LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 21st November 2007at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Peggy Nolan, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Frank Kilbride, 

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, and P.J Reilly.

APOLOGY:


Councillor Barney Steele.


IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.

Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.




Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor P. Murphy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Tommy McDonald on the death of his mother, Elizabeth and that the meeting adjourn for fifteen minutes as a mark of respect.
Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor V. Kiernan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to James and Geraldine Clarke on the death of Geraldine’s mother, Marie Kenny.

Councillor P. Murphy proposed and Mayor P. Nolan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Brian Connaire on the death of  his father, John.                       .

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Burke and Donlon families, Killashee on the death of
Bridie Burke.

Mr. McDonald, Head of Finance, thanked the Mayor and members for their votes of sympathy and for attending at his late mother’s funeral.

The County Manager, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council, associated himself with the votes of sympathy.

A silent prayer was said for the deceased.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor L. McEntire,           

the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

17th October 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

Matters Arising.

The County Manager replied to the following queries raised by 

Councillor A. Mitchell:-

· Housing, Planning And Building Control Services – 

Planning Enforcement.

· Planning Permissions 
· Refused/Granted.
· Data Protection Act.
· Closing of bridge in Clondra.
· Roadworks at Saints Island.
· Tracking system – Councillors Representations.
· Voicemail on staff extensions.
Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that the Council write to Shannonside Radio regarding the following issues:-
· Announcement of Obituaries on Shannonside Radio.

The members requested that the details of funeral arrangements

be announced with the list of  Obituaries at 8.05 a.m. each morning, 

as was heretofore.

            Local News Programme.

· A local news programme be held between 8.30 a.m. and 9.00 a.m. each weekday morning.

E.S.B. Lines in Edgeworthstown.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that the E.S.B. be requested to inform the Council of their plans to erect high tension lines in Edgeworthstown.
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that one public liability claim had been received by the Council during the month of October 2007.  

Consideration of Excess Expenditure in 2007.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Nevin,         approval to Excess Expenditure in 2007, as circulated by the Head of Finance, was unanimously agreed.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that early payments of the second and third instalments of the Higher Education Grants be made to students.
HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the October meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) Upgrade   -    Planning Applications in Constraints Study Area.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, outlined the details of  report prepared by 

Mr. Con Diffley, N.R.A. Liaison Engineer, in relation to planning applications lodged which are in the constraints study area of the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) scheme.

It was agreed that a copy of the report be circulated to the members and that this item remain on the Agenda for future meetings of the Council.
Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride requested that representatives from the National Roads Authority be requested to address a meeting of Longford County Council in early 2008 to update the members on the N4 Mullingar to Longford Upgrade.
Appointments to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, 

it was unanimously agreed that the following appointments take place in accordance with Section 22 (i) of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998:-

· Appointment of Ms. Bernadette Stokes to replace Ms. Julie Mongan who has resigned from the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.

· Appointment of Ms. Mary Stokes to replace Ms. Lisa Doyle who has resigned from the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.

· Appointment of Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, to replace 
Mr. Peter Tone, Senior Executive Officer,who has ceased employment with Longford County Council.

Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People 
with a Disability.

The Director of Services informed the meeting that  Mr. Batt O’Keeffe T.D., Minister for Housing, Urban Renewal and Developing Areas has announced a new framework of grant aid to assist with the housing needs of older people and people with a disability effective from 1st November 2007.

Three new schemes have been introduced and the Director outlined the details of the schemes to the members:-
1
Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability

2.
Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme

3.
Scheme of Housing Aid for Older people

Notice of Motion.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride:-

“I propose the following draft Variations to the County Longford Development Plan 2003-2009 and that the appropriate procedures prescribed by law be commenced.

1.That the following worded Objective be included under Section 3.4.2 of the Longford County Council Development Plan 2003-2009:

It is the Objective of Longford County Council to facilitate opportunities for business and technology based employment on lands located immediately north of the N4 and to the immediate west of St. Michaels Church (Sraid Church) in the Townland of Cooleeny. Any proposed development in this area will be subject to the submission of a masterplan for approval by the Planning Authority. The business and technology based development is to consist of high technology, environmentally sound manufacturing plants, research and development facilities, corporate/industrial offices, logistical/distribution centres, and support service facilities in a sustainable energy efficient campus-like setting which ensures a high quality aesthetic environment.

2. That the following amendment (in Bold) be made to the Development Plan:

4.1.1.11     Routes of strategic importance within the County, as outlined below, shall be protected from access creation, except for the purposes of Business and Technology Based Employment Developments and other high quality developments which will provide large scale employment opportunities in County Longford: 

· N4 & N5 

· N55 & N60 

· Regional Routes – Longford/Athlone,

· Lanesboro/Mullingar, Longford/Arvagh 

Proposed widening or intensification of use of existing accesses along these routes shall be assessed according to the relevant technical criteria.

These motions are proposing the variations be undertaken collectively and as a whole to ensure the facilitation of developing a Business and Technology Campus at lands located immediately north of the N4, and to the immediate west of St. Michaels Church (Sraid Church), in the Townlands of Cooleeny, details of which have been previously presented to the Members, which development, as proposed ,would have an enormous beneficial effect on the economy of County Longford:

1. The inclusion of an Objective within the Longford County Council Development Plan 2003-2009 as to ensure the facilitation of developing a Business and Technology Campus at lands located immediately north of the N4, and to the immediate west of St. Michaels Church (Sraid Church), in the Townland of Cooleeny.

2. The amendment of Section 4.1.1.11 of the Longford County Council Development Plan 2003-2009 to facilitate development along routes of strategic importance in County Longford to facilitate high quality developments which will provide large scale employment opportunities in County Longford.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, stated that the  motion requests the variation of the Longford County Development Plan by the inclusion of a specific objective for specific lands outside of Longford Town with direct access to the National Primary Route N4. The lands in question are also located within the study corridor for the dual-carriageway extension from Mullingar to Tomiskey.

The Council has recently varied the County Development Plan to allow for the development of lands outside of zoned areas throughout the County in the event that a planning application were to be received for any high quality  projects with employment potential. It is our view that this variation is adequate to deal satisfactorily with any such proposals.

The Motion proposed suggests a further variation to include a “specific objective” for very specific lands for specific and particular uses. Having regard to the provisions of the Planning Development Act 2000, it appears that such a specific objective can only be achieved by zoning these lands and that there are no other mechanisms available under the Act which allows for the identification of lands using the Specific Objective method as proposed.

Before lands can be considered to be zoned for particular purpose they must be assessed systematically bearing in mind established practise which sets out to build on the role of traditional town centres, in a manner that supports their functions. 

Section 4.19 of Development Plan Guidelines for Planning Authorities, 2007, states:- 

In order to maximize the utility of existing and future infrastructure provision and promote the achievement of sustainability, a logical sequential approach should be taken to the zoning of land for development:

(i) Zoning should extend outwards from the centre of an urban area, with undeveloped lands closest to the core and public transport routes being given preference (i.e. ‘leapfrogging’ to more remote areas should be avoided);

(ii) A strong emphasis should be placed on encouraging infill opportunities and better use of under-utilised lands; and

(iii) Areas to be zoned should be contiguous to existing zoned development lands.
Additional considerations as set out under the Act include supporting Infrastructure and facilities. At present such infrastructure is absent for the said land. Physical suitability must also be considered in a plan led fashion. The most suitable sites should be in proximity to existing zoned areas with access to public transport, sewerage, surface water drainage etc. In this instance the proposed lands do not conform to any of these criteria. 

In relation to the proposal to amend Section 4.1.1.11 of the current County Development Plan 2003 – 2009, it should be noted that the planning authority is restricted under Section 12 (11) of the Act to considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, their statutory obligations and all relevant Government Policy and Objectives. 

If this proposal was to be adopted Longford County Development Plan would be materially at variance with National Policy in relation to the protection of National Roads.  

Any proposal of this kind should be considered as part of a detailed and consistent framework for the sustainable development of the County and not as an isolated suggestion. 

Having regard to the foregoing, it is recommended that the proposed variation as envisaged in the motion should not be proceeded with at this time but should alternatively be considered as part of the review of the County Development Plan review which has already commenced.  Such an approach would enable the planning authority to assess all proposals received as part of the public consultation process and to evaluate these in a global manner which will best serve the development of the County in a plan led fashion over the lifetime of the Plan.  This will also allow time to determine more clearly any possible affects on lands presently included in the dual-carriageway study area.

It was agreed that the contents of the motion and a map of the land in question be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and to the National Roads Authority for their views and that the motion be adjourned to the December meeting of the Council.
CORPORATE, ENVIRONMENTAL, EMERGENCY, RECREATION AND AMENITY SERVICES.

Notices of Motions.

Playground in Ardagh.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon:-

“That Longford County Council considers making provision for a Children’s Playground in Ardagh.”
Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that the Council will investigate the proposal under the proposed three-year plan financed by environmental development levies.
Community Geriatrician.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Mayor P. Nolan:-

“That Longford County Council calls on the H.S.E. to appoint a Community Geriatrician for County Longford as a matter of urgency. We also ask our representatives on the Health Forum to progress this proposal on our behalf.”

It was agreed that the Council will write to the H.S.E. as agreed.

Councillor P.J. Reilly informed the meeting that the Council’s three representatives on the Regional Health Forum have submitted this Motion for the next meeting of the Forum.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE, CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.

Presentation by Monica O’Malley, Longford Community Resources Ltd. on 

LEADER Programme.
Deferred to December meeting of the Council.
National Pride of Place Competition   -  Special Category Award Winners   -  Rathcline Sustainable Energy Project.

This competition is hosted by Co-operation Ireland in conjunction with the all-island Local Authority Steering Forum comprising officials from authorities in both parts of Ireland.   The competition seeks to celebrate communities for their involvement in activities that enhance their local area.  

Rathcline Sustainable Projects Group won the Pride of Place Special Category Environmental Projects award which was announced at a Ceremony in Westport on the 9th November 2007.
Mr. Ray Hogan of the Rathcline Sustainable Energy Project addressed the Council meeting.

The members congratulated the members of the group for the excellent result.

Excellence in Local Government Awards 2007.

Mr. M. Nevin, Chief Executive Officer, Longford County Enterprise Board, attended the Council meeting.

He stated that the Longford Local Authorities reached the shortlist in the following Award Categories:-

· County/City Development Board Integrated Service Delivery.

· Social & Community Development (Cultural Diversity)

· Waste Management (Recycling Facilities on Litter Water Street).

Longford Town Council won an award for the following:

· Environmental Initiative (Bio-diesel Project)

The members congratulated the people involved in the various projects on their excellent achievements.
Disposal of site at Ballymahon, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was
unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site at Ballymahon, 
Co. Longford to The Inny Kayak Club in accordance with the terms of Section 183
of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 1st November 2007.

Disposal of site of the old Longford Swimming Pool at Market Square, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site of the old Longford Swimming Pool at Market Square, Longford to Longford Town Council, Market Square, Longford in accordance with the terms of  Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 1st November 2007.

Cancer Services – Midland Regional Hospital in Mullingar.

Mayor P. Nolan spoke regarding the misdiagnosis of patients in Portlaoise General Hospital. 

Mayor Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that the Health Service Executive be requested not to withdraw cancer services in the Midland Regional Hospital in Mullingar and that the hospital in Mullingar be designated as a “Centre of Excellence”.    Mayor Nolan requested that the Council write to the Minister for Finance, Minister for Health and the Health Service Executive regarding this issue.
Councillor A. Farrell proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that the Longford/Westmeath members of the Oireachtas be requested to attend the December meeting of the Council.   Also, that a meeting be requested with Dr. James Reilly, Fine Gael Spokesperson on Health.
Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Mayor P. Nolan seconded that the three Council representatives on the Regional Health Forum seek a replacement Consultant for the Midland Regional Hospital in Mullingar.
INFRASTRUCTURAL SERVICES.


Presentation on Water Conservation and Mains Rehabilitation.

Mayor P. Nolan welcomed Mr. Ian Patterson and Mr. Joe Corcoran from Grontmii Consultants.
Mr. Patterson addressed the meeting on the following issues:-

· Objectives of Circular Letter 7/96 from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government –

· Reduce overall level of water losses.

· Maximise value of investment in existing works.

· Lower operating costs.

· Improve level of service to consumers.

· Protect and improve management of water resources.

· Water Conservation.

· Stage 1  -  Implementation of Water Management Systems.
· Stage 2  -  Active Leakage Control.

· Stage 3  -  Mains Rehabilitation.

· Benefits of Water Conservation Project.

· Improved operational efficiency

· Reduction of water wasted.

· Faster response to network problems.

· More reliable system control.

· Improved customer service.

· Improved Water Quality

· Cost of maintaining system.

· Long term for Water Conservation  -

· Adequate staffing and funding.

Mr. Patterson replied to queries raised by the members.

Mayor Nolan thanked the representatives from Grontmii for their very informative presentation.

Kenagh and Legan Sewerage Schemes.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded a proposal that the Kenagh and Legan Sewerage Schemes be raised to the number one priority in the Assessment of Need for Water Services in County Longford.   The members agreed to this proposal.

Notice of Motion.

Signage on M4/N4.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor F. Kilbride was deferred to the December meeting of the Council:-
“To ask for an update on my previous proposal, unanimously adopted by this Council, that signs indicating the distance to Longford be erected on the M4/N4 and to report on what discussions have taken place with the National Roads Authority to implement this proposal.”

Meeting with the National Roads Authority.
Mr. Timlin informed the members that a meeting has been arranged with representatives from the National Roads Authority on Wednesday, 

12th December 2007 at 10.00 a.m. in St. Martin’s House, Waterloo Road, Dublin 4.        

Twelve Councillors, including the Mayor and the Mayor of the Town Council, and three officials will attend.  It was also agreed that Ms. Karen Clabby, President of the Chamber of Commerce be invited to attend the meeting.
It was agreed that a Meeting of the delegation from the Council would be arranged for Monday, 10th December 2007 to consider the items to be discussed with the N.R.A

Correspondence.

Letter dated 19th October 2007 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the official opening of Clondra Sewerage Scheme was noted.

Letter dated 22nd October 2007 received from Mr. Patrick Guiney, Value for Money Co-Ordinator, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding “Financial Management Reporting in Local Authorities” was noted.

Circular Letter WQ 02/07 dated 23rd October 2007 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding expenses of Local Authority members on River Basin District Advisory Councils was noted.

Letter dated 5th November 2007 received from Mr. Noel Dempsey, T.D., Minister for Transport, regarding a joint meeting with Minister Dempsey and 

Ms. Mary Harney, T.D., Minister for Health was noted.

CONFERENCES.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-
(i) National Association of Councillors.

Annual Conference.

Ramada Hotel, Belfast.

16th – 18th November 2007.
(ii) Kadenza Consultancies Ltd.

“Effective Communications for Councillors.”

Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

16th – 18th November 2007.

(iii) Galway Chamber of Commerce.

“The Role of the EU”

Galway Bay Hotel, Salthill, Galway.

23rd November 2007.

(iv) Clare Tourist Council/Clare County Council.

“Tourism for Changing Lifestyles.”

Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare.

22nd, 23rd and 24th November 2007.

(v) A Journey of Remembering.

“An Island of Ireland Local Government Partnership”

Regency Hotel, Swords Road, Dublin.

1st December 2007.

(vi) Kadenza Consultancies Ltd.

“The Local Government Budget 2008”

The Carlton Millrace Hotel, Bunclody, Co. Wexford.

1st December 2007.

(vii) Nuclear Free Local Authorities.

“Nuclear Hazards & Nuclear Fee Local Authorities”

City Hall, Dublin & County Hall, Tallaght, South Dublin.

6th and 7th December 2007.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th December 2007.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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