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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Thursday, 30th October 2008 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Sean O Fearghaile, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, 

Adrian Farrell, Frank Kilbride, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady,

Peggy Nolan,  Michéal MacCnáimhí and P.J Reilly 

APOLOGIES:
           Councillors   -    Seamus Butler, Martin Farrell,  

Peter Murphy and Barney Steele.
                                                 



 

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Deputy County Manager.


Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.
Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.
Ms. Clare Bannon, Assistant Planner.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
Introduction.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, stated that the purpose of the meeting is to consider the Draft Longford County Development Plan and the  Manager’s Report on Submissions received during the Public Consultation on the Draft Plan.  The Draft Plan was put on public display from the 12th March 2008 to 23rd May 2008.     A Strategic Environmental Assessment process runs simultaneously with the County Development Plan process.

 Timescale
· October 2008     
-  Meeting with Elected Members

· November 2008
-  Public Consultation for Material   Changes begins

· December 2008
-  Public Consultation for Material  Changes ends

· January 2009
             -  Manager’s Report on Submissions received is circulated 

· February 2009     
-    Elected Members consider Manager’s Report and Plan
                                                is made

· March 2009

-     New CDP with environmental statement  (SEA) is 
                                                 effective

Sub-Committee Meeting.
The following amendments in addition to the Manager’s Report were recommended at Meeting of the County Development Plan Sub-Committee on the 14th October 2008.

· Settlement Strategy be revised.

· Local Area Plan for Hi-Tech/Light Industrial/Employment Generating Lands.

· Removal of two Proposed Protected Structures from list of Proposed Protected Structures.

Village Tiers.

Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, informed the meeting that the Midlands Regional Planning Guidelines, issued in 2004, outlined a settlement hierarchy for County Longford as follows:-

· Longford – Principal Town.

· Granard  -  Key Service Town.
· Edgeworthstown  -  Service Town.

· Ballymahon & Lanesboro  -  Local Service Towns.

· Village Network  -  Tiers 1,2 and 3.

The Senior Planner outlined the criteria for the Village Network Tiered system.

Carrickglass.

In accordance with proper planning and sustainable development,
Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that Carrickglass be moved down to a Tier 2 Village.
Councillor V. Kiernan proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that Carrickglass remain as a Tier 1 Village.

Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, informed the meeting that his recommendation is that Carrickglass remain as a Tier 1 Village.

A vote was taken as follows:-
Carrickglass be moved down to a Tier 2 Village:-

Councillors   -  Denis Glennon, Alan Mitchell, Michael Nevin, Peggy Nolan.

                         Total   -  4.

Carrickglass remain as a Tier 1 Village.

Councillors  -  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, Gerry Brady, Mick Cahill, James Coyle,

                        Sean Farrell, Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, Luie McEntire, 

                        Martin Mulleady, P.J. Reilly.

                        Total  -  11.

Councillor Maura Kilbride-Harkin abstained from voting.

Carrickglass to remain as a Tier 1 Village.
 Legga
In accordance with proper planning and sustainable development, Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that Legga be moved up to a Tier 2 Village.

Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, informed the meeting that his recommendation is that Leggah remain as a Tier 3 Village.

Legga to be moved from Tier 3 Village to Tier 2 Village.
It was clarified that this proposal should also apply to Moyne. 

Abbeylara.

In accordance with proper planning and sustainable development, 

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that Abbeylara be moved to a Tier 1 Village.

Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, informed the meeting that his recommendation is that Abbeylara remain as a Tier 2 Village.

Abbeylara to be moved from Tier 2 Village to Tier 1 Village.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed that it be included in the Draft County Development Plan that a Local Area Plan be prepared for all Tier 1 Villages within two years.

Settlement Strategy.

Councillor D. Glennon requested that the figures for population distribution in Ballymahon and Lanesboro be separated in Table 2.3.1.
Local Area Plan for Hi-Tech/Light Industrial/Employment Generating Lands.

On the recommendation of the Senior Planner, it was agreed that a commitment should be contained within the County Development Plan to zone lands at Shroid, Cooleeny and Lisnamuck once the determination of a route for the N4 Mullingar – Rooskey realignment has been defined.
Manager’s Report on Submissions.
Zoning and Related Submissions.
The Senior Planner stated that there is currently sufficient land zoned in the County to cater for the projected population growth and that there was no requirement to zone additional lands.  

Legga  -  Denis Spollen.
Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that eleven acres of Denis Spollen’s land at Legga be rezoned for residential development.

The Senior Planner stated that the proposed lands, particularly those on the western (left) side, are considered to be of poor quality and may be susceptible to flooding. As a result, the Senior Planner stated that it was not appropriate to zone these lands. 

In consultation with the Senior Planner, it was proposed to rezone four acres on the right hand side of the road.

Ratharney  -  McNamara.

Councillor L. Bannon referred to land in Ratharney.  He requested that a piece of land on the right be rezoned as this land is of better quality.
Councillor M. Cahill proposed that some of the land be dezoned to allow this land of better quality to be zoned.

The Senior Planner stated that if the owner was willing to offer the land for amenity purposes, the other section could then be considered.  This issue can be fully decided on during the public consultation period but stated that it is important to note that if the owner does not offer the land for amenity purposes, the other land will not be re-zoned.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor M. Cahill it was agreed to adhere to the recommendation of the Senior Planner.

Flancare, Mullaghavourneen.
The Senior Planner stated that the land bank is considerably removed from the existing town core, with no pedestrian facilities and main sewerage services are not available.  Residential zoning in this area is considered inappropriate.

Stonepark  -  Higgins. 
The proposed lands are remote from the existing village envelope and form no physical or visual connection to the existing village.  Access to the lands is solely from the regional route R397, a heavily trafficked route where a 80kph speed limit applies.   The promotion of residential development in this area would result in the consolidation of an unsustainable pattern of ribbon development and an increased number of car-dependant commuters.    It is, therefore, recommended that the lands are not zoned.
Slowey - Clonbalt.

The Senior Planner stated that residential zoning of this land is premature pending the outcome of the route selection process and, as such, inappropriate at this location under this process.  However, once the N4 route is defined, this position will be reconsidered by the Planning Authority The Senior Planner also stated that the proposed access to these lands was considered to be inappropriate and not sufficient to cater for the quantum of development that could take place. The Senior Planner also stressed that sufficient land was already zoned and that zoning additional land would impact on the Midland Regional Planning Guidelines, a point stressed in the submission received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. The Senior Planner also outlined that there may be potential flooding risks.  
Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor D. Glennon seconded that the northern portion of Slowey lands at Clonbalt be rezoned.
Abbeylara - Crawford.
Councillor P.J. Reilly was informed that this submission was not submitted on time.
Protected Structures.

Barry House  -  Raymond O’Hanlon.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that Barry House be removed from the Record of Protected Structures and the Mill and grounds remain listed.

Kilcommock Glebe, Kenagh   -  George Armstrong.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a caveat be included that any listings would not interfere with farm buildings or agricultural practices as the owner of this proposed structure is in REPS 4.
Springfield, Clondra  -  Councillor S. Butler.

In the absence of Councillor S. Butler, Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that the house not be included as a Protected Structure, however, the grounds and outbuildings should remain as proposed Protected Structures. 
Councillor D. Glennon emphasised the need to maintain consistency with the spelling and names of towns and villages in the County. It was stated in response to this that the official spelling of place names, as per the Ordance Survey Maps, sometimes contradicts the local spelling of place names and as a result differences arise.
The Senior Planner replied to Councillor J. Coyle regarding the funding available for Churches.

The meeting was informed that the Local Area Plan for the Village of Clondra is at a very advanced stage.

Flancare.
The members discussed the issue of planning on the Flancare site.   
Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that once the current planning permissions expire that no further planning permissions be granted on this site and that the lands in question be dezoned.

The Senior Planner stated that he could not agree to this request as same could lead to the Council having to pay compensation to developers who bought land in these areas based on the zoning in the current County Development Plan. In addition, it was emphasised that development in this area had already commenced with the developers providing significant infrastructure to serve future development in the area, including the provision of flood mitigation measures. The Senior Planner also outlined that a substantial amount of the land had already been filled and therefore de-zoning the land would make little difference. 
Mayor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that the present zoning remain in place for the new County Development Plan 2009 -2015 and planning be allowed on the site in accordance with proper planning and development.
A vote was taken as follows:-

“Does the land maintain its present zoning in accordance with proper planning and development?”

Yes
-
Councillors L. Bannon, P. Belton, G. Brady, J. Coyle, S. Farrell,



D. Glennon, V. Kiernan, F. Kilbride, L. McEntire, M. Nevin,



P. J. Reilly.



Total   -   11

No
-
Councillors M. Kilbride-Harkin, A. Mitchell, P. Nolan.



Total   -    3.

The land will maintain its present zoning in accordance with proper planning and development.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested reports on the following:-
1. Legal opinion regarding de-zoning the land and claims for compensation once Planning Permissions have expired.

2. Report from the Planning Department as to compliance with planning 


conditions on attenuation.

3. Consultant’s report regarding landfill on the site, the remaining unfilled land 
          and the impact on the floodplain.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th November 2008.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
PAGE  
7

