LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of December Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 17th December 2008 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Sean O Fearghaile, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, 

James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Frank Kilbride, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady,

Peggy Nolan, Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, 

P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.                                        
IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.


Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services

Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.
Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

LONGFORD WOMENS LINK 

The Mayor welcomed representatives from Longford Womens Link who were observing the meeting from the public gallery.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, 
the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on the 19th November 2008 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, 
the Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on the 21st November 2008 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

Proposal by Bord na Mona for a Wind Farm at  Lanesboro.

Councillor A. Farrell welcomed the planning application from Bord na Mona 

for permission to erect a meteorological mast at Derryaroge, Lanesboro.

The mast’s purpose is to assess the suitability of the company’s adjacent land for the development of a wind farm.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims received during November 2008.

It was noted that one public liability claim had been received during November 2008.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that a report be given to the members on all public liability claims up to the end of 2008.

Group Personal Accident Insurance – Schemes A and B – Elected Members.  

Memorandum received from Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. regarding 

Group Personal Accident Insurance – Schemes A and B – Elected Members, which had been circulated, was noted.
Grants to Voluntary Bodies and Office of Mayor

It was agreed by the members that when the Council allocates funding to any organisation, that the Council be acknowledged for its contribution.

The members also discussed the role of the Mayor in the County.

Concern was expressed regarding the fact that appropriate respect was not afforded to the office of Mayor at various meetings and functions.

It was agreed that this issue should be kept under continuous review by the Corporate Policy Group.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 28th April 2008 and 28th July 2008.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 28th April 2008, which had been circulated to the members, were noted.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 28th July 2008, which had been circulated to the members, were noted.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the November meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) Upgrade   -    Planning Applications in Constraints Study Area.

The meeting was informed that no planning applications were refused in the constraints study area of the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) scheme.

Draft Southern Environs Local Area Plan.

It was agreed that the Draft Southern Environs Local Area Plan be deferred to the February meeting of the Council.

Notice of Motion.

Telecommunication Masts.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor S. Butler:-

“I am requesting this Council to provide a list outlining the number of Masts throughout this County; their exact locations and the number of co-locating antennae on each Mast.   Also, to outline the remit of Longford County Council with regard to their supervision.”

Councillor Nolan was informed that planning applications for these structures are considered in accordance with the provisions of the relevant legislation, having regard to national, local and regional policy and ministerial guidelines (Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Antennae and Antenna Support Structures, DoELG 1998) which set out standards in relation to location relative to dwellings and schools, co-location and emissions, among other issues.

It should be noted that exemptions under the Planning and Development Regulations permit the erection of antennae in certain instances without the requirement to apply for permission.  As the installation of co-locating antennae is effectively exempted development, the planning section has no data on these facilities.

In terms of monitoring and supervision the planning section ensures that the developments have been completed in accordance with their relevant planning permissions. The planning section has no role in the monitoring of radiation output which is the responsibility of the Irish Radiological Protection Institute.

It was agreed that a representative from the Irish Radiological Protection Institute be requested to address a meeting of the Council on this issue and in relation to radon.

A table outlining planning applications for telecommunications antennae and support structures granted throughout the County from 1996 to 2008, relating to some twenty structures (where two or more applications are contained within the same heavy border, these relate to the same structure) was given to Councillor Nolan.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that a copy of the report prepared by the Director be circulated to all the members.

Recommendation from the Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor  M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor B. Steele, the following recommendation from the Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee was adopted:-

‘That the provision of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 in relation to

Anti Social Behaviour be extended to all persons who are availing of Rent Supplement’.

It was agreed to amend the recommendation as follows:-

“That the provisions of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 in relation to Anti Social Behaviour be extended to all persons who are availing of Rent Supplement and also include all private rented accommodation”

It was noted that where there is anti-social behaviour in private accommodation, that this is the responsibility of the Gardai.

CORPORATE, ENVIRONMENTAL, EMERGENCY, RECREATION AND AMENITY SERVICES.

Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities, was noted.

It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the 

Meetings Administrator before 31st January 2009.

Political Donations  -  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act 1999, as amended  -  Third Parties, was noted.

Notices of Motions:-

Car Scrappage Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

 “That this Council calls on the Department of the Environment to restart the car scrappage scheme which was available in the early 1990’s in order to create movement in this industry.”

The Council will write to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, as agreed.    It was also agreed to forward Councillor Farrell’s Motion to the Association of County and City Councillors and L.A.M.A.

Extension of Drumlish Graveyard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor G. Brady:-

“What is the up-to-date position regarding funding and works at the extension of Drumlish Graveyard.”

Councillor Mulleady was informed that there is currently adequate burial capacity in the Parish of Drumlish, with cemeteries at Barraghmore, Kilmahon, Kiltycreevagh, Drumlish and Ballinamuck.  For this reason, extension of Drumlish cemetery is not highest priority in an economic climate of tight budgetary restrictions.  

However, approaches were made to the owner of adjacent lands on advice that they were on offer.  To date, however, it has not been possible to agree a reasonable purchase price.

Aughnacliffe Graveyard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor G. Brady:-

“Could the Council help out at works at Aughnacliffe Graveyard as the Committee has sought extra land for an extension to the Graveyard.”

Councillor Mulleady was informed that Aughnacliffe Graveyard is not a Council facility, and would not be entitled to funding of a capital nature.  The area is served by a cemetery at Ballinroey with adequate capacity.

Health Issues.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“That the three members of the Dublin-Mid Leinster Regional Health Forum request the H.S.E. to outline the following:-

· The future of St. Loman’s Psychiatric Hospital, in light of concerns fuelled by the fact that the forty bed admissions unit at Phase 2B is put on hold.

· That the Minister for Health revises the decision to roll back on the provisions of the H.P.V. vaccine.

· The provision of funding for staff at St. Joseph’s Hospital (Care Centre) in order to operate the twenty+ bed unit which is lying idle for the past eighteen months.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed that the Council write to Ms. Mary Harney, T.D., Minister for Health, requesting her to meet a deputation regarding these issues.

The deputation to consist of the following:-

· Council’s three representative on the Dublin-Mid Leinster Regional Health Forum, i.e. Councillor G. Brady, Councillor P.J. Reilly and Councillor A. Farrell.     

· Councillor P. Nolan, Councillor M. Kilbride.

· Deputy P. Kelly and Deputy J. Bannon 

Councillor P. Nolan requested that it be recorded in the Minute of the Meeting the acknowledgement of the members of Longford County Council on the excellent work being undertaken by the Director of Nursing and her staff at St. Joseph’s Care Centre.

Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability.

Copy of letter dated 12th December 2008 received from the Office of the Minister for Housing, Urban Renewal and Developing Areas regarding funding of the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability was circulated to the members.

Procurement Procedures.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Mayor S. Farrell:-

“To furnish this Council with a report on the procurement procedures operated by Longford County Council and to identify where it is possible to support local businesses and ratepayers by ordering goods and services in County Longford.”
Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that it is the practice of Longford County Council to purchase locally, 
subject to compliance with the Corporate Procurement Plan adopted by the Council in July 2008.

An examination of Tables 8 or 9 of the Plan will confirm reasonable adherence to this practice.

A copy of the Corporate Procurement Plan, adopted by the Council in July 2008, was circulated to the members.

INFRASTRUCTURAL SERVICES

Water and Sewerage:

Update on Drumlish, Newtownforbes, Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee 

Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, stated that these villages have been bundled together for contract and operational purposes. There will be three contracts as follows. It is intended to procure the above scheme using three contracts as follows;

Contract 1
Collection network for Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee

Contract 3
Collection network for Drumlish and Newtownforbes

Contract 2
Treatment Plants for all the above schemes, procured through a design, build operate process

Contract 1 A letter of intent has been issued to the successful tenderer and it is envisaged that this network contract will commence February next year.

Prior to the construction of the Network Contract additional Archaeological investigation is required by the Department.

Archaeological Contract awarded October 2008 to Irish Archaeological Consultants who have applied for appropriate licences to commence archaeological investigations.

Licence Applications have been approved and archaeology works to commence on site on the 5th of January.

Investigation works which will take approximately four weeks will be followed by the Network Contract.   

Contract 3  The Contract signing has taken place October 2008 with P & S Civils Ltd.   the successful tenderer. A pre commencement meeting with P & S Civils Ltd has been held. The Contractor has commenced mobilization and works have commenced on the network. 

Contract 2 - Sites for Waste Water Treatment Plants and Pumping Stations are negotiated with landowners and are currently in Legal transfer process.

DBO Contract Documents have been forwarded to the Department ( 3rd April 2008 ) for approval. Approval received 18th November 2008.

Prequalification of DBO tenderers ongoing with interviewing and shortlisting of applicants to take place in February 2009.

Councillor S. Butler requested that it be recorded in the Minute of the Meeting that he had absented himself from the meeting for the previous items, due to a conflict of interest.

Roads:

Progress Report on the  Proposed Motorway from Mullingar to Rooskey.

Work is proceeding on environmental, ground investigation and other studies. 

The Route Corridor Selection Report will be presented in the first Quarter of 2009.
Newcastle Bridge.

Councillor B. Steele requested that a weight restriction be established at Newcastle Bridge in Ballymahon.  Councillor Steele stated that he is anxious that if lorries carrying excessive weight are allowed to use the bridge, that cracks will appear in the structure again.

Longford By-Pass and Clondra Bridge.

Councillor S. Butler referred to letter dated 1st December 2008 which he received from Mr. Noel Dempsey, T.D., Minister for Transport regarding the Longford By-Pass and repairs to Clondra Bridge.

It was agreed that the above letter be circulated to the members.

Recommendation from the Transportation, Road Development and Maintenance and Road Safety Policy Strategic Policy Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor P. Belton, the recommendation from the Transportation, Road Development and Maintenance and Road Safety Policy Strategic Policy Committee regarding Changes to Procedure for Processing Abnormal Load Permit Applications was adopted, as follows:-.

1.
Move towards complete electronic application process via Longford County


Council’s website.   Currently the application form is available for download


from the website.

2.
Introduce three working days notice for processing applications.

3.
Introduce single trip, one month and three month permits.

4.
Charge fees for permits.

Report on Public Procurement.

It was agreed to defer this item to the January meeting of the Council.

Notices of Motions:-

Traffic Management on Road Closures.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor  P. Nolan:-

“That this Council implement a policy of having an engineer appointed to supervise traffic management on road closures and diversions to ensure that the optimum and appropriate arrangements are put in place to inform the public and to minimise traffic disruption and inconvenience to the public.”
The Director of Services stated that the annual roads schemes typically contains in excess of 200 locations of roadworks where significant traffic management is required. Supervision on most of these projects are generally undertaken by the Area Engineer and his staff.   Where formal Road closures are required these are published in the media. National Guidelines for roadworks requires the closure of  many roads during these roadworks due mainly to limited road widths being available.   It is unavoidable that the public will be inconvenienced due to these closures, which in some cases can represent an additional detour of  in excess of 10 to 15 kilometres.   The cost of managing these detours now represents a significant percentage of the cost of these projects. On larger projects where a contractor is undertaking all the works directly on behalf of a local authority, it is necessary  that this contractor be appointed Project Supervisor Construction Stage PSCS in accordance with  the terms of the Health and Safety Construction Regulations.

Official Opening of Richmond Street.

Mr. Timlin referred to the Editorial in the Longford Leader Newspaper this week regarding the re-opening of Richmond Street.

Mr. Timlin stated that he was responsible for organising the re-opening of Richmond Street and the intention was firstly to publicise the work was complete and that Longford Town was fully open for business again and, secondly, to thank local residents and business people, who were also invited, for their patience and goodwill during the work.

The hospitality offered on the day was modest.

Councillor M. Nevin proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that a report be prepared on the final cost of the Richmond Street project.
Use of In-house Design Engineers.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor M. Mulleady was deferred to the January meeting of the Council, to be dealt with in conjunction with the item on Public Procurement:- 
“That Longford County Council maximise the use of their own in-house design engineers in lieu of employing consulting engineers.”



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE, CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.

Part VIII Report (Planning and Development Regulations  2001) in respect of proposed Redevelopment of Clondra Harbour, Co. Longford..

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part VIII - Manager’s Report in accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2000 – Section 179; Planning and Development Regulations 2001; Planning and Development Regulations (No. 2) Regulations 2007 in respect of proposed ‘Redevelopment of Clondra Harbour, Co. Longford’. which had been circulated to the members.

Disposal of Site containing 3 No. Cluster Units at Lisnamuck, Longford.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services informed the meeting that this Section 183 has already been approved of by the Council but that the Section 183 should have read that the disposal was to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform and not the Prison Services.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 

3 No. Cluster Units at Lisnamuck, Longford to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 28th November 2008.

Proposed Sale of Properties in Longford Town.

The County Manager and Director of Services outlined the details of the three Section 183 Notices before the Council and requested that they be considered jointly as they are interdependent.

The development company, Soden Ward, have amassed a considerable land-bank in the Great Water Street area of Longford town in recent years and the Council properties represent the final pieces in the proposed development that will enable the company to proceed to planning for a major retail development in the town which would regenerate the centre of Longford town by attracting “high street” and “top quality” shops to Longford. 

The disposals are subject to Soden Ward successfully obtaining planning permission for the proposed development which could cover an area from the rear of the current Longford Centre to the Camlin Court Offices on Great Water Street.

The County Manager and Director of Services replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues:-

· Alternative Car parking.

· Suitability of the current Camlin Court offices.

· Value of the properties.

· Income from the sale of the properties.

Both the County Manager and Director of Services stated that in the current economic climate, having a company of the calibre of Soden Ward showing confidence and commercial belief in the town of Longford is excellent.

Councillor A. Mitchell stated that he felt that the proposed Section 183’s were premature and that the Council could allow the project to advance by granting consent to making a planning application.

Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a condition be imposed that in the event of the proposed development not going ahead, that the properties revert back to Longford County Council.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that whilst the Council’s consent would facilitate the planning process however it would not provide the necessary certainty that the Council are willing to dispose of the properties.

Disposal of Camlin Court Offices and Council Carpark.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of property known as Camlin Court Offices and Council Carpark strip comprising in total 1.454 acres or thereabouts to Soden Ward Limited, One Spencer Dock, North Wall Quay, Dublin 1 in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 

5th December 2008.

Disposal of Carpark at Townparks, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of carpark at Townparks, Longford containing 0.497 acres or thereabouts together with strip of ground at rear of Tesco service yard containing 0.072 acres or thereabouts to Soden Ward Limited, One Spencer Dock, North Wall Quay, Dublin 1 in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 5th December 2008.

Disposal of Longford Branch Library, Townparks, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of property known as Longford Branch Library, Townparks, Longford containing 0.284 acres or thereabouts to Soden Ward Limited, One Spencer Dock, North Wall Quay, Dublin 1 in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 

5th December 2008.

Nomination of two representatives from Longford County Council to the 

Pauric Colum Committee.

Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded the nomination of Councillor  S. Butler to the Pauric Colum Committee.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded the nomination of Councillor G. Brady to the Pauric Colum Committee.

Notice of Motion.

Request that Edgeworthstown be declared a “Developing Area”.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride:-

“That this Council declares the Edgeworthstown area a Developing Area’, because of the huge increase in population in recent years.”

Councillor J. Coyle referred to letter dated 8th December 2008 which he had received from the Principal of St. Mary’s National School, Edgeworthstown regarding a school building project.

The Board of Management of St. Mary’s National School request that Longford County Council:-

·    declares that Edgeworthstown meets the criteria, set by the Department of Education and Science, to be recognised as a developing area, and

·    demands that the Department of Education and Science provide the finance immediately to provide a permanent school at the St. Mary’s N.S. campus.

CORRESPONDENCE

(i)          Letter dated 20th November 2008 received from 



Chief Superintendent Paul Hargadon, An Garda Siochana, Roscommon 



regarding the new Garda Division of Roscommon/Longford was noted.



It was agreed that the Chief Superintendent be invited to address the



members on the new Garda Division of  Roscommon/Longford



at the January meeting.

(ii) Letter dated 20th November 2008 received from the Office of the

Minister for Agriculture and Food in relation to the Council’s 

resolution regarding the deadline for completion of work under the 

Farm Waste Management Scheme was noted.

(iii) Letter dated 21st November 2008 received from the Office of the 

Minister for Defence regarding the closure of Connolly Army Barracks

was noted.

The members expressed disappointment with the response from the 

Minister for Defence.

(iv) Letter dated 26th November 2008 received from the National

Roads Authority regarding the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey)

Road was noted.

(v) Letter dated 8th December 2008 received from Deputy Peter Kelly

enclosing copy of letter from Mr. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding general purpose grants was noted.

CONFERENCES AND REPORT ON CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by members of the Council:

(i) Superior Training.

“Effective Communications for Councillors”

12th to 14th December 2008.

Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo.

(ii) Institute of International and European Affairs.

“The Greening of Irish Agriculture.”

9th January 2009.

Dublin Castle.

(iii) Esperanza Enterprises.

“The Local Government Planning Service.”

9th to 11th January 2009.

Hotel Westport, Wesport, Co. Mayo.

(iv) National Association of Councillors.

“Tackling Violent Crime & Disorder Conference.”

16th to 18th January 2009.

Monkbar Hotel, York.

(v) Superior Training.

“The Local Government Planning Service”

23rd to 25th January 2009.

Waterford.

(vi) Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland.

“Spring Seminar 2009”

13th and 14th February 2009.

Clanree Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

(vii) Clare Tourist Council & Antrim Borough Council.

“Activities Tourism.”

23rd and 24th January 2009.

Dunadry Hotel, Muckamore, Dunadry, Co. Antrim.

(viii) Longford Association London.

Annual Dinner.

Crown Moran Hotel, Cricklewood, London.

6th February 2009.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 21st January 2009.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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