
LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of November Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 19th  November 2008 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Sean O Fearghaile, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill,


James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Frank Kilbride, Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, P.J. Reilly, Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí and Barney Steele. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.
Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.




Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.

Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.
             
Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.
ACTING MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Mary Cooney

MATTERS ARISING

Special Meeting re Army Barracks

Councillor A. Mitchell circulated a document from the Army Barracks Committee for discussion, proposing a 6 Point Plan for Connolly Barracks.  

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell, seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the proposal given by the Army Barracks Committee was adopted.

VOTE OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Mayor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the late Eithna Egan. 

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Mayor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the late Jimmy Leavey.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Mayor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the late Christopher Maher.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the late Anne Kavanagh.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the late Mary McDonnell.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the late Nancy Dempsey.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the late Michael Nugent.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the late Dessie Hourican.

Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the late Mrs. Yorke.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, 
the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on the 6th October 2008 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, 
the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on the 15th October 2008 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, 
the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on the 28th October 2008 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, 
the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on the 30th October 2008 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE, CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.

Presentation to Temperance Hall Committee  -  National Winners of All Ireland Pride of Place Competition -  Best Community Facility 2008.

Mayor S. Farrell welcomed the members of the Temperance Hall Committee and congratulated them on their achievement in winning the category for Best Community Facility 2008, in the All Ireland Pride of Place Competition.  

Mayor Farrell also wished to acknowledge the work of Ms. Laura Heneghan, Community & Enterprise Development Officer, under the directorship of Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, for her role in what is a great achievement in a national competition.

The Director of Services also extended his congratulations, stating that Longford County Council were delighted to be associated with the Competition and thanked the members for their sponsorship.  

All members associated themselves with the vote of congratulations.

A Commemorative Scroll was presented by the Mayor to the Temperance Hall Committee.
Disposal of Site at Lisnamuck, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, it was agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 1.00 acre at Lisnamuck, Co. Longford  to Brendan Feeney and Margaret Feeney Primrose Hill, Upper Rosses, Rosses Point, Sligo in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 5th November 2008.

Nomination of two representatives from Longford County Council to the Longford Sports Partnership Board.

The Sports Partnership Co-Ordinator, Ms. Siobhan McGuinness, made a presentation to the members on the Longford Sports Partnership Board.

The aim of Longford Sports Partnership Board is to increase participation across all sectors and maximise the use of resources, while the role of the Sports Partnership Co-Ordinator includes:

•Facilitating meetings with & report to Board

•Co-ordinating the planning process

•Implementing strategy

•Acting as a conduit for information for national & local developments

The proposed structure of the Longford Sports Partnership Board will include:-

12 local agencies

2 x field sports

1 x indoor

1 x aquatics

1 x minority

Sports Co-ordinator

with membership of the Board coming from the following Sectors:

•2 x Longford County Council 
•Disability (St. Christophers)

•Longford Town Council
•Facilities (The Mall)

•County Development Board
•Older Persons Network

•County Manager (or rep.)
•2 x Field Sports

•VEC
•Aquatics

•HSE
•Minority

•Longford Community Resources Ltd.
•Indoor

•Youth Services

The tasks for Representatives nominated to the Board include:

To act as the representative of your sector

Attend regular meetings 

Oversee development of local sports strategy

Participate in working groups / sub-committees

Approval of funding applications

The Sports Partnership Co-Ordinator responded to questions raised by the members.  The members wished her well in her new role and thanked her for her very informative presentation.

The nomination of two representatives from Longford County Council onto the Board of Longford Sports Partnership was then addressed:-
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor D. Glennon seconded the nomination of Councillor M. Mulleady to the Board of Longford Sports Partnership.

Councillor V. Kiernan proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded the nomination of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin to the Board of Longford Sports Partnership.

Notices of Motions:-

Requests to the Minister for Agriculture.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. Bannon and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-

“That this Council condemns the decision of the Minister for Agriculture and Food to cut disadvantaged areas from 45 hectares to 34 hectares.  The Suckler Welfare Scheme by €40 per head from 2009; for suspending the Early Retirement and young farmer Installation Aid Schemes and the 1% income levy on gross income which discriminates against farmers.  Therefore, I call on the Minister to reverse those decisions as they are forcing the destruction of the farming sector.”

The members discussed, in detail, Councillor Bannon’s Notice of Motion.   It was agreed that the Council write to the Minister for Agriculture and Food, the Taoiseach, the Oireachtas Members and the Association of City and County Councils seeking their support.

It was further proposed by Councillor L. McEntire and seconded by Councillor M. Nevin that the Council seek a deputation with the Minister for Agriculture and Food, for a meeting with members of Longford County Council along with the executive of the IFA and other Farming Organisations.

It was agreed that the Council write to seek a deputation with the Minister for Agriculture and Food.

Industry for Lanesboro.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor Larry Bannon:-

“That this Council provides sites for industry in the Lanesboro area.”

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that the Council will endeavour to progress the provision of sites for industry in the Lanesboro area, subject to the securing of funding.  He affirmed the Council’s willingness to provide support to micro-enterprise throughout the county through the provision of sites, highlighting that the key is in response to demand.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims received during October 2008.

It was noted that no public liability claims had been received during October 2008.

Local Government Fund General Purpose Allocations 2009.    

Circular Fin 08/2008 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the Local Government Fund General Purpose Allocations 2009, which had been circulated to the members, was discussed.  

The Head of Finance informed the meeting that there has been a reduction of €935,000, or 6%, in the provisional Local Government Fund Grant allocation for 2009.

Approval to Excess Expenditure.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Belton, approval to Excess Expenditure in 2008, as circulated by the Head of Finance, was discussed in detail and agreed by the members.

Review of Revenue and Capital Income and Expenditure - 1st January to 

30th September 2008.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, updated the members on the Revenue and Capital Income and Expenditure for the current year, up to 30th September 2008.

Longford County Council’s Draft Audit Committee Charter.   

Letter dated 22nd October 2008 received from the Director of Audit, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Longford County Council’s 

Draft Audit Committee Charter, which had been circulated to the members was discussed.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler, seconded by Councillor D. Glennon, it was agreed that the reply from Mr. Noel O’Connell, Director of Audit, Dept. of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, would be referred back to the Audit Committee for amendment.

Notices of Motions:

Staffing of Longford County Council - deferred from October meeting 

of the Council:-
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-

“That the Finance Directorate provide a report to the Council detailing the total number of persons employed by Longford County Council for each of the years 2000 to 2008 inclusive divided as to the administrative staff, outdoor staff, part-time staff and contract staff. In addition I request details of the total amount paid by this council in wages and salaries for each individual year, the percentage of such wages and salaries costs to total revenue expenditure by the council for each year, the total local government fund grants which relate to revenue expenditure paid to this local authority for each individual year and the percentage that these local government fund grants are to total revenue expenditure of the Council for each year.”

In response to the Head of Finance, Councillor A. Mitchell acknowledged that the increase in staff numbers went hand in hand with the increased responsibilities on the Council and expressed concern that the Department should not now reduce the Local Government Fund Allocation.
Parking at Fermoyle National School.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan:-

“That Longford County Council makes a contribution to the Parents Representatives of Fermoyle National School to provide parking at the School.”

The meeting was informed that Longford County Council has no funds available in 2008 or 2009 to make a contribution to the Parents Representatives of Fermoyle National School to provide parking at the School.  However, in the absence of providing funds, the County Manager agreed that the Council could provide technical support to assist in drawing up plans for the project.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the October meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) Upgrade   -    Planning Applications in Constraints Study Area.

The meeting was informed that no planning applications were refused in the constraints study area of the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) scheme.

Notices of Motions:-

Grant Aid for the Elderly.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-

“That this Council contacts Mr. Michael Finneran, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, with a view to providing further funding for Longford County Council to enable this Council meet the demands for grant aid for our elderly, on all levels 1, 2 and 3.”

The Acting Director of Services stated an additional allocation of €100,000 had been received for 2008 and apportioned, but the take up on the scheme meant that applications were also waiting on the 2009 allocation.  Regarding the issue of a loan, the Acting Director of Services said he would raise this issue with the Head of Finance

Following a discussion of the Motion, it was agreed that the Council write to the Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and that the issue would be raised by Fianna Fail Councillors at the Fianna Fail Party meeting on 29th November 2008.

Estate Management.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“That this Council requests a report on the general situation regarding estate management and the personnel currently employed. Furthermore, it is requested that the recommendations from the Erinaceous group report on Padraic Colum Heights, especially in regard to the rapid reallocation of vacated houses, be implemented.”

The Acting Director of Services informed the meeting that while many of the recommendations from the Erinaceous group are outside the remit of the Council, regular meetings are held with the Gardai and specific recommendations made by them and within the remit of the Council, such as Dog Control, are implemented.

The members also discussed the turn-around time of vacated properties being re-allocated, and concern that extended lead times can result in further damage of empty houses.  The Acting Director of Services responded that the Council is not always notified when properties have been vacated and stated that the shuttering of vacant houses is an option currently under examination.

CORPORATE, ENVIRONMENTAL, EMERGENCY, RECREATION AND AMENITY SERVICES.

Presentation on Draft River Basin Management Plan for the Shannon International River Basin District by Enda Thompson, Project Co-ordinator Shannon IRBD  
Mr. Enda Thompson, Project Co-ordinator Shannon IRBD, made a presentation to the members on the Shannon Draft River Basin Management Plan:-

· Water Framework Directive

· It is about all waters (Rivers / Canals / Lakes / Reservoirs / Coastal and Transitional Waters / Groundwater)

· Sustainable Management 

· Achieving good water quality by 2015

· River Basin Districts

· Water Framework Directive Timeline

· Significant Water Management Issues

· Overview of Draft Plan

· Tier 1 – Working together North & South

· Tier 2 – Main RBMP to be made by Elected Members

· Tier 3 – Details of Measures to be applied at water body level

· Tier 4 – Supporting Technical Documents

· Step 1 - What Causes Our Water Problems?

· Step 2 - How Healthy Are Our Waters?

· Step 3 - What Do We Plan to Achieve?

· Step 4 - What Actions Must We Take?

· Step 5 - What Will Basic Measures Achieve?

· Step 6 - What Further Actions Can We Take?

· Step 7 - What will Supplementary Measures Achieve? 

· Step 8 - Our Objectives in the Shannon District

· Step 9 - Our Plan for the Shannon District
Status and Objectives.

· Objective 1 - Enable Protected Areas to achieve their stricter status standards

· Objective 2 - Prevent deterioration, and in particular maintain High or Good 
                             Status
· Objective 3 - Improve waters where appropriate to achieve at least Good 
                             Status
Programme of Measures:-

Implementing measures to achieve objectives
Basic Measures – 11 Existing EU Directives 

Implementation of these directives is already legally binding under National  Regulation and must be complied with in full:

· Competent authorities must ensure that these Directives are being implemented to full effect, maximising their contribution to achieving the objectives established in the river basin management plans 

· This will require the assessment and, where appropriate, the revision of their respective implementing plans and programmes.
Basic Measures – new controls

· Practical steps and measures taken to apply the principle of recovery of costs for water use and measures to promote efficient and sustainable water use

· National Water Pricing Policy Framework

·    Measures taken to protect drinking water sources 

· safeguard zones

·    Controls on abstraction and impoundment

· abstraction licensing under consideration 

·    Controls on point source and diffuse source discharges

· point source control adequate (Waste Water Discharge Regs)

· diffuse source (new Regulations under Water Services Act)

Basic Measures – new controls

·    Measures to deal with priority substances
· transposition into water quality standards

·    Controls on physical modifications to surface waters

· licensing regime under consideration

·    Controls on other activities with an impact on the status of water 

· alien species issues, wildlife Regulations controlling introduction 

·    Measures taken to prevent or reduce the impact of accidental pollution 

· emergency planning, flood planning

Examples of possible Supplementary Measures

(Where ‘basic measures’ not sufficient)

· Wastewater, Industry & Other Point Sources
· Upgrade Wastewater Treatment Plant, Collection system

· Agriculture
· Creation of fenced buffer strip, Set aside of agricultural lands 

· Forestry
· Establish additional codes of practice for forestry activities

· Unsewered Properties
·  On-site systems inspection, de-sludging and upgrade
Supplementary measures – must be technically feasible and cost effective

· Strategic Environmental Assessment

· Exemptions – extended deadlines

Timeframe to RBMP
· 22nd Dec 2008 – Publication of Draft RBMP

· 22nd Jun  2009 – End of Statutory Consultation 

· 16th Oct  2009 – Making of RBMP by Reserved Function

· 30th  Oct 2009 – Making of RBMP by Executive Function

· 30th Nov 2009 – EPA report to Minister

· 11th Dec 2009 – Ministers Amendments

· 22nd Dec 2009 – Publication of RBMP

· First 6 year Planning Cycle 2010 – 2015

Mr. Thompson responded to questions and concerns raised by the members, including:

1. The difficulties in meeting the prescribed timeframes to implement the River Basin Management Plan.

2. The impact that local elections will have on the prescribed timeframes. 

3. The impact the River Basin Management Plan will have on planning in the region.

4. The resources required by the Council to implement the plan.

5. The impact continued bad weather has on the implementation of the Plan.

6. Compliance with timeframes and the consequences of non-compliance.

The Mayor and members thanked Mr. Thompson for his very informative presentation

Longford County Council  -  Civic Honours Protocols.
Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, outlined the amended details of the Civic Honours Protocols, which was circulated to the members.

On the proposal of Councillor Glennon, seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, the amended Civic Honours Protocols were adopted by the members.

Notices of Motions.

Drainage of Rivers in Colmcille, Dromard and Ballinamuck Areas.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. McEntire and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady:-

“What allocation has been received in 2007/2008 from Lough Oughter/Lough Erne Drainage Scheme and Rhynn and Blackwater Committees for drainage of rivers in Colmcille, Dromard and Ballinamuck areas?”

In response, Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, advised that the current adopted budget has allocated an amount of €30,000 for River Drainage as follows:-


1.
Camlin (North Area):


€10,000


2.
Camlin (Mid Area):


€10,000


3.
Rynn/Blackwater:


€  5,000


4.
Lough Oughter/Gowna River:
€  5,000

The Camlin Drainage will be implemented by the Area Engineers before the end of the year.  The Committee for Lough Oughter/Gowna was paid an amount of €6,581 on foot of a request to implement works dated 30th May last.  No request for payment has been received so far from the Rynn/Blackwater Committee.

St. Emer’s Cemetery, Ballinalee.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor M. Farrell:-

“What is the present situation on the extension to St Emers Cemetery in Ballinalee.”

The meeting was informed that agreement has been reached between the Council and the Vendor, and the Law Agent is processing the legal formalities.   The Part 8 Planning procedure is currently at public consultation stage, which ends on Friday, 14th instant.  Submissions are to be made before Friday 5th December next, and the County Manager’s report is due for presentation to the Council in January or February next.  Contract documents will subsequently be drawn up and a Contractor will be procured to implement the project as soon as possible.

Cutbacks in Education Budget for 2009.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor G. Brady:-

“I call on this Council to call on The Minister of Education to rescind the cuts published in this years Budget.”

It was unanimously agreed that the Council write to the Minister of Education outlining Councillor Kilbride’s Notice of Motion.

INFRASTRUCTURAL SERVICES

Water and Sewerage:

Update Position on Five Sewerage Schemes.

Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services, gave the following progress report to the members on the 5 Village Sewerage Scheme:-

Drumlish, Newtownforbes, Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee Sewerage Scheme

These villages have been bundled together for contract and operational purposes. There will be three contracts as follows. It is intended to procure the above scheme using three contracts as follows;

Contract 1
Collection network for Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee

Contract 3
Collection network for Drumlish and Newtownforbes

Contract 2
Treatment Plants for all the above schemes, procured through a design, build operate process

Contract 1
A letter of intent has been issued to the successful tenderer and it is envisaged that this Network Contract will commence early next year.

Prior to the construction of the Network Contract, additional Archaeological investigation is required by the Department.  The Archaeological Contract was awarded in October 2008 to Irish Archaeological Consultants and they have applied for appropriate licences to commence archaeological investigations.

Once the Licence has been granted, investigation works can commence.  A final report will be submitted within three weeks of the completion of the site investigation, bringing the timeframe to February 2009.  Providing there are no significant archaeological discoveries the Network Contract will then commence.

Contract 3

The Contract signing has taken place October 2008 with P & S Civils Ltd., the successful tenderer. A site meeting is being arranged with P & S Civils Ltd to arrange a commencement date for the Network Contract. It is envisaged that the works on the Network will commence December 2008 / January 2009.

                                                                                                                                                                                                           Contract 2

Sites for Waste Water Treatment Plants and Pumping Stations are negotiated with landowners and are currently in Legal transfer process.

DBO Contract Documents have been forwarded to the Department (3rd April 2008) for approval. No Approval has been received to date.

Approval was received to proceed with the prequalification of DBO tenderers.

This process is now ongoing and the Consultants Report on the prequalification process is due in December 2008.

The Director of Services also informed the meeting of correspondence received from Deputy M. O’Rourke, in which Minister Gormley confirmed his approval of Longford County Council’s contract documents for the construction of new wastewater treatment plans to serve Ardagh, Authnacliffe, Ballinalee, Drumlish and Newtownforbes under the 5 Villages Sewerage Scheme.  At an estimated overall cost of €12.3 million, this now clears the way for Longford County Council to seek tenders for the new treatment plants.

The members welcomed the announcement of funding for the 5 Village Sewerage Schemes.  The County Manager also stated that the funding is very good news for County Longford, providing infrastructure for the future.  He extended his congratulations to the Director of Services and staff, and affirmed the Council’s commitment to expedite the process of getting the new treatment plants underway as soon as possible.

Councillor Mitchell requested that a report be presented to the Members on the feasibility of operating package type projects referred to by Councillor S. Butler.  

Councillor S. Butler requested that it be recorded in the Minute of the Meeting that he had absented himself from the meeting for the previous item, due to a conflict of interest.

Notices of Motions.

Drinking Water in Edgeworthstown.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Frank Kilbride and seconded by Councillor V.Kiernan:-

“That this Council put tankers in place to supply drinking water to the residents of Edgeworthstown during the current water crisis, to help alleviate costs on the public.”

The Director of Services informed the meeting that the HSE advised that Boil Water Notices would be also issued where drinking water was supplied from tankers.  He advised that the existing Boil Water Notices would only be in place for approximately another six weeks, as work has now commenced to connect Edgeworthstown to the Ballymahon Regional Scheme, with an approximate six weeks to completion.

The members accepted the Director of Services’ answer.

Percent for Art

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services informed the meeting that funds had been provided under the Percent for Art Scheme as part of the Longford Central regional Water Supply Scheme.  

Longford Town Council have nominated Councillor P. Nolan and Councillor B. Farrell to a Committee to select an Art Piece.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler, seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was agreed that Councillor A. Mitchell and Councillor D. Glennon represent Longford County Council on the Committee.  

Roads:

Progress Report on the  Proposed Motorway from Mullingar to Rooskey.

Work is proceeding on environmental, ground investigation and other studies. There was a very good response to the Public Consultation process. It is still intended that the Route Corridor Selection Report will be presented in the first Quarter of 2009.
Taking in Charge of Aughafad Heights, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon, seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that Aughafad Heights, Longford, be taken in charge by Longford County Council.

Taking in Charge of Parkside, Ballymahon.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon, seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that Parkside, Ballymahon, be taken in charge by Longford County Council.
Notices of Motions.

Funding for Local Improvement Schemes.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor Larry Bannon:-

“In view of the fact that CLÁR are not providing funds for Local Improvement Schemes this year, I propose that the Council seek additional funding from the Department of Transport for Local Improvement Schemes.”


It was agreed that the Council write to the Department of Transport requesting additional funding for Local Improvement Schemes.

CORRESPONDENCE:

(i) Letter dated 9th October 2008 received from the Office of the 

Minister for Finance regarding the removal of V.A.T. 

from defibrillators was noted.

(ii) Letter dated 10th October 2008 received from the Office of the Minister

for Foreign Affairs regarding visits to Ireland by Chernobyl children was noted.

(iii) Correspondence received from Deputy James Bannon regarding the 

closure of Connolly Barracks in Longford was noted.

         (iv)
(a)
Letter dated 15th October 2008 received from 

                                   Deputy Peter  Kelly enclosing correspondence from 

                                   Mr. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage

                                   and Local Government in relation to the Local Government

                                   Fund Grant was noted.




(b)
Letter dated 17th October 2008 received from


Senator Camillus Glynn regarding an equitable distribution


of the 2009 Local Government Fund Grant was noted.




 (c)
Letter dated 21st October 2008 received from 


Deputy Mary O’Rourke regarding an equitable distribution 


of the 2009 Local Government Fund Grant was noted.


(v)
Letter dated 14th October 2008 received from Bus Eireann regarding




the provision of a Bus Shelter at Church View Housing Estate in 




Lanesboro was noted.


(vi)
Letter dated 23rd October 2008 received from the Office of the 




Minister for Agriculture and Food regarding the Single Farm Payment 




was noted.


(vii)
Letter dated 24th October 2008 received from the Office of the Minister




for Social and Family Affairs acknowledging Longford County 




Council’s letter on behalf of the Longford/Westmeath Carers 




Association was noted.

CONFERENCES AND REPORT ON CONFERENCES

Councillor G. Brady referred to a Conference on Energy Efficiency which he attended in Cliften on the 19th September, stating that he found the Conference to be very informative.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, seconded by Councillor P.J.Reilly, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by members of the Council:

(i) National Association of Councillors.

“Improving Services – Delivering Best Practise Conference.”

Dalmeny Hotel, Lytham St Annes.

14th – 16th November 2008.

(ii) Kadenza Consultancies Ltd.

“Public Relations and Communication Skills for Councillors”

Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

14th – 16th November 2008.

(iii) Esperanza Enterprises Ltd.

“Information and Communication Technologies for Councillors.”

The Carlton Millrace Hotel, Bunclody, Co. Wexford.

21st to 23rd November 2008.

(iv) Superior Training.

“Homeless in Ireland”

City West Hotel, Dublin.

5th and 6th December 2008.

(v) Meeting with Minister.

Dublin.

16th January 2008.

(vi) The Role of Sport in Local Government.

Oughterard, Co. Galway.

30th July to 1st August 2008.

(vii) Ballymote Community Enterprise Ltd.,

     “Using our Heritage to its potential”.

Ballymote, Co. Sligo.

10th to 12th July 2008.

(viii) Conference.

Croke Park Conference Centre.

25th June 2008.

(ix) French Twinning.

Landevant, France.

5th to 9th August 2008.

(x) Shannon River Basin District Advisory Council.

Mayo.

4th August 2008.

(xi) Shannon River Basin District Advisory Council.

Mayo,

4th September 2008.

(xii) Conference.

Tipperary Town.

26th to 28th September 2008.

(xiii) Conference in St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra.

19th and 20th September 2008.

(xiv) National Day of Commemoration.

Dublin.

12th and 13th July 2008.

(xv) Tidy Towns National Awards.

Burlington Hotel, Dublin.

8th and 9th September 2008.

(xvi) Conference on Local Authority Financing.

Killarney, Co. Kerry.

16th to 18th October 2008.

(xvii) Seminar on “Green Paper”

Athlone.

11th June 2008.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Mary Cooney,

             A/ Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 17th December 2008.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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