LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Tuesday, 26th  February 2008 at 3.30  p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Peggy Nolan, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESSENT:
Councillors  -    Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Frank Kilbride, 

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Alan Mitchell, 

Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

APOLOGY:

           Councillor Luie McEntire.                                   



IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Deputy County Manager.
Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.





Mr. Gerry Gillen, Acting Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor S. Butler,           

the Minutes of  Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

16th January 2008 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL SERVICES.

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy
Strategic Policy Committee Meetings:-  

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meetings held on the 3rd December 2007 were noted.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the January meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) Upgrade   -    Planning Applications in Constraints Study Area.

The meeting was informed that no planning application was refused in the constraints study area of the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) scheme.  

The Council has requested ‘further information’ on one application.

The members again requested that the constraint area be defined and narrowed in at an early stage to allow planning to open up again in these areas.

Review of County Development Plan.

The review of the County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 was dealt with at Special Meeting held prior to Adjourned County Council meeting.
Part VIII – Manager’s Report – Proposed 5 Villages Sewerage Schemes.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Mayor P. Nolan ,

it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part VIII     - Manager’s Report in accordance with the Local Government (Planning and Development Regulations  2001) in respect of Ardagh/Aughnacliffe/Ballinalee/Drumlish and Newtownforbes Sewerage Schemes.

Notice of Motion  -  Councillor A. Mitchell.

Variation to County Longford Development Plan 2003 – 2009.

Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor A. Mitchell, which was deferred from November meeting of the Council.

“I propose the following draft Variations to the County Longford Development Plan 2003-2009 and that the appropriate procedures prescribed by law be commenced.

1.That the following worded Objective be included under Section 3.4.2 of the Longford County Council Development Plan 2003-2009:
It is the Objective of Longford County Council to facilitate opportunities for business and technology based employment on lands located immediately north of the N4 and to the immediate west of St. Michaels Church (Sraid Church) in the Townland of Cooleeny. Any proposed development in this area will be subject to the submission of a masterplan for approval by the Planning Authority. The business and technology based development is to consist of high technology, environmentally sound manufacturing plants, research and development facilities, corporate/industrial offices, logistical/distribution centres, and support service facilities in a sustainable energy efficient campus-like setting which ensures a high quality aesthetic environment.

2. That the following amendment (in Bold) be made to the Development Plan:

4.1.1.11     Routes of strategic importance within the County, as outlined below, shall be protected from access creation, except for the purposes of Business and Technology Based Employment Developments and other high quality developments which will provide large scale employment opportunities in County Longford: 

· N4 & N5 

· N55 & N60 

· Regional Routes – Longford/Athlone,

· Lanesboro/Mullingar, Longford/Arvagh 

Proposed widening or intensification of use of existing accesses along these routes shall be assessed according to the relevant technical criteria.

These motions are proposing the variations be undertaken collectively and as a whole to ensure the facilitation of developing a Business and Technology Campus at lands located immediately north of the N4, and to the immediate west of St. Michaels Church (Sraid Church), in the Townlands of Cooleeny, details of which have been previously presented to the Members, which development, as proposed ,would have an enormous beneficial effect on the economy of County Longford:

1. The inclusion of an Objective within the Longford County Council Development Plan 2003-2009 as to ensure the facilitation of developing a Business and Technology Campus at lands located immediately north of the N4, and to the immediate west of St. Michaels Church (Sraid Church), in the Townland of Cooleeny.

2. The amendment of Section 4.1.1.11 of the Longford County Council Development Plan 2003-2009 to facilitate development along routes of strategic importance in County Longford to facilitate high quality developments which will provide large scale employment opportunities in County Longford.

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, read the following reports to the meeting:-

1. Response to Councillor Mitchell’s Motion, prepared for the 

November 2007 meeting of the Council.

       2.
      Letter received from Niall Cussen, Senior Planning


      Advisor, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

 3.        Letter received from Ms. Tara Spain, Senior Planning Advisor, National

Roads Authority.

The Director of Services stated that it is still the recommendation of the executive of the Council that the proposed variation as envisaged in the motion should not be proceeded with at this time but should alternatively be considered as part of the County Development Plan review which has already commenced.  

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that 

Councillor Mitchell’s motion  be adopted and that the appropriate procedures prescribed by law be commenced.

Update of all Signs, Nameplate Signs and Numbers in all Housing Estates.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“I give Notice of Motion to this Council, in light of numerous requests to me by members of the public and the home/school Community Liaison Co-ordinator at one of the schools, that we check, replace and update all signs, nameplate signs and numbers in all housing estates.”

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, stated that this issue will be considered in future planning applications for housing developments and also when the Council is proposing to take “in charge” housing estates in the county.
Mayor Nolan suggested that this work might be undertaken by summer students employed by the Longford Local Authorities.
Public Lighting in Parkside, Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill:-

  “As a matter of urgency, can I have the reason why the lights in Parkside have not been lit for the past four years.   It is a very serious situation as Longford County Council has ten houses in this Estate and Cluid have ten houses.   It is also the entrance to the Fire Station.”
It was noted that the road in question is not a public road.
It was agreed that this Motion will receive further consideration under the Infrastructural Services Directorate.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE, CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.

Presentation by Ms. Monica O’Malley, Manager, Longford Community 

Resources Ltd.

Mayor P. Nolan welcomed Ms. Monica O’Malley, Manager, Longford Community Resources Ltd., to the meeting.

Ms. O’Malley made a presentation to the members on the following:-

· Leader + and NRDP Programme 2006.

· Leader + Projects Funded 2000 – 2006.

· National Rural Development Programme 2000 – 2006.

· €322 Million Budget  -  Rural Development Programme.

· Economic Activity   -   On Farm Diversification.
                                          -    Rural Enterprise.

                                          -    Rural Tourism.

· Quality of Life         -    Basic Services.

                                    -    Village and Countryside Enhancement.

                                    -    Upgrading of Local Heritage.

· General Measure      -    Training/Skills/Animation.

· Strategic Business Plan – Process.

Ms. O’Malley thanked Councillors Sean Farrell and Alan Mitchell who are the Council’s representatives on the Board of Longford Community Resources Ltd. and also Councillor Seamus Butler who is a member of the Evaluation Committee. 

Ms. O’Malley replied to queries raised by the members.

All the members complimented Ms. O’Malley, the staff of Longford Community Resources Ltd. and the Board members for the excellent work carried out during the past twelve years.

Disposal of Site at Lanesboro, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor L. Bannon,

it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site at Lanesboro,

Co. Longford to Lanesboro Boxing Club in accordance with the terms of  Section 183

of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th February 2008.

Notice of Motion.

Proposed Sport Centre in Edgeworthstown.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor J. Coyle was deferred to the March meeting of the Council:-
“A Community Group in Edgeworthstown are planning to build a €1.5m Community Sport Centre in 2008.    With the increase in 
population in the Edgeworthstown area, there is an essential need for a facility like this.”

Extension to Granard Library.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly:-

“I ask Longford County Council to resubmit application to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for funding for the extension to Granard Library, as the application made by the Council last year was unsuccessful and that Longford County Council make this application their first priority.”

Councillor Kilbride-Harkin was informed that the last libraries Capital funding programme was announced in 2003 and the funding is fully committed.  A new Capital funding programme for libraries is due to be announced in the near future.  The Granard library/market house is being submitted as the Longford Local Authorities number one priority in that programme.

C.C.T.V. in Edgeworthstown.


The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor M. Nevin:-
“That this Council explore the possibility of installing C.C.T.V. in
Edgeworthstown as a measure to combat the rise in both vandalism and burglaries in the town in the recent past.”

Longford County Council will assist the agencies in Edgeworthstown in the drafting of their application and request for funding to provide  C.C.T.V. in Edgeworthstown.

Due to the high increase in burglaries in recent weeks, the members requested that the Superintendents of the Gardai in Longford and Granard be requested to address a meeting of the Council.
Financial Contributions to Various Organisations.

Mayor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that €1,000.00 be allocated to the following organisations:-

· Edgeworthstown Fleadh Committee who are hosting the Longford County 

   Fleadh on 10th and 11th May 2008.

· Longford Soccer Schoolboy League.

· Longford Football Rugby Club.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that this request is a departure from the Council’s policy in relation to the funding of community and voluntary organisations and will impact on the 2008 Scheme.
INFRASTRUCTURAL SERVICES.

National Roads Authority  -  2008 National Road Grants.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, outlined the details of letter dated 
25th January 2008 from the National Roads Authority and summary of 2008 NRA Allocations, which was circulated to the members on the 22nd February 2008.

The total NRA National Roads allocation is €6.8 million for this year, which represents a decrease from the 2007  allocation which was  €8.02 million.  

Within this years allocation provision  has been made for the funding of National Primary pavement works, which includes €900,000 for N5 Richmond Street and €300,000 for Ballinalee Road / Major Wells Road. In addition  the N5 Bypass has been allocated €500,000 towards the planning / CPO stage of the project.   
  

The funding for National Secondary pavement and minor improvement works is well down on last year i.e. €700,000 in 2008 as compared to €2,200,000 in 2007.   Funding has been identified for design works in the 2008 allocation for a section of the N63, which will allow for the implementation of a significant scheme in 2009.     

There is also a significant reduction in National Primary and National Secondary Safety Measures compared to previous years i.e. €15,000 in 2008 as compared to €90,000 in 2007  however there is a possibility that some additional road safety measures funding may be provided later in the year.

 

A similar reduction in 2008 NRA funding has been replicated across most other counties as the NRA appear to be focusing their expenditure this year on their capital intensive inter urban motorway projects.
The members expressed disappointment regarding the decrease from the 2007 allocation.
The members outlined various roads throughout the County which need attention.

Particular reference was made to Richmond Street in Longford town.

The members expressed concern regarding a statement made by 

Minister Noel Dempsey on R.T.E. Television on the 15th February 2008 in which he said that Longford has the “worst” allocation from own resources for roadworks in the country.  The statement was reported on RTE Television and subsequently reported extensively in the local print and media outlets.  The members stated that, while inaccurate, it has unfairly damaged the reputation of Longford County Council.  

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Dempsey asking him to clarify the record in relation to the allocation being made by this Authority towards roadworks, from its own resources.

Notices of Motions.

Cleaning of Road Signage.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“That this Council provides a system that all road signage in the County is washed at least twice each year so as to improve their appearance and leave them more visible.”

The members were informed that the cleaning and washing of road signage in the County is in progress.

Extension of Sewerage Scheme in Edgeworthstown.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“That the town sewerage scheme be extended to include more of the Bracklin Road in Edgeworthstown.”

Under the WSIP, works were recently completed to provide a phosphate removal system at Edgeworthstown W.W.T.W

There are currently no plans to extend the sewerage network in Edgeworthstown and it is envisaged that any future extension of the network is likely to be developer driven. 

Street Sweeping in Ballymahon.

It was agreed that  following Notice of Motion in the name of  Councillor B. Steele will be dealt with at the next Area Meeting:-
“I am requesting that Longford County Council carry out sweeping and cleaning of Ballymahon town five times a week.”

Public Lighting in Parkside, Ballymahon  -  Councillor B. Steele.

It was agreed that the following Notice of Motion be considered at this stage of the meeting.

  “As a matter of urgency, can I have the reason why the lights in Parkside have not been lit for the past four years.   It is a very serious situation as Longford County Council has ten houses in this Estate and Cluid have ten houses.   It is also the entrance to the Fire Station.”
It was noted that the road in question is not a public road.
The Director of Services undertook to investigate this matter.
The members requested that representatives from the E.S.B. be requested to address a meeting of the Council again.
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that two public liability claims had been received by the Council during the month of January 2008.

Annual Financial Statement 2007.

The Head of Finance outlined the details of the Draft Annual Financial Statement 2007 and replied to queries from the members.  

The Head of Finance, the Mayor and the members complimented Ms. Barbara Heslin, Financial Management Accountant, for the prompt production of the Annual Financial Statement 2007.   
They also wished Barbara every success in her new post with the Prison Services and thanked her for her excellent contribution to Longford County Council during the past six years.
Local Government Act 2001 - Annual Ethics Declaration.

It was noted that the Annual Ethics Declaration forms need to be returned before the 29th February 2008.

Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.  - Personal Accident Insurance Policy for Members  - Important Amendment to Representational Payments.

The Head of Finance outlined the details of an amendment to the 2008 Scheme A & B regarding providing insurance cover for reduction /loss of representational payments arising from serious illness to the insured member over a sustained period.

All members welcomed the amendment to the Scheme and complimented 

Councillor McEntire for his work in securing this amendment.

Schedule of Uncollected Rates as at 31st December 2007.

It was agreed that each Councillor receive a schedule of uncollected rates in his/her electoral area.   

Capital Programme 2008 – 2010.

The Capital Programme 2008  - 2010 was noted by the members.
Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of  Mayor P. Nolan was deferred to the March meeting of the Council:-
“That this Council calls on the Minister for Finance to abolish V.A.T. on all amenities being provided by this Local Authority i.e. Swimming Pool and all other leisure facilities under our remit.”

CORPORATE, ENVIRONMENTAL, EMERGENCY, RECREATION AND AMENITY SERVICES.

Fix date for March meeting of the Council.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that the March meeting of the Council be held on Wednesday,

12th March 2008 at 3.30 p.m.

Position Paper relating to Sustainable Water Management in Schools, as recommended by the Water Services and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee.

Councillor Gerry Brady, Chairperson, Sanitary Services and Environmental Policies Strategic Policy Committee, outlined the details of the position paper relating to Sustainable Water Management in Schools.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Position Paper relating to Sustainable Water Management in Schools.
Notices of Motions.

It was agreed that the following Notices of Motion be adjourned to the March meeting of the Council:-

Artefacts of County Longford  -  Mayor P. Nolan.
Illegal Dumping in the Ballymahon/Abbeyshrule area  -  Councillor M. Cahill
0% V.A.T. Rate on Defibrillators  -  Councillor S. Farrell
Spring Litter Clean Up  -  Councillor B. Steele.
Goals and Targets of each Directorate  -  Councillor A. Mitchell

Correspondence.

Letter dated 9th January 2008 received from the Office of the Minister  for Social and Family Affairs regarding the payment of Child Benefit was noted.

Letter dated 9th January 2008 received from the Health Service Executive regarding the appointment of a Community Geriatrician was noted.
It was agreed that this matter be kept under constant review.
Letter dated 14th January 2008 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding an increase in the domestic allowance from 50,000 to 60,000 gallons for non-domestic premises that are subject to the national water services pricing policy was noted.

Letter dated 21st January 2008 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the Local Government Fund Grant Allocation was noted.

Letter dated 24th January 2008 from the Office of the Secretary General, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding grant assistance for lime remover equipment was noted.

Letter dated 25th January 2008 received from Department of Social and Family Affairs in relation to a waste waiver scheme for Old Age Pensioners was noted.

Letter dated 25th January 2008 received from Department of Social
and Family Affairs concerning Habitual Residency Condition and payment of Child Benefit was noted.

Letter dated 1st February 2008 received from Westmeath County Council enclosing letter dated 30th January 2008 from the Department of Transport regarding N4 (Kinnegad to Coralstown section) was noted.
Councillor A. Mitchell welcomed the extension of the N4 carriageway.
Letter dated 5th February 2008 received from Shannonside Northern Sound regarding programme schedules at the Radio was noted.

The members requested that a further letter issue to Shannonside Northern Sound again requesting that the details of funeral arrangements be announced with the list of Obituaries at 8.05 a.m. each morning, as was heretofore.

CONFERENCES.

On the proposal of Councillor  M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by 
Councillor V. Kiernan, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) Third Sector Forum.

“Ireland Newest Immigrants, ensuring their participation in the 

2009 European and Local Elections.”

The Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny.

21st, 22nd and 23rd February 2008.

          (ii)
Colmcille Heritage Trust.

“The Mutual Benefits of North-South Co-Operation”

29th February – 2nd March 2008.

The Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, 

Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

(iii) National Association of Councillors.

“Delivering Safer Communities  -

Tackling Disorder & Anti Social Behaviour.”

Carlton Hotel, Blackpool.

29th February – 2nd March 2008.

(iv)
Chambers Ireland.

“All Island Vision Conference.”

Cavan Crystal Hotel, Cavan.

31st March 2008.

(v)       Local Authority Members Association.

“Annual Spring Conference”

Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim.



27th and 28th March 2008.

(vi) Association of County & City Councillors.

“Annual Conference 2008”

6th, 7th and 8th March 2008.

Roganstown Country Club, Swords, Fingal.

(vii) TJK Conference Ltd.

Planning Seminar.

4th and 5th April 2008.

Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick.

(viii) Kadenza Consultancies Ltd.

“The Annual Energy Seminar”

7th, 8th and 9th March 2008.

Raheen House Hotel, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

(ix) Rattoo Heritage Society.

“16th Annual Kerry Environmental Recognition Conference.”

2nd to 6th April 2008.

Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry.


(x)
Kerry Literacy Society.

“The Role of Local Government in Community

& Rural Development.

Listowel Arms Hotel, Listowel, co. Kerry.

6th and 7th March 2008.

(x) Teagasc.

“National Rural Development Conference 2008.”

Clayton Hotel, Galway City.

22nd February 2008

(xi) Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland.

Spring Seminar 2008.

Trim Castle Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath.

15th and 16th February 2008.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 12th March 2008.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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