
LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of  Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Monday, 18th July 2007 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Peggy Nolan, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 
Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, 
Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile, 
Victor Kiernan, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 
Luie McEntire, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 
Alan Mitchell, Peadar O Murchu, P.J Reilly, 
Michéal MacCnáimhí and Barney Steele. 
APOLOGIES:          

Councillors Frank Kilbride and Martin Mulleady
IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. Gerry Gillen, A/Director of Services.





Ms. Nora O’Farrell, A/Director of Services.





Mr. David Turbidy, A/Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Mary Cooney

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Mayor P. Nolan, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Sheridan family, Granard, on the death of Terry Sheridan.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Breaden family, Edgeworthstown, on the death of Dolores Breaden.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin, seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 18th June 2007 were confirmed and adopted.  

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin, seconded by Councillor B. Steele, the Minutes of Annual General Meeting of Longford County Council held on 20th June 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

Amendment to Minutes of 18th June 2007

Councillor A. Mitchell requested the minutes be amended to show his apologies, as he was not present at that meeting.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

Equality Authority Action

In reply to a query from Councillor A. Mitchell regarding the action by the Equality Authority, the County Manager responded that processes have since been put in place in relation to Equality Authority and in relation to interviews.

Bonuses To Longford County Council Officials

In reply to a query from Councillor A. Mitchell, the County Manager confirmed that performance awards had been paid to the Directors of Longford County Council for 2006.

According of Civic Honours

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle, seconded by Councillor B. Steele, it was unanimously agreed that that a Civic Reception should be held at which Mr. Albert Reynolds, former Taoiseach, would be honoured for the contribution made by him to the Northern Ireland Peace Process. 

The County Manager confirmed that the coordination of arrangements relating to the holding of the Civic Reception would be dealt with by the Corporate Affairs Department.

Mayor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that Mr. Albert Reynolds be granted the Freedom of the County as an acknowledgement of his contribution to the Peace Process.

CORPORATE, ENVIRONMENTAL, EMERGENCY, RECREATION AND AMENITY SERVICES.

Notices of Motions:-

Development of Towpaths on the Royal Canal

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor M. Nevin and unanimously agreed by the Members:

“That this Council contacts Waterways Ireland with a view to ensuring inclusion in their plans to transform all towpaths into a world class cycle network on the Royal Canal.    This inclusion would, I believe, enhance Longford as a tourist destination.”

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor B. Steele seconded that a joint meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council be held with officials from Waterways Ireland.

It was agreed that the Director of Services will write to Waterways Ireland regarding this issue.

INFRASTRUCTURAL SERVICES

Progress Reports on Capital Scheme Water Services Investment Programme 2005 - 2007

Mr. David Turbidy, A/Director of Services, updated the members as follows:-

Edgeworthstown Sewerage (Nutrient Reduction)

The purpose of this scheme is to provide phosphorus removal equipment at the existing treatment plant and carry out some refurbishment work. A second phase will increase the treatment capacity of the plant but is not needed at this time.  EPS Ltd have been awarded contract. Value €0.5 Million.  On- site works to be completed on site in September 2007.

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme- Reservoir and Pipelines

This scheme will provide a new 10,000 cu.m. Reservoir at Knockahaw to serve Longford Town and environs, a new watermain to connect it to the existing service reservoir at Prucklish and some new distribution mains in Longford Town. Tenders have been received on the 22nd Feb. Report on Tenders submitted by consultants in June and forwarded to DoEHLG for approval. 
Construction was due to commence later in August of this year but will be delayed until September/October due to period of time required to evaluate Tenders.  

Ballymahon Regional Water Supply Scheme

The preliminary report for this scheme has been submitted to the DoEHLG seeking approval to prepare contract documents. The recommendation is that the treatment plant be upgraded, a larger link and a new reservoir located at Kenagh and that the scheme be linked to the Lanesboro- Newtowncashel supply. The estimated cost is €4.2m. with a local contribution of €1.05m. the DoEHLG has returned a request for further information to be considered before approval is sanctioned.

Drumlish, Newtownforbes, Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee Sewerage Scheme

These villages have been bundled together for contract and operational purposes. There will be three contracts as follows. It is intended to procure the above scheme using three contracts as follows;

Contract 1
Collection network for Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee

Contract 2
Collection network for Drumlish and Newtownforbes

Contract 3
Treatment Plants for all the above schemes, procured through a design, build operate process

Contract 1 is scheduled to be advertised in July 2007 with construction to start in December 2007. Contract 2 is scheduled to be advertised in August 2007 with construction to start in March 2008. Sites for Waste Water Treatment Plants and Pumping Station Sites are negotiated with landowners and are currently in Legal transfer process. Collection Network Systems have been delayed for 2 months due to design and pipeline route changes which have necessitated further wayleave negotiations to occur with landowner. 2 No. Wayleaves are now to be issued in Ballinalee and Ardagh. 1 No. Pumping Station to be finally agreed in Drumlish and Wayleave agreements for outfalls are now ready to be issued following completion of Site investigation Contract. When these are finalized the part 8 planning process can take place and will come before the Council.
Granard Regional Water Supply Scheme Strategic Review
The Preliminary Report for this scheme has been submitted to the DEHLG for approval and to proceed to contract document stage. The main work proposed is to carry out improvements at the treatment works, construct a new watermain to supply the existing reservoirs and to extend the network to serve an area of the scheme to the North of Granard. The estimated cost is €6.3m. with a local contribution of €1.9m.

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme Strategic Review

This is now with the DoEHLG and we are seeking approval to prepare contract documents to development a major groundwater source to the north of the town, improve the treatment capacity of the Lough Forbes Water Treatment Plant and improve the level of service to the Edgeworthstown and Ballinalee areas through increased storage and supply mains. The estimated cost of the full scheme is €18m. with a local contribution of €3.9m. When this scheme is implemented it will solve the supply and quality problems that are presently affecting this scheme.

Longford County Council have now received Official Departmental approval to prepare Contract Documents for a new Rising Mains the  Water Treatment plant to Prucklish Reservoir, 5,000 m3 reservoir at Prucklish, Improvements  to the Lough Forbes Plant and Development of  the groundwater source at Clonbalt/Cloonanny Glebe to yield in phase 1 approx. 1,000m3 of water per day. 

As an addendum to the above major project is the advance groundwater development at  Moneylagan and Rathcline (Lanesborough). This contract has been tendered and awarded to Response Engineering Ltd.  This advance works contract which is scheduled for completion in December is set to deliver an additional 1,000 – 1,500 m3 of water to offset and sustain future short term demand in the Longford Central Supply Network.

Longford Sewerage Phase 2

Approval has been received to prepare contract documents subject to the prior preparation of a local area plan for the area. Consultants are to be appointed to prepare Area Plan. The estimated cost is presently €4.6m with a local contribution of €2.76m. The level of contribution is high because the DEHLG has said the scheme will be funded as a serviced land initiative where a 60% local contribution is required. This scheme is mainly located in the administrative area of Longford Town Council. While the Town Council will benefit from implementation of the scheme the level of development levy for water services presently set by the elected members of that authority is not adequate to fund the local contribution required and the burden for funding it will eventually fall to non-domestic water users in the county and town and the local government fund.

Longford Sludge Management

Longford County Council has received departmental approval to prepare contract Documents for the construction of a new Sludge Hub Centre at the Longford Waste works. Implementation will be in conjunction with planned improvements at the Treatment Plant and delivered as an overall DBO project. The estimated cost is €1.5m with a local contribution of €0.92m.

Lanesborough Water Supply Stage 1

Contract documents are presently being prepared. An advance well has been bored and will be brought into service by December 2007 (Please refer to section above). The current estimated cost is €6.0m. with a local contribution of €1.5m. In light of the risk associated with vulnerable groundwater sources to Cryptosporidium outbreak., full water treatment will now be required with reclassification of this project to a Regional Water Supply Scheme and expand the scheme to include the Newtowncashel water supply. 

Longford Grouped Towns and Villages Sewerage Scheme Feasibility Study

The DoEHLG has rejected WSIP funding been made available for this scheme based on departmental funding criteria threshold of €10,000 per house. However some of the schemes (3 No.) are eligible.  The Council has been advised to pursue a SLi type funding program which will be considered by the DoEHLG and also to investigate public private partnership agreements with local developers to deliver the infrastructure. Ballinamuck sewerage scheme which is included in the 12 Village Sewerage Scheme feasibility study is one such scheme that is been currently progressed in this format.

Kenagh and Legan Sewerage Schemes

A feasibility report has been prepared and recommends the provision of a new treatment plant to treat the discharge to a high standard. This is necessary because of the characteristics of the receiving water. The estimated capital cost is €1.05m for the Kenagh scheme and €1.15 m for the Legan scheme. This project has been included in the assessment of need submitted to the DoEHLG. It is hoped that it will be included in the next water services investment programme for the year 2007-09 to be announced by the DoEHLG in 2007. 

Longford Town Sewerage Scheme- Network and Waste Water Treatment Plant Review 

A new brief for this scheme has been prepared under the new form of contract for public works contracts for appointment of consultants. Approval has been given to prepare contract Documents for the improvement works to the Waste Water Treatment Plant under a DBO with the sludge hub centre. Also included in the scope of this project is approval to prepare a Preliminary Report to look at improvements to the existing foul network serving the town and storm water overflows.

Water Conservation Scheme

The water conservation and Leakage detection project has proved very successful and has yielded major savings in UFW (unaccounted for water) primarily in the Longford, Lanesboro DMA’s. 

The Council made a submission to the DEHLG for funding of   €17.4 m. to replace defective watermains in the Town and County with a Phase 1 proposal for €6.0m. An allocation of €5.0m was approved with local funding of €1.0m. Currently contract documents are been prepared for the Network Rehabilitation Contracts and are scheduled to go out to Tender in December 2007. 

This will include work in Longford Town and environs costing €4.8m. and replacement of mains in Fermoyle, Polladoey and Foss at a cost of €1.2m. This allocation will facilitate road improvements in Longford town and replace watermains in rural areas that are subject to frequent bursts. 

The members welcomed the progress made in driving the Water Services Investment Programme forward, as it represents major investment to improving services throughout the County.  Mr. T. Caffrey, County Manager stated that the report represents significant works at major cost.  While schemes are being pushed through the DoHELG, development levies are also being used to service loans for these schemes.  

Health and Safety Authority – Improvement Plan

Mr. T. Caffrey, County Manager, updated the members in relation to Longford County Council’s Improvement Plan.  

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that the Quarterly Report on Water Monitoring and a status report on Health & Safety issues pertaining to the Roadworks programme 2007 be prepared and presented at the September meeting of the Council.

Mayor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that the letter seeking a meeting with Minister Dick Roche, be resubmitted to the new Minister for the Environment.

Mr. D. Turbidy, A/Director of Services and the County Manager responded to further questions raised by the members on the following matters:

· Condition of road at Richmond Street, Longford.

· Supervision of works by developers during construction.  The County Manager agreed to have the matter at Lisbrack Downs examined.
· Grass and hedge cutting.

· Condition of roads at Cartron Road, Kenagh.

· Water pressure at Church Quarters, Granard. Mr. D. Turbidy, A/ Director of Services agreed to have the matter examined.

· Correspondence to the Dept regarding the Granard Regional Water Supply Scheme Strategic Review be followed up.

· The road from Piper Cross to Ballinamore Quay be repaired. Proposed by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Mayor P. Nolan.

Consideration of Longford County Council, Draft (O'Callaghan Terrace, Granard) Parking Bye-Laws 2007.

Ms. Marie Kenny, Senior Staff Officer, informed the meeting that the Parking Bye-Laws for O’Callaghan Terrace are necessary following legal advice to restrict parking in that area.  The bye-laws had already been reviewed by the Area Committee and put forward for public consultation in May 2007.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, it was agreed to adopt the Parking Bye Laws 2007 for O’Callaghan Terrace Granard.

Notices of Motions:-

The following notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Mayor P. Nolan.

“That Longford County Council seek a meeting with the management of Lough Ree Power, Lanesboro, to discuss progress with the repairs of the plant at Lanesboro Power Station.”   

Councillor A. Farrell stated that with the demolition of the old station, there may be a surplus of 60 acres of land at the site and suggested that Longford County Council investigate to find out what land might be available for the future potential development of the area.

Mr. T. Caffrey, County Manager confirmed that Longford County Council would request a meeting with officials from Lough Ree Power Station.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE, CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.

Proposal to nominate members of Longford County Council to Focus group to consider proposal to provide a Midland Regional Airport at the existing Air Strip in Abbeyshrule.

Ms. Nora O’Farrell, A/Director of Services outlined the proposal to establish a working group consisting of elected representatives, appropriate agencies and a representative of the owners of Abbeyshrule Airfield, to consider the feasibility of developing a Midlands Regional Airport at this location.  It was recommended that membership be kept to an optimal number with F. Sheridan, Director of Services; Michael Nevin, CEO of Longford County Enterprise Board and Kevin Kidney of Failte Ireland 

It was agreed that the following Councillors be nominated to the Focus Group:-

Mayor Peggy Nolan.  

Councillor Mick Cahill – proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Councillor A. Farrell.  

Councillor Larry Bannon – proposed by Councillor G. Brady and seconded by Councillor L. McEntire.

Nomination of one member of Longford County Council to the Board of Backstage Theatre.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell, seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was agreed to nominate Mayor Peggy Nolan (in her role as Councillor) to the Board of Backstage Theatre.

Amenity Area for Drumlish

Councillor G. Brady proposed that Longford County Council look to enter into negotiations for the purchase of 4.5 acres of land close to Drumlish village, that could be developed as an amenity area for the local community. Councillor L. McEntire supported the motion.

Abbott Laboratories, Longford

Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a meeting be sought with the management of IDA and Enterprise Ireland to discuss the position of jobs at Abbott Laboratories in Longford.  The County Manager responded that Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services has already been in contact with the IDA regarding this issue.
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims

It was noted that three Public Liability Claims had been received by the Council during the month of June 2005.

Higher Education Grants Scheme 2007

The Higher Education Grant Scheme (previously circulated) was noted.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance informed the members that the threshold for income limits increased by 3% and the level of maintenance grant increased by 10% from the previous academic year.

The Head of Finance responded to questions raised by the Members.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY

Planning Applications

The list of planning applications that had been received since the previous meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Concern was raised by the members regarding planning applications for telecommunication masts and the importance of applicants meeting new minimum regulations.

Consideration of the Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Strategic Policy Committee that Longford County Council employ a dedicated team of staff to deal with the issue of anti-social behaviour in our local authority estates.

The members supported the proposal that a dedicated team to deal with anti-social behaviour be set up and requested the Manager to make funding available to deal with the whole issue of anti-social behaviour. It was suggested that an Anti-Social Behaviour Unit could be co-ordinated between Longford Town and Longford County Councils.

Variation of County Development Plan

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services responded to questions raised by the members on the proposed variation to the County Development Plan

Councillor A. Mitchell asked whether a draft of the local area plan for the Southern environs of the county could be available for the September meeting and requested a special meeting be held in September.  The Director of Services responded that there are statutory timeframes for the development of a Local Area Plan, and while he could not commit to September, the statutory timeframes are being met.

The Director of Services responded to questions by the members on the following issues:-

· Progress on St. Matthews Park Housing estate.

· Opening of houses at Kenagh.

CORRESPONDENCE

Letter dated 25th June 2007 received from the Office of the Minister for Finance, and reply thereto, in relation Longford County Council’s proposal for rates waiver scheme was noted.

Correspondence submitted by Mayor Peggy Nolan  - “Irish Parents for Beslan” was noted.

RETIREMENT OF MS. VERA O’SULLIVAN

Councillor A. Farrell wished Ms. Vera O’Sullivan, School Warden, all the best in her retirement and spoke regarding the outstanding service that Ms. Sullivan has provided to Lanesboro over the years.

CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Mayor P. Nolan, seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, the following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:  

(i) The Parnell Society.

The Parnell Summer School 2007 – “Continuity and Change in Irish Culture, Society and Politics.”

Avondale House and Forest Park, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow.

12th – 17th August 2007.

(ii) A Journey of Remembering.

Island of Ireland Peace Park.

Pathfinding Conference.

Novotel Centrum, Ieper, Belguim.

5th – 8th October 2007.

(iii) Tipperary Remembrance Trust.

Remembrance Weekend and Conference.

Thurles, Co. Tipperary.

28th, 29th and 30th September 2007.

(iv) Seanchai, Kerry Literary & Cultural Centre, Listowel, Kerry.

Annual Conference – “Developing Local Heritage for Tourism Purposes”

Listowel Arms Hotel, Listowel, Co. Kerry.

6th & 7th September 2007.

(v) International Federation of Parks and Recreation Administration.

21st IFPRA World Congress, RDS, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4

3rd – 6th September 2007.

(vi)
Longford Association in New York


13th to 19th March 2007.

(vii)
River Shannon Basin Annual Meeting


Athlone


19th June 2007.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Mary Cooney,

             A/Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th September 2007.

Signed: _______________

            Mayor.
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