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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Monday, 6th October 2008 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Sean O Fearghaile, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, 

Adrian Farrell,  Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady,

Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, P.J Reilly 

and Barney Steele.

APOLOGIES:
           Councillors Seamus Butler, Martin Farrell, Frank Kilbride




and Peggy Nolan.
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
PRESENTATION BY LANESBORO YOUTH FORUM

Mayor Farrell welcomed students Shane Neilon, Ben Hussey and Karina Dennigan and their Teacher, Mary O’Brien, to the meeting.
Shane, Ben and Karina addressed the meeting as follows:-

· Lanesboro Youth Forum was set up in 2002

· Linked to Lough Ree Area Local Committee.

· Based in the Lanesboro area

· Caters for young people aged from 12-18yrs
· Getting young people involved in our community by:-

· Giving them the opportunity to get their voice heard

· Identifying what  they want in their community

· Putting their ideas to work; making it happen!

The following working groups were set up after the Youth Forum met:

· Youth Café

· Disco

· Activities

· Anti-Bullying

· Drama
Youth Cafe
· A safe and secure environment where young people can meet.

Challenges.

· Premises.

· Funding.

Research.

· Youth Forum visited a youth café in Tallaght known as Area 24.

Disco
· A safe and entertaining way for teenagers to socialize in their local area.

Challenges.

· Insurance.

· Venue.

· Volunteers.

· Fear of anti-social behaviour.
Solutions.
· Link in with other groups for insurance e.g local GAA Club, affiliate to clubs such as Foroige, No Name Club.

· Ticket only event with parent/guardian consent.
Activities.
· An alternative for those who don’t play team sports or just want to do something different.
Challenges.

· Insurance.

· Funding.

· Transport.
Solutions.

· Member of local Committee researched clubs that we could affiliate to. He also gave a presentation to 1st and 2nd year students regarding these clubs.

Anti-Bullying
· To look at ways to make our community a safer place for young people.

Aim.

· To publish an information brochure for young people with names and contacts for support groups for young people.

· To create a social space for young people in Lanesborough/Ballyleague area.

Proposal for a social space for young people in the Lanesborough/Ballyleague area

· Who? Young people aged 12 to 17 years.

· Where? In the car park area adjacent to the play ground. 

· Why? Young people need an outdoor social space where they feel safe and secure.
· What? Seating for young people that is trendy and fun. Lighting and security cameras to discourage antisocial behaviour. 

· When? The ideal would be to have this project completed for summer 2009

· How? Get the young people involved at the planning and design stage.

· We know this is achievable as a result of recent research that was done on a similar project in Brixton London where young people were involved in the design and creation of it.

Drama
· To offer opportunities for drama and dance
Challenges.

· Funding.

· Venue.

· Supervision.
How can Longford County Council help?
· Funding.

· Linking and feedback with local Government representatives.

· Applying for funding.

· Access to available space and advice on rent allowance.

· Insurance.

· Contact with relevant divisions of council and other agencies and statutory bodies.

· Incorporate youth needs into county plan.
The members complimented the group on their excellent presentation and paid tribute to them for their involvement in local activities in the Lanesboro area.

A discussion took place regarding the following issues:-

· Mobile Cinema.

· Review of the Longford County Development Plan

· Broadband in the Lanesboro area.

· Funding from the County Longford V.E.C. -  Sport for All Scheme.
· Funding from Longford County Council  -  Grants to Voluntary Bodies.

· Funding from Longford Community Resources Ltd.

Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager, congratulated the students and their teacher on the presentation to the members of the Council.   He said that Longford County Council will assist the group where at all possible.  Officials from the Community & Enterprise section of the Council will make contact with the group to provide advice and assistance.
Mayor Farrell also congratulated and complimented the representatives from Lanesboro Youth Forum.  He paid particular reference to the formation of a Drama Group as this is a great alternative for those who don’t play sports but wish to be involved.   He wished the Youth Group every success in their endeavours.
PRESENTATION  BY THE CARERS ASSOCIATION:
Mayor Farrell welcomed Ms. Caroline Poole, Longford/Westmeath Carers Association, to the meeting.

Ms. Poole addressed the meeting on the forthcoming national Carer Strategy. 

A nationwide Carer Consultation exercise, led by the Carers Association, took place in 2007.  The consultation was undertaken to provide an up-to-date perspective on the experiences and concerns of carers across the country.    The focus was on family carers, people who provide care and support for family members or relatives who need help because of frailty in old age, disability or long-term illness.  The consultation identified an urgent need for action to support family carers and a number of key messages need to be heard and given priority attention in the formulation of the Carer Strategy.  

Ms. Poole stated that Carers are very dissatisfied with their current situation.   Many are over-burdened, feel unrecognised and un-appreciated, and are unable to have any life of their own.   Carers are seeking and need a whole new relationship and interface with the 
State and support services to maintain them in their caring role, i.e. a fair shouldering of the caring responsibility by the state; adequate income support for carers and a range of support services that target and meet carers’ needs.

The Mayor and members of the Council complimented Ms. Poole and the work of the Longford/Westmeath Carers Association.   The members praised the work being carried out by all the carers in County Longford and agreed that the concerns of all carers should be incorporated into the forthcoming national Carer Strategy.
On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that the Council write to Ms. Mary Hannifin, T.D., Minister for Social and Family Affairs requesting that the issues which were highlighted during the nationwide Carer Consultation exercise be prioritised in the forthcoming national Carer Strategy.
Ms. Poole thanked the Mayor and members for the opportunity to address the meeting.

CLÁR FUNDING.
Mayor Farrell welcomed Deputies James Bannon, Peter Kelly, Mary O’Rourke and Willie Penrose to the meeting.  

Apologies were received from Senators Camillus Glynn, Donie Cassidy and 

Nicky McFadden.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin referred to Notice of Motion which she submitted at the September meeting of the Council:-

“That we call on the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs to reinstate the “top-up” funding for Group Water Schemes and Sewerage Schemes under the CLÁR Water and Sewerage Measures.”
Councillor Kilbride-Harkin also referred to letter dated 8th August 2008 from the Rural Development Division, Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs regarding the suspension of  “top-up” funding for Group Water Schemes and Sewerage Schemes under the CLÁR Water and Sewerage Measures.

All Councillors expressed concern to the members of the Oireachtas regarding the suspension of “top-up” funding for Group Water Schemes and Sewerage Schemes and also funding for Local Improvement Schemes.

The members discussed with the Oireachtas members the procedure for applying for CLÁR funding.
Deputy Kelly stated that all applications submitted prior to the 8th August 2008 will be honoured.   Re-focused measures under the CLÁR programme will be announced in the near future and will pertain to funding in 2009.

Deputy Bannon assured the members that he will do his utmost on behalf of Longford County Council to secure adequate funding under the CLÁR programme and suggested that Minister O Cuiv be requested to receive a deputation from the Council regarding this issue.

Deputy O’Rourke reiterated that funding will be available in 2009 under the CLÁR programme. 

Deputy Penrose stated that he will continue to raise this issue at every possible forum.
The County Manager and the Mayor thanked the Oireachtas members for their attendance at the meeting and for their support on this issue.

Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that the Oireachtas members be requested to attend a meeting of the Council on a six monthly basis.

GET WELL WISHES:

Get Well wishes were extended to Mr. James Clarke and Mr. Jimmy McCormack for a speedy recovery to full health.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th November 2008.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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