
LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Adjourned February Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 25th February 2009 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Sean O Fearghaile, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Frank Kilbride, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady,

Peggy Nolan, Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí,

and P.J Reilly.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.




Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.




Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.


Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.
Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.




Mr. Tom Murtagh, A/ Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McGreevy family, Teffia Park, Longford on the death of Sheila McGreevy.                   
Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Flood family, Legan on the death of Bridget Flood.
Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Maguire family, Lislea, Kenagh on the death of Noel Maguire.

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Harry Rogers and the Rogers family, Mullinroe, Dring on the death of their mother, May.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Catherine Reid, Aughnacliffe on the death of her brother, 
Peter Kearney.

ADJOURNED MEETING.

Mayor S. Farrell welcomed the members to the Adjourned February meeting of the Council.   He stated that the February meeting was adjourned as a mark of respect to Councillor Seamus Butler on the death of his mother, Ann.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor P. Belton, 
the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on the 21st January 2009 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

Regional and Local Roads Investment Programme.

Councillor A. Mitchell expressed concern regarding a Circular which was issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government stating that any new contractual commitments entered into by Local Authorities will now require prior approval of the Department of Finance.

The County Manager undertook to seek clarification from the Department’s Inspectorate and the issue will be placed on the Agenda for the March meeting of the Council.

Funding for Disabled Persons Grants and Essential Repairs Grants.

Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government be requested to provide additional funding for Disabled Persons Grants and Essential Repairs Grants.

CORPORATE, ENVIRONMENTAL, EMERGENCY, RECREATION AND AMENITY SERVICES.

Date for March meeting of the Council.

It was agreed that the March meeting be held on Wednesday, 18th March 2009.
Progress Report on the implementation of Longford County Council’s 

Irish Language Scheme.

The Progress Report on the implementation of Longford County Council’s Irish Language Scheme, which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

The meeting  was informed that Ms. Ann O’Donnell is the Council’s Irish Officer.

Draft Enforcement Policy on Illegal Waste Activity.

Councillor G. Brady, Chairperson, Environment and Water Services Strategic Policy Committee introduced the Policy Document to the meeting.

He stated that in July 2008, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government issued a policy direction under Section 60 of the Waste Management Act requiring each local authority to prepare a Draft Enforcement Policy on Illegal Waste Activity.

The Draft Enforcement Policy that is being placed before the members has been considered by the Environmental and Water Services Strategic Policy Committee.   That Committee recommends that the Policy be adopted by the Council.

The Policy sets out the framework that Longford County Council will use in acting against illegal waste activity that may occur within County Longford.   The Policy will strengthen the position of the Council when illegal waste activities are being targeted.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that the Policy, as presented to the Council, be adopted.

The members discussed, at length, the issue of illegal dumping in the County.   Concern was expressed again that some homeowners without refuse bins were indiscriminately dumping their household waste at litter blackspots.   
The members listed a number of specific blackspots in the County.   All members agreed that the support of the Judiciary is essential when penalties are being imposed for illegal dumping.  Praise was forthcoming from the members on the work being carried out by the local Tidy Towns Committees and the Community Gardai.
Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, outlined the steps which are being taken by the local authority in the fight against illegal dumping.

It was agreed that a Press Release, which will include the Phone Number for the Litter Complaints Hotline  -  1850 434 450,  will be issued to the media and the adopted Enforcement Policy on Illegal Waste Activity will be placed on the Council’s Website.

Notices of Motions.
Amenity Area at Lanesboro.

Councillor A. Farrell requested that the following Motion be deferred to the May meeting of the Council:-
“That a Harbour be provided for small craft at the Amenity Area at
Lanesboro.”
Child Protection Services in Longford/Westmeath.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor P. Belton:-

“That this Council seek, through our three representatives to the H.S.E. access to the report regarding child protection services in Longford/Westmeath.   In light of the fact that this report has been unpublished since 2006.

It points to the fact that children are being inappropriately placed in hospital beds due to the lack of resources, which is hampering services.”

The members of the Regional Health Forum agreed to seek clarity from the Health Services Executive regarding this issue. 

A document was circulated to the members outlining a Motion proposed by the members of the Regional Health Forum on the administration of the H.P.V. vaccine and the reply thereto from Dr. Phil Jennings, Director of Public Health.
Harvesting of Turf.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor  M. Kilbride-Harkin:-

“That this Council asks the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to allow farmers to continue to harvest turf for their own use in local bogs.”

It was agreed that a letter be issued to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.   It was also agreed that the Council seek the support of the  Association of County and City Councillors.
Attendance at Council Meetings in 2008  -  Councillor S. Butler.

Councillor Butler referred to a news story that was published in the Irish Independent recently and subsequently in the local media relating to his attendances at Meetings of the Council in 2008. 

He stated that the statistics that were advised to the Irish Independent were not properly transcribed when the newspaper was compiling its news story. The statistics quoted relating to his attendance at Meetings of the Council in 2008 were incorrect. In a table illustrating the numbers of Meetings attended by Councillors it was incorrectly recorded that he was absent from six of the twenty full Meetings of the Council that were convened in 2008.

 

In fact, he was in attendance at sixteen of the twenty Council Meetings that were held in 2008.  Councillor Butler stated that he is aware that the Council was not responsible in any way for the error that occurred.    He is taking legal advice on the matter.
INFRASTRUCTURAL SERVICES

Roads:

Progress Report on the  Proposed Motorway from Mullingar to Rooskey.

Update from National Roads Design Office, Mullingar.

The meeting was informed that the National Roads Authority’s grant allocation this year for the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) road improvement scheme is €1.55m. 

Currently design consultants, Hyder Tobin JV, are progressing the route selection process with the intention of bringing forward an emerging preferred route for public consultation towards the end of April 2009.  This will enable a decision on a preferred route for the scheme towards the end of June 2009. 

Planning restrictions in relation to this scheme will then be narrowed down to just the area affected by the preferred route corridor. 

The next step in the design process is the preliminary design stage of the chosen option.  As this year’s grant allocation is not sufficient for the continued involvement of the design consultants beyond the route selection process, the advancement of the preliminary design will be undertaken directly by staff in the National Roads Design Office. 
Draft Roadworks Scheme 2009.
Mr. T. Murtagh, Acting Director of Services, outlined the details of the Draft Roadworks Scheme 2009 and the National and Non-National Roads Allocations for 2009.

Mr. Murtagh referred to the draft 2009 Roads programme which showed a budget for Non National Roads for Salting / Gritting. Significant additional expenditure on this item was spent  during the unusually severe weather in January and February 2009. The allocation is likely to be exceeded and in this event  the non National Road maintenance budget would be reduced by a corresponding amount. 

The Acting Director of Services replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues:-

· Health and Safety Costs.
· Speed control at Schools.
· Upgrading of Pothole Maintenance Machine.
· N63 Scheme.
· Repairs to the Ballinalee Road into Longford town.
· Lisnanagh Road, Edgeworthstown.
· Maintenance of road verges.
· Repairs to lower Main Street, Longford.
· Condition of roads following work undertaken by Waterways Ireland at various bridges in the County.
· Staffing in the Roads Section.
· Drynan Bridge, Ballymahon.
Water and Sewerage:

Councillor S. Butler requested that it be recorded in the Minute of the Meeting that he had absented himself from the meeting for the next item, due to a conflict of interest.

Update on Drumlish, Newtownforbes, Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee 

Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. T. Murtagh, Acting Director of Services, stated that these villages have been bundled together for contract and operational purposes.    It is intended to progress the Construction of  the above scheme using three contracts as follows;

Contract 1
Collection network for Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee

Contract 3
Collection network for Drumlish and Newtownforbes

Contract 2
Treatment Plants for all the above schemes, procured through a design, build operate process

Contract 1 

Archaeological Investigation works have been completed. The Final Report is due next week.
Longford County Council is currently corresponding with the Contractor regarding insurances , health and safety etc. with a view to  awarding the Network Contract next week.  Construction works are expected to take approximately 30 weeks.  

                                                                                                                                 Contract 3  The Contract signing has taken place in October 2008 with P & S Civils Ltd.   the successful tenderer. The Contractor has commenced work on the Network in Drumlish with work in Newtownforbes to follow.  Construction works are expected to take approximately 25 weeks. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           Contract 2 - Sites for Waste Water Treatment Plants and Pumping Stations are negotiated with landowners and are currently in Legal transfer process.

DBO Contract Documents have been forwarded to the Department ( 3rd April 2008 ) for approval. Approval received 18th November 2008.

Prequalification of DBO tenderers is ongoing with interviewing and shortlisting of applicants to take place on Friday 20th of  February 2009.

All the members welcomed the progress on the Drumlish, Newtownforbes, Ardagh, 
Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee Sewerage Scheme.
Mr. Murtagh replied to queries on the following issues:-

· Location in Drumlish of the sign outlining the details of the Scheme.
· Prequalification of DBO tenderers   -  interviewing and shortlisting of applicants.
· Timeframe of the different stages of the Project.

It was agreed that an indicative timeframe for the project will be given to the members at the March Meeting.

Boiled Water Notice in Edgeworthstown.

The Meeting was informed that the old water supply at Corbeagh has been decommissioned and water is now being brought from the Ballymahon Regional Water Supply Scheme.  Cross connections and house connections are being completed this week.    Monitoring by the Health Service Executive with a view to lifting the Boiled Water Notice commenced on Monday 23rd February.   Results of this monitoring will be available next week. 
Three consecutive clear results are required before the Boiled Water Notice can be lifted. The HSE will advise Longford County Council when they consider the Boiled Water Notice can be lifted.   Longford County Council will then inform the public

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE, CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.

Establishment of a Joint Working Committee with Longford Town Council in relation to the Connolly Barracks Site.

The members of the Council agreed that along with the Mayor of each Council, that there should be three members from each of  the Councils.
It was also agreed that Ms. Josephine O’Donnell, Chief Executive Officer, Longford Vocational Education Committee, should be a member of the Committee.
Councillors Peggy Nolan, Michael Nevin, Denis Glennon and Mayor Sean Farrell were nominated from Longford County Council.

It was agreed that the Sub-committee will meet and co-opt additional members if this is considered necessary.     A report will be submitted by the Sub-committee to the May meeting of the Council.
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims received during January 2009.

It was noted that no public liability claims had been received during January 2009.

Draft Audit Committee Charter.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, stated that following October 2008 Monthly meeting of the Council, a letter was sent to the Director of Audit seeking official clarification on the content of the Draft Audit Committee Charter.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor S. Butler it was agreed that the following sentence:-
“Generally Foster the development of best practice in the internal audit function…..”
be replaced with 

“Foster the development of best practice in the internal audit function…..”

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Audit Committee Charter, as presented to the Council including the above amendment.
Annual Financial Statement 2008.

The Head of Finance outlined the details of the Draft Annual Financial Statement 2008 and replied to queries from the members.  

The Mayor and the members complimented the Head of Finance and the staff of the Finance Section for the prompt production of the Annual Financial Statement 2008.   

The Head of Finance paid particular tribute to Ms. Maeve Killian and Mr. Michael Hand for their involvement in the preparation of the Annual Financial Statement for 2008.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor D. Glennon, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Annual Financial Statement 2008 and approve the excess expenditure as set out in the County Manager’s report.

Development Contributions.

The Head of Finance circulated a Summary Report on Development Contributions as at the 31st December 2008.

The members expressed concern regarding the amount of uncollected Development Contributions and queried if the Scheme should be reassessed. 

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Nevin that the following item be placed on the Agenda for the March meeting:-

· Review of Development Contribution Scheme.

Local Government Act 2001 - Annual Ethics Declaration.

It was noted that the Annual Ethics Declaration forms need to be returned before the 

28th February 2009.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 1st December 2008.             

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 1st December 2008 were noted.             

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the January meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Planning Statistics 2008.

The report on Planning Statistics for 2008, which was circulated to the members, was noted.

N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) Upgrade   -    Planning Applications in Constraints Study Area.

The meeting was informed that no planning applications were refused in the constraints study area of the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) scheme.

Manager’s Report on Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 – 2013. 
Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, summarised the details of the Manager’s Report in relation to submissions received in respect of the Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 – 2013, which had been circulated to the members.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor D. Glennon, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 – 2013.

Councillor P. Nolan, who is the Chairperson of the Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, thanked the members of the Committee for their work on behalf of the Committee.
Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 31, The Demesne, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor M. Nevin, it was

unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of No. 31, The Demesne, Longford to

John and Regina Moloney in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local 

Government Act 2001 issued on the 29th January 2009.

Disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at Leitrim, Newtownforbes, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor M. Nevin,

it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of  property at Leitrim, 

Newtownforbes, Co. Longford to Mr. Michael Mulleady in accordance with the terms 

of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 3rd February 2009.

Notices of Motions.

€100m Funding.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor G. Brady:-

“That the Director of Services for Housing gives this Council a breakdown of the benefits to Longford County Council from the €100m funding announced by Minister Michael Finneran on the 30th January 2009.

The meeting was informed that Longford County Council has not been allocated any funding under the Capital Funding and Remedial Works Scheme announced by 
Minister Finneran on the 30th January 2009.

Clean up of Colmcille Terrace, Granard.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor P.J. Reilly was deferred to the March meeting of the Council.
“That funding be provided for a clean up of rubbish and to install CCTV cameras at Colmcille Terrace in Granard.”

CORRESPONDENCE

Letter dated 16th January 2009 received by Deputy Peter Kelly from Mr. Brendan Smith, T.D., Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food regarding decisions announced relating to the Agricultural Sector in the Budget for 2009 was noted.

Letter dated 22nd January 2009 received from the Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, concerning the Installation Aid, Farm Retirement and Suckler Welfare Scheme was noted.

The members expressed concern regarding the correspondence received from the Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor A. Farrell seconded that a directive should be issued to the Banks requesting that payment of interest on loans outstanding by farmers be deferred.
Letter dated 29th January 2009 received from the Office of the Minister for Housing, Urban Renewal and Developing Areas regarding Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes and request that the Minister meet with a deputation from Longford County Council was noted.

Letter dated 3rd February 2009 received from the Department of Social and Family Affairs regarding the Fuel Allowance payment was noted.
CONFERENCES:

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by members of the Council:

(i) Colmcille Heritage Trust.

“Ireland and the Recession”

27th February to 1st March 2009.

The Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan,

Church Hill, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

(ii) Superior Training.

“Renewable Energy  -  Planning the Future.”

15th to 17th February 2009.

Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo.

(iii) Mid-West Regional Authority.

“Ireland’s Water”  -  What is the Real Cost?

19th and 20th February 2009.

Woodlands House Hotel, Adare, Co. Limerick.

(iv) Third Sector Forum.

“Maximising Your Vote.”

26th, 27th and 28th February 2009.

Red Cow Moran Hotel, Naas Road, Clondalkin.

(v) National Association of Councillors.

“Protecting our Environment.”

27th February to 1st March 2009.

Best Western Carlton Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool.

(vi) Superior Training.

“Election 2009:  The Challenges”

25th to 27th February 2009.

Ballsbridge Inn, Ballsbridge, Dublin.

(vii) Kadenza Consultancies Ltd.

“Climate change, alternative energies & the nuclear experience”

6th to 8th March 2009.

Raheen House Hotel, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

(viii) Esperenza Enterprises.

“Building Energy Regulations Seminar for Councillors.”

13th to 15th March 2009.

The Glenlo Abbey Hotel, Bushypark, Co. Galway.

(ix) Esperanza Enterprises.

“Planning and Development Control Seminar for Councillors.”

20th to 22nd March 2009.

The Glenlo Abbey Hotel, Bushypark, Co. Galway.

(x) Kerry Literary & Cultural Centre, Listowel, Co. Kerry.

“The Economic & Social Benefits of Preserving 

our Cultural Heritage.”

26th and 27th March 2009.

The Listowel Arms Hotel.

(xi) Border, Midland & Western Regional Assembly.

“That National Spatial Strategy  -  Is it Delivering Balanced

Regional Development?”

2nd April 2009.

Abbey Hotel, Roscommon.

(xii) Association of County and City Councils.

“Conference 2009”

2nd and 3rd April 2009.

Kilkenny Ormonde Hotel.

(xiii) Merriman Summer School.

Galway.

6th – 8th February 2009.

(xiv) Information and Communication Technologies

for Councillors.

Wicklow.

6th – 8th February 2009.

(xv) Folklife Studies Conference.

Killarney, Co. Kerry.

18th – 21st September 2008.
(xvi) Conference.

Athlone.

29th and 30th September 2009.

(xvii) Belguim and France.

22nd to 26th September 2008.

(xviii) Conference in Waterford
8th and 9th November 2008.

(xix) Meeting of the Shannon River Basin.

Cavan.

26th November 2008.

(xx) N.R.A. Meeting.

Dublin

2nd December 2009.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 18th  March  2009.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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