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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of October Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 21st October 2009 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Peggy Nolan, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 

Mark Casey, Paul Connell, John Duffy, Sean O Fearghaile,  Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, Padraig Loughrey, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, P.J Reilly, Barney Steele and Thomas Victory.

APOLOGIES:

Councillors  -  Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 





Luie McEntire and Mae Sexton.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr.  Frank Sheridan, Deputy County Manager.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.
Ms. Maeve Killian, A/Head of Finance.





Ms. Nora O’Farrell, A/Director of Services.





Mr. Terry Rooney, A/Director of Services.                                                 

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor  B. Steele seconded by Councillor  L. Bannon, 
the Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on the 16th September 2009 were confirmed and adopted.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 15th July 2009, which had been circulated, were noted.
MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

RETIREMENT OF MR. ROGER TIMLIN, DIRECTOR OF SERVICES.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Deputy County Manager, informed the members that Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services, has given his resignation to Longford County Council.

Mayor P. Nolan and the members of the Council paid tribute to Roger for his outstanding service and commitment to Longford County Council.  Tribute was made to his experience both as an Engineer and Director of Services.
All members of the Council wished Mr. Timlin, his wife, Geraldine, and family every health and happiness in retirement.   

Mr. Sheridan, on behalf of Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff, also paid tribute to Roger for his excellent work with the Council.
It was noted that a function will be held before the end of 2009 to honour all staff who have retired during the year.
STORAGE OF LOCAL ELECTIONS COUNT CENTRE EQUIPMENT.
Following a request from Councillor P. Connell at the September meeting regarding the storage of Local Elections Count Centre equipment, Mr. F. Sheridan, Deputy County Manager, read the following report:-

“Following the deterioration of the Count Centre equipment in the inter election period,  new materials were purchased and a new count centre constructed.  In order to ensure this equipment was correctly stored and available for future use it was necessary to identify a suitable storage location.

The County Registrar, similarly maintains election count equipment which is also stored between elections.  This equipment is stored in a suitable space provided by the private sector.

Quotations were sought from the Co. Registrar’s provider and another enterprise.

The variation in quotations amounted to 40% and the lowest quote was accepted on a month by month basis.
Acceptance of the quotation, as received, was on the basis that it was the most economically advantageous and fully compliant with the Council’s procedure for the Procurement of Goods and Services.

The agreement on the storage was entered into on a short term month by month agreement.  It is intended that the Council will identify a dedicated storage space in which the count centre equipment can be stored at a reduced cost.  The existing short term arrangement can then be terminated.”

Mr. Sheridan agreed to investigate the condition of the count equipment following it’s transportation to the storage location.
POLLING CARDS.

Mayor P. Nolan referred to the recent allegation that 3,000 polling cards were returned to the Council during the recent Lisbon Treaty Referendum and requested that a statement be issued to the media clarifying this matter.
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Mayor Nolan welcomed Ms. Maeve Killian, Acting Head of Finance, to the meeting.

Public Liability Claims received during September 2009.

It was noted that four public liability claims were received during September 2009.

Fix Dates for:-

(i)    Finance Committee Meeting.

        Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that the

        Finance Meeting be held “in committee” on Tuesday, 24th November 2009
        at 4.00 p.m.   

(ii)   2010 Budget Meeting.

        Mayor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that the 

        2010 Budget Meeting be held on Monday, 14th December 2009  at 4.00 p.m.

Revenue and Capital Income and Expenditure –1st January to 30th September 2009.

Ms. M. Killian , Acting Head of Finance outlined the details of the Revenue and Capital Income and Expenditure – 1st January to 30th September 2009, as circulated.

In response to a query from Councillor A. Mitchell, Ms. Killian outlined the situation regarding the collection of rates, to date, in 2009.



Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Connell seconded that due to the economic downturn that there should be zero increase in rates and then look at the possibility of a reduction and also that the Council should not enter into legal proceedings until individual rate payers are in arrears for at least one year.

The Acting Head of Finance said that the concerns of the members will be taken on board.

Non-Principal Private Residence Charge.
It was agreed that a report will be prepared for the November meeting on the amount of money collected under the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge.
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

Mayor Nolan informed the members that a Special Meeting of the Council will be held on Wednesday, 2nd December 2009 at 4.00 p.m. to deal with the following items:

1.
Presentation by the Midland Regional Authority on the Draft Regional Planning


Guidelines 2010 – 2016.

2.
Presentation by the Radiological Institute of Ireland on Radon Gas. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL 
SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES: 
Nomination of two members of Longford County Council to the Board of 
Backstage Theatre.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that 

Mayor Peggy Nolan be nominated as a member of the Board of Backstage Theatre.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that 

Councillor Denis Glennon be nominated as a member of the Board of Backstage Theatre.
Mayor Peggy Nolan and Councillor Denis Glennon were declared elected as the two members representing Longford County Council on the Board of Backstage Theatre.

Notices of Motion

Childrens’ Playground in Ballinalee.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride:-

“I propose that Longford County Council provides a Childrens’ Playground in Ballinalee.”

Councillor Carrigy was informed that a Playground for Ballinalee will be considered under the next programme for the provision of playgrounds in the County, subject to available resources.

It was also agreed that Longford County Council will consult with Longford Community Resources Ltd. regarding their ability to co-fund the next programme.

Hotel Chain – Carriglass.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Loughrey:-


“I propose that Longford County Council uses resources to actively seek a major hotel chain to finish the project on the Carriglass Estate.”


Ms. N. O’Farrell, Acting Director of Services, stated that the Council has been fully committed to the project to date but that the Council is constrained and limited in what it can do to advance the project.
Ballymahon Courthouse/Market House in Granard.

In response to a query from Councillor B. Steele, the Deputy County Manager stated that the work being undertaken at Ballymahon Courthouse at present is to conserve the building and is part of the overall refurbishment of the building.
It was agreed that a report will be prepared for the November meeting on the refurbishment of Ballymahon Courthouse.
INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.
Water and Sewerage:

Presentation on Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2012.

Mr. T. Rooney, Acting Director of Services, stated that the aim of the Water Services Investment Programme is to ensure that the timing and scale of water services investment facilitates economic and other development, compliance with statutory requirements for drinking water and wastewater treatment and the achievement of environmental sustainability objectives.

Mayor Nolan welcomed Mr. David Tubridy, Senior Engineer and Mr. Tselo Tlou, Senior Executive Engineer, Water Services, to the meeting.

Mr. Tubridy summarised the following which were circulated with the Agenda for the meeting.:-
· Circular Letter L 6.09 – Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2012 - Needs Assessment 2009, received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

· Longford Local Authorities Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2012  -  Draft Needs Assessment 2009.

The following presentation was made by Mr. Tubridy and Mr. Tlou:-

1. Circular L6/09 Overview 
  The current programme covers the Period 2007 – 2009 and the Department has
  requested an 
updated needs assessment to assist and inform the 
development 
  of a further Water Services Investment Programme (WSIP) 2010-2012.

1.1
The new programme must prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues.

· It must support economic and employment growth as envisaged in ‘Building Ireland’s Smart Economy – A Framework for Sustainable Economic Revival’ and offer best value for money.

· It also needs to take into account EPA Reports on drinking water and wastewater discharges,

· The 2008 Forfas Report – Assessment of Water and Wastewater Services for Enterprise - which recommended prioritisation of investment for key centres which are likely to require additional water and wastewater treatment capacity in the coming years – and, 

· the economic development in gateways and hubs (and in specific developing  areas in these locations) in accordance with the National Spatial Strategy. 

1.2      A key change in the approach to the Needs Assessment for the WSIP 2010-2012,

           is the requirement to review existing schemes which have not sufficiently
           advanced under earlier programmes to ensure that they:

· have continuing relevance in light of the programme priorities;

· reflect an appropriate scale of works in light of these priorities and timescale for delivery;

· are appropriately phased;

· are affordable and offer value for money;

· are the most cost effective solution to addressing the problem.

1.3 
A further key change in the approach to the 2009 Needs Assessment, will be the integration of water conservation more fully into the programme. This integrated approach may mean for example, that a contract to deal with a water supply issue on the EPA remedial action list might be priority 1 for an authority, while the issues relating to increasing capacity of that supply might be accorded a lower priority, having regard to water conservation measures to be progressed in the interim.

Programme priorities

1.4 
The specific environmental and economic 
pressures that have emerged 
in recent years which will form the basis for developing the WSIP 2010 – 2012 and subsequent programmes are:

· Water conservation proposals which meet environmental and economic goals.

· Environmental objectives – works required to respond to:

· ECJ judgments,

· Environment/Public Health Objectives (e.g. arising from Regulations and EPA Reports dealing with drinking water standards, wastewater treatment standards, authorisation of wastewater discharges, bathing water standards etc), and

· Compliance with the Water Framework Directive requirements.

· Economic objectives:

· Works to support the overall strategic and sustainable development of hubs and gateways under the NSS as well as strategically located developing areas under the developing areas initiative, and

· Works to support employment creation (in line with objectives in ‘Building Ireland’s Smart Economy – A Framework for Sustainable Economic Revival’).
1.5
In identifying schemes and contracts water 
services authorities should adopt a risk based approach which identifies, in particular, public health, environmental and statutory compliance 
risk associated with investment requirements.


River Basin Management Plans must also be central in identifying priorities from a regional perspective.

General requirements in relation to Needs Assessment 2009:

1.6
The purpose of the assessment is to develop 
an overall strategic investment plan for the 
medium term to meet identified water services needs, which will then be reflected in the WSIP 2010 – 2012. The Needs Assessment 
should comprise a short overview setting out the strategic context and lists of prioritised works in different categories.
The following general provisions will apply:

1.7 Strategic Context.

· Demand for future capacity.

· Performance on compliance with water quality and waste water standards and leakage.

· Reflect emerging priorities under the River Basin Management Plans

· Regional strategic priorities

· Identification of infrastructural gaps

· Emerging issues?
1.8  Affordability:

· The prioritised proposals represent good value for money,

· Take account of the implications for the authority itself in each case under

· Water Services Pricing Policy. Under Water Services Pricing Policy, services

· for future development, including new residential development, are regarded

· as non-domestic and the associated marginal capital costs are not funded by

· the Department.

· Authorities should concentrate on providing infrastructure to serve the core

· areas of towns and villages.

· Water supply investment proposals:

· Affordability and value for money issues concerning proposals to increase

· water supply capacity should focus on the most cost effective solution having

· regard to the role which water conservation measures may play in the first

· instance.

· Waste Water investment proposals:

· In relation to value for money, the cost of proprietary single house sewage

· treatment systems are useful guides to determining the cost effectiveness of

· proposals to serve existing individual houses by way of new public wastewater infrastructure.

1.9    Administrative Areas;

· The Needs Assessment should be carried 
out by City Councils and County Councils only and incorporate the requirements of Borough and Town Councils as an integral part of the assessment for the county.

· All Needs Assessments should take account of the scope for regional solutions where appropriate with adjacent authorities, particularly in light of the River Basin Management Plan process.
Consultation:

1.10.    Strategic Policy Committee within the authority should consider the
  assessments and their views taken into consideration before submission to 
  the  Department.

    (The full text of Circular L6/09 Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 
    2012, Needs Assessment 2009 is available from Longford County Council
    Water Services Capital Section.)
2.Contracts at Construction Stage
	Scheme
	Contracts
	Type
	Category
	Estimated Cost

€
	Estimated LCC Contribution %
	Estimated LCC Contribution €

	Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme
	Stage 6 Contract

(Reservoir and Pipelines)
	W
	3,4
	13, 400,000 
	27.0
	3,618,000

	Drumlish and Newtownforbes Sewerage Scheme
	Network Contract
	S
	3,4
	1,400,000
	7.2
	100,800

	Ardagh, Ballinalee and Aughnacliffe Sewerage Scheme
	Network Contract
	S
	3,4
	2,400,000
	26.0
	624,000

	Lanesborough Sewerage Scheme
	Network Contract
	S
	3
	700,000
	25
	175,000

	Total LCC Contribution
	
	
	
	
	 
	4,517,800


3. Water Conservation 
	1
	2
	3
	       4
	5
	6
	7

	Contracts
	Type- Stage 

1,2 or 3 
	Scheme 
	Contract 

Dates

	Estimated

Costs 
	Approved 

Grant 
	LCC Contribution

	
	
	
	Start 
	Finish
	€
	€
	€

	Longford Water Conservation Stage 2 Phase 2 – Active Leakage Control
	2
	Longford Water Conservation Project 
	2009
	2010
	850,000
	375,000
	425,000

	Longford Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 1 – Network Rehabilitation 
	3
	Longford Water Conservation Project 
	2009
	2011
	2,844,000
	2,379,000
	284,400

	Longford Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 2 – Network Rehabilitation
	3
	Longford Water Conservation Project
	2010
	2012
	7,400,000
	Nil
	740,000


4. Prioritised List of Contracts. 
1. Longford Central RWSS- Contract 4: Shot Term Upgrade of Lough 
    Forbes  WTW 

· In Category 3 

· Water Supply on EPA Remedial Action List due to excessive levels of aluminium

· Contract will resolve issues identified in the EPA Direction  

2. Granard RWSS/ Ballymahon RWSS – Contract 3: Upgrade of Water Treatment  

    Works

·  Granard Water Supply on the EPA Remedial Action List due to aluminium exceedances  

·  Contract in Category 3 
3. 5 Villages Sewerage Scheme – Contract 2: DBO Contract 

· Contract falls under Category 3 and 4 

· Existing wastewater treatment plants at Drumlish and  Newtownforbes perform poorly 

· Highlighted in EPA report – UWW Discharges in Ireland for PE greater  than 500 for the years 2006 and 2007 

· Plants to be upgraded to comply with UWWT Regulations
· Contract will facilitate development of Drumlish and Newtownforbes 

4.   Granard RWSS/ Ballymahon RWSS – 

      Contract 4: Network Contract

· Contract falls in Category 2,3,4,

· Kenagh Water Supply listed in Annex 12 ( L11/03)


–  Vulnerable to contamination

· Provide additional rising main capacity to facilitate the development of Granard Town

5. Longford Central RWSS: Contract 3: Network and Reservoir 

· Falls in Category 4 

· Facilitate the development of Longford Town and environs by providing storage and security of supply. 

6. Lanesboro RWSS: Contract 2: Pipelines and Treatment Works 

·  In Category 3 

·  Lanesboro supply is on the EPA Remedial Action List . 

7. Longford Town SS: Contract 1: WWTW Upgrade/ Sludge Treatment Centre 

·  In Category 3 & 4 

·  To comply with the EPA Wastewater Discharge License, and UWWT         Regulations 

· To facilitate development of Longford Town 

8. Longford Central RWSS: Contract 6: Main Upgrade of Lough Forbes WTW

· Category 4 

·  Meet medium to long term water supply needs for Longford Town and environs/ facilitate development. 

4.1. Prioritised List of Contracts to Advance to Construction 2010- 2012
	Priority 
	Scheme 
	Contracts 
	Category 
	Estimated 

Cost

€
	Estimated LCC Contribution %
	Estimated LCC Contribution €

	1
	Longford CRWSS
	Contract 4: Lough Forbes WTW Ugrade
	3
	2,000,000
	28.6
	572,000

	2
	Ballymahon/

Granard RWSS
	Contract 3: 

Upgrade of WTW
	3
	3,000,000
	31.3 / 27.4
	900,000


	3
	5 Villages 

SS
	Design Build Operate Works
	3,4
	6,000,000
	14.7
	882,000

	4
	Ballymahon/

Granard RWSS
	Contract 4: Network Contract 
	2,3,4
	4,000,000
	31.3 / 27.4
	1,200,000

	5
	Longford CRWSS
	Contract 3: Network and Reservoir
	4
	7,000,000
	28.6
	2,002,000

	6
	Lanesborough 

RWSS 
	Contract 2: Pipelines and Treatment Works 
	3
	3,000,000
	30
	900,000

	7
	Lanesborough SS
	DBO Contract 
	3
	800,000
	25
	200,000

	8
	Longford Town 

SS 
	WWTW  Upgrade/ Sludge Treatment
	3,4
	15,000,000
	27.4
	4,110,000

	9
	Longford Central RWSS
	Contract 6: Main Upgrade of Lough Forbes WTW
	4
	4,000,000
	28.6
	1,144,000

	Total LCC Contribution
	11,910,000


5. Schemes for Inclusion in Programme at Planning Stage
	Scheme 
	Contracts
	Type 
	Category 
	Estimated Cost

€
	Start 
	Finish 

	Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme Stage 
	Contract 6:  Water Abstraction Order for Main Upgrade of Lough Forbes WTW
	W 
	4
	250,000
	2010
	2010

	Longford Town Sewerage Scheme
	Contract 2: Network Upgrade
	S
	3,4
	6,500,000
	2010
	2015

	Gowna Regional Water Supply Scheme – Strategic Review
	 
	W
	3,4
	3,000,000
	2011
	2015

	Longford Sewerage Scheme (New Sewers)
	Contract 1: Advance Works 
	S
	3
	1,500,000
	2010
	2015

	7 Villages Sewage Scheme:-
Legan, Keenagh, Abbeylara, Barry, Enybegs, Killashee, Stonepark.
	 
	S
	4
	3,000,000
	2010
	2015


6. Summary 
	Description 
	Estimated LCC Contribution 

€

	Contracts at Construction Stage 
	4,517,800

	Longford Water Conservation Contracts in Progress 

Stage 2 Phase 2/ Stage 3 Phase 1
	709,400

	Longford Water Conservation Contracts to Start 2010-2012 

Stage 3 Phase 2 
	740,000

	Contracts to Advance to Construction 2010- 2012 
	11,910,000

	Total 
	17,877,200


The officials replied to queries raised by the members.
Concern was expressed by the members that the Council will have to provide €17.8m in order to have environmental compliance to Environmental Protection Agency Drinking Water Regulations and Waste Water Regulations.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that the Council seek permission from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to raise a loan and use development contributions to fund the loan and to seek a derogation whereby a local authority has to borrow money to comply with European Directives.

Weight Restriction at Newcastle Bridge, Ballymahon.
Councillor B. Steele again raised the question of placing a weight restriction at Newcastle Bridge.  The members from the Ballymahon Electoral Area supported Councillor Steele in his request.
Mr. T. Rooney, Acting Director of Services, stated that the Part 8 Planning Process was carried out and the rehabilitation works have been completed on Newcastle Bridge and the bridge is capable of taking normal road traffic, without placing a weight restriction on same.  Traffic calming measures have been put in place and additional signage will also be put in place on all approach roads indicating that there is a narrow bridge ahead.  

It was agreed that this matter will be considered again at the next Area meeting.

Progress Report on Capital Schemes – Water Services Investment Programme  

2007 – 2009.
Mr. T. Rooney, Acting Director of Services, updated the members as follows:-

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme- Reservoir and Pipelines–Stage 6 

This scheme will provide a new 10,000 m³ reservoir at Knockahaw to serve Longford Town and environs, a new watermain to connect it to the existing service reservoir at Prucklish and some new distribution mains in Longford Town.

Carty Contractors Limited commenced work on this Contract on 5th August 2008. The Contract is for two year duration and is progressing well. Pipe laying is completed with the exception of the railway crossing. The reservoir construction is almost complete and testing of the reservoir is in progress.

The total contract and non-contract cost for Longford Regional Water Supply Scheme Stage 6 (Reservoir and Rising Mains) is approximately €13,400,000 and will require a local contribution of €3,618,000. 

Ballymahon Regional Water Supply Scheme

Tobin Consulting Engineers have been appointed for the Ballymahon Regional Water Supply Scheme. This Scheme will involve upgrading of Abbeyshrule Water Treatment Plant and the construction of strategic links to Edgeworthstown and Kenagh. The total estimated cost is €4.5m with a local contribution of €1.39m. 

Advance works for the Edgeworthstown link was completed in February 2009 resulting in the decommissioning of Corbeagh Water Treatment Works. Works on installation of booster pump to alleviate pressure problems in Edgeworthstown were completed September 2009 and pumps have been commissioned.

Preparation of Contract Documents for remainder of Scheme is currently being progressed. Process for prequalification of contractors for upgrading of Abbeyshrule Water Treatment Works has been completed. Preparation of contract documents for the tender process is almost complete.  Site investigation has been completed.

Drumlish, Newtownforbes, Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee Sewerage Scheme

These villages have been bundled together for contract and operational purposes. There will be three contracts and it is intended to procure the above scheme using three contracts as follows;

Contract 1
Collection network for Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee

Contract 3
Collection network for Drumlish and Newtownforbes

Contract 2
Treatment Plants for all the above schemes, procured through a design, build operate process

Contract 1 Clarke Quarries Ltd commenced work on this Contract on 6th July 2009. It is envisaged that the works on the network will be completed by February 2010. 

                                                                                                                                 Contract 3 P & S Civils Ltd have completed works on this Contract. Substantial completion certificate has been issued to the contractor.

                                                                                                                                                                                                           Contract 2 – Sites for Waste Water Treatment Plants have been acquired. Sites for pumping station and access roads are currently in legal transfer process. 

Tender documents have been issued to the shortlisted Contractors and tender closing date has been extended to 5th November 2009 due to new surface water regulations.

Granard Regional Water Supply Scheme Strategic Review
The main work proposed in phase 1 to carry out improvements at the treatment works, construct a new watermain to supply the existing reservoirs and in phase 2 to extend the network to serve an area of the scheme to the North of Granard. The estimated cost is €6.3m with a local contribution of €1.9m.  

Preparation of Contract Documents has commenced and is ongoing. Process for prequalification of contractors for upgrading of Lough Kinale Water Treatment Works has been completed. Preparation of contract documents for the tender process is almost complete.  Site investigation has been completed.

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme Strategic Review
Longford County Council have now received DoEHLG approval to finalise contract documents for short term/ operational upgrade of Lough Forbes WTW. The Department has advised LCC that a water abstraction order is required to be put in place before any further works could be funded by the Department for this scheme.

Six contractors have been shortlisted for short term/ operational upgrade of Lough Forbes Water Treatment Works. Technical Scoping Document for short term/ operational upgrade of Lough Forbes Water Treatment Works has been approved by the Department. It is envisaged that contract documents for the short term upgrade of Lough Forbes WTW will be issued by month end. Site investigation has been completed.

Longford Sewerage Phase 2

Consultants have been appointed by the Planning Department of Longford County Council to prepare a Local Area Plan for the South East Environs of Longford Town. This is a requirement of the DoEHLG prior to any consideration of a Sewerage Scheme for this area. 

Draft Local Area Plan is at public consultation stage.

Longford Town Sewerage Scheme- (Network Review, Waste Water Treatment Plant and Hub Centre for Sludge) 

Procurement for consultants for this scheme has commenced as advised by the DoEHLG. 

The Council has shortlisted seven consultants who will tender for consultative engineering services for this scheme. The brief has been sent to the Department for comments/approval.

Lanesborough Water Supply Stage /Lanesborough Regional Water Supply Scheme 

The current estimated cost is €8.0m with a local contribution of €2.0m. In light of the risk associated with vulnerable groundwater sources to Cryptosporidium outbreak, full water treatment will now be required with reclassification of this project to a Regional Water Supply Scheme and expand the scheme to include the Newtowncashel water supply. The Lanesborough Regional Water Supply Scheme has now been included in the new Water Services Investment Programme 2007 – 2009.

The consultants are finalising the work associated with the original brief.

Longford Grouped Towns and Villages Sewerage Scheme Feasibility Study

The DoEHLG has rejected WSIP funding being made available for this scheme.  The key issue contained within the Water Pricing Policy Report is the Unit Costs / Existing House. These range from 14,000 to 36,000 euro and are in excess of the departmental funding criteria threshold of €10,000 per house. The Department advised that should a developer be prepared to install a treatment plant and some network, consideration could be given to part funding the scheme.

Longford County Council has been advised by DoEHLG to prepare design brief for 5 villages which may be viable and to include Legan and Kenagh. Procurement of consultants is required to advance these villages. However Legan and Kenagh Scheme are now being advanced under the Small Schemes Programme. 

Water Conservation Scheme

The Water Conservation and Leakage detection project has proved very successful and continues to yield major savings in UFW (unaccounted for water) in all District Meter Areas throughout the County. 

The Council made a submission to the DoEHLG for funding of €17.4m to replace defective watermains in the Town and County with a Phase 1 proposal for €6.5m. 

The tender process for Phase 1 is complete and the Council is now waiting for formal approval from the Department to appoint the Contractor. 
The cost for Stage Phase 1 contract is approximately €1,800,000. It is envisaged that the construction stage of this contract which will involve works in Longford Town and environs will commence in November 2009 with 18 month contract duration. 

An application for a Phase 2 Remedial Works Contract for rehabilitation of further defective water mains throughout the County has been made to the DoEHLG and LCC are awaiting approval for this proposed Scheme.

Lanesborough Sewerage Scheme

This Scheme is amalgamated with Roscommon 16 Villages Sewerage Scheme and Roscommon County Council is the Contracting Authority for this Scheme. The Scheme will involve constructing a pumping station and rising main to pump sewerage to a treatment plant to be constructed in Ballyleague, Co. Roscommon.

16 submissions have been received for the DBO prequalification process and consultants are assessing submissions in order to shortlist 5 contractors for the tender process. DBO contract documents are being finalised and it is envisaged that tender documents will be issued to shortlisted contractors and returned by June 2010.

Contractor for collection system contract has commenced work in Ballyleague/ Lanesborough and contract is programmed to complete by January 2010.

Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy:-
“That the Council extends the new sewage system in Ballinalee to include the National School on the Granard Road as there are serious problems with the school’s old septic tank  system and the school has been approved for a new extension which will be commencing shortly and it now has 160 pupils on the roll.”
Mr. T. Rooney, Acting Director of Services, stated that the Council is not in a position to extend the new sewerage scheme.  At an early stage of the project, a pipeline was included by Longford County Council but the Department indicated that the size of the scheme had to be reduced and that any further extension of pipelines within the Village would have to be developer led.

Part 8 – Manager’s Report  -  Legan Sewage Treatment Plant.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was

unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 – Manager’s Report in accordance with the 

Planning and Development Act 2000 – Section 179; Planning and Development

Regulations 2001 –2007, Part 8; in respect of Legan Sewage Treatment Plant,

as circulated with the Agenda.

Part 8 – Manager’s Report  -  Kenagh Sewage Treatment Plant Upgrade.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was

unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 – Manager’s Report in accordance with the 

Planning and Development Act 2000 – Section 179; Planning and Development

Regulations 2001 –2007, Part 8; in respect of Kenagh Sewage Treatment Plant Upgrade,

as circulated with the Agenda.

Roads:
Minutes of Granard/Drumlish County Electoral Area Committee Meetings.
The Minutes of Granard/Drumlish County Electoral Area Committee Meetings held on 12th March 2009 and 8th July 2009, which had been circulated, were noted.

Minutes of Ballymahon County Electoral Area Committee Meetings.
The Minutes of Ballymahon County Electoral Area Committee Meetings held on 

6th April and 9th July 2009, which had been circulated, were noted.

Notice of Motion.

Roads Programme.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor L. McEntire was deferred to the November meeting of the Council:-
“That this Council contacts the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to ensure that there is no change regarding the system already in place for roads being submitted by local Councillors to the Department, and not allow the National Roads Authority the final decision.”
Environment:-
Organic Solvent Licenses.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by  Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor P. Connell:-
“That this Council writes to the Minister of the Environment to know how many Organic Solvent Licenses have been issued nationwide  under Vehicle Finishing Products Regulation 2007 under the direction of the EPA since 1st March 2008.”

The members discussed, in detail, the situation in County Longford pertaining to Organic Solvent Licences.
It was agreed that a letter will be sent to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government outlining the Council’s concerns regarding Organic Solvent Licences.

Car-parking in Granard.
Councillor P.J. Reilly expressed disappointment that following from the Part 8 Notice which was adopted at the July meeting of the Council in respect of the development of plot of land at Moxham Street, Granard for car parking purposes that the purchase of the land is now not going ahead.

Mr. T. Rooney, Acting Director of Services, informed the meeting that it is very regrettable that the Council does not have the finance available, at the present time, to proceed with the purchase of the land in question.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the September meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Draft Revised Development Contribution Scheme.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the draft revised Development Contribution Scheme and advertise same in the local papers and invite written submissions on same.
Update on Cluid Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road.  

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services stated that there has been no change in the status of the Cluid Housing Association proposal since the last report to the Council at the September meting on 16th September, 2009.  In May 2009, Longford County Council wrote to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DOEHLG) requesting that Cluid Housing Association’s application for funding for Phase II of the St. Michael’s Road project be granted approval to progress to the Planning and Procurement stage.  Longford County Council received a letter from the DOEHLG on September 8th 2009 which detailed in-depth additional information which must be submitted before the application could be processed further.  This request for additional information has been forwarded to Cluid Housing Association.  Longford County Council is very supportive of this application and recognises the huge improvement it would make to the area and Longford town in general.  The Council has confirmed to the Department that the project should be given priority status.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor P. Connell seconded that the Council write to Minister Michael Finneran requesting that the Cluid Housing Scheme at 

St. Michael’s Road, Longford be given utmost priority.
Notices of Motions.

Telecommunications Mast at Barrack Street, Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Mayor P. Nolan:-
“That this Council treat very sensitively the application for the new telecommunications mast at Barrack Street in Granard due to the close proximity of it to the dwellings in Denniston Park and Barrack Street.”
Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that he is not in a position to reply regarding individual planning applications.  Each application is carefully considered in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.  The Planning Authority must have regard to matters set out in the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2007, including the provisions of the Development Plan, government policy, and written submissions, etc.

Sale of the old Fire Station in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor T. Victory:-

“Now that the sale of the old Fire Station in Granard has not developed have the Council made any plans for its use and Redmond’s Terrace, as both are in very bad repair.” 

The meeting was informed that the old fire station in Granard is currently for sale.  Redmond Terrace consists of 5No. houses, two of which are privately owned.  There are two dwellings currently occupied, and those remaining are in poor condition.

Consideration is currently being given to a number of options, subject to funding as follows:

1. Sell portion or all of Longford County Council’s interest in 

Redmond Terrace, thereby removing some of all future cost and

liabilities.

2. Seek to purchase the 2No. private properties, and refurbish/

redevelop the estate.

Councillor P.J. Reilly requested that officials from the Council speak with the owners of the two private dwellings.
Piece of land at Grian Ard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor P. Connell:-

“That this Council clear and seed the patch of land at Grian Ard, until funding is available to construct the six houses which was the original plan.”

The meeting was informed that the Council has applied to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for funding in 2010 to provide 6No. OPDs at the site at Grian Árd.  The site will be subsumed into the project.  Should the project fail to proceed, it can be cleared and seeded, subject to availability of finance.

Leasing of Houses.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady:-

“That this Council discuss with the members the Circular Letter referring to the leasing of houses.”


A copy of the Circular mentioned in Mayor Nolan’s motion was circulated to the members.

Mayor Nolan requested that it be recorded in the Minute of the meeting that she is totally opposed to the proposals outlined in Circular Letter N3/09 regarding New Leasing Agreements under the Social Housing Programme.   It was agreed that a letter be sent to Minister Finneran stating that the members of Longford County Council do not wish to become involved with the new Leasing Arrangements under the Social Housing Programme, as outlined in Circular N3/09.
Update on Cluid Housing Project.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor P. Connell:-

“That an update on the Cluid Housing project at St. Michael’s Road be given to the meeting.”

It was noted that Mayor Nolan’s Motion has already been dealt with under the Agenda item “Update on Cluid Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road”.  

Update on County Development Plan.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly:-

“I would like an update on the County Development Plan, and in particular the provision of a Village Development Plan for Mullinalaghta to include the erection of public lighting to the Village
boundary and, therefore, include the local Post Office and National

School.”
Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that the County Development Plan categorises villages into three tiers.  It specifies Local Area Plans for Tier 1 villages, and Village Policy Statements for Tiers 2 and 3.  Except for Clondra and Abbeylara, Tier 1 Plans are completed.   There are 13No. Tier 2 villages and 16No. Tier 3 villages, of which Mullinalaghta is a Tier 3 village.
When a Policy Statement is completed for Mullinalaghta, as resources permit, extension of the public lighting system in the village to match the revised village envelope can be considered in line with a review of the 2003 –2013 Public Lighting Plan currently in implementation by the Infrastructural Section of the Council.

Unfinished Housing Estates.

It was agreed that the following item will be placed on the Agenda for the November meeting of the Council -  Update on progress with Unfinished Estates.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Letter dated 16th September 2009 received from Mr. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the principle of Equalisation was noted.
Letter dated 24th September 2009 received from Mr. Noel Dempsey, T.D., Minister for Transport regarding Rural Transport Services was noted.
Letter dated 27th August 2009 received from the National Roads Authority regarding the management of Regional and Local Roads Programme was noted.
Letter dated 9th October 2009 received from the Department of Transport regarding Regional and Local Road Grants was noted.
Councillor S. Farrell expressed concern regarding the new role of the National Roads Authority in relation to regional and local road grants.
Moratorium on the Recruitment of Staff by the Health Services Executive.

Mayor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor P. Belton that a further letter be sent to Professor Brendan Drumm and to the Minister for Health requesting that the moratorium on the recruitment of staff in the health sector be lifted.  It was further agreed that a copy of the letter be forwarded to the Longford/Westmeath members of the Oireachtas.

CONFERENCES AND REPORTS FROM CONFERENCES.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Connell seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by members of the Council:

(i) Esperenza Enterprises.

“Challenged Local Authorities

  Promoting Community Development”

The Glenlo Abbey Hotel, Bushypark, Co. Galway.

16th to 18th October 2009.

(ii) Ashford Building Services.

“Voluntary Housing and Sheltered Housing for the Elderly”

Manor West Hotel, Killarney Road, Tralee, Co. Kerry.

23rd to 25th October 2009.

(iii) Kadenza Consultancies Ltd.

“Health & Safety, Drugs & Alcohol Abuse

Anti-Social Behaviour – Impact on A & E Depts.”

Carraig Hotel, Main Street, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary.

30th October to 1st November 2009.

(iv) Superior Training.

“Public Policy Making & the Councillor”

Carlton Atlantic Hotel, Westport, Co. Mayo.

30th October to 1st November 2009.

(v) The Ceifin Centre.

“Who is in Charge? Towards a Leadership of Service”

West County Hotel, Ennis, Co. Clare.

3rd and 4th November 2009.

(vi) Shannon Development National Conference.

Dynamic Regions.

Thomond Park Stadium, Limerick City.

6th November 2009.

(vii) Local Authority Member’s Association.

Annual Winter Seminar.

Carlton Castletroy Park Hotel, Dublin Road, Limerick.

6th and 7th November 2009.

(viii) Ace Training and Management.

“Time Management, Media & IT Skills Conference.”

Creggan Court Hotel, Athlone.

6th to 8th November 2009.

(ix) Kadenza Consultancies Ltd.

“Council Budgets 2010”

Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny.

20th to 22nd November 2009.

(x) Kadenza Consultancies Ltd.

“Finance Budgets for 2010 plus”

Carlton Millrace Hotel, Bunclody.

27th to 29th November 2009.

(xi) Planning & The European Law.

Waterford.

4th – 6th September 2009.

(xii) Mid-Western River Basin District Meeting.

Ballybay, Co. Monaghan.

11th March 2009.


(xiii)
Induction Programme for Newly Elected Members.



Maynooth.



29th and 30th September 2009.

(xiv) Conference.

Castlebellingham, Co. Louth.

9th and 10th October 2009.

(xv) Training Programme for Newly Elected Members.

Kilkenny.

7th and 8th October 2009.

(xvi) Training Programme for Newly Elected Members.

Sligo.

14th October 2009.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 18th November 2009.

Signed: _______________
             Mayor.
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