LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 16th January 2008 at 3.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Peggy Nolan, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Frank Kilbride, 

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí and  P.J Reilly 

APOLOGY:


Councillor Barney Steele.
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Deputy County Manager.
Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.




Mr. Gerry Gillen, Acting Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor J. Coyle,           

the Minutes of  Budget Meeting of Longford County Council held on 
17th December 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor L. McEntire,           

the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

19th December 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

CORPORATE, ENVIRONMENTAL, EMERGENCY, RECREATION AND AMENITY SERVICES.

Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities.
It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the 

Meetings Administrator before 31st January 2008.

Political Donations  -  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act 1999, as amended  -  Third Parties, was noted.

Amendment to Polling Scheme.
Mr. G. Gillen, Acing Director of Services, informed the meeting that the current Polling Scheme for County Longford was prepared in accordance with the Electoral Polling Scheme Regulations 2005. This Scheme was adopted by the Members at a meeting of Longford County Council held on January 17th, 2007.

The Polling Scheme, as adopted, provided for the revision of the Polling District in respect of electors in a number of townlands in the Electoral Divisions of Coolamber and Milltown. This revision was deemed to be both necessary and appropriate by the Members, at the time, in light of the fact that there were doubts as to whether or not a suitable Polling Place would continue to be available in Coolamber.

The revision that was approved resulted in the electors in the affected townlands being assigned to the Granard Urban Polling District whereas they should more correctly have been assigned to the Granard Rural Polling District. The most obvious result of this incorrect reassignment has been that the electors are listed on the Register of Electors in the Granard Urban Area Register even though they are not entitled to vote at Granard Town Council elections.

If the proposed revision is adopted by the Members it will clarify the position for all concerned and when the new Register of Electors is published the affected electors will be listed in the Granard Rural Polling District (CL on Register of Electors). The affected electors will continue to cast their votes at a Polling Station in Granard.

A copy of the relevant extract from the current Polling Scheme was circulated to the members with the Agenda for the meeting.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Coyle seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed to amend the Polling Scheme for County Longford, as circulated.
INFRASTRUCTURAL SERVICES.


Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations 2007 S.I. No. 684 of 2007.
Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, outlined the details of the Waste Water Discharge

(Authorisation) Regulations 2007 under the following headings:-

· Background.

· Legislation.

· Requirements placed on all Local Authorities.

· Consequences of non-compliance.

· Monitoring Agencies.

· Implications for Planning Applications.

· Policy Decisions.

Mr. Timlin also referred to Article 46 of the Regulations regarding funding

of capital works and quoted as follows:-

“Funding of capital works
46.
The Minister shall, with the consent of the Minister for Finance, pay out

of  monies provided by the Oireachtas, in a timely manner, such grants which he or

she considers to be reasonable and appropriate to public funding for the purposes of 

capital expenditure required to be incurred by the water services authority in 

complying with a condition of a licence or certificate or revised licence or revised 

certificate granted by the Agency.”
The members expressed concern regarding the implications of the Regulations.

The members agreed that temporary sewerage treatment systems should be allowed 

when developers are applying for planning permission so that development can go

ahead in the interim.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was
unanimously agreed that the Council write to the Department of the Environment,

Heritage and Local Government requesting that adequate grant aid be provided

for Group Sewerage Schemes. 
European Communities (Drinking Water) (No.2) Regulations 2007

The Director of Services outlined the details of the European Communities (Drinking Water) (No.2) Regulations 2007 under the following headings:-

· Small Private Supplies.

· Group Water Schemes.

· Public Supplies.

· Consequences of non-compliance.

· Monitoring Agencies.

· Policy Decisions.

Progress Report on Capital Schemes – 
Water Services Investment Programme  2007 – 2009.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, updated the members as follows:-

Edgeworthstown Sewerage (Nutrient Reduction)

The purpose of this scheme is to provide phosphorus removal equipment at the existing treatment plant and carry out some refurbishment work. EPS Ltd have been awarded contract. Value €0.5 Million.  All work on site and commissioning has been carried out by the end of December 2007.

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme- Reservoir and Pipelines–Stage 6 

This scheme will provide a new 10,000 cu.m. Reservoir at Knockahaw to serve Longford Town and environs, a new watermain to connect it to the existing service reservoir at Prucklish and some new distribution mains in Longford Town. Tenders have been received on the 22nd Feb. Report on Tenders submitted by consultants in June and forwarded to Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for approval.   

Approval of Tender was received from DoEHLG on the 29th November 2007.                 It is envisaged that Contract Signing will take place in February 2008 and works to commence in March 2008.  The duration of the works will be approximately 18 months.

Ballymahon Regional Water Supply Scheme

The preliminary report for this scheme was submitted to the DoEHLG seeking approval to prepare contract documents. A letter from the DoEHLG was received on the 13 June 2007 seeking further information on certain points of the preliminary report.      A letter was sent to the DoEHLG on the 12 September 2007, with answers to the queries raised in the aforementioned correspondence.   The Scheme will be developed in two phases. The first phase which will cost over 3.5 m will involve upgrading the Abbeyshrule water treatment plant and the construction of trunk watermains to augment the water supply in Keenagh Town and serve the Towns of Ballymahon , Edgeworthstown and environs. Phase two provides for the construction of a new reservoir and associated mains to improve the water supply in Kenagh.                         The toatal estimated cost is €4.5m. with a local contribution of €1.39m ( 31% ). 

Approval to proceed with preparation of Contract Documents was received on the 

12th December 2007.

Longford County Council are currently preparing a brief for the Scheme as per the New Conditions of Engagement for Consulting Engineers.

Drumlish, Newtownforbes, Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee Sewerage Scheme

These villages have been bundled together for contract and operational purposes. There will be three contracts as follows. It is intended to procure the above scheme using three contracts as follows;

Contract 1
Collection network for Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee

Contract 3
Collection network for Drumlish and Newtownforbes

Contract 2
Treatment Plants for all the above schemes, procured through a design, build operate process

Contract 1 has been advertised on the 9th of October 2007.The closing date for receipt of tenders was November 16th 2007 . Tender assessment is currently ongoing.                          It is  expected that the construction of the networks for this scheme will commence in March 2008 . 

Contract 3 has been advertised on the 9th of October 2007 with construction to start in March 2008.  Closing date for receipt of tenders was also November 16th 2007 . Assessment of Tenders is currently ongoing.                                                                        Advance works on the Drumlish Network which commenced towards the end of October as a sub – contract to the Scheme are now complete.   

Contract 2 - Sites for Waste Water Treatment Plants and Pumping Station Sites are negotiated with landowners and are currently in Legal transfer process.                                                  The Part VIII process for Contract 2 commenced at the end of September 2007. The Technical Report is currently being finalised. 

Granard Regional Water Supply Scheme Strategic Review
The Preliminary Report for this scheme has been submitted to the DEHLG for approval and to proceed to contract document stage. The main work proposed is to carry out improvements at the treatment works, construct a new watermain to supply the existing reservoirs and to extend the network to serve an area of the scheme to the North of Granard. The estimated cost is €6.3m. with a local contribution of €1.9m.                         

Approval to proceed to prepare Contract Documents has been received from DOEHLG.

Longford County Council are now preparing a brief for the Scheme as per the New Conditions of Engagement for Consulting Engineers.

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme Strategic Review

Longford County Council are seeking approval to prepare contract documents to develop a major groundwater source to the north of the town, improve the treatment capacity of the Lough Forbes Water Treatment Plant and improve the level of service to the Edgeworthstown and Ballinalee areas through increased storage and supply mains. The estimated cost of the full scheme is €18m with a local contribution of €5.15m. When this scheme is implemented it will solve the supply and quality problems that are presently affecting this scheme.

Longford County Council have now received DOEHLG Stage 1 approval to prepare Contract Documents for a new Rising Mains from the Water Treatment plant to Prucklish Reservoir, 5,000 m3 reservoir at Prucklish, Improvements  to the Lough Forbes Plant and Development of  the groundwater source at Clonbalt/Cloonanny Glebe to yield in phase 1 approx. 1,000m3 of water per day. 

Longford County Council is now preparing a brief for the Scheme as per the New Conditions of Engagement for Consulting Engineers.

As an addendum to the above major project is the advance groundwater development at Moneylagan and Rathcline (Lanesborough). This contract has been tendered and awarded to Response Engineering Ltd.  This advance works contract which is scheduled for completion in December is set to deliver an additional 1,000 – 1,500 m3 of water to offset and sustain future short term demand in the Longford Central Supply Network.  Due to site delays these works will not be complete until end of January 2008.

Longford Sewerage Phase 2

Consultants have been appointed by the Planning Department of Longford County Council to prepare a Local Area Plan for the South East Environs of Longford Town. This is a requirement of the DoEHLG prior to any consideration of a Sewerage Scheme for this area.

Longford Town Sewerage Scheme- ( Network Review , Waste Water Treatment Plant and Hub Centre for Sludge ) 

A new brief for this scheme has been prepared under the new form of contract for public works contracts for appointment of consultants. Approval has been given to prepare contract Documents for the improvement works to the Waste Water Treatment Plant under a DBO with the sludge hub centre. Also included in the scope of this project is approval to prepare a Preliminary Report to look at improvements to the existing foul network serving the town and storm water overflows.

Brief has been approved by DOEHLG and forwarded to Consultants for a fixed price fee proposal as per the New Conditions of Engagement for Consulting Engineers.

Lanesborough Water Supply Stage 1

Contract documents are presently being prepared. An advance well has been bored and will be brought into service by January 2008 (Please refer to section above). The current estimated cost is €6.0m. with a local contribution of €1.5m.    In light of the risk associated with vulnerable groundwater sources to Cryptosporidium outbreak. Full water treatment will now be required with reclassification of this project to a Regional Water Supply Scheme and expand the scheme to include the Newtowncashel water supply.  The Lanesborough Regional Water Supply Scheme has now been included in the new Water Services Investment Programme 2007 – 2009.

Longford Grouped Towns and Villages Sewerage Scheme Feasibility Study


The DoEHLG has rejected WSIP funding been made available for this scheme based on departmental funding criteria threshold of €10,000 per house. However some of the schemes (3 No.) are eligible.  The Council has been advised to pursue a SLi type funding program which will be considered by the DoEHLG and also to investigate public private partnership agreements with local developers to deliver the infrastructure. Ballinamuck sewerage scheme which is included in the 12 Village Sewerage Scheme feasibility study is one such scheme that is been currently progressed in this format.
Water Conservation Scheme

The water conservation and leakage detection project has proved very successful and has yielded major savings in UFW (unaccounted for water) primarily in the Longford, Lanesboro DMA’s. Longford County Council has submitted an application for additional funding to the DoEHLG to complete the current phase of Water Conservation.

The Council made a submission to the DEHLG for funding of   €17.4 m. to replace defective watermains in the Town and County with a Phase 1 proposal for €5.5m. An allocation of €5.0m was approved with local funding of €0.5m. Currently contract documents are been prepared for the Network Rehabilitation Contracts and are scheduled to go out to Tender in February 2008. 

This will include work in Longford Town and environs. It is envisaged that the construction stage of this contract will commence in June 2008 with an 18 month contract duration. 

An application for a Phase 2 Remedial Works Contract for rehabilitation of further defective watermains throughout the County has been made to the DoEHLG and LCC are awaiting approval for this proposed Scheme.
Notice of Motion.
Water Conservation in Schools.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill:-

“That Longford County Council requests the Minister for Education to provide grant aid for all schools, national and secondary, in respect of water conservation measures including rainwater recycling and water conservation plumbing systems and appliances”.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Belton section that an addendum be added to the  motion as follows:-
“that the capitation grant for each child in primary and secondary schools be increased to allow for the proposed charge for water.”

The members of the Council unanimously agreed to this motion, and it was agreed that the Director will write to the Minister for Education in this regard.
It was also noted that a draft position paper regarding this issue will be presented to the Environmental Strategic Policy Committee in the very near future.

Official Opening of Clondra Sewerage Scheme.

It was noted that Mr. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government will officially open Clondra Sewerage Scheme on the 

11th February 2008.    

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE, CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, addressed the meeting on the following:-

Comhairle na nÓg Programme
Young Citizens Awards:
· The Young Citizen Award is designed to recognise the achievements of young people participating and contributing to the betterment of their local community. 

· Longford County Council is promoting the concept of citizenship in action and is piloting a Young Citizenship Award. 

· Young people between the ages of 16 – 18 resident in County Longford and who are participating in formal (school) or non-formal (youth organisations and clubs) education. Young people who are self-motivated and display outstanding civic responsibility in a voluntary (unpaid) capacity can be nominated.  

· Young people were nominated by adults who filled in an application form which outlined the activities the young people were involved in and the reasons why they felt the young person should receive an award.

· Nine young people will be presented with a Certificate from Longford County Council and a €100 voucher from An Post.

· The Schools/Centre/Clubs that the nomination came from will receive a stationary/arts voucher.

Transition Year Programme on Local Government: 
Longford County Council is developing a module on Local Government which could be used as part of a Transition Year Programme. It is envisaged that the module would be a hands on learning experience about the structure and role of local government. 

Youth Council: 
It is envisaged that the Youth Council will meet four times a year.  The aim of the Council is to give young people a voice in local and national matters and enable young people to recognise the positive role they can play in their community

Notice of Motion.

Angling at Ballymahon and Abbeyshrule.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. Bannon and seconded by Councillor  S. Farrell:-
“That Longford County Council calls on the Midland East Tourism to promote Ballymahon and Abbeyshrule as destinations of angling excellence. Walking and boating activities should also be included.”
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was agreed that that the Motion be amended as follows:-
“That Longford County Council calls on the Midland East Tourism to promote Ballymahon, Abbeyshrule and all of County Longford as destinations of angling excellence. Walking and boating activities should also be included.”
It was agreed that the Council will write to the Midlands East Regional Tourism Authority and to Mr. Seamus Brennan, T.D., Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism.
A report on the operation of the County Longford Tourism Committee will be prepared for the March meeting of the Council.

E.S.B.
Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that representatives from the E.S.B. be requested to attend the February meeting of the Council.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that one public liability claim had been received by the Council during the month of December 2007.
Local Government Fund General Purpose Allocations 2008.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, informed the meeting that the general-purpose allocation from the Local Government Fund for Longford County Council for the year 2008 is €15,522,985, an increase of 5.9% on last year’s grant.   

Copy of Circular Fin 20/2007 dated 19th December 2007, outlining the details of the Local Government Fund General Purpose Allocations for 2008 was circulated with the Agenda for the meeting.
The members expressed concern regarding the fact that this is the lowest increase in the Local Government Fund in ten years.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that the following resolution be forwarded to 

Mr. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and to Leitrim County Council.

“Longford County Council is very concerned at the small allocation towards equalisation measures in the Local Government Fund Grant Allocation for 2008.  We are concerned that the Minister is departing from the Department’s existing equalisation policy which ensures financial stability in all local authorities and returning to the previous position where you could have an extravagant level of service in some authorities contrasting with a sub standard level of service in others.

Longford County Council is calling on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to reiterate the commitment of his Department towards the policy of equalisation which has existed for the past ten years in the Local Government Fund Grant Allocation.”

It was also agreed that that this matter be put on the Agenda for the meeting with 
Minister Gormley on the 11th February when he is in Clondra.

Local Government Act 2001 - Annual Ethics Declaration.

It was noted that the Annual Ethics Declaration forms need to be returned before the 28th February 2008.

Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.  - Personal Accident Insurance Policy for Members  - Important Amendment to Representational Payments.

The Head of Finance and Councillor Luie McEntire outlined the details of an amendment to the 2008 Scheme A & B regarding providing insurance cover for reduction /loss of representational payments arising from serious illness to the insured member over a sustained period.

All members welcomed the amendment to the Scheme and complimented 

Councillor McEntire.   Details of the amended Scheme will be circulated with the Agenda for February meeting of the Council. 

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL SERVICES.

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy
Strategic Policy Committee Meetings:-  

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meetings held on the following dates were noted:-

23rd April, 2007; 25th June 2007; 23rd July 2007; 24th September 2007          

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the December meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) Upgrade   -    Planning Applications in Constraints Study Area.

The meeting was informed that one planning application was refused in the constraints study area of the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) scheme, as the proposed development was to be sited in the high risk area.

Disposal of Property at 31 Colmcille Terrace, Granard, Co. Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly,
it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of property at 
31 Colmcille Terrace, Granard, Co. Longford to Mr. William Stokes in accordance
with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 
3rd January 2008.

Notice of Motion  -  Councillor A. Mitchell.

Variation to County Longford Development Plan 2003 – 2009.

Mr. Clarke informed the members that a meeting between the National Roads Authority, Longford County Council and the Developers of the land at Cooleeny has been arranged for the 17th January 2008.

Mr. Farrelly has requested a meeting with officials from the County Council on Monday, 21st January 2008.

It was agreed that Councillor Mitchell’s Motion be placed on the Agenda for the February meeting of the Council.

Special Olympics  -  30th Anniversary Celebrations.
Mayor Nolan referred to correspondence she received from Mary Davis, C.E.O. of the Special Olympics regarding 2008 being the 30th Anniversary of Special Olympics Ireland.

Mayor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that Longford County Council host a Civic Reception in May of this year to celebrate the 
30th Anniversary of Special Olympics Ireland.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 19th December 2007 received from the Health Service Executive regarding cancer services was noted.

Letter dated 20th December 2007 received from the Tanaiste and Office of the Minister for Finance regarding cancer services was noted.

Letter dated 13th December 2007 received from the Health Service Executive regarding the appointment of a community Geriatrician was noted.

Letter dated 17th December 2007 received from Deputy James Bannon                       regarding a National Medical Transport System was noted.

Letter dated 20th December 2007 received from Deputy Peter Kelly                       regarding a National Medical Transport System was noted. 

Letter dated 10th December 2007 received from Shannonside Radio regarding programme schedules was discussed by the members.
The members requested that a further letter be sent to Shannonside Radio asking why the programme schedule was changed and also that the details of funeral arrangements be reflected on the Shannonside Radio website.

Votes of Sympathy.
Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Davis family, Drumlish on the death of Anthony Davis.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Kane family, Drumlish on the death of  

Catherine Kane.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Mulleady family, Edgeworthstown on the death of 

Robbie Mulleady.

Councillor F. Kilbride proposed and Councillor J. Coyle seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Smith family, Edgeworthstown on the death of 

Seamus Smith.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Whitney family, Edgeworthstown on the death of 

Frank Whitney.
Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Brady family, Arva on the death of Thomas Brady.
Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended the Clyne family, Croshea, Ardagh on the death of Noel Clyne.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McKnight family, Ballymahon on the death of 

Emmett McKnight.             

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Rocke family, Shrule, Ballymahon on the death of 

Margaret Rocke.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Lee family, Longford  on the death of  Paddy Lee.

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McCreanor family, St. Mel’s Road, Longford on the death of  James McCreanor.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Murray family, Abbeyderg on the death of Michael Murray.             

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Mrs. Maria Mangan, Foigha, Kenagh on the death of her brother, Frank Casey.
Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Maloney family, Cloncullen, Ballymahon on the death of Jack Maloney

Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Carroll family, Legion Terrace, Longford on the death of Nancy Carroll.

Councillor M. Cahill proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Heneghan family, Ballymahon on the death of 
Michelline Heneghan.

Councillor M. Cahill proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Skelly family, Carrickedmond on the death of 
Peggy Skelly.
Councillor M. Farrell proposed and Councillor V. Kiernan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Brady family, Ballyreehan on the death of Philip Brady.
Councillor M. Farrell proposed and Councillor V. Kiernan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Brady family, Soran on the death of Tommy Brady.
Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Quinn family, Mullaghavourneen, Longford on the death of Michael Quinn.

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Ms. Catherine Gallagher, Motor Taxation Section, on the death of her Aunt, Kathleen McGoey.

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Greally family, Carrickmoran and Lisreevagh, Lanesoboro on the death of Mary Ellen Greally.
Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Merrigan family, Curoole, Newtowncashel on the death of                  Robert Merrigan.

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Fagan family, Creevy, Granard on the death of Patrick Fagan.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a letter be sent to Westmeath County Council conveying the sympathies of the members of Longford County Council on the death of Joe Dolan.

CONFERENCES.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-
(i) UCC Business Conference 2008.

“Ireland 2008: Prosperous, Diversified and Skilled:

Can it all go wrong?”

18th January 2008.

Clarion Hotel, Cork.

(ii) Kadenza Consultancies.

“The Local Government Planning Service”

1st to 3rd February 2008.

Clonea Strand Hotel, Clonea, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.

(iii) Mid-West Regional Authority.

“Planning for Renewable Energy”

7th and 8th February 2008.

Woodlands House Hotel, Adare, Co. Limerick.
(iv) Kadenza Consultancies.

“Suicide Prevention: A Call to Action”

23rd February 2008.

The City West Hotel, Dublin.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 20th February 2008.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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