high risk.  The risk assessment determines the vulnerability of surface and ground water supplies to cryptosporidium.

A methodology involving a relatively simple quantitative scoring system that assesses the risk by identifying the factors for the potential for cryptosporidium being present in the water supplies was used.  The methodology involves assessing surface water supplies separately from groundwater supplies.  For both types of supply a catchment risk score and a treatment/supply score is calculated separately and then the two scores for each type are added and population weighted to give a final score.

Longford County Council are currently examining measures available to them to reduce the risk score for the various sources.  These may include revisions to agricultural practices within the catchment areas and revision to current water treatment practices.

The Capital expenditure required is that associated with the schemes that are presently with the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government seeking approval to prepare contract documents.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Murphy seconded that the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government be requested to receive a deputation from Longford County Council regarding this issue.

CONFERENCES.

On the proposal of  Councillor V. Kiernan seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly.

8th Annual Conference – Regional Governnance.

20th April 2007.

Killashee House Hotel, Naas.

(ii) Confederation of European Councillors.

“The Role of Local and Regional Government in North-South

Economic Co-operation.”

27th April 2007.

Mount Errigal Hotel, Letterkenny.

(iii) Byrne Perry Summer School.

“1916 – 1923 War, Civil War, Fallout”

29th June to 1st July 2007.

Christian Brothers School, Wexford Street, Gorey.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  16th May  2007.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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