LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Tuesday, 26th  February 2008 at  2.30 p.m.
to consider review of County Development Plan 2009 – 2015

PRESIDING:
Councillor Peggy Nolan, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors  -    Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Frank Kilbride, 

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Alan Mitchell, 

Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

APOLOGY:

           Councillor Luie McEntire,
                                                 



IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Deputy County Manager.
Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.
Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Donal MacAnBheatha, Senior Planner.





Ms. Aoife Moore, Executive Planner.




            
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

Review of County Development Plan 2009 – 2015.
Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, informed the meeting that the County Development Plan review is a two year process, governed by the Planning and Development Act 2000.   Formal notice of the intention to review the plan was given to the public and the prescribed bodies in April 2007.   
Submissions were invited from these bodies and the general public, providing material that fed into the pre-draft document.    A number of meetings were also held with the sub-committee which was set up by the Council in March 2007.   After the consultation period, a report was prepared on the submissions received and submitted to the Council last summer.   This was followed by a pre-draft plan and draft environmental report submitted to the members in December.   The final date for the receipt of directions from the Council on the content of the draft plan is the 

27th February 2008.    The draft plan will then be finalised and a consultation period will be held from 12th March to 21st May 2008.    The County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 will require to be adopted by the Council before April 2009.

A summary sheet showing  the main policy changes since the pre-draft was circulated to the members and the Director of Services outlined the details of the changes.
Councillor S. Butler stated that tourism is integral to the development of the County and would welcome in input from the tourism sector in the County.
Councillor F. Kilbride stated that tourism in and around Lough Gowna should be promoted. 
On the proposal of Mayor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that the proposed airport at Abbeyshrule be renamed 

The Midlands Regional Airport.   It was noted that land has been provided for the extension of the facility at Abbeyshrule.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that the Planning Department provide a report indicating changes that have been made from the current County Development Plan  and where changes occur that explanations be provided.

All members agreed that industrial development should be spread out to all towns and villages in the County.
Councillor J. Coyle requested that examples of traditional living should be promoted,

e.g. thatch, whitewashed walls etc., to enhance tourism in the County and that grant aid should be provided to promote this theme.
Councillor S. Farrell expressed concern regarding the restriction of development on regional roads.

Councillor P. Belton requested that the canal spur into Longford from the Camlin and harbour canal in Kenagh should be included in “Honeypot” developments.  

He also queried the designated route – Longford to Athlone.

Councillor G. Brady stated that all development in the County should comply with Water Framework Directives and River Basin Management Plans.

Councillor A. Farrell stated that water and sewerage schemes need to be improved.

He also stated that more access is required to Lough Ree, particularly at Blenavoher and that walkways should be provided at Commons North.   Improvements are required to the N63 because of the high volume of traffic using that route.

Councillor Farrell also expressed concern regarding the flooding of but-away bogs.

Councillor L. Bannon requested that parking facilities be provided adjacent to churches, graveyards, community centres etc.

Councillor B. Steele referred to the potential for mooring facilities at Red Bridge and Derrynagallaigh.  
Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Mayor P. Nolan requested that a report be prepared for the April meeting of the Council on Protected Structures.

The members requested that funding be available at all times for emergency repair work on roads.

Conclusion.
Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, stated that all the issues raised by the members will be addressed in the Draft County Development Plan.   

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that the Draft County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 be put  forward for public consultation.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 12th March 2008.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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