LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 19th December 2007 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Peggy Nolan, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Frank Kilbride, 

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

APOLOGY:


Councillor Luie McEntire,
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.

Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.




Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady,           

the Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

5th November 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor  V. Kiernan,           

the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

21st  November 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan,           

the Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

26th November 2007 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady  seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady,           

the Minutes of Adjourned Finance Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on 28th November 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the November meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, replied to queries raised regarding the renewal of planning applications for telecommunication masts.
It was agreed that this issue will be discussed when the Council meets with 

Minister Gormley in the new year.

Notice of Motion.

Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor A. Mitchell, which was deferred from November meeting of the Council.

“I propose the following draft Variations to the County Longford Development Plan 2003-2009 and that the appropriate procedures prescribed by law be commenced.

1.That the following worded Objective be included under Section 3.4.2 of the Longford County Council Development Plan 2003-2009:

It is the Objective of Longford County Council to facilitate opportunities for business and technology based employment on lands located immediately north of the N4 and to the immediate west of St. Michaels Church (Sraid Church) in the Townland of Cooleeny. Any proposed development in this area will be subject to the submission of a masterplan for approval by the Planning Authority. The business and technology based development is to consist of high technology, environmentally sound manufacturing plants, research and development facilities, corporate/industrial offices, logistical/distribution centres, and support service facilities in a sustainable energy efficient campus-like setting which ensures a high quality aesthetic environment.

2. That the following amendment (in Bold) be made to the Development Plan:

4.1.1.11     Routes of strategic importance within the County, as outlined below, shall be protected from access creation, except for the purposes of Business and Technology Based Employment Developments and other high quality developments which will provide large scale employment opportunities in County Longford: 

· N4 & N5 

· N55 & N60 

· Regional Routes – Longford/Athlone,

· Lanesboro/Mullingar, Longford/Arvagh 

Proposed widening or intensification of use of existing accesses along these routes shall be assessed according to the relevant technical criteria.

These motions are proposing the variations be undertaken collectively and as a whole to ensure the facilitation of developing a Business and Technology Campus at lands located immediately north of the N4, and to the immediate west of St. Michaels Church (Sraid Church), in the Townlands of Cooleeny, details of which have been previously presented to the Members, which development, as proposed ,would have an enormous beneficial effect on the economy of County Longford:

1. The inclusion of an Objective within the Longford County Council Development Plan 2003-2009 as to ensure the facilitation of developing a Business and Technology Campus at lands located immediately north of the N4, and to the immediate west of St. Michaels Church (Sraid Church), in the Townland of Cooleeny.

2. The amendment of Section 4.1.1.11 of the Longford County Council Development Plan 2003-2009 to facilitate development along routes of strategic importance in County Longford to facilitate high quality developments which will provide large scale employment opportunities in County Longford.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, informed the meeting that the contents of the motion and a map of the land in question was forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and to the National Roads Authority for their views.   

A meeting between the National Roads Authority, Longford County Council and the Developers of the land at Cooleeny had been arranged for the 16th November but had to be postponed due to the unavoidable absence of one of the parties.

It was agreed that this item be deferred until after the proposed tri-partied meeting is held.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that the report which was prepared for the November meeting of the Council regarding this issue be circulated to the members.
DRAFT  EDGEWORTHSTOWN LOCAL AREA PLAN 2007 - 2013.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, informed the meeting that this Report was prepared in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended by the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act, 2002.     The Draft Plan was put on public display from the 28th September 2007 and notice was also given to the prescribed bodies and an advertisement was placed in the local newspapers.  Written submissions were invited up to the 9th November 2007. The Report addresses the issues raised in the submissions received and makes recommendations as to how these should be incorporated into a Local Area Plan for Edgeworthstown.
The purpose of the proposed Plan is to provide a detailed and coherent framework for the development of the town of Edgeworthstown over the lifetime of the Plan, in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Manager’s Report on submissions on the Draft Edgeworthstown Local Area Plan.

N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) Upgrade   -    Planning Applications in Constraints Study Area.

The meeting was informed that no planning applications had been refused in the constraints study area of the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) scheme, since the November meeting of the Council.

Meeting with the National Roads Authority on the 12th December 2007.
The members expressed disappointment with the outcome of the meeting held with representatives of the National Roads Authority on the 12th December 2007.
The members agreed that Part VIII planning process should be carried out well in advance of projects.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Mayor P. Nolan seconded that a Quarterly report be presented to the members on Forward Planning.

Part VIII Report (Planning and Development Regulations  2001 to 2007) in respect of proposed Pumping Station at Lanesborough, County Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part VIII -  Manager’s Report in accordance with the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2007 in respect of proposed Pumping Station at Lanesborough, County Longford.

Part VIII Report (Planning and Development Regulations  2001 to 2007) in respect of proposed Flood Relief Works at Abbeylara, County Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor P. J. Reilly seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part VIII – Manager’s Report in accordance with the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2007 in respect of proposed Flood Relief Works at Abbeylara, County Longford.

Quarterly Report  -  Notices of Motions.
Quarterly Report was noted.
CORPORATE, ENVIRONMENTAL, EMERGENCY, RECREATION AND AMENITY SERVICES.

Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities, was noted.

Political Donations  -  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act 1999, as amended  -  Third Parties, was noted.

Nomination  of a Member to represent Longford County Council on the Midlands Energy Agency.
Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, informed the meeting that it has recently been agreed by the County Managers in the Midlands Region that it would be appropriate to establish a Midlands Energy Agency.  In effect the Agency would be a committee consisting of the Directors of Services with responsibility for the Environment and an nominee of each of the Councils in the region.  It has been suggested that the nominee of the Council might most appropriately be the Chair of the Strategic Policy Committee responsible for Environmental issues.  

The Agency when established will examine issues relating to improving efficiency in the use of energy and the conservation of finite resources such as oil.  The agency will also develop policies with regard to the implementation of sustainability initiatives.

The County Manager has already nominated Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services to represent Longford County Council on the committee.  It is now necessary for the members of Longford County Council to nominate one of their number to represent the elected Council on the Agency.  

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was unanimously agreed that Councillor Gerry Brady be nominated to represent Longford County Council on the Midlands Energy Agency.

Notices of Motions.
Habitual Residency Condition  -  Social Welfare Payments.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of Mayor P. Nolan was withdrawn:-
“That Longford County Council supports the proposal from St. Patrick’s Accommodation Centre Interagency Support Forum calling on the Government to reverse the Habitual Residency condition which must be met by certain people seeking certain social welfare payments, including Child Benefit, and that this payment is reinstated to the most vulnerable people in our society.”

Child Benefit Payments.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon:-

“That this Council calls on the Government to speed up the process of determining the status of those seeking asylum in this country and that Child Benefit should be paid on a monthly basis through the Community Welfare Officer until their status is determined.”

It was agreed that the Council will write to the appropriate agencies, as agreed.

Quarterly Report  -  Notices of Motions:-
Quarterly Report was noted.
INFRASTRUCTURAL SERVICES.


Minutes of Water Services & Environmental Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 26th February 2007

The Minutes of Water Services & Environmental Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 26th February 2007 were noted.

Quarterly Report on Water Monitoring.

The quarterly report on Water Monitoring was noted.

Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations 2007 S.I. No. 684 of 2007.

European Communities (Drinking Water) (No.2) Regulations 2007

It was agreed that this matter be adjourned to the January meeting of the Council.

It was also agreed that the Agenda for the January meeting be curtailed to allow for a thorough discussion on the above Regulations and that the meeting should commence at 3.00 p.m.
Notices of Motions.

Signage on M4/N4  -  deferred from November meeting of the Council.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor  S. Butler:-

“To ask for an update on my previous proposal, unanimously adopted by this Council, that signs indicating the distance to Longford be erected on the M4/N4 and to report on what discussions have taken place with the National Roads Authority to implement this proposal.”
Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, informed the meeting that Longford County Council wrote to the NRA on 25th January 2006 and have been involved in discussions with the relevant personal on this matter.  The relevant guidelines for signage on roads are contained in the current version of the traffic signs manual.  These current guidelines allow for the furthest end point/town and the next significant town, to be indicated on the sign post e.g. at Kinnegad interchange N4 the sign post on the N4 is Sligo and Mullingar only.  However, after Mullingar on N4 Longford is indicated as the next significant town.  It is our understanding that the upcoming review of the traffic signs manual by the NRA will maintain this convention.

The members requested the Director of Services to write to the National Roads Authority again regarding this issue.
Lime Remover Equipment.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Mayor P. Nolan-:-
"That the Department of the Environment introduce a grant to assist private dwellinghouse owners to defray the cost of installing lime remover equipment to remove lime from water being used by them in view of the damage lime causes to domestic appliances" 

It was agreed that the Council will write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the issues raised in this motion.
Extension of M4 Motorway from Kinnegad to Coralstown.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor P. Murphy:-
“We call on the National Roads Authority and Westmeath County Council to ask the Minister for Transport to extend the M4 Motorway from Kinnegad to Coralstown in accordance with provisions of the  Section 8 of The Roads Act 2007.”

It was agreed that the Council will write to the National Roads Authority and Westmeath County Council regarding this issue.

Quarterly Report  -  Notices of Motions:-

Quarterly Report was noted.
Public Lighting.

A discussion took place regarding public lighting at various locations throughout the County.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Mayor P. Nolan it was unanimously agreed that representatives from the E.S.B. be requested to address a meeting of the Council.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE, CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.

Disposal of site at Townspark, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor  L. Bannon, it was
unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site at Townspark,

Longford to Gerard & Celine O’Rourke in accordance with the terms of  
Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th December 2007.

Update on the Ballymahon Library Project.

Mr. F. Sheridan informed the meeting that a meeting of the South Area Councillors was held on the 18th December.   

Mr. Jim Roache from Sean Harrington & Co., Architects, gave a presentation on the works that will need to be undertaken on the Ballymahon Courthouse and Library.   The members made a number of recommendations regarding the proposed design and layout.

Mr. Roache will take on board the issues raised by the members and agreed to refer back to the members, with the final proposals, prior to proceeding to the Part VIII planning process.

Notices of Motions
C.C.T.V. in Lanesboro.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor  L. Bannon:-

“That Longford County Council supports a community based C.C.T.V. in Lanesboro.”

As the 2007 deadline has passed, this application will be considered as part of the 2008 Programme.   Longford County Council will assist the agencies in Lanesboro in the drafting of their application and request for funding.

Broadband in the Lanesboro Area.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor  P. Belton:-

“That Longford County Council calls on Eircom to provide
Broadband in the Lanesboro area.”

Longford County Council will keep in touch with Eircom to ensure that the exchange in Lanesboro is enabled as soon as possible.

Quarterly Report  -  Notices of Motions:-

Quarterly Report was noted.
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that one public liability claim had been received by the Council during the month of November 2007.
Group Personal Accident Insurances – Elected Members.

Memorandum received from Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. regarding Group Personal Accident Insurance – Schemes A and B – Elected Members, which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

Statutory Audit Report for year ended 31st December 2006.

The Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December 2006, which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

Quarterly Report  -  Notices of Motions:-

Quarterly Report was noted.
Correspondence.

Letter dated 27th November 2007 received from the Office of the Minister for Health regarding a meeting concerning a medical transport service for Longford was noted.
Letter dated 27th November 2007 received from the Office of the Minister for Children regarding childcare costs was noted.
CONFERENCES.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-
(a) National Association of Councillors.

“Cleaner & Greener Local Environments”

18th and 19th January 2008.

Monkbar Hotel, York.

(b) Antrim Tourism Conference.

“Forty Shades of Green Tourism.”

1st and 2nd February 2008.

Dunadry Hotel, Muckamore, Dunadry, Co. Antrim.

(c) Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland.

Spring Seminar 2008.

15th and 16th February 2008.

Trim Castle Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 16th January 2008.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
PAGE  
8

