LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Community Centre, Newtowncashel, Co. Longford on 
Friday, 27th June 2008 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Mayor Peggy Nolan.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, P. Belton, G. Brady, 
Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, 
Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile, Frank Kilbride, 
Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan,  
Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Luie McEntire, 
Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 
Michéal MacCnáimhí, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Deputy County Manager

Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance

Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.

Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:             Ms. Mary Cooney

The outgoing Mayor, Peggy Nolan stated it had been a privilege to have served as Mayor and expressed her thanks to the Members of the County Council, the County Manager, the Directors of Services, and all the staff in different Departments of the County Council for their work and co-operation over the last year.  She also thanked Councillor Adrian Farrell, Deputy Mayor, for his advice, support and assistance during the year and also wished to record her thanks to Anne Lee, Meetings Administrator and Mary Cooney, Executive Secretary to County Manager, for their help during the year. Mayor Nolan thanked the local media – the Longford News, the Longford Leader and Shannonside for their coverage of events during the previous twelve months.  

Mayor Nolan referred to two projects that had come to fruition during the year - the Opening of the New Swimming Pool and the Opening of the Prison Service Headquarters and thanked the Councillors for their support in bringing these two important projects to successful completion.  As part of her remit, it was also her great privilege to host Civic Receptions to honour Albert Reynolds for the role he played in the Peace Process;  Liam Mulvihill of GAA fame, who brought great honour and recognition to his home place of Kenagh, Grainne Fox representing Longford in the Rose of Tralee and raising the profile of the County, and Special Olympics Ireland on their 30th Anniversary and the special courage of the Special Olympics Athletics.

Mayor Nolan thanked her husband Paddy, and her family for their invaluable support during her term of office.  

The Members of the Council congratulated the outgoing Mayor on her very successful year.     

They also paid tribute to her hard work, energy and enthusiasm during the year, and acknowledged her as an outstanding ambassador not only for the County, but also nationally and internationally.  They also recognised the fairness in which she had conducted the business of the Council over the previous twelve months.

Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Deputy County Manager on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council thanked Mayor Nolan for her great work during the year and stated that she was an excellent ambassador for the County and it had been a great privilege to work with her as Mayor of the County.   

ELECTION OF MAYOR:

It was proposed by Councillor A. Farrell and seconded by Councillor P. Belton that Councillor Sean Farrell be elected Mayor of the Council.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor J. Coyle that Councillor Barney Steele be elected Mayor of the Council.

A vote was taken on the proposals and resulted as follows:-

For Councillor Sean Farrell

Councillors:-
L. Bannon, P. Belton, G. Brady, 
A. Farrell, M. Farrell, S. Farrell, V. Kiernan, 
F. Kilbride, M. Kilbride-Harkin, A. Mitchell, 
P. Murphy, M. Nevin and P. Nolan 




Total:
13

For Councillor Barney Steele

Councillors:-
M. Cahill, J. Coyle, D. Glennon,
L. McEntire, M. Mulleady, P.J. Reilly and 
B. Steele




Total: 7

Councillor Sean Farrell was thereby elected Mayor of the Council until the date of the Annual Meeting of Longford County Council in 2009.

The chain of office was formally conferred on Councillor Sean Farrell by the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Peggy Nolan.

Councillor S. Farrell thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Mayor of the Council for the coming twelve months and paid tribute to Councillor Barney Steele.

Councillor S. Farrell stated that it gave him great pride to become Mayor and thanked the Mayor and Manager for agreeing to hold the meeting at Newtowncashel, as it brought the Local Authority back to the people and set the meeting in the local community.  He was proud to represent the county at a local, county and national level and looked forward to working with the County Manager, his staff and the Members of the Council in the coming year to achieve a good year

He paid tribute to the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Peggy Nolan, stating that she was an outstanding ambassador for the County.  He also thanked Councillor S. Butler for his good wishes and the Deputy County Manager.  

Mayor Farrell stated that even though challenges lay ahead, his priorities for the year include the refurbishment of Richmond Street; water and sewerage systems in the county;  the bottleneck at Lally’s Diffley’s Corner in Ballymahon and Saint’s Island Causeway.

Mayor Farrell thanked his wife Teresa, and his family for their support as well as other family members and those who had travelled.  

The Members joined in wishing Mayor Farrell every success during his term of office as Mayor.

Councillor B. Steele thanked his proposer and seconder and congratulated Councillor Farrell on being elected Mayor.

The Deputy County Manager on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council joined with the elected Members in their expressions of congratulations to Mayor Farrell and wished him well in the year ahead as Mayor and offered his full support and that of all the staff during his term of office.

ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

It was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan that Councillor Gerry Brady be elected Deputy Mayor of the Council.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly that Councillor Luie McEntire be elected Deputy Mayor of the Council.

A vote was taken on the proposals and resulted as follows:-

For Councillor Gerry Brady:        

Councillors:-
L. Bannon, P. Belton, G.Brady,
A. Farrell, M. Farrell, S. Farrell, V. Kiernan, 
F. Kilbride, M. Kilbride-Harkin, A. Mitchell, 
P. Murphy, M. Nevin and P. Nolan.




Total:
13

For Councillor Luie McEntire

Councillors:-
M. Cahill, J. Coyle, D. Glennon,
L. McEntire, M. Mulleady, P.J. Reilly and 
B. Steele.




Total: 7

Councillor Gerry Brady was elected Deputy Mayor of the Council until the date of the Annual Meeting in 2009.

Councillor Brady thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Deputy Mayor of the Council for the coming twelve months and paid tribute to Councillor McEntire.

The Members joined in wishing Councillor Brady every success during his term of office as Deputy Mayor.

Councillor Luie McEntire thanked his proposer and seconder and congratulated Councillor Brady on being elected Deputy Mayor.

The Deputy County Manager on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council joined with the elected Members in their expressions of congratulations to Councillor Gerry Brady on his election as Deputy Mayor and wished him every success.

TIME AND DATE OF MEETINGS:-

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan, seconded by Councillor M. Nevin, it was unanimously agreed that the monthly meetings of Longford County Council continue to be held on the third Wednesday of each month, commencing at 3.30pm.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________


 Mary Cooney,

             A/ Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 16th July 2007.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor Sean Farrell
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