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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 6th  May 2009 at 11.00 a.m.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Sean O Fearghaile, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, 

James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Donncha MacGleannain, Victor Kiernan, 

Frank Kilbride, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady,

Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, 

P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.









Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.




Mr. Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer.





Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. Paul Newell,  NRA Liaison Engineer



MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey)  -  Emerging Preferred Route Corridor and Public Consultation Exhibition Arrangements.

Mayor S. Farrell welcomed the Councillors and the members of the Project Team.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, introduced the representatives from the National Roads Design Office and Hyder Tobin Consultants as follows:-

Ambrose Clarke, Senior Executive Engineer,

Westmeath National Roads Design Office

Anne Marie Corroon, Public Liaison Officer,

Westmeath National Roads Design Office

John Colleran, Project Director, 

Hyder Tobin Consultants

Mick Farey, Project Manager, 

Hyder Tobin Consultants

Will Murray, Deputy Project Manager,

Hyder Tobin Consultants
Mr. Colleran addressed the meeting as follows:-

Introduction

· First Consultation September 2007: Constraints Study Area

· Second Consultation September 2008: Route Corridor Options 

· Third Consultation May 2009: Emerging Preferred Route Corridor

Exhibitions to be held:

· Monday 11th May, Longford Arms Hotel, 2pm to 8pm

· Tuesday 12th May, Park House Hotel, Edgeworthstown, 2pm to 8pm

· Wednesday 13th May, Mullingar Park Hotel, Mullingar, 2pm to 8pm

The Need For the Scheme

· This section of the existing N4 is approximately 52km long and is a single carriageway currently carrying Average Annual Daily Traffic volumes of approximately 14,600 vehicles per day near Mullingar, 13,000 near Edgeworthstown, 10,000 to 15,800 near Longford and 8,000 near Roosky. Average journey speeds from Mullingar to Roosky are approximately 70kph, but the average journey speed required to ensure the minimum acceptable level of service on the national route, is 80kph.

· There are also numerous minor junctions and private accesses along the existing route, where slow moving vehicles join the N4. Through traffic also has a negative impact on local communities including Newtownforbes, Longford, Edgeworthstown, Rathowen and Ballinalack.

· For 2035 the forecast traffic flows are approximately 22,200 near Mullingar, 20,000 near Edgeworthstown,19,300 to 23,800 near Longford and 12,200 vehicles per day near Roosky. 

· 11,600 vehicles per day is the upper limit for a single carriageway designed to current standards, to provide the necessary level of service for road users

· Consequently, a dual carriageway (two lanes in either direction) is proposed, in order to cater for existing and future traffic flows

· This project is included in  T21, NDP, NSS and County Development Plans
Summary of Options Considered

· Many different route options have been considered  

· Three feasible Route Corridor Options together with various Links between them were displayed at the Public Exhibitions in September 2008

· A further three options were subsequently identified for appraisal by combining some of the links and some sections of the first three options 

· Six Route Corridor Options have therefore been appraised:

· Option 1: Red Route – as shown at exhibitions in September 2008

· Option 2: Orange Route – as shown at exhibitions in September 2008

· Option 3: Green Route – as shown at exhibitions in September 2008

· Option 4: Pink Route – Most northerly route bypassing Longford Town

· Option 5: Purple Route – Most southerly route bypassing Longford Town

· Option 6: Blue Route – as identified from the appraisals

· None of the Options performs best in every aspect but the appraisals indicate that Option 6 is the best performing option in overall terms, in relation to Environmental Impacts and Engineering Aspects and has a strong Economic performance
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      Emerging Preferred Route Corridor.

· Emerging Preferred Route Corridor comprises sections of the following: 

· Online Widening (i.e. widening the existing road): where feasible 

· Running offline close to the existing road: where feasible as an alternative

· Bypasses/Offline Sections: where necessary

· Online Widening: can help to minimise various environmental impacts but is not feasible everywhere because it can cause; 

· excessive impacts on homes, businesses and farm buildings adjacent to the N4

· major severance impact on communities along the N4 

· a very wide footprint: numerous existing accesses and could no longer allow direct access onto the improved road, so parallel access roads would be required on both sides in many places

· Minimises impacts on agriculture


Applies to following sections of the EPRC:

· Roosky - Cloonart North

· Portnashangan - Mullingar. 

· Running offline close to the existing N4: can help to reduce some of the impacts on built property adjacent to the existing N4 and has benefit of allowing existing N4 to remain open during construction and afterwards to serve local traffic 


Applies to the following sections of the EPRC: 

· Cloonart North – Carrickmoyragh

· Kilsallagh - Windtown South

· Bunbrosna – Ballynafid

· Bypasses/Offline Sections: to avoids impacts on built properties and disruption to centres of the larger communities along the N4 . Can also help to avoid other local constraints or environmental features. 


Applies to following sections of EPRC:

· Cloonart North

· Newtown Forbes 

· Longford Town

· Edgeworthstown

· Rathowen

· Ballinalack

· Ballynafid

· Required to minimise impacts on designated sites as far as possible. Some of particular relevance which have influenced the alignment of the EPRC:

· Scragh Bog pNHA, Statutory Nature Reserve, cSAC 

· Lough Owel pNHA, cSAC, SPA 

· Ballynafid Lake and Fen pNHA

· Lough Iron pNHA, SPA

· Lough Forbes pNHA, cSAC

· Ballykenny Fishertown Bog SPA

· Rinn River NHA

· Clooneen Bog pNHA, cSAC

· Aghnamona Bog NHA

EU Designated: cSACs, SPAs

5 Proposed Junction Locations:

· Existing N4 at Carrickmoyragh

· R194 Ballinalee Road, north of Longford Town

· Existing N4 east of Longford Town

· N55 South of Edgeworthstown

· Existing N4 at Portnashangan

No direct access onto the new road

Continuity of local access

What Happens Next? 

· EPRC will remain available to view after the exhibitions at the offices of Longford CC and Westmeath NRDO

· Comments on the Emerging Preferred Route Corridor invited by 5th June 2009

· Comments will be reviewed by the design team

· Route Corridor Selection Report to be finalised third quarter of this year

· Further progress of scheme is subject to NRA funding and approvals

Conclusions
· All 6 route corridor options have been appraised in terms of Environmental Impacts, Engineering Aspects and Economic Performance

· On balance Option 6 performs best overall across the appraisals 

· Option 6 has strong economic performance and represents good value for money

· Consequently Option 6 has been selected as the Emerging Preferred Route Corridor (EPRC)

· Detailed plans of the EPRC with aerial photography background will be available at the exhibitions

· Comments on the EPRC are invited and a questionnaire is available 

Messrs. Clarke, Murray and Colleran replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues:-

· Period for submissions   -  Up to 5th June 2009.

· Width of the route corridor.

· Link to the proposed N5 By-pass.

· Provision of a motorway.

· Consultation with land owners and home owners along the route corridor.

· Reason for not choosing the southern route option.

· Local access to new road.
· Traffic pattern in Edgeworthstown.

· Benefit to Longford town.

· Timeframe for the Scheme.

· Projected cost of the project.

Mayor Farrell thanked the members of the Project Team for their informative presentation and emphasised the need for the public to be fully engaged in this public consultation process and that all observations will be taken on board.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, informed the meeting that detailed maps will be available on the Council’s website from Monday, 11th May 2009.
Roads Programme 2009.

The Revised Roadworks Scheme 1st December 2008 – 30th November 2009, which was circulated to the members with the Agenda for the meeting, was noted.

The County Manager stated that the grant allocations for the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads have now been reduced in the context of the Supplementary Budget held on the 7th April 2009.  As a consequence of the budgetary adjustments, road grants to all local authorities have now been reviewed, and revised 2009 grants for Longford County Council have been received from the Department of Transport.

The Roadworks Scheme 1st December 2008 – 30th November 2009, which was adopted by the members at the February monthly meeting of the Council, has been adjusted to take into account the reduction in the grant allocations to Longford County Council.

All members expressed concern regarding the detrimental effect this reduction will have on the Roads Programme for 2009 and agreed that the worst roads in the County will need to be prioritised.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor A. Farrell seconded that the following resolution be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and to the Department of Transport:-

“We, the elected members of Longford County Council, refuse to endorse and, hereby, reject the amended Roads Programme for 2009, circulated to the members.  We condemn the cutbacks in the adopted Programme forced on this Council by the Government.
We call on the Executive of this Council to seek the necessary additional funding from the relevant Departments to carry out the Programme previously adopted by the elected members.”

The members listed various roads in the County in need of urgent attention.

The Manager and Director of Services replied to queries raised by the member on the following issues:-

· Value for Money.

· Funding from own resources.

· Filling of potholes.

It was agreed that a report detailing the reductions in the grant allocations be circulated to the members.

Proposed N5 Longford Bypass.
Letter dated 23rd April 2009 received from the National Roads Authority regarding the N5 Longford Bypass was circulated to the members.

The members expressed disappointment that the project has been postponed indefinitely.
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Roscommon and Mayo County Councils seeking their support for the continuance of the project.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 20th May 2009.

Signed: _______________
             Mayor.
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